
21st May 2021
INTRODUCTION
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” (John 3:16). The greatest gift we can give 
to the children and young people is our time, care and 
love, it will be through these qualities that they begin to 
experience the love of God and come to know Jesus. 

As we draw to the end of our fi nal assessments for the 
exam groups, I would like to thank them all for their hard 
work and dedication to achieving their goals. They have 
been a credit to their families and to the school.

God bless
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Wednesday, 26th May 2021
TAD day, school closed to pupils
Thursday, 27th May 2021
Year 8 IntoUniversity (09:10-11:10)
Year 9 IntoUniversity (11:30-13:30)
8MC2 Geography Trip to Alexandra Palace (09:10-15:00)
Friday, 28th May 2021
Non-uniform day (£1 donation to school charities)

YEAR 9 GUIDED OPTIONS
Year 9 pupils have begun the process of selecting their 
GCSE and BTEC options for Year 10. Making curriculum 
choices in Year 9 is a very important process here at St 
Thomas More Catholic School. This is the most important 
stage in your child’s education so far and we understand it 
can be an anxious time. More information on the process 
and options available can be found on the school website 
along with a copy of the options form that needs to be 
submitted to school by Friday, 28th May.  If you have any 
queries, please email: options@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk

HALF-TERM FILM-MAKING COURSE

YEAR 10 DRAMA
The Year 10 GCSE 
pupils performed their 
devised pieces this week. 
They created their own 
performances based on 
the Elizabethan tragedy, 
Doctor Faustus, by 
Christopher Marlowe. 
We expect to receive  
excellent grades to reward 
all of their hard work.

NON-UNIFORM DAY: 28TH MAY
Next Friday, 28th May will be non-uniform day.  We will 
be collecting £1 on the gate which will be donated to our 
school charities.

Idiom of the Week
‘The best thing since sliced bread’
Meaning: An amazing and useful innovation; something 
new and improved.
Examples:
‘The invention of the internet has changed the way we live; 
it is the best thing since sliced bread.’
‘She’s got a new employee and she describes him as though 
he’s the best thing since sliced bread.’
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RE
Gospel Reading: John 15:26-27, 16:12-15
The Spirit of truth will lead you to the complete truth
Pentecost Refl ection Sunday, 23rd May 2021
Fifty days ago we celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus at 
Easter. Some were lucky and privileged to have been able to 
go to church for the Easter liturgies. Sadly some of us were still 
unable to go to church because of shielding, social restrictions 
and because churches in some places were still closed. Many 
took part in the liturgies in their homes as they watched them 
on line. Hopefully we each took part in our own way and did 
the best we could, given that we are still living with Covid 19.
This Sunday marks the end of the Easter Season but it ends 
with the life-giving outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the 
whole world, the church and on each of us personally. Before 
his Ascension, Jesus promised his followers that he would 
send them a Helper, an Advocate, namely the Holy Spirit to 
encourage and strengthen them. This is not something that 
just happened in the past a long time ago. This dramatic and 
powerful outpouring of Christ’s new life is happening today, 
here and now. Today, you and I are personally fi lled with and 
anointed with the life-giving and encouraging Holy Spirit.
After more than two thousand years we perhaps look back 
at the fi rst followers of Jesus as being great leaders. Initially 
they weren’t! They were not strong, confi dent, courageous 
or even very faithful. They betrayed Jesus. Peter denied him 
and the rest of them deserted him when he needed them the 
most. After his death, they all doubted and hid themselves 
away out of fear because the Jewish and Roman authorities 
were looking for them. They had lost all heart and hope. 
Then the strangest thing happens to them. The house shakes 
with the sound of wind and the sight of fi re. These frightened 
followers of Jesus are transformed from within. Through the 
Holy Spirit they are given new hope, new heart and new 
purpose. Their fear is silenced and replaced with courage and 
conviction. They leave the room in which they were hiding 
and go into the streets to proclaim the good news about 
Jesus. They become new people with a new message. At this 
very moment the missionary church is born.
We are no diff erent from the fi rst followers of Jesus; we too 
have been given the gift of the Holy Spirit. When we were 
baptised and celebrated our Confi rmation, we too were 
anointed with the oil of Chrism and fi lled with Holy Spirit. 
God says to us today and every day; ‘You are my servant, 
whom I strengthen, in whom I am pleased, I have 
fi lled you with my Spirit.’ God continues to call and 
fi ll us with the same Spirit that the fi rst followers of Jesus 
experienced. We are sent out just as they were. Today we 
are called to be open to Holy Spirit; today we too are called 
to be transformed so that we can live and share our faith 
with courage and conviction. Today it is our privilege and 
responsibility to proclaim the good news about Jesus.
There is nothing mild, gentle or polite about the Holy Spirit 
or Pentecost; it is a wild and radical experience that both 
encourages and challenges us. Saint Oscar Romero who 
was murdered while bishop of El Salvador in 1980 said, ‘The 
Spirit makes all things new, we are the ones who grow 
old and want to keep everything to our aged way of 
doing things; the Spirit is never old, the Spirit is always 
young.’ (17 Dec. 1978).

Today, may each of us be open to experiencing the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. May 
we be renewed and refreshed with the power of the risen 

Lord so that in the words of Pope 
Francis ‘we may, go out again 
and again without hesitation, 
without fear to proclaim the 
joy of the good news which 
is for all people.’
The seven gifts of the Holy 
Spirit are wisdom, understanding, 
counsel, fortitude, knowledge, 
piety, and fear of the Lord. 

Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Come, Lord, and take over my life 
you are true love, love divine. Flowing and glowing, brightness 
in my darkness, power in my weakness, peace in my troubled 
life. What beauty and purity, sweet fragrance and harmony 
what splendour and wonder, such joy and glory, Lord. You 
are so brilliant and illuming 
so caring and comforting, 
so gentle and renewing so 
patient and liberating, so 
motherly and wise. You are 
true love, divine Lord, come 
and take possession of my 
soul. Come, Holy Spirit, 
come.  Amen.
Motivational Thought
Reputation is what others think about you; character is what 
God knows about you. (Revelation 1:8).
‘The God Who Speaks:’ Year of the Word
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in 
one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven and fi lled the whole house where they 
were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fi re that 
separated and came to rest on each of them. (Act 2:1).

Words of the Week
Monday - Pervasive (Adjective): (Especially of an 
unwelcome infl uence or physical eff ect) spreading widely 
throughout an area or a group of people.
Tuesday - Bland (Adjective): Lacking strong features 
or characteristics and therefore uninteresting; (of food or 
drink) unseasoned, mild-tasting, or insipid.
Wednesday - Entice (Verb): Attract or tempt by off ering 
pleasure or advantage.
Thursday - Acerbic (Adjective): (Especially of a 
comment or style of speaking) sharp and forthright.
Friday - Counteract (Verb): Act against (something) in 
order to reduce its force or neutralise it.

God only wants for us what we would want for ourselves if we 
were smart enough to want it. If you woke up this morning, 

and you’re still here, God still has a plan for your life!
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Thought for the Week


