
10th December 2021
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 13th December 2021
Year 8 HPV vaccinations (fi rst dose)
Sixth Form Online Parents’ Evening (16:30-18:30)
Tuesday, 14th December 2021
Year 11 Mock Results Morning (08:30)
Years 7-9 Free Christmas lunch
Year 8 HPV vaccinations (fi rst dose)
Wednesday, 15th December 2021
Years 10-13 Free Christmas lunch
Year 13 Politics visit to parliament (08:15-15:10)
Splendid Theatre performance and workshop (9:00-12:00)
Year 13 Safeguarding Workshop (09:10-10:10)
Pupil Carol Service
Friday, 17th December 2021
Christmas jumper/non-uniform day (£1 donation)
Last day of term: school closes at midday 
Monday, 20th December 2021
School closed for Christmas holidays
Tuesday, 4th January 2022
Teacher Training Day - school closed to pupils
Wednesday, 5th January 2022
School reopens to pupils in Years 7 (10:00am), 11 
(11:40am), 12 & 13 (08:40am). Please letter dated 
9th December.
Thursday, 6th January 2022
School reopens to pupils in Years 8 (08:50am), 
9 (10:00am) & 10 (11:40am).  All other years attend 
as normal.  Please see letter dated 9th December.

INTRODUCTION
God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble. (Psalm 46:1).

Last year Pope Francis declared a Year of St Joseph. He 
wrote a letter about St. Joseph, Patris Corde (With a 
Father’s Heart): “Each of us can discover in Joseph – the 
man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times 
of trouble” Joseph was crucial to God’s plan, he provided 
the protection, love, and home that Jesus would need. 

As we approach the last week of this term, we are 
reminded of our school community and how we protect 
and love one another. We will be celebrating this time of 
year with a free Christmas lunch for all, a carol service, and 
a non-school uniform day to raise money for our charities. 
These events bring us closer together and emphasise our 
need and the importance of belonging. 

The last week of term will continue to be as normal, in 
terms of lessons and structure. 

God bless, 
Alex Rosen, 
Acting Head of School

CHRISTMAS EPRAISE DRAW
This term’s Epraise winners will be revealed during 
next week’s assemblies:
Year 7 - Friday 17th December 
Year 8 - Tuesday 14th December
Year 9 - Thursday 16th December
Year 10 - Monday 13th December
Year 11 - Monday 13th December
Year 12 - Wednesday 15th December
Year 13 - Wednesday 15th December
The top 5 pupils from each year group will receive Amazon 
vouchers: 1st Place - £30, 2nd Place - £20, 3rd Place - £10, 
4th Place - £5, 5th Place - £5, and there will also be one 
fortunate pupil in each year group who will win a laptop! 

MOCK RESULTS DAY FOR SIXTH FORM
On Thursday, our Sixth Form students 
collected their Mock Examination 
results envelopes. There has been a 
lot of hard work this term, and many 
students had their eff orts rewarded 
with a good set of mock exams. For 
most, there is plenty of work still to 
be done before the summer and we 
would ask that you encourage your 
child to attend all of the additional 
lessons that are provided, and to refl ect on the areas they 
need to focus on going forward. On Tuesday next week, 
Year 11 students will receive their Mock Examination results 
from 8:30am in the New Canteen.

ORDER! ORDER!
The School Council visited 
the Houses of Parliament 
this week to learn 
about democracy and 
representation in the UK. 
Students had a full tour of 
the Palace of Westminster 
before engaging in a 
debate workshop where they argued about introducing 
free travel to all those under 18. The students saw how 
their role as Form Representatives is similar to that of an 
MP, and they returned to school armed with suggestions on 
how we could make our school more democratic. 
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Words of the Week
Monday - Intransigent (Adjective): Unwilling 
or refusing to change one’s views or to agree about 
something.
Tuesday - Predilection (Noun): A preference 
or special liking for something; a bias in favour of 
something.
Wednesday - Tantamount (Adjective): Equivalent in 
seriousness to; virtually the same as.
Thursday - Diff use (Verb): Spread over a wide area 
or between a large number of people; not concentrated; 
(Adjective) Lacking clarity or conciseness.
*Cultural Capital: Diff usion is the net movement of 
anything (particles or molecules) generally from a region 
of high concentration to a region of low concentration.
Friday - Interloper (Noun): A person who becomes 
involved in a place or situation where they are not 
wanted or are considered not to belong.

Idiom of the Week
‘Break the ice’
Meaning: Doing or saying something to make people 
feel relaxed and comfortable.
Examples: 
‘At parties, I tell jokes to break the ice.’
‘It’s not always easy to break the ice at a formal 
meeting.’

YEAR 9 BASKETBALL TEAM
Congratulations to the Year 9 
basketball team for becoming 
this year’s Haringey basketball 
champions. The fi nal score was 
65-42 to St Thomas More against 
Greig City Academy. The Year 9 
basketball team will now represent 
Haringey in the London Youth 
Games’ competition. 

SIXTH FORM FOOTBALL TEAM
The Sixth Form football team had 
two excellent results this week. 
They beat Brampton Manor 7-4 in 
the London Cup, which means they 
have qualifi ed for the quarter-fi nal. 
They were also successful against 
Drayton Manor and qualifi ed for the 
Middlesex Cup quarter-fi nal. The 
fi nal score on the evening was 7-1. Well done to Ronaldhinio 
Trim for scoring 7 goals in two games.

YEAR 7 FOOTBALL
The Year 7 football team have made 
it to the last 32 teams in the National 
Football Cup after beating Hurtsmere 
4-3 on penalties. The boys are doing 
exceptionally well considering 585 
teams in the country entered the competition. We wish the 
Year 7 team all the best in the next round. 

YEAR 9 FOOTBALL
A football friendly was arranged 
against our sister school Bishop 
Douglass this week. Well done 
to the Year 9 football team for 
winning the game 5-4 on penalties. 
Graceli Kadiabioko scored 4 goals 
on the day.

AMAZON
Isla from Amazon came in this 
week to deliver a presentation 
to Year 8 on technology. 
The presentation was 
engaging, with plenty of Q&A 
opportunities. In the coming 
weeks selected pupils will be 
working on a competition for a 
brand new app.

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD
Congratulations to this week’s 
winners of the Headteacher’s 
Awards: Kokob Awet (7KL2) 
for her excellent literacy 
and Christmas poem and 
Antonio De Oliveira (7MC1) 
for his community spirit 
and outstanding sporting 
commitment.

I will proclaim your greatness, my God and king: I will 
thank you forever and ever. Every day I will thank you; 
I will praise you forever and ever. The Lord is great 
and is to be highly praised; his greatness is beyond 
understanding. What you have done will be praised 
from one generation to the next; they will proclaim your 
mighty acts. They will speak of your glory and majesty, 
and I will meditate on your wonderful deeds. People will 
speak of your mighty deeds, and I will proclaim your 
greatness. They will tell about all your goodness and 
sing about your kindness. (Psalms 145: Verse 3-6).

Thought for the Week
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This Sunday’s Gospel continues last week’s focus on John 
the Baptist and his role in preparing the way for Christ. 
Recall that last week’s reading described John’s appearance 
in the desert and established his connection with the 
prophetic tradition of Israel. If we were to read Luke’s 
Gospel continuously, we would learn about John the Baptist 
challenging the crowds who came to him and calling upon 
them to show evidence of their repentance. John tells his 
listeners that they cannot rely on their lineage as Israelites 
because children of Abraham can be raised up from stones. 
Repentance, rather, must be observable in one’s actions. 
Here, Luke is continuing to set up two important themes 
of his Gospel message: the Christian faith is expressed 
in one’s actions, and the call to salvation is extended to 
everyone, Jews and Gentiles.
In today’s Gospel reading, the crowds ask John the Baptist 
for specifi cs. What evidence of repentance is required? 
John replies by naming concrete actions: crowds should 
share their food and cloaks; tax collectors should be just; 
soldiers should act fairly. The concern for justice is a 
hallmark of Luke’s Gospel.
When the crowd begins to wonder if John the Baptist might 
be the Messiah, John interprets his baptism and makes 
it clear that his ministry is in preparation for the Messiah. 
John the Baptist knows his place and role in God’s plan 
of salvation. By encouraging the crowd to act similarly in 
accordance with their stations in life, John’s teaching suggests 
that each person has a role to play in God’s salvation. It is 
the great mystery of our salvation that God permits and even 
asks for human cooperation in his divine plans.
The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. 
Gaudete is a Latin word that means “rejoice.” This name is 
taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday’s Mass, which 
is also echoed in today’s second reading from the Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians. Some people mark this Sunday 
by lighting a pink candle instead of a purple one on their 
Advent wreath. It is a reminder that the Advent season is a 
season of joy because our salvation is already at hand.
In the middle of Advent, a liturgical season of anticipation and 
hope, it may strike you as odd that we speak of “weary days” 
and “sleepless nights.” Yet, as the readings from Zephaniah 
and Luke make clear, the promise of salvation - healing, 
wholeness - doesn’t simply happen to us. It is a striving. As a 

religious concept and a human reality, salvation signifi es that 
the sacred and the human are always intertwined.
John the Baptist, the patron saint of Advent, points the 
way to Jesus’ mission of salvation, announcing that the 
reign of God is here and now, but not yet. In the gospel 
setting, crowds are listening to the prophet and asking 
him, “What then should we do?” (Luke 3:10). If we pay 
attention, John the Baptist invites us to receive the “one 
mightier than I [who] is coming” (Luke 3:16).
In this time of Advent, the desert prophet is not calling us 
to a mere birthday party. Rather, he is calling us to receive 
the gift of repentance in light of individual and social sin. 
It’s an invitation to turn away, to begin again, to redirect 
our attention to conform to the love of God, to the love of 
humanity, to the love of all creation. The biblical tradition 
has something to off er us in discerning both what salvation 
off ers and how to achieve it through courageous actions.
Here, these words from Isaiah: “God indeed is my 
salvation; I am confi dent and unafraid. . . . With joy you 
will draw water from the fountains of salvation” (Isaiah 
12:2–3). Read it a few times. God was at work in the 
prophets Isaiah and John the Baptist. God is at work in 
Pope Francis who summons us to situate the entirety of our 
life as mission. Let us transform the world by drawing fresh 
water from the springs of salvation through Jesus Christ.
“But when we look around and we think things over” about 
the Advent mystery in our own lives, we can echo Paul the 
Apostle, “Rejoice in the Lord always. I shall say it again: 
rejoice” (Phil. 4:4).
Prayer
As Christmas draws closer, help us to remember anyone 
who is sick or lonely at this time of year, the homeless and 
sad, those who are hungry or at war. May the peace and 
joy of Christmas reach out and touch our lives. God of 
hope, we cling to you, for you renew the face of the earth. 
Through the gift of your Son, our Lord Jesus, we follow 
you on the path of dawn. Enlightened by your love and 
wisdom, help us to lead each other and all creatures back 
to your open arms. Amen.
Motivation Quote
Pray and refl ect with us this Advent during this season of 
preparation, hope and expectation ahead of Christmas. 
Advent brings us closer to Christ who is with us. We are 
reminded that no one is beyond the reach of God’s love. 
We wait with joy for the Lord, the hope of the world. We 
are called to reach out with love to our sisters and brothers 
in need, sharing our hope for a world transformed. 
A God Who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
“A person’s steps are made secure by the Lord when they 
delight in his way. Though they trip up, they won’t be thrown 
down, because the Lord holds their hand.” Following the 
path of God will ensure that you are guided by Him through 
any trouble that may come your way. (Psalm 37:23-24).
“He’s the one who comforts us in all our trouble so that we 
can comfort other people who are in every kind of trouble. 
We off er the same comfort that we ourselves received from 
God.” (2 Corinthians 1:4).

RE
Third Sunday of Advent in Year C       
Week Beginning December 12th 2021
Gospel Reading: (Luke 3:10-18)
Gospel Refl ection: Lead lives fi lled with goodness
John the Baptist teaches the path of repentance 
and announces Christ


