
7th May 2021
INTRODUCTION
Hope
Hope is commonly used as a wish or a feeling of 
expectation without certainty. However, in the bible it is the 
confi dent expectation of what God has promised.  Hope 
is a fundamental component of the life of the righteous 
(Proverbs 23:18). Without hope, life loses its meaning. As 
we enter the summer assessments for Years 11 to 13, we 
are confi dent that they are well prepared for this stage of 
their school career and that they will fl ourish as pupils of 
St Thomas More.

God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, 11th May 2021
Year 10 Construction Assembly (08:50am-10:10am)

LIBRARY BOOK RETURN
Please could all pupils return their 
overdue library book to the LRC as soon 
as possible, particularly pupils in Years 11 
and 13 who should return all library books 
before the May half-term holiday.

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
On Thursday, the School 
Council convened in 
person for the fi rst 
time in 2021. It was 
wonderful for the 
students to be able 
to share their ideas in 
real life, rather than 
over Teams, and as ever they came armed with brilliant 
ideas about improving St Thomas More School. Our Year 
12 Prefects chaired the meetings and listened carefully to 
what the younger year groups had to say and facilitated 
really interesting discussions. 
The School Council is one of the many ways that students 
are able to share their feedback at St Thomas More, and 
the ideas raised by students will be shared with the senior 
team for consideration.

ELECTION
The London Mayoral 
Election on Thursday saw 
democracy in action at 
St Thomas More School. 
Six polling stations were 
set up across our campus 
to allow for socially 
distanced voting, and 
students from all year 
groups got involved in the vote, supported by our excellent 
Year 12 Prefect Team, and Year 12 Politics students. 
Independent candidate Niko Omilana won our school 

election with a landslide 84% of 
the vote, and Labour candidate 
Sadiq Khan came second. 
Thursday was also the fi rst time 
that some of our Sixth Form 
students were able to vote in a 
real election, and many of them 
took to the chance to have their 
say on the future of our city, 
like Daniel Tewelde (pictured)
in Year 12.

THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD
To celebrate the late Duke of Edinburgh’s lasting impact 
on generations of young people, we would like to 
acknowledge the excellent work many of our students are 
doing towards completing their awards this year. Despite 
the challenges, a number of Year 9 students have worked 
independently to achieve their goals. Many have taken the 
initiative to learn new skills independently or volunteer 
their time to support siblings and family members with 
their studies and homework. Other challenges have 
included leading bicycle rides around their local area, 
establishing a cooking club or volunteering their time to 
clear up the streets of rubbish in their neighbourhood. 
We hope to hold a 2-day trip to allow students to achieve 
their expedition component in July. If your child is a 
participant, please encourage them to log on and ensure 
their Activity Planners are up to date. More details about 
the planned trip will follow.

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD
This week’s winners 
of the Headteacher’s 
Award for outstanding 
work in English are: 
Jeremiah Adusei (8KL2) 
and Nicky Vasquez 
Chafl a (8KL2).
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Words of the Week
Monday - Volubly - (Adjective): Characterised by 
ready or rapid speech; glib, fl uent.
Tuesday - Corral - (Verb): Gather together and 
confi ne (a group of people or things).
Wednesday - Amplify (Verb): Increase the volume of 
(sound), especially using an amplifi er; Enlarge upon or 
add detail to (a story or statement).
Thursday - Posture (Noun): The position in which 
someone holds their body when standing or sitting; A 
particular approach or attitude. (Verb): Behave in a way 
that is intended to impress or mislead.
Friday - Compliant (Adjective): Disposed to agree 
with others or obey rules, especially to an excessive 
degree; acquiescent; meeting or in accordance with rules 
or standards.

Idiom of the Week
‘Don’t count your chickens before they hatch’
Meaning: Don’t make plans based on future events, 
outcomes, or successes that might not come to pass.
Examples: Though he was leading the race, he had 
started celebrating even before the fi nish line, and in the 
process lost his lead. He had counted his chickens before 
they hatched. 
You’re preparing your acceptance speech before even being 
nominated? Don’t count your chickens before they hatch.

Work harder on yourself than anything else and 
you will be unusually successful. 

Keep going, the best is yet to come.

fWork harder on yourself than anything else and
Thought for the Week

RE
Week beginning 9th May 2021:
Gospel Reading: John 15: 9-17
6th Sunday of Easter: Year B
Love each other:
Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father loves me, 
so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have 
kept my Father’s commandments and remain in his love. I 
have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your 
joy might be complete. This is my commandment: love one 
another as I love you. No one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends 
if you do what I command you. I no longer call you slaves, 
because a slave does not know what his master is doing. 
I have called you friends, because I have told you 
everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you 
who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit that will remain, so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name he may give you. This I command 
you: love one another.”
Gospel Refl ection
Jesus loves each one of us so much, that he died on the 
cross so that we could share eternal life with him. He asks us 
to be generous and to share this love with all of humankind.
Jesus asks his disciples to love one another as he has 
loved them. Jesus reminded his disciples many times that 
the greatest commandments were to love God and to love 
each other.
However, what does it mean to love another person? – To 
love someone else means that you care about another 
person, about their happiness and the things which happen 
to them. You want only the best for them, and for them to 
grow in love and goodness.
Jesus’ love for us was so great that he did an extraordinary 
thing for us. What did he do? – ‘Greater love has no 
man, than to give up his life for others’. Jesus loves us so 
much that he was ready to die so that we could live and 
share new life with him in heaven. Sometimes in times of 
disaster, people behave heroically by saving the lives of 
others instead of their own. Their love for another person 
is so great that they put that person’s needs before their 
own. Jesus asked us to share his love with each other.
Jesus lives inside each one of us so whatever we say or 
do to each other; we say or do it to him. We can make 
everything we do a little act of love for God.
Prayer
Heavenly Father, our hearts are brimming over with your 
love. Help us to be generous and always ready to share 
this love with everyone we meet. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity 
of the Holy spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen.
Special Religious event: Ramadan Ends on Tuesday 11th May.

Motivational Quote
No one is to blame for your future situation but yourself. If 
you want to be successful, then become “Successful.”
‘The God Who Speaks’: The Year of the Word
Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have 
not seen and yet have 
believed.” (John 20: 29).
For God so loved the 
world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3: 16). 
The Ascension of the Lord: 13th May 2021
Ascension Day often called Feast of the Ascension of Jesus 
Christ, Ascension Thursday and Holy Thursday is held 
on a Thursday, 39 days (40th day of Easter) after Easter 
Sunday. There will be a live stream mass next Thursday 
from St Pauls, Wood Green. Bishop John Sherrington will be 
presiding over the mass. (More details to follow next week).
Prayer
Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, and make us 
rejoice with devout thanksgiving, for the Ascension of 
Christ your Son is our exaltation, and, where the Head has 
gone before in glory, the Body is called to follow in hope. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever. Amen.


