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FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

INTRODUCTION 
Welcome back to the new academic year.  We are 
delighted by the way in which the pupils have returned; 
uniform and behaviour this week have been outstanding, 
as we would expect. 
 
Our examination results in the summer were excellent.  
Last year’s Year 11 pupils — many of whom are now in the 
Sixth Form — improved the GCSE pass rate for 5 A*-C 
including English and Maths by 15% to 70% (90% of pupils 
achieved A*-C grades and 98% 5 A*-G).   
 
Likewise, our Year 13 students performed extremely well, 
achieving 98% pass rate (82% A*-C).  Well done to all the 
pupils for their hard work and commitment to their studies 
and the grades they achieved. 
 
A huge thank you must also go to the staff for their tireless 
commitment to the pupils, delivering extra lessons after 
school, on Saturdays and during the half – term holidays.  
 
This week we held a progress evening for Year 11 pupils on 
Wednesday and  for theSixth Form students on Thursday.  
Thank you to all the parents that were able to attend. 
 
Next week, on Wednesday, we have our Year 7 Parents 
Cheese and Wine Evening.  The evening gives parents the 
opportunity to discuss how the Year 7 pupils are settling in.  
On Thursday, we have ‘The Tommy Awards’, our very own 
‘Oscars’ celebrating the achievements of our Media, Drama 
and Music pupils from the last academic year.  
 
 
 
 
 

Monday, 14 September 2015 
 Jackson Lane Circus Skills Session (13.30-14.10) 
 

Wednesday, 16 September 2015 
 Year 7 Parents’ Cheese and Wine Evening 
 

Thursday, 17 September 2015 
 Tommy Awards  
 

Friday, 18 September 2015 
 Lion King Singing and Acting Auditions (from 15:10) 
 

 

SPORTS PERFORMER AWARDS EVENING 
Before the end of the summer term, St Thomas More 
hosted its annual Sports Performer Award Evening.   The 
evening celebrates the sporting achievements of many of 
our pupils.  A number of sporting professionals and 
personalities were present to announce the awards, 
including Tony Jarrett, Olympic Hurdler; Lloyd Opara, 
Professional Footballer; Mario Lusardi, Professional 
Footballer; Sasha Corbin, England Netball; Daniel Soares 
International Boxer and Mustapha Dumbaya, Professional 
Footballer 
 
Many different prizes were awarded to pupils throughout 
the evening, including the Manager’s Player Award in 
Football, Netball, Volleyball, Basketball, Rounders, 
Swimming and Athletics.  Individual awards were also given 
to pupils from each Year Group and Key Stage to those 
who displayed extraordinary sporting talent throughout the 
year.  There were also Overall Team Winner Awards for 
each Key Stage Group.  
 
 
A list of all the winner will be on the school website, along 
with further photos of the evening. 
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WORD OF THE WEEK 
 
Accomplishment 
 
Noun: Something that has been achieved successfully 
 
Synonyms:  Achievement, Skill, Effort, Triumph, Talent, 
Ability 
Antonyms:  Idleness, Incapacity, Failure, Forfeit,  
Inability, Incompetence  
 
Example: “On results day, the students felt a great sense 
of accomplishment”.  

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 
The Music Department is running a number of exciting  
extra-curricular activities this academic year: 
Music Theory Club, Years 7-9, Monday 3.10pm-4pm 
African Drumming ,Years 7-8 Wednesday break-time 
Keyboard Club, all year groups, Thursdays 3.10pm-4pm 
STM Guitar Club, Tuesday and Friday after school   
The STM Players, all year groups, Wednesday   
    3.10pm-4pm 
School Choir, all year groups, 3.10pm-4pm 
Music Production, all year groups, Tuesday 3.10pm-4pm 
Composition Club, Thursday and Friday lunchtime 
 
If you would like any more information about any of the   
Music clubs, please see a member of the Music Department.  

RE DEPARTMENT 
Jesus Heals a Deaf Man 
Mark Chapter 7 Verses 31-37 
Then he returned from the region of Tyre and went through 
Sidon to the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the                 
Decapolis.  And they brought to him a man who was deaf and 
had a speech impediment, and they begged him to lay his 
hand on him. And taking him aside from the crowd privately, 
he put his fingers into his ears, and after spitting touched his 
tongue.  And looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to 
him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And his ears were 
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. And 
Jesus  charged them to tell no one. But the more he charged 
them, the more zealously they proclaimed it. And they were 
astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all things 
well. He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.” 
 
Reflection: 
In the above reading, Jesus cures the deaf man who had an 
speech impediment.  His ears were opened and the ligaments 
of his tongue were loosened and he spoke clearly. Jesus had 
said to him ‘Ephphatha’ meaning ‘Be opened’.  During a   
baptism ceremony, the Ephphatha rite involves the priest 
touching the ears and mouth of the newly baptised, praying 
that their ears may be opened to hear the word of God and 
their mouth to speak it.  Today we are reminded to listen to 
God’s word in the scriptures so we can put those words into 
action. 
 
Prayer: 
O God, by whom we are redeemed and receive adoption, 
look graciously upon your beloved sons and daughters, that 
those who believe in Christ may receive true freedom and an 
everlasting inheritance. 
 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for 
ever and ever. 
Amen 

God Bless  

THE LION KING PRODUCTION 
Calling all actors, dancers and singers! 
 
Singing and acting auditions for the school production of 
'The Lion King' are being held on Friday, 18 September 
2015 from 3.10pm (sign up for a slot outside NG2).  
 
Dance auditions are being held on Monday, 21 September 
from 3.30pm (see Miss Bouchereau for more details). 
 

Please see Mrs Rosen or Ms Gibb for more details. 

JACKSON LANE 
Jacksons Lane is an Arts Centre that supports the growth of 
our young people.  At their Annual General Meeting, 
two   St Thomas More pupils gave a presentation on the 
impact the centre has on young people.  
 
Lemar Barrett (Head Boy last year) performed a stirring  
poem on the positive impact of creativity and Angel     
Toniama (a Year 11 pupil last year) presented wonderfully 
too, exclaiming 'The course I was on helped me to get out 
and meet people and enjoy drama.  If it wasn't for Jacksons 
Lane, I would not be as mature or happy as I am'.  
 
Overall, the collective message from the meeting is that 
creative courses build communities, confidence and     
awareness of other people.   
 
Watch this space for more opportunities from Jacksons 
Lane! 

St Thomas More pupils performing ‘One Night Only’ as part 
of one of the Jackson Lane programmes last year 


