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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

INTRODUCTION 
On Tuesday and Wednesday, our Year 7 pupils 
participated in a spiritual retreat in school.  All the pupils 
behaved excellently and gained much from the experience. 
 
Next week is the start of Lent.  On Tuesday (Shrove 
Tuesday) we will have the customary pancakes in the 
canteen at lunchtime as part of the run up to Ash 
Wednesday which is the following day.  We will have 
services and distributions of Ashes available to all pupils 
on Ash Wednesday. 
 
Lent is a time of abstinence where we all endeavour to 
forego luxuries—sweets, biscuits, etc.  Along with this, we 
should also consider doing something extra for others as a 
service.  Please help us to encourage the children to make 
pledges for the period of Lent. 
 
 

Tuesday, 02 February 2016 
 Year 8 Careers’ Day 
 Jack Petchey 'Speak Out' Challenge Regional Finals, 

18:00-20:30 

Wednesday, 03 February 2016 
 AS Geography Study Day at RGS 
 Sixth Form General RE Courtyard Project Workshops, 

09:10-10:00 
 Sussex FGSS Workshops for Years 9 & 12, 14:10-

16:15 
 Sixth Form & Year 11 Careers’ Evening, 16:30-19:00 

Monday, 01 February 2016 
 Sixth Form General RE Courtyard Project Workshops, 

10:10-13:30 
 PTA Meeting, 18:30-19:30 

Thursday, 04 February 2016 
 Year 13 Transition to University Workshop, 09:10-

11:10 
 Year 11 Introduction to University Life Workshop, 

11:30-13:30 
 AS/A2 Drama Students’ Workshop with Donmar 

Warehouse,  14:10-16:10 

Friday, 05 February 2016 
 7KL3 Science Museum Trip 
 Year 11 GCSE Music Students’ Conference, 08:50-

15:10 

EPISCOPAL ORDINATION 
On Monday, 25 January 2016, twelve St Thomas More Sixth 
Form students,  accompanied by Ms Henry, went on a trip 
to Westminster Cathedral to attend the Episcopal               
Ordinations of Canon Paul McAleenan and Msgr. John       
Wilson who became Auxiliary Bishops.  

This gave the students an amazing opportunity to witness 
an Ordination as well as a chance to see the ‘Year of Mercy 
Holy Door ‘ at the Cathedral. 

LION KING COSTUMES 
Pupils taking part in the school production of The Lion King 
have been busy making the tails to their lion costumes.   

The pupils are preparing hard with daily rehearsals after 
school in the Glendale Hall. 

We look forward to watching the production and wish      
everyone taking part good luck! 
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WORDS OF THE WEEK 
Monday: Sedulous (adj: showing dedication and  
diligence) 
 
Tuesday: Eidetic (adj: remembering images with vivid 
detail) 
 
Wednesday: Dissemble (verb: conceal or disguise one's 
true feelings or beliefs)   
 
Thursday: Implied (adj: suggested by not directly  
expressed) 
 
Friday: Articulated (verb: pronounce something  
clearly)  

Year 7  
Mya Palmer 7KL1—60 points 
 
Year 8 
Sinead McCarry 8DX1—45 
points 
 

Edgaras Staponkus 11MC2—
35 points  

Year 9  
Nikaisha Anane-Busia 9BK1—
25 points 
 
Mariana Poptile 9DX2—25 
points 
 
Year 10 
Jeronim0 Barco Correa 
10DX1—40 points 
 
Jordan Byarugaba 10BK2—40 
points 

WEEKLY E-PRAISE WINNERS  

DRAMA 
As part of their Bronze Arts Award, Julia Barszczak, Isabella 
Hernandez Villegas, Rhys-Nicholas Sekito-Mukasa, Counrty 
Mwangola, Daniel Williams and  Maria Valencia Nunez  
attended the premiere of the film that they created with    
‘Tiger Monkey ’ and Jacksons Lane at Cineworld.  
 
The film explored the pupils’ ambitions and the goals they 
have set to achieve them. It was fantastic to see it on the 
big screen as the pupils became film starts for the night.   

LION KING TICKETS 
Tickets are on sale for our school’s The Lion King              
Production! 
 
Get yours from the front desk or at lunch in front of the 
Music Department. 
 
The performances are Wednesday, 10 and Thursday, 11 
February at 6.30pm. 
 
See you there!! 

YEAR 7 RETREATS 
The RE Department here at St Thomas More Catholic School 
tries to ensure that all students have the experience of going 
on a retreat and this week our Year 7 pupils had two days of 
retreats where they had to follow a programme called “Come 
follow me”. The pupils were able to complete activities  
together as a team as well as they learning how to care and 
share with each other. 
 
An important factor in the emotionality of the retreat is the 
level of intimacy in discussions. Learning how to relate to 
others at a personal level was an important developmental 
task for the pupils. Often at school and in other social      
settings all sorts of stereotypes and restrictions inhibit      
relaxed friendly relations.  

The retreat was an experience where these problems are 
minimised and students enjoyed the thrill of being able to 
relate in a friendly and relaxed ways in discussing personal 
matters, something they find so difficult in other contexts. 

They all thoroughly enjoyed the two days and are busy    
writing their reflections.  

YEAR 8 BASKETBALL 
The Year 8 girls’ Basketball team have started their season 
with two amazing games!  The girls’ first game was against 
Heartlands Academy.  It was a close game and the score was 
locked at 4-4 at halftime.  Heartlands struggled for points in 
the second half and St Thomas More took the victory with a 
16-6 win. 
 
Our girls also dominated in their second game.  Their  
persistent attacks were too much for Gladesmore and they 
won the game with a 22-6 lead. 
 
Well done to all the girls and good luck for the rest of the 
season! 

YEAR 10 BOOSTERS 
The Year 10 Booster Vaccination Consent Forms must be 
returned to Ms Evans in the Medical room as soon as  
possible as the vaccinations are taking place on Wednesday, 
24 February 2016 

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA) 
The next PTA Meeting will be held on Monday, 1 February 
2016 at 6.30pm in the school hall.  All parents are invited to 
attend.   
 
If you would like to add something to the meeting's agenda, 
please email h.adams@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk.  We 
look forward to seeing you there.  
 


