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INTRODUCTION
The St Thomas More community comes from the sense 
of responsibility we have for each other. In the Bible, God 
encourages us to take care of our brothers and sisters. 
We must remember the importance of maintaining the 
connection with each other and focusing on building a 
community of love in word and actions. 

We are fi nally able to return to school after nine weeks of 
remote learning. This is an extremely valuable time for the 
school community and in particular your children. We need 
to ensure that the return to school is a safe one and that 
we can continue to provide an education for everyone. I 
urge you to complete the testing consent form before your 
child is due for the lateral fl ow test.  The link to the form 
was emailed to you last week and can be found on our 
website (Parents’ page). It is important that as many pupils 
as possible are tested, as this will enable us to achieve a 
COVID safe school. We will be continuing with our COVID 
safe rules; social distancing, hand sanitising, mask wearing 
and ventilated rooms.

Please note the day and time your child is required to be in 
school for their test. If they are not in school, they should 
follow the remote learning plan.

Testing Schedule
Monday, 8th March 10.00 Year 11 Test 1 (BK1,MC1,DX1,KL1)

11.15 Year 11 Test 1 (BK2,MC2,DX2,KL2)
13.00 - 15.00  Year 13 Test 1 - All

Tuesday, 9th March 09.00 Year 10 Test 1 (BK1,MC1,DX1,KL1)
10.00 Year 10 Test 1 (BK2,MC2,DX2,KL2)
12.40 Year 12 Test 1 - All

Wednesday, 10th March 09.00 Year 9 Test 1 (BK1,MC1,DX1,KL1, BK3)
10.00 Year 9 Test 1 (BK2,MC2,DX2,KL2)
12.40 Year 8 Test 1 (BK1,MC1,DX1,KL1, BK3)
13.40 Year 8 Test 1 (BK2,MC2,DX2,KL2)

Thursday, 11th March 09.00 Year 7 Test 1 (BK1,MC1,DX1,KL1, BK3)
10.00 Year 7 Test 1 (BK2,MC2,DX2,KL2, KL3)

Please note that there will be no live lesson for Period 5 
on Monday, and pupils should look for their work on Show 
My Homework.

I look forward to seeing your children next week. Stay safe 
and well.

God bless,
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday 10th March 
Year 10 Online Parents’ Evening (4:00pm-6:00pm)

WORLD BOOK DAY
We received nearly 60 entries into an art competition for 
World Book Day - pupils designed their own book covers. 
The winning pupil is Gian Paolo Guadines, 10DX1, for his 
fantastic interpretation and design of ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’ 
by Harper Lee. He wins a £10 Amazon voucher.

FOOD TECH
Year 9 and Year 10 food technology pupils have been 
busy preparing a wide variety of dishes at home over the 
lockdown period.

Maja Grzybek (9BK1) Amira Joseph-McLoughlin (9BK1)
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Words of the Week

RE
Week Beginning 7th March 2021 Year B
Third Sunday of Lent
Gospel Reading: John 2: 13-22
Gospel Refl ection: Anger in the Temple
Jesus said, ‘My father’s house is a house of prayer.’ So 
when he came to the temple in Jerusalem and saw how 
people had pushed God to one side and allowed money and 
business to become more important, he was very angry.
Jesus went to Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish Passover. 
He found the temple in Jerusalem full of people selling 
animals, and amongst them sat the overturned tables of 
the money changers, scattering their coins everywhere.
Angrily he chased the animals and the merchants out of 
the temple shouting at them, ‘Take all of these things 
away and stop making my father’s house into a market 
place!’ The temple priests tried to stop Jesus and asked, 
‘What right do you have to act like this?’ Jesus answered, 
‘Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in three days.’ 
‘This temple took forty six years to build! How could you 
rebuild it in three days?’ they exclaimed.
The temple which Jesus spoke of was his own body, and 
after his resurrection from the dead, his disciples would 
understand what Jesus had said that day.
The Jewish people go to the temple to pray and off er 
sacrifi ces to God. Ordinary money with the picture of 
Caesar on it could not be used in the temple. Instead 
special temple coins were used to buy animals, and to 
pay the temple taxes. The money changer’s job was to 
exchange the Roman coins for the temple coins.
Jesus was angry because it was his father’s house and it 
had become a market place, fi lled with people buying and 
selling, instead of being a place of prayer and respect. 
Jesus was mad so he told them that if the temple was 
destroyed, he could rebuild it in three days. The people 
thought that Jesus was talking about the temple itself but 
what he was talking about was the ‘temple’ of his own 
body, which would  be destroyed by death on the cross, 
but would be raised to life again after three days.
The house of God is a place of prayer where we can be 
close to God in a special way, so we too should respect 
God’s house when we go to church. 
Prayer:
O God, who have commanded us to listen to your beloved 
Son, be pleased we pray, to nourish us inwardly by your 
word, that, with spiritual sight made pure, we may rejoice 
to behold your glory. Father we ask that you will forgive 
us of our sins and bring us to everlasting life. Through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, or ever and ever. 
Amen.

Monday - Emancipate (Verb): To free from legal, 
social, or political restrictions; Liberated.
Tuesday - Svelte (Adjective): (Of a person) slender 
and elegant.
Wednesday - Doyen (Noun): The most respected or 
prominent person in a particular fi eld.
Thursday - Languish (Verb): (Of a person, animal, or 
plant) lose or lack vitality; grow weak. Or be forced to 
remain in an unpleasant place or situation.
Friday - Fluke (Noun): An unlikely chance occurrence, 
especially a surprising piece of luck.

Idiom of the Week

d f h k

‘Full of hot air’
Meaning: Somebody full of exaggerations; somebody 
talking a lot without knowing much about what they are 
saying.
Examples: ‘The salesman didn’t tell me anything new; 
he was just full of hot air.’
‘We didn’t see any snow - the meteorologists were full of 
hot air.’

The Year of the Word: ‘A God who Speaks’
“We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we 
have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have 
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life.” 1 John1:1.
 “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.” 
(John 10:10).

Enjoy your life, no matter how hard it may seem, when life 
gives you a thousand reasons to cry, show the world you 

have a million reasons to smile.

lif h h d i h

Thought for the Week

POETRY COMPETITION
Sky Academy Studios is running a poetry competition 
(details below).  Prizes include the opportuning of having 
your poetry featured in a broadcast on a Sky channel, as 
well as being part of a Cento commissioned by Apples and 
Snakes.  The deadline for entries is Wednesday, 10th March. 
Times have changed, life has changed, what 
hasn’t changed is the power of our words. Let 
poetry be your voice. To celebrate World Poetry 
Day we would like you to express how you are 
feeling in the most challenging of times

www.skyacademystudios.com/keepconnected


