
26th February 2021
INTRODUCTION
This season gives us time to refl ect, re-evaluate and an 
opportunity to improve ourselves. In his book ‘Let us 
Dream’, Pope Francis says “This is a moment to dream big, 
to rethink our priorities - what we value, what we want, 
what we seek – and commit to act in our daily life on what 
we have dreamed of.”

Thankfully, we are due to return to school during the week 
of 8th March. This is extremely good news, as it means 
that our children will be able to follow their dreams. I have 
outlined in a letter, that you will receive today, the plans for 
our return to school; details are also on our website.

As a school, during lockdown, we have tried to ensure that 
your children have followed the same routines as much 
as possible, with registrations, assemblies and live lessons 
all available to them. The return to school, for some, may 
be a little daunting and I would urge you to help with this 
transition by getting your child back into the habit of going 
to school. Please ask them to get their uniform, masks and 
equipment ready and a return to early bedtimes will help 
them prepare for the next stage of their school life. We are 
really looking forward to welcoming your children back and 
the fi rst week will be a time to reconnect and re-engage in 
school life.

God bless,
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 3rd March 
Year 10 Online Parents’ Evening (4:00pm-6:00pm)
Thursday 4th March
World Book Day

LOCKDOWN READING CHALLENGE
The Lockdown Reading Challenge has now 
fi nished and it has been a great success. 
We’ve had an incredible 334 entries! 
Thirty-six pupils have been identifi ed for 
their commitment to the challenge over the 
last 4 weeks, as well as their outstanding 
eff ort with the tasks. They have all won a 
place in a bespoke workshop with an author 
on World Book Day. Students who have also 
won a £5 Amazon voucher are:

Edward Acevedo Coronado (7DX2) 
Baraka Mugaza (8KL2)
De’schon Brade Greenaway (9KL2)
Jonathan Ndukauba-Ibekwe (10BK1)
Daniel Ellis (11DX1)

FACE MASKS
All pupils and staff  are required to wear a 
mask in school. Pupils will be expected to 
have their own masks. The school will be 
selling masks at pupil reception. Reusable masks will cost 
£2.00 and disposable will be £0.20.

UNIFORM
Please ensure that your child is ready to return to school 
wearing their full school uniform.  Any items required 
should be ordered online, ready for their return during the 
week of 8th March.

JUNIOR BAKE-OFF

SCRATCH COMPETITION!
The ICT and Computing department 
are running a competition for Years 7, 8 and 9. We would 
like you to create a game on the theme of children’s books.
Specifi cations of the game:
• You must use Scratch https://scratch.mit.edu/
• The game must include 2 or more backdrop changes, this 

can be an introduction backdrop, game over backdrop or 
even multiple levels. 

• It must be child friendly (not violent, rude or discriminating).
• You must include at least one character in your game. 
• You must include either a score, timer or lives.
• You must meet all specifi cations, otherwise your entry will be 

disqualifi ed. We will be judging based on the following: 1. Code 
Effi  ciency (50%), 2. Graphics (25%), 3. Overall game (25%).

Important Information: 
• It must be your own work, you cannot work in teams.
• Only one entry per person.
• There will be one winner from each year group. 
• Everyone who participates will get a certifi cate of participation.

You must send your game either as a link or game fi le to  
s.ghoudelbourk@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk by 3:00pm, 
Friday 5th March 2021.  The prize is a £20 Amazon voucher.
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Words of the Week

RE
Week Beginning 28th February 2021 Year B
Second Sunday of Lent
Gospel Reading: Genesis 22: 1-13:
Gospel Refl ection: Trust Me:
When Abraham was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared 
and said to him, “I am God almighty; walk before me, and 
be blameless. I will make my covenant between me and you, 
and will make you exceedingly numerous”. When God asked 
Abraham to kill his son, and like Noah, he had complete faith 
and trust in God. God put this trust to the test when he asked 
Abraham to kill his son Isaac. “Abraham”, he said, “I want you 
to take your son Isaac to the top of the mountain and off er 
him as a sacrifi ce to me!”  Abraham loved Isaac very much, 
but he trusted God completely and was ready to obey him. He 
loaded his donkey with wood and set off  to the mountain God 
had shown him. On the way, Isaac asked his father, ”Where 
is the lamb you will sacrifi ce?” Abraham answered him “God 
will provide a lamb.”  When they arrived, they built an altar 
and piled it with wood. Then Abraham tied Isaac’s hands and 
feet and took out a knife ready to kill his only son.  Suddenly 
a voice from heaven said, “Abraham, Abraham, do not kill the 
son you love so much. Your trust and love for me was so great 
that you were ready to sacrifi ce your only son for my sake.”  
Looking up, Abraham noticed a ram whose horns were tangled 
in a thorn bush. He off ered the ram as a sacrifi ce to God in 
place of his precious son Isaac.
To sacrifi ce something means to off er something for the 
sake of someone else. In Old Testament times, people would 
sacrifi ce animals by killing them and off ering their lives to God. 
Life is the most precious gift of all, and these off erings showed 
how much they loved God.
Abraham and his wife Sarah were already old when Isaac 
was born, so he was particularly precious to them. What can 
we learn from the scripture reading of Abraham and Isaac? 
Abraham was ready to trust God completely and put his love 
for him before everything else. God saw his obedience and 
faith and made sure that Isaac came to no harm. We should 
love God and trust him with all our hearts, just as Abraham did.
Prayer:
Lord, give us the faith and courage of Abraham, to do whatever 
you might ask of us. Make our trust and love for you grow 
stronger each day. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
The God who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’ 
Be careful for nothing: but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. Philippians 4:6
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. Psalms 23:1
Lent is a season of refl ection, re-evaluation, repentance and 
reconciliation. Lent is a time of profound grace and we are 
invited to let that grace sink in, take root and change us.
Through our observance of these days, by listening to the 
Scripture from the Lenten liturgies and by participating in the 
traditional practices of the Church, we are invited, in this holy 
season, to be stripped down and cleansed from all the obstacles 
that keep us from seeing our true selves clearly; stripped down 
so that we may come to understand more powerfully the Love 

Monday - Absurd (Adjective): Wildly unreasonable, 
illogical, or inappropriate.
Tuesday - Itinerant (Adjective): Travelling from place 
to place.
Wednesday - Pre-eminent (Adjective): Surpassing all 
others; very distinguished in some way.
Thursday - Convalesce (Verb): Recover one’s health 
and strength over a period of time after an illness or 
medical treatment.
Friday - Modicum (Noun): A small quantity of a 
particular thing, especially something desirable or valuable.

Idiom of the Week

d f h k

‘To extend an olive branch’
Meaning: To reach out and make peace with someone.
Examples: ‘The Prime Minister extended the olive branch 
to the opposition.’
‘After weeks of arguing, I off ered my friend an olive 
branch.’
Origin: This idiom has a biblical origin; it comes from the 
Book of Genesis. The sign that the fl ood was over was an 
olive branch brought back to the ark by a dove.

of God who embraces all of who we are.
There are many ways to enter into the spirit of the season 
and to ‘observe’ these days. It is not so important what we do 
as it is important that we do something to make these days 
diff erent from all the rest. One great way to enter into this 
season is by following the traditional practices of the Church 
which are: prayer, fasting and almsgiving. What is great about 
these practices is that they give us a way to enter into this 
season of healing with body and soul; physically and spiritually.
Almsgiving: It is more than just giving away money but also 
the giving of our time through serving the needs of those around 
us, a practice which encourages us to let go of things (money, 
possessions, our valuable time) which may have taken on too 
high a priority in our lives and which can cause us to be separated 
from one another. It also challenges us to take a serious look at 
distinguishing between what we need and what we want.
Fasting: In the same spirit of examining our needs and wants, 
fasting, which is a practice of rearranging our eating habits 
either by cutting down on consumption or by abstaining all 
together, helps us to be reminded of our need for God to fi ll us. 
Fasting allows us to feel physically the ongoing spiritual needs 
of the soul and can help us to feel the truth that only God can 
truly satisfy our deepest longings. Almsgiving and fasting help 
us to do, to feel, to tangibly experience the season of Lent.
Prayer: This is the other traditional practice in the Church, 
and through prayer we are able to experience Lent on a 
spiritual level. Prayer slows us down, allows us to be focused, 
and enables us to be stripped away from our obsession with 
this world and moves us to a higher consciousness. Prayer 
allows us to ‘see’ our life and our works with the eyes of faith 
that opens the heart to seeing God in the midst of it all.
Let us pray for each other that during this season of Lent we 
can refl ect on what is important and ask God for a renewal of 
our faith and hope in him.

Do not stress about the closed doors behind you. New doors 
are opening if you keep moving forward.

ot stress about the closed doors behind you New doo

Thought for the Week


