
22nd January 2021
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 25th January
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (16:30-18:30)
Year 10 Parents’ Forum (17:30-18:30)
Tuesday 26th January
Year 11 Parents’ Evening (16:30-18:30)

INTRODUCTION

Hope, strength and faith. 
These three words should be at the forefront of our minds. 
We must always have hope that we will emerge from this 
pandemic fi t and healthy and have the strength to continue 
and achieve our goals. Pope Francis wrote, back in March 
2020, ‘The pandemic has also forced us to question the 
roots of our happiness and to rediscover the treasure of 
our Christian faith’.

I am so pleased to see the majority of our pupils have 
been online, engaging and learning in the lessons. This is 
so important as we all must ensure that we are continuing 
to progress in our learning. I was delighted to attend 
the Year 7 assembly this morning which had over 200 
attendees. I spoke about the importance of continuing to 
have the same routines as you would do on a normal day 
of school life; being ready and active for your learning, 
ensuring that you carry out some form of exercise and 
speaking to friends and family. Remote learning is a 
challenging task and the best way to progress is to ensure 
that you are engaged and contributing to the lessons. We 
will, shortly, be sending out some tips on how you can 
support your child at home.

A reminder that the school day starts every day with either 
a registration or assembly. Pupils should be prepared to 
attend every online lesson and complete the work that 
is set for the other lessons. A total of at least 5 hours of 
learning should happen each day.

God bless,
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

LOCKDOWN READING CHALLENGE
On Monday, our new three-week reading challenge 
launches. The challenge is open to every pupil in the 
school, and involves reading a diverse range of fi ction and 
non-fi ction extracts and then engaging in a series of fun, 
interactive activities. All pupils will be able to access the 
tasks on Show My Homework. Prizes are waiting to be won! 

OPPORTUNITIES IN DRAMA 
On Wednesdays, from 3.15pm to 4.00pm, the Drama 
department will be running a Theatre Club. We will watch 
theatre performances together via Teams and evaluate 
them. If your child wishes to join please ask them to 
contact Mrs Rosen or Miss Bevan.

Jackson’s Lane Art Centre has a fun Circus at Home 
YouTube series: Quarantine Sessions. Each Monday they 
will be releasing a new themed video showing young 
people how to practice circus skills with household objects. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OroJDPbieV8&feature
=youtu.be

YOUTH GAMES
This year our pupils entered the 
Virtual London Youth Games 
Sportshall Athletics event. Our 
Year 7 and Year 8 Girls are 
London Champions and our Year 
7 and Year 8 Boys are third best 
in London.  Congratulations to 
all involved!
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Words of the Week

Success is not fi nal, failure is not fatal: it is the courage to 
continue that counts.

Thought for the Week

RE
Week Beginning: 24th January, 3rd Sunday of Year B:
Gospel Reading (Mark 1:14-20)
Gospel Refl ection: Jesus calls the fi shermen, Simon 
and Andrew, James and John, to be his disciples.
Last Sunday’s Gospel reading was about when the fi rst 
disciples came to Jesus and addressed him, he asks them 
‘What do you want?’ These are the fi rst words that Jesus 
speaks in the Gospel. These could be the most important 
words that Jesus addresses to anyone who seeks him out.
Next week we begin a continuous reading of Mark’s Gospel 
that will carry us through this segment of the liturgical 
season of Ordinary Time. Remember that in Cycle B of the 
Lectionary, most of the Gospel readings are taken from the 
Gospel according to Mark.
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a narrative about 
Jesus’ birth. Instead Mark begins by reporting on the 
preaching of John the Baptist. John is described as the 
voice in the wilderness sent to prepare the way of the 
Lord. Immediately after describing the work of John the 
Baptist, Mark reports on Jesus’ baptism and his temptation 
in the desert. Jesus’ public ministry begins after the arrest 
of John the Baptist. Mark wants his readers to understand 
the important connection between the endings of the 
ministry of John the Baptist and the beginning of Jesus’ 
own ministry.
At the beginning of next week’s Gospel reading, Jesus 
preaches the Kingdom of God in continuity with the 
preaching of John the Baptist. Like John the Baptist, Jesus’ 
pronouncement of the kingdom is a call to repentance. 
Yet Jesus’ preaching is greater than John’s. Jesus begins 
the time of fulfi lment; the Kingdom of God is already here. 
This will be demonstrated again and again, both in Jesus’ 
words and in the actions that follow. Jesus’ healings and 
forgiveness of sins are signs of the Kingdom of God that he 
announces in his teaching.
Jesus takes the initiative in calling his fi rst disciples. In 
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus breaks with this tradition and invites 
his disciples to learn from him. Jesus is said to have fi rst 
called four fi shermen: Simon, Andrew, James, and John. 
Simon and Andrew are brothers. Jesus promises that he 
will make them ‘fi shers of men’. James and John are also 
brothers.
Mark does not report Jesus’ words of invitation to them, 
but he does report that they left their fi shing immediately; 
their father, Zebedee, was left behind in the boat. The 
fi shermen immediately put aside their livelihood to become 
Jesus’ disciples. The Kingdom of God is here and now. 
The time of fulfi lment is at hand. How might our lives be 
diff erent if we fully shared this sense of the immediacy of 
God’s kingdom?

Monday - Convene (Verb): Come or bring together for 
a meeting or activity; assemble.
Tuesday - Bide (Verb): Remain or stay somewhere.
Wednesday - Litigious (Adjective): Tending or too 
ready to take legal action to settle disputes.
Thursday - Conspire (Verb): Make secret plans jointly 
to commit an unlawful or harmful act.
Friday - Ballast (Verb): Weight added to something to 
give it stability.

Idiom of the Week
Beat about the bush
Meaning: To speak vaguely to avoid talking about the 
most sensitive point.
Examples:
‘Don’t beat about the bush; just tell me the truth about 
why you haven’t done your homework.’
‘I won’t beat about the bush’, said the doctor to the 
footballer. ‘Due to the extent of your knee injury, I doubt 
you’ll be able to play again.’
Origin:
The origin is associated with hunting. In medieval times, 
hunters hired men to beat the area around bushes with 
sticks in order to bring out game taking cover underneath.

VIRTUAL SCHOOL COUNCIL
Despite not being together in school, we were able to hold 
a Virtual School Council Meeting for form representatives. 
Pupils shared their experience of online learning; the 
things that they are enjoying and the things that they 
miss. Following the Council Meeting, Jacques Mpondo 
(form representative for 7BK3) and Aya Narkwa (form 
representative for 8KL1) met with Mr Tissot, Mr Rosen and 
other staff , as well as the Chair of Governors, Mr Meadows, 
to talk about learning at home. Our Head Boy, Daniel Oke-
Uyanneh, also presented the School Council feedback at 
the meeting. It was wonderful to hear the views of pupils, 
and the brilliant ideas that they have. Pupils are reminded 
to discuss their ideas with their form representative, and 
have their opinions heard at the School Council.

Prayer
Oh Jesus, if I die upon a foreign fi eld someday, it would 
be no more than life demands no less could I repay. No 
greater love hath mortal man than for a friend to die. These 
are the words I hear Him say to me, ‘If but a cup of water 
I place within your hand, then just a cup of water is all that 
I demand.’ But if my death to living they can Thy glory see, 
I’ll take my cross and follow close to Thee. Amen.
A God who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
Show me our ways, LORD. Teach me your paths. Guide me 
in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and 
my hope is in you all day long. Remember, LORD, your great 
mercy and love for they are from of old. (Psalm 25: 4-6).


