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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

INTRODUCTION 
The excellent news this week is of our Year 7 boys’ football 
team.  The boys have made it through to the Middlesex Cup 
final.  Well done to the team and to Mr Andrew, the Team 
Manager.   
 
 
On Tuesday, all Year 8 pupils were involved in a Careers’ 
Workshop.  This was in preparation for the Guided Choices 
interviews after Easter, where they will be discussing their 
progression to GCSE and BTEC courses in Year 9. 
 
 
On Wednesday Evening, we held out annual Careers’ Fair for 
Year 11 and Sixth Form students.  If was a good evening 
with many difference professions in attendance giving an 
insight into the opportunities available to our pupils in the 
future.   
 
 
A reminder that next week is the start of Lent, with 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and services throughout the 
day on Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent.  Please encourage 
pupils to remember their Lenten resolutions.   
 
 

Tuesday, 09 February 2016 
 Year 10 Work Experience 

Wednesday, 10 February 2016 
 Year 10 Work Experience  
 The Lion King Production in the Glendale Hall,  

6.30—8.30pm 

Monday, 08 February 2016 
 TAD  
 Year 10 Work Experience 

Thursday, 11 February 2016 
 Year 10 Work Experience  
 Year 12/13  
 The Lion King Production in the Glendale Hall,  

6.30—8.30pm 

Friday, 12 February 2016 
 Year 10 Work Experience  

JACK PETCHY “SPEAK OUT” 
Congratulations to Faith Onen and Yvonne Craig who  
represented St Thomas More School at Tuesday’s Regional 
Final “Speak Out” Challenge which was held at Gladesmore 
Community School. 
 
They both delivered two great speeches. Faith delivered a 
her speech entitled "Behind the Dark Room" which had a 
great message of raising awareness of mental illness; no 
easy task! 
Yvonne presented a wonderful speech entitled “How can 
you possibly define life?” Again, a difficult subject but 
Yvonne delivered it well and executed the message clearly.   
 
Both girls delivered their speeches with clarity, tenacity and 
confidence which is a tough thing to do in public speaking 
and congratulations to them both in doing so well.  
 
Photographs and videos are now on YouTube and available 
on the “Speakout” challenge web-
site: www.speakoutchallenge.com 
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WORDS OF THE WEEK 
Monday: Vacuous (adj: having or showing a lack of 
thought or intelligence) 
 
Tuesday: Audacious (adj: fearless, often recklessly 
bold) 
 
Wednesday: Elaborate (verb: develop or present an 
idea in further detail) 
 
Thursday: Obscure (adj: not discovered or known 
about; uncertain) 
 
Friday: Persistent (adj: continuing firmly in an opinion 
or course of action) 

Year 7  
Kechell Dalton 7MC1— 
60 points 
Christina Mikeli 7MC1— 
60 points 
Tysheena Thompson 7MC2—
60 points 
 
Year 8 
Sel-Dean Leslie 8KL2— 
45 points 
 

Oceane Morrisson 11BK1— 
35 points 

Year 9  
Alexandru Gabriel Vlasceanu 
9KL1—40 points 
 
Year 10 
Jodi-Ann Johnson 10MC1— 
45 points 

WEEKLY E-PRAISE WINNERS  

YEAR 8 CAREERS’ DAY 
On Tuesday, our Year 8 pupils took part in the first Year 8 
Careers’ Day. This was an opportunity for Year 8 to  
consider their guided choices and possibilities for the future. 
They answered an online personality test which gave them 
suggestions for careers; we have a range of potential  
surgeons, stockbrokers, pilots, graphic designers and even 
a fish farmer! In the afternoon the pupils were visited by a 
range of professionals who spoke about their careers and 
undertook some activities with them.  Andrew Hillam, a  
solicitor from Herbert Smith Freehills, said ‘I was very im-
pressed with the students' problem solving skills. There 
were more than a few lawyers in the year group!"‘ 
 
Nnebuife, a clinical researcher who visited as part of the 
careers’ event, said ‘I was so impressed with the students 
and the way they answered the question, I couldn't believe 
how quickly some of them were able to come up with  
solutions to a research problem I gave them! These are 
things that students are not really taught until degree level, 
yet they were able to apply their thinking to come up with 
the right answer … and I know they'll do great with  
whatever career they choose!’ 

ASH WEDNESDAY: 
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, a season of 
fasting and prayer. It takes place 46 days before Easter 
Sunday and is chiefly observed by Catholics and comes from 
the ancient Jewish tradition of penance and fasting. The 
practice includes the wearing of ashes on the head which 
symbolise the dust from which God made us. As the priest 
applies the ashes to a person's forehead, he speaks the 
words: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 
return." 
 
THE ASHES: 
The ashes are made from the blessed palms used in the 
Palm Sunday celebration of the previous year. The ashes are 
christened with Holy Water and are scented by exposure to 
incense. While the ashes symbolise penance and contrition, 
they are also a reminder that God is gracious and merciful to 
those who call on Him with repentant hearts. His Divine 
mercy is of utmost importance during the season of Lent 
and the Church calls on us to seek that mercy during the 
entire Lenten season. Next Wednesday we will be having 
several services through-out the day followed by a Mass 
which will be presided over by our Priest.  

THE LION KING 
Don’t forget to buy your tickets for our school production of 
The Lion King!  Tickets are £3 each and can be bought from 
Parent Reception or from outside the Music Department at 
lunchtime. 


