
25th June 2021
INTRODUCTION
Some sailed to the seas in ships … They have seen the Lord’s 
deeds, the wonders he does in the deep (Psalms 107:23-31).

In Mark’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples are together in 
boats. The question is what is the signifi cance of Mark’s 
mentioning of other boats in the stilling of the storm? Could 
this notion of ‘other boats’ be Mark’s deliberate intimation 
of Jesus’ consistent awareness of and openness to ‘others’ 
in the Christian community’s vicinity? As a school with over 
41 languages spoken, we celebrate our diverse community 
and we are very aware of our openness to others and how 
everyone should be treated with the same respect.

It has been a very special week, as it is was the feast day 
of St Thomas More. As a school we will be marking this 
occasion on the 9th July with our own St Thomas More 
Feast Day, where we will be holding a mass and celebrating 
the life of St Thomas More. This day will be a normal start 
and will fi nish at approximately 12:00pm.
God bless
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENT
Monday, 28th June 2021
Year 7 School Council Meeting (09:10-10:10)
Year 8 School Council Meeting (10:10-11:10)
Year 9 School Council Meeting (12:30-13:30)
Year 10 School Council Meeting (14:10-15:10)
Tuesday, 29th June 2021
Feast Day of St Peter and St Paul
Friday, 2nd July 2021
8BK1 Geography Trip to Alexandra Palace (09:10-15:00)
School Council ‘Learn with the Lords’ Q&A (09:10-10:10)
Black Quill Workshop 1 (12:35-13:30)

MATHEMATICS
Dear Parents/Carers,
Sometimes we forget to tell our children that we are 
very pleased with them and of how hard they have been 
working at school.  We forget the amount of pressure they 
are under; revising for and sitting exams. We forget that 
they are spending most of their days in school listening and 
learning, we are forgetting that they are extending most of 
their day with extra revision classes. 
The Maths department is very proud of its students and 
of their tremendous eff ort, and we would like to thank 
each and every one of them and their families for another 
successful year, even though we have yet again had to 
spend so many days at home. 
Mrs Pringle, Head of Maths

NATIONAL WRITING DAY
Students in Year 7 took part in the National #fi llthebox challenge 
in which they wrote a story, poem or letter of connection in 
a post-it note box. Here is a selection from our writing wall:

Students have also been submitting their entries to 
our schoolwide writing competition - the winner will be 
announced next week.

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Nicholas Clark-Cuenco 
for winning the London FA’s Rising Star 
Award last year (2020), for his charity 
work through football. After waiting 
patiently for over a year due to the 
pandemic, he was fi nally presented 
with his Award by London Football 
Association CEO Paul Bickerton at St. 
Paul’s Sports Ground in South London.

Idiom of the Week
‘To get a taste of your own medicine.’
Meaning: To give someone the same unpleasant 
experience that they themselves have given to someone, 
to show them how bad it is.
Examples: ‘The players of that team were hurling abuse 
at their opponents, but they didn’t like it when they got a 
taste of their own medicine from the fans.’
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RE
13th Sunday of ordinary time Year B
Gospel Reading: (Mark 5:21-43)
Gospel Refl ection: Jesus gives new life
We continue to read from the Gospel of Mark. Last Sunday 
we heard about Jesus calming the storm, the fi rst of four 
miracles that Jesus performs near the Sea of Galilee. Each 
of these four miracle stories off ers us a glimpse at Jesus’ 
power. This week we hear about the third and fourth 
miracles, skipping the second miracle, the healing of a man 
from Gerasene who was possessed by a demon.
Next week’s Gospel reports two stories of healing. One 
story tells us about a father’s great love for his dying 
daughter. The other story tells us about a desperate 
woman who risks much as she seeks healing from Jesus. 
In each story, the request for healing is itself a courageous 
act of faith, and yet very diff erent circumstances are 
represented by the lives of each suff ering person.
Jairus is described as a synagogue offi  cial, a man of 
considerable standing in the Jewish community. Distraught 
over his daughter’s poor health, he approaches Jesus and 
asks him to heal her. Although Mark does not provide many 
details, we can imagine that his daughter has been ill for 
some time and that her condition is deteriorating.
As Jesus leaves with Jairus, Mark describes a second 
person who seeks healing from Jesus, a woman with a 
haemorrhage. This woman secretly touches Jesus from 
behind and is immediately cured. In response, Jesus turns 
and asks who touched him. Jesus’ disciples, always a little 
clueless in Mark’s Gospel, help us envision the scene. The 
crowds are pushing in on Jesus, and yet he, knowing that 
power has gone out of him, asks who touched him. The 
woman could have remained anonymous, yet at Jesus’ 
question she steps forward and acknowledges what she 
has done. Jesus responds by acknowledging her as a 
model of faith and sends her away in peace.
At this point, we can imagine Jairus’s impatience with 
Jesus; his daughter is dying and Jesus has not helped him 
yet. As if to build a sense of urgency, messengers suddenly 
arrive and confi rm Jairus’s worst fear: his daughter has 
died. Jesus curiously ignores their message and reassures 
Jairus. When they arrive at Jairus’s home, they fi nd family 
and friends mourning the girl’s death. Jesus enters the 
room of the dead girl, takes her by the hand, and instructs 
her to arise. Jairus’s faith in Jesus has not been in vain; his 
daughter is restored to life.
The Gospel concludes with Jesus’ instructions to remain 
silent about this miracle. This is typical of Mark’s Gospel 
and is sometimes referred to as the messianic secret. 
Repeatedly, those who witness Jesus’ power and authority 
are instructed to not speak of what they have witnessed. 

These instructions appear impossible to obey, and it is 
diffi  cult to understand the purpose of these instructions. 
Nevertheless, in each case, they seem to emphasise the 
fact that each individual, including the reader of Mark’s 
Gospel, must, in the end, make his or her own judgment 
about Jesus’ identity. Each individual must make his or her 
own act of faith in affi  rming Jesus as God’s Son.
Prayer
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful 
people pardon and peace, that they may be cleansed from 
all their sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind.
Through Christ out Lord.  Amen.
Saint Thomas More’s Story
On Tuesday, 22nd June, we celebrated the feast of our patron 
saint, St Thomas More. His belief that no lay ruler has 
jurisdiction over the Church of Christ cost Thomas More his life.
Beheaded on Tower Hill, London, on July 6, 1535, More 
steadfastly refused to approve King Henry VIII’s divorce, 
remarriage, and establishment of the Church of England.
Described as “a man for all seasons,” More was a literary 
scholar, eminent lawyer, gentleman, father of four children, 
and Chancellor of England. An intensely spiritual man, he 
would not support the king’s divorce from Catherine of 
Aragon to marry Anne Boleyn. Nor would he acknowledge 
Henry as supreme head of the Church in England, breaking 
with Rome, and denying the pope as head.
More was committed to the Tower of London to await trial 
for treason: not swearing to the Act of Succession and the 
Oath of Supremacy. Upon conviction, More declared he had 
all the councils of Christendom and not just the council of 
one realm to support him in the decision of his conscience.
Motivational Quote
Ask yourself if what you are doing today is getting you closer to 
where you want to be tomorrow. So be your own inspiration.
The God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’
God tells us in the Bible, “I have loved you with an everlasting 
love”. It does not matter how far you try to run from Him, 
He loves you and wants to forgive you where you have gone 
wrong. He created you and cares about you. (Jeremiah 31:3).
God loves you and has a plan for you: The Bible says, “God 
so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, [Jesus 
Christ], that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life” Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have 
it abundantly” — a complete life full of purpose (John 10:10).

Words of the Week
Monday - Moot (Adjective): Subject to debate, 
dispute, or uncertainty. (Verb): Raise (a question or 
topic) for discussion; suggest (an idea or possibility).
Tuesday - Bellicose (Adjective): Demonstrating 
aggression and willingness to fi ght.
Wednesday - Foist (Verb): Impose an unwelcome or 
unnecessary person or thing on.
Thursday- Debonair (Adjective): Confi dent, stylish, 
and charming (typically used of a man).
Friday - Procrastinate (Verb): Delay or postpone 
action; put off  doing something.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your 
own understanding. Seek his will in all you do, and he will 

show you which path to take. (Proverbs 3: 5-6).
Therefore, I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 

that you have received it, and it will be yours. (Mark 11: 24).

in the Lord wiitth all your heart; do not depend on yo
Thought for the Week


