
04 November 2016

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

INTRODUCTION
We are now in the month of November where we 
remember loved ones who have died.  On Tuesday, the 
school held two masses for pupils and staff for All Saints’ 
Day and on Wednesday,  All Souls’ Day, we held our usual 
voluntary mass.  Masses on both days were very well 
attended.  

Public exams are now complete as are the mock exams 
for Year 10 and Sixth Form.  Tuesday to Thursday of next 
week will be the Year 11 mock exams.

On Monday, we have our Target Setting Day.  We look 
forward to parents accompanying their children for the 
meeting and setting targets for the year ahead.  

Advance Notice:  On Tuesday, 15 November, the school will 
be holding its Sixth Form Open Evening, 5.00 to 7.00 pm.  

CHALLENGE BOOK CLUB
This week was the fi rst meeting of Challenge Book 
Club. Pupils from Years 7 and 8, who want to challenge 
themselves with more diffi cult novels, met after each 
had read Patrick Ness’ ‘A Monster Calls’.   Pupils explored 
different interpretations of the book.  There were some 
exceptionally sophisticated interpretations of ‘A Monster 
Calls’ and many pupils linked it to other novels they have 
read, as well as their own life and experiences. 
 
Pupils’ comments included: 
 
- It’s a novel about coming to terms with bad situations. 
- I think the message of the book is that life is complicated 
and there are not always simple happy ending.
- The stories within the novel reminded us how stories can 
help us understand ourselves.  
 
The average score Challenge Book Club gave ‘A Monster 
Call’s was 9.3 out of 10. 
 
The next book the group are reading is ‘The Lie Tree’ by 
Frances Hardinge, winner of the 2015 Costa Book Award. 

Monday, 7 November 2016
• Target Setting Day

Tuesday, 8 November 2016
• Year 11 Mock Exams
• King Lear Workshops for GCSE and A-Level Drama 

Student (09:30-13:30)

Wednesday, 9 November 2016
• Year 11 Mock Exams
• Year 11 BTEC Music Trip to The Royal Albert Hall
• Year 13 BTEC Media Trip to The Into Film Festival 

(10:00-13:00)

Thursday, 10 November 2016
• Year 11 Mock Exams

Friday, 11 November 2016
• Remembrance Day Service 
• Year 13 Media Trip to Into Film Festival at Cineworld 

(10:00-13:00)
• AS Media Study Day at the BFI (10:30-15:30)

MATHS: HIGH ACHIEVERS
Ted Mellow, in Year 10, has been awarded with a certifi cate 
from University College London for achieving exceptionally  
high scores in the We Solve Maths Problems Olympiad.  
Based on his result, Ted was been invited to attend a 
weekly event at the University were he will be able to 
further develop his maths skills.
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STEM: BIG BANG AT THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
This week, a group of STEM pupils were invited to 
show their Bath Bomb STEM Project, which has been 
selected as one of the fi nalist projects for The Big Bang 
UK Young Scientist and Engineers Competition, at the 
House of Parliament.  The pupils had a chance to have 
a look at other projects that will be shown in the fi nal in 
Birmingham. They spoke to politicians, engineers, doctors 
and other scientists and picked up ideas on how to develop 
their project ready for the fi nals. The venue was fantastic 
and all had a great day.

MATHS ENRICHMENT TRIP TO HIGHGATE SCHOOL 
On Tuesday, 8 November, a group of ten talented and 
enthusiastic Year 9 pupils will attend a session about 
‘Proving the Impossible’ at Highgate School followed by a 
team competition.   

The pupils will be given the opportunity to share their 
passion for mathematics with pupils from other schools and 
enjoy taking a day out of the usual curriculum to explore 
something challenging and different. Good luck to the 
pupils involved!

RE DEPARTMENT
30th Sunday of Year C
The story of Zacchaeus, who climbed a tree to get a 
glimpse of Jesus and ended up welcoming Jesus to his 
house, is an account of conversion for us to meditate 
on. Being in close contact with Jesus alerts us to our 
weaknesses and sinfulness. Jesus does not even need 
to condemn. Simply being in his presence enables us to 
repent.

All Saints Day (Tuesday 1st November)
All Saints Day is a Holy Day of Obligation. The Beatitudes, 
which were part of Jesus’ fi rst teaching at the Sermon on 
the Mount, set us an agenda for life. The Saints have kept 
to that agenda and now share in the joys of God’s kingdom 
in heaven. We can reconsider these beatitudes to see how 
well we are doing on that journey to heaven as we honour 
all those who have completed that journey.

All Souls Day (Wednesday 2nd November) 
We commemorate all the faithful departed on Wednesday 
2nd November. It is a time when we pray for all those that 
have died and in Purgatory waiting to be ascended into 
heaven.  We have got a book of remembrance where staff 
and students are welcome to write the names of people 
that they wish to be prayed for during our masses. It was 
very well attended. 

Prayer
Almighty ever-living God, grant that we may always 
conform our will to yours and serve your majesty in 
sincerity of heart. Through our Lord Jesus, your Son, who 
lives and reigns, with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

STEM pupils with Chuka Umunna, Shadow Secretary of 
State for Business, Innovation and Skills.

St Thomas More STEM pupils being interviewed in The 
Pavilion.   

Monday:  Pedantic (adjective) – this means excessively 
concerned with minor details or rules/overscrupulous.

Tuesday: Overwhelmed (verb) – this means to 
experience a strong emotional effect (either positive or 
negative). To be overcome with.  To be buried or drown 
beneath a huge mass of something, especially water.  
To be given too much of something.

Wednesday:  Indubitably (adjective) – this means 
without doubt.

Thursday: Inordinate (adjective) – this means 
excessive.  Unusually or disproportionately large.

Friday:  Disconsolate (adjective) this means being very 
unhappy and unable to be comforted.

“Those who are happiest are those that do the most 
for others”.

Words of the Week

Thought for the Week


