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As we look back on a successful term, we are very 
pleased about the way the school has moved back 
to a sense of normality that existed pre-pandemic.  
World Book Day gave an opportunity for staff to 
dress up and extol the virtues of reading widely.  
Literacy is the bedrock on which a good education 
is built and we will give reading material to our 
lower school pupils to encourage them to read 
over the Easter holidays. We are not complacent 
about Covid 19 and students and staff are taking 
necessary steps to avoid further large outbreaks.  It 
is important to maintain the momentum of school 
routines and school work.

I am very pleased that the majority of our students 
dress very smartly for school, that they bring the 
appropriate equipment, leave mobile phones at 
home and behave responsibly as they make their 
way to and from school.  We have had to speak to a 
number of students to remind them that escooters 
are banned.  Please note that jewellery is limited to 
one pair of plain gold or silver studs (in the lower 
lobe only) for girls.  A reminder also that chewing 
gum is strictly prohibited.

We are sorry to say goodbye to Mrs Avramopoulou 
(Prep Supervisor) who started with us in 2015, and 
Ms Nolan (The Access Project). We wish them well 
in their new endeavours.

I am delighted that our sporting teams are thriving 
and are doing well in their competitions: Year 7 
and 8 boys and girls have competed in the London 
Final Indoor Athletics; the Year 11 and the 
Sixth Form boys football team have reached the 
final of the Middlesex Cup in each of their age-
group competitions. Several teams will also be 
representing Haringey in the London Youth Games.  
Our clubs are busy and we have increased the range 
of provision across all areas.  

I commend to you this edition of The Glendalian, 
which showcases the work of our pupils and the 
activities which have taken place this term.

I wish you a happy and holy Easter break and look 
forward to welcoming pupils back in school at the 
normal time, ready to start the Summer Term on 
Tuesday 19th April.

Martin Tissot
Executive Headteacher

Dear Parent/Carer,

I am very proud of St Thomas More School.  Our 
vibrant and cohesive sixth form supports our young 
people to be aspirational and aspire for the best 
universities.  Our sixth form students are thoughtful, 
kind and reflective young people who are generally 
excellent role models for younger years.  They, like 
our Year 11s, are feeling the pressure as we complete 
mock examinations, finish the teaching syllabuses and 
prepare for the forthcoming public examinations.  We 
continue to exhort our students to take up places in 
higher education (despite rising costs) as a university 
education gives them the best opportunities to fulfil 
their personal potential in the future.

We are all broken-hearted to see the tragedy that is 
unfolding in Ukraine.  We are doing our very best in 
the school to support our pupils.  We are giving them 
opportunities to talk and the pastoral support that 
they need to come to terms with a troubled and fast-
changing world.   The ‘Student Well-Being Space’ has 
been introduced, which provides a space every day 
at lunchtime for pupils to go to speak to a teacher, 
get advice or support, or have some quiet time.   

I am, of course, aware that times are hard, that 
the cost of living is rising, and there are pressures 
on household budgets like never before.  Despite 
this, our school body is continuing to donate to our 
charity collections and I have been moved by the 
generosity of our pupils and staff to our Ukraine 
appeal, and by the many who have brought in 
Easter eggs for less-fortunate children in the area.  
The pupils are looking forward to a non-uniform day 
in the last week of term, which will raise even more 
money for our Easter charities.
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Religious Education Department
by Mrs Henry, Head of RE

A Lenten Reflection
Lent is a season of reflection, re-evaluation, 
repentance and reconciliation. Lent is a time of 
profound grace and we are invited to let that grace 
sink in, take root and change us. 

Through our observance of these days by listening 
to the Scripture from the Lenten liturgies and by 
participating in the traditional practices of the 
Church, we are invited, in this holy season, to be 
stripped down and cleansed from all the obstacles 
that keep us from seeing our true selves clearly; 
stripped down so that we may come to understand 
more powerfully the Love of God who embraces all 
of who we are.

There are many ways to enter into the spirit of the 
season and to ‘observe’ these days. It is not so 
important what we do, as it is important that we 
do something to make these days different from all 
the rest. One great way to enter into this season is 
by following the traditional practices of the Church, 
which are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. What is 
great about these practices is that they give us a 
way to enter into this season of healing with body 
and soul; physically and spiritually.

Almsgiving, which is more than just giving 
away money but also giving of our time through 
serving the needs of those around us, is a practice 
which encourages us to let go of things (money, 
possessions, and our valuable time), which may 
have taken on too high a priority in our lives. 
Almsgiving encourages us to strip away those 
‘things’ which can cause us to be separated from 
one another. It also challenges us to take a serious 
look at distinguishing between what we need and 
what we want.

Fasting: In the same spirit of examining our needs 
and wants, fasting, which is a practice of  
re-arranging our eating habit either by cutting 
down on consumption or by abstaining altogether, 
helps us to be reminded of our need for God to fill 
us. Fasting allows us to feel physically the ongoing 
spiritual needs of the soul and can help us to feel 
the truth that only God can truly satisfy our deepest 
longings. Almsgiving and fasting help us to do, to 
feel, to tangibly experience, the season of Lent.

Prayer is the other traditional practice in the 
Church, and through prayer, we are able to 
experience Lent on a spiritual level. Prayer slows us 
down, allows us to be focused, and enables us to 
be stripped away from our obsession with this world 

and moves us to a higher consciousness. Prayer 
allows us to ‘see’ our life and our works with the 
eyes of faith that opens the heart to seeing God in 
the midst of it all.

Let us pray for each other that during this season of 
Lent we can reflect on what is important, ask God 
for a renewal of our faith, and hope in him.

Prayer
Most gracious Son, may your reaching dispel the 
darkness of ignorance in our mind, and may your 
commands be beacons of light, showing us the path 
to peace. In addition, as we walk on that path, may 
we find your footprints on the ground, that we may 
place our own feet where you have trodden. Amen

St Thomas More Catholic School Mass
On Wednesday the 2nd of March to mark Ash 
Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, we had three 
Ash Wednesday Services and three Ash Wednesday 
Masses. It was lovely to see how well the pupils 
responded and respected the sacraments. One of 
the Year 7 pupils said, “Thank you so much miss 
for the mass we can now begin Ash Wednesday by 
donating and praying for each other especially for 
the people of Ukraine.”

Holy Week Reflection
Monday of Holy Week
Anger in the Temple
Jesus said, “My father’s house is a house of 
prayer.” Therefore, when he came to the temple in 
Jerusalem and saw how people had pushed God 
to one side and allowed money and business to 
become more important, he was very angry.

Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish 
Passover. He found the temple in Jerusalem full of 
people selling animals, and amongst them sat the 
overturned tables of the moneychangers, scattering 
their coins everywhere.

Angrily he chased the animals and the merchants 
out of the temple shouting at them, “Take all of 
these things away and stop making my father’s 
house into a market place!” The temple priests tried 
to stop Jesus and asked, “What right do you have to 
act like this?” Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple 
and I will raise it again in three days.” “This temple 
took forty-six years to build! How could you rebuild 
it in three days?” they exclaimed.

The temple, which Jesus spoke of, was his own 
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body, and after his resurrection from the dead, his 
disciples would understand what Jesus had said that 
day.  The Jewish people go to the temple to pray 
and offer sacrifices to God. Ordinary money with 
the picture of Caesar on it could not be used in the 
temple. Instead, special temple coins were used 
to buy animals, and to pay the temple taxes. The 
moneychanger’s job was to exchange the Roman 
coins for the temple coins.

The house of God is a place of prayer where we can 
be close to God in a special way, so we too should 
respect God’s house when we go to church. 

Many Christians today look forward to Easter - 
chocolate bunnies, coloured eggs, fun activities, 
social events, and more. What is not to love? 
However, Easter is more than a new Sunday outfit, 
and its significance extends to more than just one 
day. To fully appreciate the resurrection of Jesus, it 
is helpful to understand and appreciate what took 
place beforehand.

Typically starting with Palm Sunday, Holy Week is 
a time for reflection and study – a time to look into 
the events leading to the death and resurrection 
of Jesus. In Scripture, you may find descriptions of 
these events in the Gospels of Mark, Matthew, Luke, 
and John, as well as references from other New 
Testament passages. Three of the most important 
things to reflect on during this time are the foot 
washing and Lord’s Supper on Thursday, the 
crucifixion of Jesus on Friday, and the observance of 
Sabbath on Saturday. 

Maundy Thursday (Holy Thursday)
Maundy Thursday, or Holy Thursday, is a time 
to commemorate when Jesus washed the feet 
of his disciples, and the Last Supper. The word 
‘Maundy’ comes from the Latin word that means 
‘commandment’.[1] This is referring to John 13:34 
where Jesus says, “A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 
you, you also are to love one another.”

In the time of Jesus, the washing of feet was a 
responsibility only for a servant, so it was shocking 
to the disciples when Jesus began to wash their feet. 
This demonstration of His great love and servant 
leadership is the example of how we should treat one 
another. In John 13:14, Jesus tells his disciples that 
this loving, servile attitude is expected of them as 
well: “If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.” 

In addition to the foot washing and ‘new 
commandment’, Maundy Thursday recognises the Last 
Supper. Jesus blessed the bread and wine as a symbol 
of his body and blood, which He would sacrifice the 
next day. After this blessing, Jesus tells his disciples to 

“do this in remembrance” of him. That is the reason 
Christians today still observe the Lord’s Supper.

On this year’s Maundy Thursday, reflect on these 
passages of Scripture and ask yourself, am I loving 
others the way Jesus loves me? Am I serving in the 
way that Jesus served? Do I keep a remembrance 
of what Jesus did for his followers? Try going out of 
your way on this day to serve and love one person 
in a unique way, and if you can attend a Maundy 
Thursday mass or watch it online in remembrance 
of the day before Jesus’ death.

Good Friday (Holy Friday)
Even though the death of Jesus was a horrific 
and sorrowful event, the Friday before Easter is 
appropriately called ‘Good’ Friday because it is only 
through his sacrifice that we are given life – eternal 
life. (Romans 4:25) tells us that Jesus “was 
delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our 
justification.” So, while it is tragic that God’s only 
begotten Son was crucified that day, Good Friday 
deserves its name because we are now people 
capable of being saved with “the right to become 
children of God (John 1:12).”

While we consider Good Friday today, it seemed 
like anything but good for those who followed 
Jesus during his time on the earth. (Luke 23:27) 
mentions a multitude of people mourning and 
lamenting for Jesus. Even Jesus himself cries out 
moments before his death, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” However, we now know the 
true impact of Jesus’ death - eternal life. (1 Peter 
2:24) tells us that Jesus “bore our sins in his body,” 
and that “by his wounds, you have been healed.” 
That is certainly something worth commemorating 
and celebrating!

Good Friday is the perfect time to thank God for the 
sacrifice of Jesus. He gave his only Son so that we 
might live! Could there be any greater gift? Take 
time on this day to reflect on what sins you have 
contributed to the pain Jesus endured, and ask God 
for forgiveness and cleansing. This might be painful, 
but the good news is that as soon as you ask for 
forgiveness, it is given to you (1 John 1:9)! Take a 
few extra minutes out of your day to thank God for 
his endless mercy and forgiveness.

Holy Saturday
Holy Saturday is not talked about as much as the 
other days leading up to Easter, but it provides 
some interesting insights. Imagine a close friend 
or family member dies, but instead of practicing 
whatever traditions you may have the following 
day, you simply rest. This is what the followers 
of Jesus did because they wanted to keep God’s 
commandments, as mentioned in (Luke 23:56). 
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In John 19:42, it is even mentioned that the tomb 
Jesus was laid in was selected because it was close 
by, and it was almost Sabbath. This demonstrates 
how vital it is to always follow the will of God, even 
in times of distress and heartache.
On this Holy Saturday, take extra time to reflect 
on your own life. How do your priorities look in 
comparison to God’s will? Are you keeping God’s 
commandments? During this day of rest before Easter, 
take the time to rededicate your life to God and adjust 
your priorities. Create a list of the top three things you 
would like to make a priority in your daily life. Making 
this your most rewarding Easter ever!

Recognising the days, leading up to Easter prepares 
your heart and mind to fully appreciate the most 
important aspect of the holiday: The Resurrection! 
For in the Resurrection of Jesus we find our hope 
of eternal life (1st Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
This event in the life of the early disciples changed 
everything. Before the Resurrection, they were 
cowering behind closed doors - hiding out in fear - but 
after the Resurrection, their faith was renewed and 
strengthened. The Resurrection of Jesus was given 
to us as proof for the Gospel (Good News) (Acts 
17:31b). Build your faith in the Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ just as the early church did. Love starts here! 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16).

Prayer
Most gracious Son, may your reaching dispel the 
darkness of ignorance in our mind, and may your 
commands be beacons of light, showing us the path 
to peace. In addition, as we walk on that path, may 
we find your footprints on the ground, that we may 
place our own feet where you have trodden. Amen.

A Special Lenten Fast
Give up harsh words; use generous ones. 
Give up unhappiness; take up gratitude. 
Give up anger: take up gentleness and patience. 
Give up pessimism: take up hope and optimism. 
Give up worrying: take up trust in God. 
Give up complaining: value what you have. 
Give up stress: take up prayer. 
Give up judging others: discover Jesus within them.
Give up sorrow and bitterness: fill your heart with joy.
Give up selfishness: take up compassion for others.
Give up being unforgiving: learn reconciliation. 
Give up words: fill yourself with silence, and listen 
to others.

Fasting and Feasting In Lent
Fast from discontent – Feast on Gratitude 
Fast from complaining – Feast on appreciation 
Fast from bitterness – Feast on Forgiveness 
Fast from self-concern – Feast on compassion for 
others 
Fast from Suspicion – Feast on truth 
Fast from idle gossip – Feast on purposeful silence 
Fast from unrelenting pressures – Feast on 
unceasing prayer

Easter Service
This year our Easter Service will take place on the 
1st April. Reflection will follow next term.

‘A Moment for Jesus’
We continue with our ‘Moment for Jesus’. Every day 
at 12.00pm and again at 2pm in the chapel. This is 
led by the pupils where we pray for those that are 
sick and suffering, the poor, for ourselves and the 
people of Ukraine and Russia.

CAFOD Lent Fast Day
Last Friday was CAFOD Lent Fast Day. We have 
been collecting pennies at the gate to send for the 
cause. Below you can read how small acts of love 
can make big things happen:

Five years ago, Lombeh was born in Sierra Leone 
in Africa, one of the poorest countries in the world. 
She was tiny and she wasn’t growing. A little 
bracelet she was given could fit all the way up to 
her shoulder. That bracelet was no bigger than the 
size of a two pence coin. 

Some people thought Lombeh would not live. It was 
a difficult time in Sierra Leone, as the country was still 
dealing with the Ebola virus. The family had lost their 
business and good food was expensive. Her mum, 
Amie, was very worried. But she didn’t give up hope. 
She found out from some other new mums about a 
local clinic CAFOD supports. There, she met Sister 
Anthonia, who’s an expert in mother and child health.

Sister Anthonia could see that Lombeh was very 
sick, but she had faith. Lombeh was not getting the 
right food to grow. So, in a small act of love. Sister 
Anthonia showed Amie how to make a rich, healthy 
sesame seed paste to feed her. Within a few week, 
baby Lombeh got better and began to grow. Now, 
Lombeh is five years old. She’s big and strong. Her 
little bracelet now only fits around her thumb.
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 Blessings at Easter Time from the 
RE Department.

Pope Francis
Poverty keeps millions of children across the world 
in a seemingly endless cycle of despair – around 
356 million children live in extreme poverty, which 
includes 150 million pushed into poverty in 2020 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

With no way to afford education, proper health care 
or even food, many children suffer in destitution, 
often with no way out. Hope is a stranger to these 
precious children. Pope Francis has asked for us to 
join the Catholic Church this month of March as we 
pray for children in need worldwide.

Racial Justice Sunday
On Sunday 13th February we focused on Racial 
Justice, with the theme ‘In the Image and Likeness 
of God’. It celebrates the presentation of the Holy 
Family from different cultures. It is important that 
everyone is able to see themselves, their race, their 
culture and their history in the Church’s life. 

Year 8 Retreat
On the 7th, 8th and 9th February, our Year 8 pupils 
went on a school retreat to the Cypriot Community 
Centre. The theme of the day for the Retreat 
was “The Beatitudes”. It was about the beauty of 
life and of each other. Please see some beautiful 
pictures from the retreat (below). It was a very 
successful retreat, all the pupils represented the 
school in a good way! 

Ukrainian Appeal
We are all thinking and praying for the people of 
Ukraine and so we have been collecting to help 
the people in their plight. We have collected over 
£700.00 and donations will be sent to the Ukrainian 
Catholic Cathedral in London. We are very grateful to 
the parents, students and staff that have contributed 
to the cause. Words cannot express our gratitude.

A Prayer for Peace in Ukraine
Heavenly Father. Your will for your people is peace 
not war, unity not division. We pray for the people 
of Ukraine and the people of Russia, for their 
countries and their leaders. Pour out on our world, 
especially in Eastern Europe at this time, your Spirit 
of forgiveness and fraternity.

We pray for all those who are afraid; that they may 
know your hand in theirs in these days of great 
fear, panic and despair. Bring hope and help to the 
widow, the orphan, the refugee and to all those 
whose lives are being torn apart. We pray for all 
those who hold the lives of others in their hands; 
that they will choose the path of light not darkness. 
We pray for those who choose war; that they will 
turn away from the madness and misery of conflict.

We pray for leaders on the world stage; that they 
may be inspired by the courage and compassion of 
Christ. Give wisdom beyond human wisdom to the 
peacemakers who seek the path of reconciliation 
and healing. Lord, we fall to our knees and pray 
for peace for Ukraine. Bring an end to this terrible 
suffering. Make silent once more the weapons of 
war. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of Peace. Lord have mercy. Amen.
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Careers
by Mr Ruggiero, Careers Leader 

The school once again celebrated a successful 
careers evening for our Year 11 and Sixth Form 
students. The evening began with a panel discussion 
with five professionas: Darren Thomas (FITZ 
Partners), Dani Saadu (Collinson) and three former 
students, Renato Duah (JP Morgan), Ama Blankson 
(Aviva) and David Jonjo (De Montfort University). The 
panel discussion touched on everything, from the 
Great Recession to what uni is really like. Afterwards 
the speakers stayed to answer student questions.

The panel discussion was followed by a Careers Fair, 
featuring 40 exhibitors, representing a broad range 
of sectors, including universities, apprenticeship 
providers and employers from the financial, creative 
and STEM sectors. Exhibitors were effusive in their 
praise of the students. Our partners in attendance 
at the London Careers Cluster lauded our students 
as “some of the most enthusiastic, engaged 
and polite students we’ve met”. Once again, our 
students represented the school well, were curious 
and asked good questions and many stayed until 
the very end. Feedback from pupils was also very 
positive, with several students referring to work 
experience opportunities acquired from the fair!

Year 10 pupils and Year 12 students continue to 
prepare for their work experience weeks in the 
summer term. Sixth Form students attended a 
workshop presentation, with guidance given on 
selecting a course, a university, the benefits of 
university and the university application cycle. This 
was followed by presentations from Oxford Brookes 
University on ‘Higher Education’, and Middlesex 
University on ‘Arranging Open Day Visits’. Students 
were also reminded about our careers ‘wakelet’ 
website, and the many opportunities available to them.

Many of our Year 12 students are successfully 
acquiring placements at competitive widening 
participation schemes including K+, Realising 
Opportunities, Sutton Trust and the Nuffield 
Research Scheme, which will strengthen their future 
university application. 

Pupils participating in ‘The Access Project’ continue 
to receive a full programme of support. Year 11 
pupils have had a series of 1-to-1 meetings with our 
TAP Officer on A-level choices, Year 10 went on a 
virtual university trip over February half-term and 
Year 12 and 13 students participated in university 
workshops. 
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Sixth Form
by Miss Pitfield,  Year 13 Pastoral Assistant

Mark Evison Foundation

Year 12 students have been working hard this term 
to secure funding from the Mark Evison Foundation 
to complete a ‘challenging project’ by the end of 
Year 12. So far, funding has been secured for book 
writing, song recording and hiking. Students can 
received up to £500 for a project of their choice and 
have had to plan their project extensively and pitch 
the idea to a panel of judges.

On the 19th January, the CAFOD young leaders of 
St Thomas More School had an exciting opportunity 
to participate in a training day online, along with 
other schools. 

The day started off with some introductions, 
including a quiz about CAFOD’s amazing work. Did 
you know that CAFOD works in over 40 countries to 
deliver 500 programmes? 

CAFOD helps communities by coming up with 
solutions with the people, including building water 
fountains to provide clean water to those in remote 
areas. In order to do this, CAFOD has a wide range 
of teams including project planning, budgeting, 
awareness-raising, fundraising and volunteering 
directly in communities.

In the same way, we were encouraged to also 
come up with ideas to help alleviate some of the 
world’s problems. Using a planning sheet, the teams 
brainstormed some ideas (such as awareness raising 
and fundraising action), the resources needed, team 
roles, and the impact this would have not only on 

the school, but also the wider community. Some 
of these ideas included participating in CAFOD’s 
Walk Against Hunger for Lent, as well as an arts 
and crafts project for fundraising and donating to 
charities.

The most crucial takeaway, however, was definitely 
the meaning of leadership. As people (and as 
CAFOD leaders too), it is vital to know what a leader 

is and the qualities a successful leader possesses. 
Together with the other schools, we came up with 
a list of the skills and traits a leader should have. 
These included, but are not limited to: respectful, 
inspiring, confident, self-aware, someone who really 
knows their team (their strengths, weaknesses, 
etc.), honest, efficient, team-player, and a good 
communicator. 

With this vision and goal in mind, the CAFOD young 
leaders aspire to embrace the meaning of leadership, 
and in doing so, share ideas with students to help 
make a difference in the world. by Anabela Henrique 
Santos (12MC1)

CAFOD Young Leaders

by Mr Foster, teacher of MFL
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Jump Giants

Sixth Form and selected Year 11s enjoyed a trip to 
Jump Giants Trampoline Park in Essex this term. 
It was an action packed afternoon, with assault 
courses, dodge ball, battle beams, climbing walls, 
and trampolining. 

Green Club

Sixth Form Green Club have been meeting up every 
Friday lunchtime to discuss environmental issues 
and to begin to put into place a plan of action for 
our summer gardening project. Students hope to 
create a ‘wellness jungle’ with our neighbouring 
primary school Earlham to provide them with the 
benefits of green space.

Jeremiah Lane 
Jeremiah, in 8MC1, 
wrote a poem about the 
New River in Haringey, 
and the importance of 
the walks along it to the 
local community during 
lockdown. His poem is 
part of a photography 
exhibition that is 
currently on display in 
Crouch End.  

Jeremiah said “The 
local canal has really 
helped out society during these unfortunate 
circumstances.  I wrote this poem to represent 
and signify the importance and value of the 
river.  Specifically, me and my family have used 
and been benefitted by the canal in many ways 
and situations: me and my family went on many 
walks and a few runs during the three lockdowns.  
The river has been widely appreciated by my 
neighbours, and the surrounding local areas.”

Pupil Success THE NEW RIVER
The beautiful river of glistening waters 
Really has taught us 
What life is really all about 
To always take the correct route

This river is special to you and me 
And I can so clearly see 
That the shining waters sooth everyone 
As the waters glisten in the sun

The mood of the shining pond 
Always makes me fond 
And the mood makes me elated 
All I think about is how it was created

The elegance of the reflective sea 
Always fill me with glee 
You see these waters isn’t just a river 
It’s so beautiful it makes me shiver

This stream has helped the Harringay ladder 
And a place we all did gather 
You see the lake is a place for all 
And in years, we will all recall

How the beautiful waters benefitted me and you 
And the happines it made us pursue 
The lake of still waters is a place for all 
And these times we shall recall
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Support for the Highly Able
by Mr O’Connor, teacher of English &  

Ms Brightling, mentor and assistant to the ‘Highly Able’

Wider reading for the Highly Able
Supplementary reading allows our pupils to build on 
prior learning and access ideas and concepts that go 
beyond the challenge of our curriculum. At GCSE and 
A-Level, pupils who regularly read outside of their core 
texts are far more likely to access top marks. 

Our Highly Able (HA) pupils have continued to make 
the most of their time at St Thomas More, taking 
part in a range of stimulating activities to support 
their studies and deepen their thinking. At Key Stage 
3, our HA pupils have been making the most of our 
challenging P6 Enrichment provision, developing 
softer skills outside of a formal classroom 
environment. I have been particularly impressed 
by those pupils who have already completed a 
full Enrichment Passport (pictured below); your 
dedication to our extra-curricular provision has not 
gone unnoticed and we look forward to our special 
feature next term on those pupils going above 
and beyond in their studies. At Key Stage 4, our 
HA pupils have been applying their learning over 
the course of this year in their mock exams; it is 
imperative that feedback is acted upon and that 
they have a deep understanding of the assessment 
objectives in each other subjects. In the run up to 
our summer exams, we continue to emphasise the 
importance of active revision strategies to ensure 
pupils are retrieving and recapping key information 
whilst completing practice papers in timed 
conditions. At Key Stage 5, our HA students having 
been making use of the vast opportunities available 
in wider reading to supplement their course as they 
prepare for their examinations. Our Sixth Form 
students are reminded to speak to their teachers for 
any specific recommendations as most of these can 
be found in the library. 

As we approach Easter, we sit down with the R.E 
department to discuss the core supplementary 
texts which underpin their subject. We challenge 
you over the Easter break to acquire a copy of a 
recommended text and read it. We promise you 
won’t regret it.  

As we prepare for the upcoming holiday, we would 
like to take this opportunity to congratulate all of 
our pupils on their hard work this term. 

Spotlight on: The Brilliant Club

Catholicism: A Very Short Introduction by 
Gerald O’Collins - KS3 
In this book, Gerald O’Collins covers 
the history of the Catholic Church, and 
considers some of the key issues facing 
Catholicism today, such as the impact of 
the growth of Islam, and the destruction 
in the Middle East of ancient Christian 
church communities. He also shows how 
Catholics are being increasingly challenged by an 
opposition between their traditional Christian values 
and rights which are endorsed by the secular world, 
such as the right to physician assisted suicide or 
same-sex marriage, and considers the future for the 
largest and oldest institution in the world.

Next term, a selection of pupils from Year 7 and 8 will 
be taking part in The Scholars Programme, run by 
The Brilliant Club. In an independent evaluation of the 
programme’s impact, UCAS found taking part made 
it “significantly more likely” pupils would progress 
to a competitive university compared to a control 
group of pupils with matched characteristics. Pupils 
enrolled on The Scholars Programme work with a PhD 
researcher on a university style module, based on the 
researcher’s world-leading expertise. The programmes 
are pitched at a Key Stage above where pupils are 
currently studying and are designed to develop pupils’ 
written and verbal communication, critical thinking 
and metacognition, through exciting, supra-curricular 
content. We look forward to showcasing their projects 
in our next issue of The Glendalian.
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The Republic by Plato - KS5 
Plato’s ‘Republic’ is widely acknowledged 
as one of the most influential works in 
the history of philosophy. Presented in 
the form of a dialogue between Socrates 
and three different interlocutors, it is 
an inquiry into the notion of a perfect 
community and the ideal individual 
within it. During the conversation other questions 
are raised: what is goodness; what is reality; what is 
knowledge; what is the purpose of education? With 
remarkable lucidity and deft use of allegory, Plato 
arrives at a depiction of a state bound by harmony 
and ruled by ‘philosopher kings’.

Catholicism: A Journey to the Heart of Faith by 
Robert Barron - KS4 
What is Catholicism? A 2,000-year-old 
living tradition? A worldview? A way 
of life? A relationship? A mystery? In 
‘Catholicism’, Father Robert Barron 
examines all these questions and more, 
seeking to capture the body, heart and 
mind of the Catholic faith. 
 

Starting from the essential foundation of Jesus 
Christ’s incarnation, life, and teaching, Father Barron 
moves through the defining elements of Catholicism 
from sacraments, worship, and prayer, to Mary, the 
Apostles, and Saints, to grace, salvation, heaven, 
and hell using his distinct and dynamic grasp of art, 
literature, architecture, personal stories, scripture, 
theology, philosophy, and history to present the 
Church to the world.

Year 11 Revision Corner
Extend your thinking with.... Jekyll and Hyde 
Scan the QR codes to access three articles which 
will extend your thinking for Jekyll and Hyde.

Year 13 Workshop
Year 9 ‘Leadership in FOCUS’ Programme
At the end of March, a group of fifteen pupils in 
Year 9 will be attending a three-day ‘Leadership’ 
Programme at the Haringey North Centre in Tower 
Gardens Park. It is an excellent opportunity for 
the pupils to develop transferable skills such 
as leadership, communication, teamwork and 
confidence.  It is a fun course that aims to help 
pupils unlock their potential and provide an arena in 
which to think about goal-setting for the future.

Our pupils spoke highly of the sessions, mentioning 
that ‘it was very interactive and informative about 
the information regarding university’ and that they 
found it was usefully pitched at their year group 
‘because we will definitely need this in the future’. 
Other pupils praised the opportunities to research 
a university prospectus as this provided ‘fresh, new 
perspectives on the application process’. Throughout 
the sessions, pupils were pleased to ‘learn about 
fees, loans and bursaries’ as well as the ‘variety of 
courses that universities have on offer’ alongside the 
‘requirements needed to get in’. 

We would like to thank all pupils for their 
engagement with the sessions. We look forward to 
hosting many more! 

Brunel University ‘Urban Scholars’
Our partnership with the Brunel University ‘Urban 
Scholars’ Programme is going from strength to strength 
with a fourth group being added to the scheme. We 
now have groups of pupils in Years 9, 10, 11 and 12 
attending monthly Saturday sessions on the university 
campus. In March we welcomed Antoine Rogers from 
Brunel University to meet with the new Year 9 group 
and their parents to outline the programme.

‘IntoUniversity’ Haringey North
The following workshops have taken place this term:

Year 7  Becoming an Independent Learner 
Year 8  Pathways to Success 
Year 10 Entrepreneurship 
Year 11  Higher Education Choices Beyond 18 
Year 13  Skills for the Future

‘If you don’t make 
mistakes, you’re 
not working on 

hard enough 
problems ..and 

that’s a big 
mistake.’ (F.Wikzek)
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Personal Development
by Mr Ameh, Head of  Boys’ PE

As a Catholic school, we strongly value progression and 
want to ensure everyone is equipped to address life 
challenges that extend beyond our school’s education. 
This term, we are instilling a culture to develop specific 
character traits that conform to our spiritual values:

R - Resilience/Respect

I - Independence

C - Confidence

E - Equality 

 
All year groups have been educated during 
assemblies regarding how they should conduct 
themselves around the school and within the wider 
community. This will also be strongly advocated 
through our enrichment programme, where all 
pupils will have the opportunity to attend clubs 
that build on their character traits. We strongly 
encourage all pupils to attend extra-curricular 
activities that will help develop character traits and 
discover their talents and interests. 

Chess Club

Drama Club

Sports

Past Pupils
We have had a number of previous pupils return 
to the school this term to talk about life choices 
and career avenues our pupils can get involved in. 
Former pupils Khayon Edwards and Hubert Gracyk 
have both signed professional contracts with the 
Premier League football team Arsenal. Khayon and 
Hubert inspired a number of our pupils to make 
positive life choices during their school years. They 
also spoke about a number of setbacks they had 
to face to achieve their goals and provided several 
techniques to increase resilience.
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Science Department
Sixth Form Chemistry Trip
Year 12 and Year 13 Chemistry students went on a trip to London Metropolitan University on Wednesday 
25th January, where they carried out a practical in one of Europe’s largest laboratories. Pupils extracted and 
purified a natural product from nutmeg. All pupils enjoyed themselves and gained valuable practical skills to 
help them on their A-Level course.

Science Fair Project
For their Science Fair project, 7KL3 have been investigating what affects how well crystal gardens grow.
The first factor that they investigated was the substance used to grow the crystal. They picked 5 different 
substances and tried to measure how quickly they grew to 5cm tall. However, they didn’t all grow straight 
up, so they changed their experiment to measure the mass of crystal that grew in half an hour.   
For their second experiment they tested the effect of watering down the solution. All members of the class 
have worked very hard and have discovered that the path of science does not always run smooth.

by Miss Howard, teacher of Science

by Mr Williams, teacher of Science
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English Department
Wuthering Heights

On Wednesday, 9th March all AS and A-Level English 
Literature students were given the opportunity to 
see ‘Wuthering Heights’: the epic story of love, 
revenge and redemption.  

Rescued from the Liverpool docks as a child, 
Heathcliff is adopted by the Earnshaws and taken 
to live at Wuthering Heights. In their daughter 
Catherine, Heathcliff finds a kindred spirit and a 
fierce love ignites. But, when forced apart, a brutal 
chain of events is unleashed. Shot through with 
music and dance, Emma Rice transforms Emily 
Brontë’s masterpiece into a passionate, powerful 
and uniquely theatrical experience. 

The students made their way across London to 
Waterloo and walked along the Southbank to 
the National Theatre. Emma Rice’s production of 
Wuthering Heights imagined the moors as a Greek 
chorus and used singing and dancing to tell Emily 
Bronte’s great love story. This was helpful for the 
students to see the story played out on stage ahead 
of their mock exam, and they especially enjoyed the 
experience of visiting the National Theatre.  

The students loved the performance and were 
exceptionally well behaved throughout the trip.  

“The characters were brought to life in an accurate 
manner.” Ruth Jarvis (12BK1)
“A modern twist on the end was a talking point’.” 
Abena Ashalley-Sasaraku (12BK1)
“I was so absorbed, I didn’t want it to end.” 
Beatrix-Regina Edeh (12KL1) 
by Ms Ward, teacher of English

Year 7 Poetry Anthology
Year 7 have been critically developing personal 
responses to a range of great poems, following on 
from this they were given space to model and write 
their own poetry. This anthology is a product of 
their collective imagination. Poetry is a key theme 
within all year groups as it is a way of pupils having 
freedom of speech and expressing themselves on a 
broad range of topics. 
 

by Miss Michaelis, teacher of English

by Kristella Mikeli (7BK1)
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Macbeth

Macbeth.  We were lucky to secure tickets for a live 
performance of the play . On Monday, 7th March the 
entire Year 10 cohort went across London to the 
South Bank to watch a performance of Shakespeare 
at the Globe Theatre. The sun was shining and 
this reflected the happy and excited mood of the 
pupils. The production of Macbeth was exciting 
and brought to life the characters as Shakespeare 
had intended. The pupils were ‘groundings’ for a 
day - a tradition of standing to watch a play - and 
immediately got into the spirit of an Elizabethan 
audience and immersed themselves in the play and 
the historic surroundings of the theatre.   The pupils 
all agreed it was a long day, but worth it.

We are also lucky enough to secure The Globe Players 
- a highly respected theatre company - to come into 
school during the Spring term to perform a live GCSE 
performance of Macbeth as revision for the Year 11 
GCSE cohort.             by Mrs Clifford, Head of English

Folashade Agarawu (7BK1)

Each 7BK1 pupil chose their favourite colour for a ‘piece’.

The study of Shakespeare and his many plays 
and sonnets play an enormous part in the study 
of English Literature from Years 7 up to Year 13.  
As part of the GCSE course pupils study the play 

“I thought that Macbeth was portrayed really well by 
the actor who was playing him - he had just the right 
balance between good and evil.”  Paula, Year 10 
 

“Lady Macbeth showed her true evil side, 
Shakespeare pushed the boundaries presenting a 
woman as ambitious and calculating during a time 
woman had no rights.”  Daisy, Year 10 
 

“Because there were no visual effects or microphones, 
it helped the audience realise how hard the actors 
had to work to project their voices.  The theatre was 
cleverly designed to ensure the actors’ voices are 
clearly transported.”  Scott, Year 10
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Literacy
by Miss Daniels, Literacy Co-ordinator

World Book Day 
Alice in Numberland
Pupils in the Maths department engaged in some 
challenging ‘Alice in Wonderland’ themed problems 
to solve!

English
In keeping with the department theme, pupils took 
part in crime detection lessons.

MFL

MFL created a display in the corridor for pupils to pin 
key vocabulary on, based on the book ‘El Quijote’.

Author Workshop
150 pupils across Years 7-11 took part in a ‘flash 
fiction’ writing workshop with author and journalist 
Adam Steiner.
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STM Book Shop
Pupils in Year 7 exchanged their book tokens for a 
book of their choice to take home.

The Wonderful Costumes

RE as ‘Alice in Wonderland’.

Curriculum Support as ‘Mr Men’.

The English department (and Mr Rosen’s winners!) 
as a motley crew of literary detectives and criminals.

PE as the ‘Power Rangers’.

The History department with Greek mythology 
and ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’. 
Congratulations to Mr Thorborn for winning the best 
dressed individual!

Mr Fernandes as Naruta 
from the Manga series.

Music and drama as ‘Matilda’.



18

The Glendalian

The Year 7 tutor team.

Art Competition
The winner of the competition to design a book 
cover was Gian Paolo Guadines in 11DX1, for his 
interpretation of ‘The Devil Wears Prada’.

Writing Competition
Pupils were given the task to write a short story 
consisting of only 200 words, titled ‘You Are A 
Reader’. The winner of this competition was Lance 
Abante in 8MC1. Please read his story below:

I drew the curtains to reveal the bright lit moon: 
the centre piece of the night sky. Turning on my 
lamp to emit an ambient light, I snuggled up on my 
bed with a book in hand. Positioning myself in the 
light, I opened my book to reveal a world of pure 
imagination. I smelt the unique aroma of the book 
and dived right in. 
The next thing I knew, I was in another dimension. 
The other world that is deemed to be a myth: the 
world of literature. I was there in the actual story 
in any perspective I wanted to be in. The main 
character’s point of view or any other. A magical 
feeling that no one seemed to understand. Reading 
is a magic in itself, not just a hobby or a skill. The 

feeling is as exciting as a rollercoaster ride. The 
different genres of a book make it always unique, 
whether it be heartfelt and sweet as honey or 
murderous and mysterious as a hitman.
I continue reading, progressing through each page. 
My eyes light up dashing through the lines. Seconds 
to minutes to hours pass. 
Everyone is a reader; not just me. We read every 
single day but we tend not to notice. I continue my 
story until I am brought back into reality by two 
words: The End. 

Author Visit
In January, Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed a visit from 
author Ewa Jozefkowicz who gave them advice on 
the journey to becoming an author and an insight 
into her newest novels. Every pupil chose a book 
which they took home to keep, and they were very 
excited to get them signed by the author!

Poetry By Heart
Pupils in KS3 have taken part in three rounds of 
the ‘Poetry By Heart’ competition in school as part 
of our preparation for the National entry. Spoken 
word poet, Kieron Rennie, spent the day in school 
delivering workshops to support pupils in their 
rehearsals, focusing on how to use the body and 
facial expressions to emphasise language.
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Art Department
by Mr Brankin, teacher of Art

Utopian Art Society News
Saatchi Gallery Reward Trip

Sixth Form Art

Exploring proportion and traditional sculpture.   
Sofia Petruzzeli (12BK1)

Sophisticated and 
sustained exploration 
of materials and 
techniques.  Melisa has 
been attempting to 
explore the movement 
using biomorphic forms.

Oil on board, 
exploring 
colour theory, 
biomorphism 
and painting 
techniques.  
Melisa Veleva 
(13KL1)
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Year 11 Portraits

Prototype on canvas, documenting and reviewing progress. Oil on canvas.  Gian Paolo Guadines (11DX1)

Self portrait in oils.  An ethos of 
excellence.   
Angela Subramaniam (11BK1)

Gian Paolo Guadines (above)
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Initial painting composition using oil 
paint.  Kieran Henry Blair (11KL2)

Exploring colour, emotion and self-
portrait.  Bianca Ungureanu (11DX2)

Eliana Loizou (11KL2)

Refinement, developing sophisticated 
techniques.  Oil on board and canvas. 
Francisco De Freitas (11MC1)

Work in progress.  Left - under 
painting, above - adding detail and 
refinements. Agnes Makiesse (11DX2)Joyce Shene (11MC2)
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Maths Department
by Miss Fleischer & Mr Powell, teachers of Mathematics

2500 years ago, an ancient Greek mathematician 
discovered a revolutionary relationship between 
the sides of right-angled triangles. The man was 
Pythagoras, his theorum,  a2 + b2 = c2, is universally 
known. Even the Egyptians used it, to build their 
pyramids straight. 

But why take Pythagoras’ word for it? 

9T5 set out to prove it for themselves. With careful 
precision and the help of some coloured paper 
(definitely harder to come by in Ancient Greece), they 
managed to demonstrate geometrically that, for any 
right angled triangle, the square of the hypotenuse 
equals the sum of the square of the two shorter sides.

Proving Pythagoras Alice’s Adventures in Numberland

(Maths Enrichment Club) + (World Book Day) = 
(Alice in Numberland)

Led by the White Rabbit down into the Numberland 
of GF13, a group of Year 7s celebrated World Book 
Day in the Maths Department by diving into a panoply 
of puzzles! From tea party saucer arrangements 
to symmetrical grins (but no cats) to helping the 
White Rabbit get to period five on time. Lewis 
Carroll, author of Alice in Wonderland, was in fact a 
mathematician and wove more than a few curious 
(and curiouser) mathematical references into his well-
loved narrative. A marriage of literacy and numeracy 
such as STM pupils can but strive to imitate!

All Year 7 pupils have been taking part in the 
national Number Day 2022 to raise money for the 
NSPCC charity. The NSPCC is fighting for every 
childhood and working to help keep children safe 
from abuse. By raising money, we are helping to 
fund their vital services, such as Childline!  

The Maths department is delighted to be supporting 
the NSPCC by taking part in their Number Day this 
year, after a break because of the pandemic. 

In the Maths Department we are 
counting down to Number Day 2022!



23

The Glendalian

What happened during the day was that pupils used 
fun, curriculum-based Maths challenges chosen by 
their teachers to help raise money for the NSPCC 
and we asked pupils to collect some money, via 
sponsorship or donation, for their hard work and 
correct answers. The pupils also learnt how to use a 
sponsorship form and of course, they were sent off 
to accomplish the hard task of collecting money. 

Dress up for Digits was for the teachers! We marked 
the day by wearing numbers day t-shirts and tried 
to make it fun for the pupils.

We’re looking forward to our Number Day collection 
(date TBC), and we really appreciate your support. 
All the money we raise at St. Thomas More School 
will make an enormous difference to children today 
and help change the lives of children tomorrow.  
Let’s make it happen this year too. 
by Ms Pringle, Head of Mathematics

New Maths Enrichment Club!
A new Maths Enrichment Club is being launched, to 
prepare Year 8 and 9 pupils for competitive Maths 
and for UKMT Maths Challenges. This follows on 
from interest raised at the Maths Enrichment Days 
at Highgate school last term. Pupils were keen to 
represent the school in competitions, and hone their 
problem-solving skills. The club will run after school 
on Mondays, as part of St Thomas More’s Highly 
Able provision, with the hope that pupils will be able 
to compete on behalf of the school. 

Maths Trip to Bletchley Park:  
Home of the Codebreakers
The trip started with a short talk about the history 
of code breaking. This included the opportunity 
to see and use a genuine WWII Enigma machine. 
Pupils then took part in a practical game to decode 
a message. The group headed to the Mansion 
and explored the grand house that was the main 
building in Bletchley Park before extra huts were 
built to accommodate the growing number of 
workers.

The pupils were informed of the important work of 
codebreaking at Bletchley Park during World War II. 
The crucial work undertaken by the codebreakers 
shortened the war by at least two years and saved 
countless lives.

We visited the sites where the codebreakers 
worked, saw some of the equipment from the time 
period and learnt more about what went on.

The guide explained to our pupils why Bletchley 
Park was also known as Station X, where top 
breakers like Alan Turing, Dilly Knox, John Tiltman, 
Hugh Alexander, Bill Tuttle, Gordon Welchman and 
Mavis Batey all worked.

Also pupils were informed about the important roles 
that woman played at Bletchley Park; there were 
more women working there than men.  
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This trip showed our pupils a place where the 
application of Maths had a huge global impact. 
Pupils gained a great deal from the trip and we look 
forward to repeating it for our next Year 10 pupils.

The Mansion is where it all started and the hub of 
the operation at Bletchley Park.

Our pupils were informed about why Bletchley Park 
was chosen, the process of moving and getting 
set up, and then how operations expanded. Inside 
the mansion the pupils enjoyed various displays 
including some housing the props used in the award 
winning historical movie; ‘The Imitation Game’, 
which is set at Bletchley Park.

We also visited two garages where there are 
displays about wartime vehicles, the car used in 
the 2001 movie ‘Enigma’ and a motorcycle that was 
used for carrying messages by a dispatch rider. They 
delivered about 5 million messages during the work.

We visited The Bombe Machines that were developed 
by Alan Turing and Gordon Welchman to speed up the 
process of figuring out the daily Enigma setting as the 
Germans changed Enigma settings every day and the 
Germans believed that the Enigma was unbreakable.

Our tour continued into huts; consisting of various 
rooms and displays, some of them interactive, and the 
offices which had been restored to wartime conditions.

The pupils were informed about the history of Enigma 
in a workshop and they showed and explained how 
it works. Our pupils were given activities and they 
worked hard and enjoyed breaking the codes.

by Mr Calibasi, teacher of Mathematics
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Music Department
by Ms Yang, Head of Music

“Music provides a kind of pleasure that human 
nature cannot do without “ - Confucius 
Music making continues to be at the heart of the 
music department this term. Pupils in Year 7 have 
been learning about musical elements and playing 
pieces from the western classical era. Pupils in Year 
8 are composing their own minimalism compositions 
and learning to play the pop and rock songs on 
the ukulele. Pupils in Year 9 are learning about 
‘Hamilton’ the musical and have been making a lot of 
noise in the north corridor with their samba playing! 

Trips are a vital part of enriching our pupils’ musical 
learning and we have had lots this term so far. 
Our Sixth Form BTEC classes visited the recording 
studios at Roundhouse in Camden and got to look 
at the different recording studios and learn about 
careers in the music industry. 

Royal Albert Hall Workshop
Pupils in Key Stage 3 enjoyed a music and science 
workshop at the Royal Albert Hall and spent the 
day learning about soundwaves and the speed of 
sound. They were even treated to a sneak peek of 
a rehearsal for ‘Cirque de Soleil’ who are currently 
touring at the Royal Albert Hall!

School Choir
Our school choir has been very busy rehearsing for 
the Haringey Schools Music Festival at the Royal 
Albert Hall in April. They will be joined by other 
schools in Haringey including our neighbouring 
school, Earlham, who joined us for a rehearsal! 
Tickets are still available to purchase via this 
link: https://www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/
events/2022/haringey-schools-music-festival/

In the next few weeks, we have a Brightsparks 
concert at the Royal Festival Hall for our GCSE 
pupils and a trip to the theatre to watch ‘Wicked’ for 
our Key Stage 4 and 5 pupils. 

Exam season is upon us and our Key Stage 4 and 
5 pupils are busy putting the final touches to their 
coursework and preparing for summer exams. Our 
A-level music students performed in front of an 
A-level examiner as part of their coursework. They all 
performed beautifully and we are very proud of them!

Music Mark

We are very excited to have been nominated as 
a Music Mark school by Haringey Music service in 
recognition of our commitment to providing a high 
quality music education for pupils in school.
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Drama Department
by Mrs Rosen, Head of Drama & Miss Bevan, teacher of Drama

What has been going on in The Drama 
Department this term?

Career Pathways 
This term we have been focusing on careers in the 
Performing Arts Industry. Within our curriculum, we 
have explored the roles of Directors and Designers 
in the Performing Arts Industry and focused on 
building the skills needed for these jobs within 
our lessons. We have introduced a ‘Theatre Critic 
Society’ for our Key Stage Three pupils, and our 
budding journalists have reviewed ‘A Monster Calls’, 
‘Everybody is Talking About Jamie’ and a Sixth 
Form performance of ‘Woyzeck’, with over 30 pupils 
attending each week. 

In our drama studio we have welcomed world 
famous Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts, who 
participated in a lengthy Q&A with our students, in 
which they discussed the audition process for drama 
schools, and Northampton University who performed 
William Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and gave an insight 
into university life as a drama student.

KS3 ‘Theatre Critics Society Northampton University

Live Theatre 

‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time’
Our Year 10 GCSE pupils went to the Troubadour 
Theatre to see ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in 
the Night Time’. This term they have been studying 
the methods of theatre company Frantic Assembly 
and seeing the show was a fantastic opportunity to 
watch an example of their work live on stage. Natty 
Markos in 10KL2 said “I loved seeing this production 
and it gave me lots of movement ideas to suggest to 
my group for our own performance”. 

‘The Book of Dust’
Our Highly Able Drama pupils in Year 9 were invited 
to The Bridge Theatre to watch a performance of 
‘The Book of Dust’ by Philip Pullman. The story is 
set in a futurist fantasy world where every human 
has a soul-animal to guide them. Andre Newton, 
9DX1 said “It was really interesting to see how the 
world of the novel was created on stage and that 
animal puppets were used so imaginatively”.  

The Book of Dust trip Splendid Productions

Splendid Productions performance of ‘UBU’
Our GCSE and A-level Drama students were 
treated to the tale of ‘UBU’.  Splendid Productions 
presented a brand new adaptation of the surrealist 
classic in their very own style. This was followed 
by workshops exploring power dynamics. We will 
be reviewing the performance as part of our ‘Live 
Theatre Evaluation’. Tara McCarry in 13BK1 said 
“Having studied Splendid Productions as a theatre 
practitioner over the last couple of years it was a 
fantastic opportunity to see them performing live in 
our school, and we developed our understanding of 
Political Theatre further afterwards in our workshop 
with their director Kerry Frampton.”

Our Year 11 GCSE pupils attended the Phoenix Theatre 
to see a production of ‘Come From Away’. Ashleigh 
Boateng, 11DX1, said “It’s an incredible true story about 
the air passengers that were grounded in Canada after 
9/11 and how the Newfoundland community welcomed 
them into their lives - you have to see it.”

‘Come from Away’
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Extra-Curricular Activities 
Workshops with The Donmar Warehouse 
Pupils in Years 8, 9 and 10 were invited to take part 
in a workshop with the Donmar Warehouse which 
explored the climate emergency. It was wonderful 
to redisocver our partnership with the Donmar 
Warehouse and we are looking forward to visiting them 
next term to watch a production of ‘Mary’s Seacole’.

‘Play in a Day’ with Collage Arts

Matilda Jr

The Drama and Music department are thrilled to 
announce our annual summer school production 
this year will be ‘Matilda Jr!’ Auditions will take 
place over the next few weeks and rehearsals will 
commence straight after the Easter Holidays. 

Coming soon…………… 
• Year 10 GCSE pupils present their GCSE Devised 

performances. 

• Year 12 A-Level Devising Performances. 

• Year 13 A-Level Monologue Showcase.

• Theatre trips to the Phoenix Theatre and Donmar 
Warehouse.

• School Productions of ‘Matilda Jr’ 6th and 7th July 
at 6.00pm - Tickets will be on sale on Parent Pay! 

Extra-Curricular Drama Club Timetable
There are a number of in school Drama Clubs that 
pupils can attend:

Monday 1.30-2.00pm - Year 8 Drama Club

Tuesday      1.30-2.00pm - Year 7 Drama Club

                      3.10-4.10pm - Theatre Critics Club  

Wednesday 1.30-2.00pm - Year 10 Drama Club

                      3.10-4.10pm - KS3 Drama Clubs

Thursday  1.30-2.00pm - Year 9 Drama Club 

                   4.10-5.10pm - KS4 and 5 Drama Club/ 
     open studio for GCSE   
     rehearsals

Pupils also can attend Drama and Arts clubs on 
Saturdays at Collage Arts - see Miss Bevan or Mrs 
Rosen for more details.

Our Year 10 GCSE Drama students took part in an 
exciting project with Collage Arts called ‘A Play in 
A Day’ as part of the DTE Alliance celebration of 
Drama and Theatre Education. They spent the day 
working with director Tom Kane, creating a play 
inspired by different fairy tales. After rehearsing all 
day, they performed this at the McQueens Theatre, 
to an invited audience of VIP’s including Katherine 
West MP,  the Mayor of Haringey, Adam Jogee and 
the Labour Councillor, John Bevan.



28

The Glendalian

Geography Department
by Ms McEwan, and Mr Walsh, teachers of Geography

Hop into Hertford: 
Geography taking us places
The sun shone, the minibus worked, the class was 
in a good mood, the teachers were in a better mood 
and we were OFF ….. 7KL3 and assorted Year 7 
were going on a day out to Hertford.

Hertford, which was first recorded in 673, has 
4 rivers running through it. After parking by the 
Norman Church of St Leonards and looking at the 
old graves in the graveyard, we walked along the 
River Beane enjoying the countryside, the mud and 
feeding the ducks.

As everyone knows, if you don’t eat your 
sandwiches on the coach we need an early lunch. 
So we went to the excellent playground and ate our 
fill and played with our friends. 

We stopped at the confluence with the River Lea to 
do some fieldwork. Marvelling at the space, wildlife 
and the quiet calm.

The playground was ours as we tried out the 
diggers, pirate ship as well as really cool swings.

The air quality, the built environment and the sense 
of well-being was evident in the lovely way the 
pupils from the different classes made friends and 
interacted.

After a while we were ready to explore the old town. 
The Museum was a fun collection of old toys and 
technology as well as the history of the local town.

Several pupils were keen to swap their current 
homes with the pretty small town. We were 
impressed by the selection of independent shops, 
but disappointed how expensive souvenirs were! 
We want to return when the weather is better, 
and we can see the castle, the many statues and 
ancient building too.

The success of the day means we are planning a 
jaunt further afield – this time looking to contrast 
not just rural and urban places in Hertfordshire, but 
a place in Essex too…. Watch this space.

Walton on the Naze Field Trip
“Our trip to the coast was both an informative and 
engaging experience. It was a great opportunity for 
us as a class to explore coastal erosion and defenses 
at a deeper and more sophisticated level. I felt that 
the trip widened my geographical knowledge and 
allowed me to think critically and actively, as we 
were allowed to carry out investigations to measure 
beach profiling and sediment heights at groynes. 
This really put the theory and the knowledge 
into action which allowed me to have a greater 
understanding, that will be useful to me both in my 
future lessons and academic life outside of school. 
Alongside this, I also got the opportunity to work 
with my peers and build my teamworking skills. 
This trip was very insightful and a trip I will surely 
remember!” Daniel Otuechere (10MC1)
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History Department
by Miss Canlett, teacher of History

Year 7
It’s that time of year in St Thomas More! Let the fanfare 
commence, because Year 7s have completed their castle 
projects. 2022 has highlighted the amazing skill and 
dedication of our pupils, with some fantastic motte and 
bailey designs, as well as a few more fantastical castles 
with a looser grasp of ‘Norman design’. Let’s call it artistic 
licence. Our Year 7s continue their journey through the 
Middle Ages, having explored everything from death 
by dysentery (King John, famous for signing Magna 
Carta and every Robin Hood film), death by execution 
(Peasants’ Revolt), death by plague (The Black Death) 
and death by Malmesbury wine (this may actually be a 
Wars of the Roses myth, but it does make a good story). 
If there’s one thing the Middle Ages has, it’s range. 

Year 8
Year 8 have been showing great maturity as they move 
into some of the most sobering history of Key Stage 
3. Having covered the huge shifts England underwent 
over the course of the English Civil War, pupils 
have grappled with big concepts such as ‘authority’, 
‘democracy’ and ‘dictatorship. They have also started 
to engage critically with interpretations of historical 
figures such as Oliver Cromwell and his layered legacy. 
This will serve pupils well as they continue through 
their study of the Transatlantic Slave Trade, exposing 
Britain’s role in the development of the trade itself and 
the scars it left cross the Atlantic.

Year 9
After studying the upheaval of the Russian Revolution 
and engaging with the complex ideologies of 
communism and capitalism, Year 9 pupils have now 
delved into the complicated developments of Inter-
War Germany and the rise of the Nazi party. With their 
understanding of the rise of fascism in Europe at this 
time, pupils have now started their topic of World War 
II, where they will explore the leading causes, main 
events, and outcomes of the war. Pupils will have the 
opportunity to examine just how far the war contributed 
to the changes of the later 20th century, with a focus on 
independence movements and equal rights.

Ancient Greece was the focus of our Ancient History 
Club this term and can we all say, what a Classic(s) 
choice it was. Pupils explored daily life in Ancient 
Greece, comparing Athens and Sparta, as well as 
engaging in some definitely-historically-accurate 
Greek vase crafting. Papier-mâché, famously created 
by Archimedes on an off-day. This particular topic 
was rounded off with a well-earned reward feast for 
pupils in recognition of their hard work and excellent 
attendance to the club. Honeycakes, stuffed vine 
leaves, flatbreads, olives, figs and much more were 
enjoyed along with a special viewing of Disney’s 
Hercules. This History teacher was reliably informed 
that her figs were ‘out of season, which would explain 
why they’re so small’. That’s the department told. 
 

This term pupils have started their new topic of the 
Maya, moving to Mesoamerica to explore the Mayan 
calendar, culture, religion and archaeology. Will 
chocolate feature in our end of topic feast? Pupils will 
have to attend to find out!

Classics Book Club
Our Classics book club took a trip to experience some 
of the Greek theatre that inspired our recent club picks. 
After finishing Madeline Miller’s ‘Circe’, a reimagining of 
the Odyssey and other myths from the point of view 
of the sorceress Circe, our book club was eager to see 
some more Greek myths with strong female leads. 
Electra, whilst unquestionably an interesting female 
lead, left something to be desired as a role model. 
Unless of course the plan was to have a matricidal 
young girl whose family can’t stop killing each other in 

the aftermath of the Trojan War as a role model. With a 
fantastic ensemble cast, some creative use of stockings 
as innards, and more Greek gods than you can shake a 
stick at, Electra was certainly an entertaining afternoon.

Ancient History Club

UCL’s Classics Department puts on an annual Greek 
Play open to schools and the public with tickets for 
only £5. Check out the UCL website for updates: 
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/culture/whats-on/electra 
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Modern Foreign Languages
by Mrs Alban Gonzalez, teacher of Spanish

In MFL pupils have studied diverse topics including school, free time activities and celebrations. They have 
learned how to use their French and Spanish knowledge in a creative way, making invitations, cartoons, 
comic strips and carrying out surveys. 

Some pupils have also showed their ability to use constructive feedback to make incredible progress. 

The department continues to promote the cultural capital. On this occasion, Christmas in Spain and Latin America.

Year 7 Spanish
An example of the creativity and artistic 
skills that pupils in Mrs Alban’s Year 7 
classes have shown. On this occasion, they 
created an alien character and described it 
using descriptive language in Spanish. 

Year 7 French
In Year 7 French, pupils in Mr Foster’s class 
carried out an interactive survey in French 
to find out where their classmates go at the 
weekend, as part of Module 4 ‘Dans ma ville’ 
(In my town). Pupils collectively completed 
a whole-class bar chart on the whiteboard 
displaying their results, practising their 
numeracy skills at the same time!

A-Level French
In A-level French, Crystall Mugabi in 
Year 12 produced an outstanding A* 
quality essay analysing the portrayal 
of the Parisian aristocracy in the 
film ‘Intouchables’, which we are studying 
this year. Crystall responded proactively 
to feedback on her last essay and has 
demonstrated excellent progress in her 
cinematic analysis skills.
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Year 8 Spanish
Ms Silva’s 8BK1 pupils have 
been working on the near future 
tense and key vocabulary about 
celebrations.   
 

They put on display their language 
knowledge, imagination and art skills. 

Pupils in Mrs Alban’s Year 7 classes 
have learnt how to describe their 
school using different opinions, 
connectives and adjectives. They 
created their own comic strips to 
portray what they do during their 
break time, practicing vocabulary 
learned in the lessons in an 
imaginative way.

Samuel Nsiona-Lola (7BK2)

Diana Norman (7BK2) Brave Moke-Luzolo (7BK2) Nina Bhonsle (7BK1) 

Sean McBrien (7DX1)
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Finally, during Spanish  

lunch club, pupils gained 
some cultural capital about 

Christmas in Spain and Latin 
America. They put on a 

Christmas nativity scene and 
made a piñata. Of course, the 

most exciting part was  
breaking it!   
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Sociology
by Miss Pitfield, teacher of Health & Social Care & Sociology

Year 13
Below are a section of posters that Year 13 Sociology 
students created to help them to remember and 
evaluate laws and policies that have had an influence 
on family relationships, size, and shape.
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GCSE Sociology 
Year 10 Sociology pupils have been learning about different family types that exist in the UK and the 
different ways that families organize themselves within their household. One way we have learnt about is 
the symmetrical family created by Willmott and Young (1970). Here, both partners complete an equal share 
of the housework by completing different roles. We created butterfly diagrams to help to demonstrate this 
idea of symmetry.
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Business Department
by Mr Borley, Head of Business & Economics

The A2 Business and Economics students have been taking part in the Investment 20/20 programme. 
Students have been engaged in three sessions, learning about the world of investment management. 
The talks have been directed by industry leaders and have given pupils a real insight into the tools they 
will require to be successful in this field. In the summer, students will be able to visit an investment 
management company and experience ‘a day in the life’ at the firm. In addition, there is the opportunity to 
apply for a range of apprenticeships with companies such as J.P Morgan, Triple Point, Santander and Aviva.
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Media Studies
by Miss Slevin, Head of Media

Wall of Excellence
Year 13 A-Level Production: Real Life Magazines
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Sport at St Thomas More
by Mr Ameh, Head of Boys’ PE & Miss Monsurate, Head of PE

Jr NBA Basketball
Year 7
Congratulations to the Year 7 boys’ basketball team 
for winning their first Jr NBA basketball game. The 
final score finished 14-4 to St Thomas More against 
Heartlands. The boys will be working hard to progress 
into the quarter-final. The Year 7 team have been 
allocated The Dallas Mavericks this year. Rocco Fiore 
(7DX2) and Aiden Jetto (7DX1)also stood out in a 25-
10 win against Gladesmore in the Haringey League. 

Year 8
The Year 8 basketball team are competing in this 
year’s JR NBA league representing the NBA team 
Oklahoma Thunder. The boys have commenced the 
season with a very successful start, winning several 
games in their group. The first game was against 
Heartlands High, where Dayshaun Yeboah (8DX1)
scored several points to secure a 40-8 win. This was 
followed up with a 32-10 victory against Latymer and 
a 36-9 victory against Harris Academy Tottenham. 
The boys are on course to qualify for the quarter-final. 

Year 9 Basketball- London Youth Games
The U14 boys’ basketball team won the Haringey 
Basketball League prior to the Christmas break after 
beating all schools in the borough. Their prowess and 
success enabled them to progress into the London 
Youth Games. This is where the top schools in each of 
the 33 boroughs in London are drawn into a round-robin 
competition. After travelling the capital and competing 
against various schools in rounds 1, 2 and 3, St Thomas 
More managed to vanquish Lammas School (Waltham 
Forest Champions) 80-43 in front of a hostile crowd 
and secure a place in this year’s Final 4s. We will now 
join the Westminster Champions, Richmond Champions 
and Wandsworth Champions at a neutral arena in East 
London to fight for the gold medal; congratulations to 
the boys and good luck to them in the finals.

Sixth Form Football 
The Sixth Form football team managed to secure 
a remarkable 7-0 win in the Middlesex Cup semi-
final against John Lyon. The final will be played at 
the Rectory Park Stadium at the end of this month; 
congratulations to the boys. They have also qualified 
for another Middlesex Cup semi-final against 
Ashmole and a London Cup quarter-final against JFS.
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Athletics
Congratulations to the Year 7 and 8 athletics teams 
for becoming Haringey champions for the 11th 
consecutive year. All teams have qualified for the 
London Youth Games’ final.

This term in PE, our Year 10 pupils have been 
learning about Sports Leadership in athletics. 
Twenty Year 10 pupils will be selected at the end of 
the unit to start the Sports Leadership Qualification 
which is a qualification recognised nationally.

Pupils have been learning about the 5 characteristics 
that make a good leader:

Year 10 PE

Year 10 have been demonstrating leadership in their 
warm ups, activities and in competitive situations in 
lessons and have even been coming out to KS3 clubs 
to help to lead sessions. Here is a picture of Obosa 
Ibizugbe in 10X1 coaching the KS3 rugby team.

Year 7 Netball
The Year 7 netball team went to their first Haringey 
Netball Tournament and placed 4th.

Year 7 & 8 Athletics
Year 7 and 8 boys and girls came 1st place in the 
Regionals finals, meaning they are in the A string 
final at Crystal Palace on 22nd March. 

Girls’ Rugby
This year our KS3 and KS4 rugby teams qualified for 
the London Youth Games Touch Rugby competition 
and went on to represent Haringey in Barn Elms. 

They fought hard in their heats and displayed 
fantastic resilience and discipline all day. The girls 
fell just short of the medal table this year, but are 
ready to compete in the Rugby League Regional 
Competitions next week. Good luck girls! 
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Our Year 10 girls’ rugby team also helped with 
the Primary School Haringey Athletics Competition 
this term. They helped to set up events, record 
results and to distribute medals at the end of the 
competition.

Core PE
In core PE, pupils have been learning about the cardio-
respiratory system and how it works. Year 7 have been 
learning about the cardivascular system in PE.

Jodie Gallagher (7DX1)

Meklit Bekele (8BK1)

Year 8 have been learning about the respiratory 
system in PE.

Year 7 have been learning about planes and axis of 
movement.

Tereza Lempelova (7MC1)

Patrycja Szamburska (7DX1)

Pupil Success
In January, Adaora Dioramma’s basketball team 
won the Basketball National Cup. Adaora (10DX2) is 
going to be attending the England Training Camp at 
Easter, as she was one of 15 girls selected. If she is 
successful at Easter she will be going to Manchester 
as part of the U16s England Squad in June. 
Adaora was selected 2 years ago, however, COVID 
interfered with the progression of the team. 

We wish her all the luck going forward!
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Goals for Year Groups
Year 7 -  Finishers goal: 17 minutes - BRONZE 14 mins, SILVER 11mins, GOLD 9.30 mins 
Year 8 -  Finishers goal: 17 minutes - BRONZE 13 mins, SILVER 10 mins, GOLD 9 mins 
Year 9 -  Finishers goal: 16 minutes - BRONZE 12 mins, SILVER 9 mins, GOLD 8.30 mins 
Year 10/11 - Finishers goal: 15 minutes - BRONZE 10.30 mins, SILVER 8.30 min, GOLD 8 mins 
Year 12/13 – Finishers goal: 14 minutes - BRONZE 10 mins, SILVER 8 min,  7.50mins                             

Tommy More Mile
This term, every pupil in KS3 and KS4 took part in our Tommy More Mile Challenge – running 1 mile around 
the school grounds. Several Year 11-13 pupils also volunteered to take on the challenge. It was a fantastic 
way to see our community come together. For many, this was a challenge of resilience and personal reward. 
However, the challenge was also set for every pupil to attempt to gain a bronze, silver or gold medal and to 
beat their teachers. Mr Rosen currently holds the school record with an impressive 5 minutes and 23 seconds. 

Outstanding Pupil Times
Jenny Wanda-Tchaptchet Year 7 9.43 min

Kristella Mikeli Year 7 8.10 min

Michaela Haynes Year 7 9.46 min

Maja Kowalska Year 8 8.03 min

Lamoy Olarerin Year 8 8.02 min

Nicholas Clark-Cuenco Year 10 6.32 min

Kasper Szymczak Year 10 6.30 min

Huugo Boateng Year 10 6.30 min

Akon Lucena Turay Year 10 6.13 min

Romeo Rojas Tudeau Year 11 5.48 min

Staff Results
Mr Rosen 5:23 min

Mr Wood 6:11 min

Mr Wunnerlich 6:12 min

Mr Best 6:45 min

Mr Festing 6:54 min

Mr Turner 7:04 min

Mr Nwokeji 7:09 min

Mr Amos 7:31 min

Miss Monsurate 7:48 min

Miss Kirwan 12:30 min


