
21st January 2022
INTRODUCTION
“The Holy Spirit is present whenever believers gather 
together” (Matthew 18:20). 

Community spirit, tolerance and respect for the diverse 
cultures and backgrounds within the school is what makes 
us unique. I am always proud to see our children interacting 
and working together as a community. Our extensive PSHE 
programme and our extra-curricular clubs, enable pupils 
to understand, share and come together. Pope Francis 
highlights the importance of this when he says “Dear 
brothers and sisters, the Church loves you! Be an active 
presence in the community, as living cells, as living stones”  

It will not solely be the academic achievements that 
defi nes a child at St Thomas More School it will also be 
how well they contribute to society and become Global 
citizens with British values. 

With the latest Government announcements in mind, 
we are continuing to wear masks in the building; I am 
requesting your support in ensuring that your child has a 
mask for the start of the week.

God bless
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 24th January 2022
AS Business & Economics Think Investment Workshop 
(15:10-16:10)
Tuesday, 25th January 2022
Year 11 Online Parents’ Evening (16:30-18:30)
Wednesday, 26th January 2022
Year 12 & 13 Chemistry Trip to London Metropolitan 
University
Thursday, 27th January 2022
Song Writing Workshop for singing lesson pupils 
(09:10-11:10)
Friday, 28th January 2022
A-level Geography Trip departs
Year 12 Careers Workshop (14:10-15:00)
Sixth Form Public Speaking Competition (15:15-16:30)
Sunday, 30th January 2022
A-Level Geography Trip returns (16:00)

OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITY FOR YEAR 9
At Escape Studios Art&Design 
Saturday Club, experienced 
tutors put together a hands-
on and exciting programme 
where Club members will have 
the opportunity to experience 
the entire process of creating 
their own creatures, from the 
initial sketch to 3D modelling 
and sculpting. It is the perfect opportunity for anyone 
interested in the Creative Industries to learn more about VFX, 
Animation and Games whilst having fun! 
Members will get to use state-of-the-art facilities and 
be taught by industry experienced tutors and studio 
assistants, who’ll be on hand to help you every week. 
https://saturday-club.org/club/escape-studios-art-design/
Furthermore, the programme provides an insight into the 
diverse educational and job opportunities that can lead to 
exciting careers in their future.
Club members also take part in national events including 
Masterclasses with leading industry professionals and the 
Summer Show, where Saturday Clubs nationwide exhibit 
their work in a public exhibition – all for free! 
Club dates: January 2022 – May 2022
Register online at: https://saturday-club.org/join-a-club/
It’s free and could lead on to a career in the creative 
industries. Please register on-line, get parental 
permission and also speak to Mr Brankin.

YEAR 13 INTOUNIVERSITY WORKSHOP: 
‘SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE’
The Year 13 group had 
their fi nal workshop after 
seven years working 
with IntoUniversity. The 
programme has supported 
them since the start of Year 7 
when they were adjusting to 
secondary school. The IntoUniversity staff  have helped them 
cope with each new challenge as it arises; homework, time-
management, revision, GCSEs, university applications and 
now fi nally, to prepare for life beyond school. The Haringey 
North Centre will still be there for them to assist with any 
individual support that may be needed.

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD
Congratulations to this 
week’s winners of the 
Headteacher’s Award; Aswini 
Anton (8BK2) and Luka 
Erídano Sadiku (8DX1) for 
their community spirit and 
Catholic ethos (contribution 
to ‘A Moment for Jesus’) 
and Hannah Fox (8DX1) for 
consistently producing excellent work in English. 

https://saturday-club.org/national-saturday-club/masterclasses/
https://saturday-club.org/national-saturday-club/summer-show/


Words of the Week
Monday - Ostensibly (Adverb): As appears or is stated 
to be true, though not necessarily so; apparently.
Tuesday - Requisite (Adjective): Made necessary by 
particular circumstances or regulations; (Noun)- A thing 
that is necessary for the achievement of a specifi ed end.
Wednesday - Levity (Noun): The treatment of a 
serious matter with humour or lack of due respect.
Thursday - Diaspora (Noun): The dispersion or spread 
of any people from their original homeland.
*Cultural Capital - United Nations: India has the 
largest diaspora population in the world with 18 million 
people from the country living outside their homeland in 
2020, according to a report by the United Nations, which 
says the UAE, the US and Saudi Arabia host the largest 
number of migrants from India.
Friday - Rapacious (Adjective): Aggressively greedy 
or grasping.

Idiom of the Week
‘Go off  the rails’
Meaning: To start behaving in an unacceptable way; to go 
into a state of chaos or disorder
Examples: 
‘So close to exams is the worst time to go off  the rails.’
‘The project has started going off  the rails since the 
manager left.’

The most important key to success is having the discipline 
to do what you know should be done even when you do 
not feel like doing it. Stay positive work hard and make it 

happen.

most importanttnt kkey to success is having the did scipli
Thought for the Week

YEAR 7 PSHE
This term, Year 7 are 
studying the ‘living in 
the wider world’ unit. On 
Thursday 20th January, Year 
7 explored the challenges 
of prejudice, discrimination 
and stereotypes existing in 
society. The pupils were able to identify ways this takes 
place and the impact it has on diff erent groups of people 
across the world. The pupils were exposed to diff erent 
forms of discrimination and prejudice towards minority 
groups in the community and the eff ect of this. They then 
were encouraged to discuss how they could safely challenge 
discrimination and prejudice amongst their peers, using 
current examples throughout the world. By the end of the 
session, pupils had recognised the problems that minority 
groups face and the ways to report these, alongside 
stereotyping. Year 7 were engaged and enthusiastic 
throughout, with some students creating posters to 
promote inclusivity at St Thomas More School.

YEAR 8 PSHE
This term Year 8 PSHE pupils have been learning about how 
to tackle discrimination in all its forms. Last week pupils 
learnt about how to manage infl uences on their beliefs and 
decisions, with some engaging discussion about strategies 
to avoid peer pressure and group thinking being discussed 
during PSHE morning. This week pupils have focused 
on how to recognise and challenge racism and religious 
discrimination in both the school and wider societal context.

STEM CLUB
Members of the STEM 
club took part in a virtual 
visit to Imperial College 
London which included; an 
introduction to Imperial, 
Outreach Programmes and 
Summer Schools, and a 
research talk by a Chemical Engineer.  

BASKETBALL
Congratulations to the Year 7 boys’ basketball team for 
winning their fi rst Jr NBA basketball game. The fi nal 
score fi nished 14-4 to St Thomas More School.

ATHLETICS
The Year 8 boys and girls continue their legacy after being 
crowned Haringey champions once again.  

FOOTBALL 
The Year 8 football team have progressed into the London 
Cup quarter-fi nal after beating George Green School 4-1.
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RE
Week Beginning 23rd January 2022 Year C
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel: Reading: (Luke 1:1-4) (1st Cor 12: 12:30)
Gospel Refl ection: We belong to one body
Sometimes when we hurt ourselves, we realise just how often 
we use that particular part of our body. This week’s Gospel, 
St Paul, reminds us that one body is made up of many parts, 
and that all of these are important in their own way.
Just as your body has many diff erent parts, so it is with the 
Christian family. Each part of your body has a special job to 
do, and without that part, your body could not work properly. 
Without your legs you could not stand up and walk. Many 
diff erent parts make up one body, and every part is just as 
important as another. Each one of us belongs to the one 
family of God, and has special gifts which God has given to 
us. We must use these gifts to make sure that the one body 
of Christ works properly and is full of life. (1st Cor 12: 12:30).
St Paul compared us to parts of the one body of Christ. What 
did he mean? At Baptism each of us became a member of 
the family of God and was invited to share in the life of Jesus 
who rose from the dead. Although there are many Christians 
in the world today, together we make up one Church, or one 
body which believes in and follows the teachings of Jesus.
As many parts belonging to the one body of Christ, what 
jobs can we do in the church and in our ordinary lives? We 
can put whatever talents we have to good use in lots of 
diff erent ways.
Many people help us to celebrate at church on Sunday – the 
musicians and choir, the fl ower arrangers, the readers, the 
people who welcome us at the door. They do all these jobs 
on behalf of everyone. In the same way, in our ordinary 
lives, our acts of kindness and love, work on behalf of 
everyone else who belongs to the family of God.
Whatever strengthens the community of the 
church is to be sought, welcomed, and nurtured as God’s 
good gift. Yet it may be worth noticing that the gifts which 
Paul lists as “fi rst, second, third” in (verse 28 of 1st Cor) all 
deal with the word spoken to the church in one form or 
another. “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing comes 
through the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). A congregation 
can probably exist and even thrive without healings or 
speaking in tongues; but it cannot live without the word of 
Christ spoken and heard. It is the good news, proclaimed 
and taught, that will form the church into one body in Christ.
Prayer
Lord Jesus, you call each one of us to belong to one 
people, the family of God. Help us, together with our 
brothers and sisters, to share your love with the world.
God our Father we pray for the grace to respond to the 
call of discipleship, quickly and decisively, for the grace 
to witness God’s love by embracing all works of charity 
and justice, for the grace to collaborate with other people 
of good will in relieving need and addressing its causes, 
for the grace to make no distinction in those we serve 
because, in them, help us to see the face of Christ. Merciful 
God, hear us! Amen

Pope Francis
On Sunday 23rd January, the Church celebrates the Sunday 
of the Word of God.  Let us open ourselves to the presence 
of God who, through his Word, wishes to reveal himself to 
us and dwell in the midst of our lives.
Pope Francis has designated the Third Sunday in Ordinary 
Time as the Sunday of the Word of God. While every 
Sunday is a day to focus on God’s Word as proclaimed 
at Mass, we make special emphasis on God’s Word this 
Sunday. We encourage catechists, Catholic school teachers, 
and parents to consider ways to celebrate the Word of God 
in a special way in honor of this observance.
This year will mark the third celebration of the Sunday of 
the Word of God, which was instituted by Pope Francis 
on 30th September 2019. The Sunday of the Word of God 
seeks to highlight the presence of the Lord in the life of 
men and women. God really walks with us and is present 
through the Word, inspired by the biblical story of the 
Disciples of Emmaus who, while on their way, revisit the 
Scriptures with the Lord, allowing themselves to be taught 
and enlightened.
Motivational Quote
“No one is born hating another person because of the 
colour of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People 
must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, they can 
be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the 
human heart than its opposite.” Nelson Mandela
The God Who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
“Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always.” 
“Be on your guard; stand fi rm in the faith; be courageous; 
be strong.” “The Sovereign Lord is my strength; he makes 
my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to tread 
on the heights.” “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 
mighty power.” (1 Chronicles 16:11).
For I consider that the suff erings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be 
revealed to us. (Romans 8:18).

Saints for week beginning 23rd January 2022
23. Third Sunday in Ordinary Time, Sunday   

of the Word of God
Sunday

24. Francis de Sales; Our Lady of Peace Memorial
25. Feast of Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle Feast
26. Timothy and Titus Memorial
27. Angela Merici Opt. Mem.
28. Thomas Aquinas Memorial
30. Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Sunday
31. John Bosco Memorial

The Holy Father’s Intentions for the Month of January
For true human fraternity: We pray for all those suff ering 
from religious discrimination and persecution; may their 
own rights and dignity be recognised, which originate from 
being brothers and sisters in the human family. (See also 
https://www.popesprayer.net/).






