
19th March 2021
INTRODUCTION
Hope, Faith and Strength. 

“Be strong and of good courage; be not frightened, neither 
be dismayed; for the LORD your God is with you wherever 
you go.” Joshua 1:9 

As we come to the end of the testing in school and our fi rst 
full week back, I have been refl ecting on how well your 
children have adapted and engaged into school life. It has 
been an extremely positive return to normal school life and 
we must continue this over the rest of this year. We must 
all work together to ensure that the school is safe and that 
your children are progressing.  We have returned to our 
normal routines and provisions; morning breakfast, 
period 6, Saturday interventions, homework club, Prep, 
extra-curricular clubs and ‘Moment for Jesus’. 

Every child will be issued with a home testing kit today and 
will receive a kit each week. It is a requirement that they 
carry-out the tests at home every Monday and Thursday 
and record the result on the NHS track and trace site and 
the school form we will send home. 

More details on the testing can be found at: www.gov.uk/
covid19-self-test-help, including demonstration videos and 
instructions in alternative languages.

God bless,
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

SCHOOL UNIFORM
Parents are able to order school uniform 
and PE kits online from one of our 
uniform suppliers.  Kenzie Uniforms 
in The Mall, Wood Green off ers ‘Click 
and Collect’ and also a home delivery 
service: www.kenzieuniforms.co.uk or 
tel: 020 8889 6025.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, 23rd March 2021
Year 7 IntoUniversity workshop, EG4 (09:10-10:10)
Year 10 IntoUniversity workshop, EG2 (11:30-12:30)
Wednesday, 24th March 2021
Year 8 IntoUniversity workshop, upstairs in the 
Teaching School (09:10-12:30)

YEAR 8 & 9 VACCINATIONS
The delayed Year 9 vaccinations have been rescheduled; 
DTP vaccines will be given on Friday, 7th May and the 
HPV(2) catch-up will be given on Wednesday, 19th May. 
The second dose of the Year 8 HPV vaccine will be given on 
Wednesday, 23rd June.  If you require further information, 
please visit: https://schoolvaccination.uk/ or alternatively 
please email parents@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk.

COLLECTION BY CAR
If you are waiting in your car in order to pick up your child, 
we would ask that you turn off  your car’s engine while you 
wait.  Pollution levels on our roads are high, with growing 
evidence on the impact of this on children’s health, and 
idling engines add to this pollution. Your cooperation would 
be appreciated.

FEAST DAY OF ST JOSEPH: 19TH MARCH 2021
Pope Francis proclaims 
“Year of St Joseph”
Pope Francis recalls the 150th

anniversary of the declaration 
of Saint Joseph as Patron 
of the Universal Church. 
To mark the occasion, the 
Holy Father has proclaimed 
a “Year of Saint Joseph” from 8th December 2020 to 8th

December 2021.

Novena Prayer to St Joseph
Ever glorious St Joseph, good and faithful servant, God was 
pleased to place his own family in your care. We thank you 
for being such a wonderful example of humility and faith, 
of prayerfulness and courage, in your ordinary daily life. 
Through your intercession, may God grant us the blessing 
of living continually in his presence, and responding to his 
love in our daily lives. And When we have lived our days 
on earth, may God give us the great joy he gave you - 
that of entering eternal life in the company of Jesus and 
Mary. Most Loving St Joseph, accept our Novena prayers 
and obtain for us through your powerful intercession, the 
favours, and graces we ask for in this Novena. St Joseph, 
Pray For us, Amen.

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE
Please could all pupils with school library books borrowed 
before Christmas, please return them to the library before 
the Easter holiday. Pupils can then continue borrowing 
immediately (or renew their books), but the books must be 
brought in fi rst.  Thank you.
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Words of the Week

RE
Week Beginning 21st March 2021 Year B 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Gospel Reading: John 12: 23-27 
Gospel Refl ection: A grain of wheat 
After his triumphant ride into Jerusalem and before 
celebrating the Passover, Jesus spoke to his disciples about 
his approaching suff ering and death.

As we listen to the words of this reading, let us ask for 
God’s forgiveness and his help to make a fresh start. 
(Psalm 73: 21-26). Sometimes when I feel wronged and 
hurt by others, I turn my anger towards them; but this is 
not your way, Lord. I know that you will never let go of my 
hand, you will always stand beside me.

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorifi ed. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat 
falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. 
But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  Anyone who loves 
their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in 
this world will keep it for eternal life.  Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. 
My Father will honour the one who serves me. 
“Now my soul is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, 
save me from this hour?’ No, it was for this very reason I 
came to this hour.”

In the reading Jesus felt troubled, the reason being is that 
he knew soon he would be betrayed by Judas and would 
suff er and die on the cross. 

No one likes to suff er, and Jesus knew what lay ahead of 
him. He must have felt afraid, but he did not try to avoid 
what was to happen. Instead, he turned to his father and 
prayed for strength and courage. 

The wheat plant produces a seed called a ‘grain’. A single 
grain of wheat can produce a plant with many, many 
grains. To do this, the seed itself must die and give up its 
own life to produce a tall and strong shoot. 

Jesus used the image of the grain of wheat to try to 
explain what would happen to him. Jesus wanted us to 
understand that like a seed, his death was necessary if 
new life was to be given to many. Jesus gave up his life 
by dying on the cross so that we could have new and 
everlasting life which we could share with him. 

Prayer:
Lord Jesus, you willingly gave up your life so that you could 
share your everlasting life with all of mankind.  Thank you for 
your courage and love and for dying to save us all.  Amen. Monday - Vigilant (Adjective): Keeping careful watch 

for possible danger or diffi  culties.
Tuesday - Imperative (Adjective): Of vital 
importance; crucial.
Wednesday - Unbridled (Adjective): Uncontrolled; 
unconstrained.
Thursday - Resent (Verb): Feel bitterness or 
indignation at (a circumstance, action, or person).
Friday - Iteration (Noun): The repetition of a process 
or utterance.

Idiom of the Week

W d f th W kW d f th W k

‘I’ll eat my hat.’
Meaning: To be sure that something will not happen.
Examples:
‘If she ends up marrying him, I’ll eat my hat.’
‘If he wins the election, I’ll eat my hat!’

Honesty is the fi rst chapter in the book of wisdom. Don’t 
gain the world and lose your soul, wisdom is better than 
silver or gold. Knowledge is of no value unless you put it 
into practice. To acquire knowledge, one must study; but 

to acquire wisdom, one must observe.

Thought for the Week

St. Patrick’s Day: Wednesday 17th March 2021
St. Patrick’s Day celebrates the life of Saint Patrick - the Patron 
Saint of Ireland. This infl uential missionary has been credited 
with bringing Christianity to Ireland. St. Patrick’s Day takes 
place on 17th March each year because St. Patrick’s death is 
believed to have been on 17th March, 461. The Church began 
observing a special feast to honour him on this day.

Year of the Word
“I know the plans I have in mind for you, declares the 
Lord; they are plans for peace, not disaster, to give you a 
future fi lled with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11).
The Good News: When life weighs us down, it can be hard 
to see the forest through the trees. But take comfort in 
knowing that God always has a plan for us, and in time, 
we’ll begin to see what that is.

World Day of Prayer
Friday 19th March is the World Day of Prayer and it starts at 
10.00am. If you would like to join, then google ‘World Day of 
Prayer’, or there are booklets that you can collect from your 
parish entitled ‘Build on a Strong Foundation’, which provide 
the material which will be used on the day. In fact, if you are 
unable to join the link, the booklet provides plenty of material 
for individual prayer and use.


