
5th February 2021
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday 9th February
Year 7 & 8 Online Science Club (3:15pm-4:00pm)
Wednesday 10th February
Year 11 & 12 University & Apprenticeship 
Information Evening (5:30pm-6:30pm)
Thursday 11th February
Year 11 & 12 Apprenticeship Event (6:00pm-7:00pm)
Friday 12th February
Year 11 & 12 Army Apprenticeship Webinar 
(11:30am-12:30pm)

INTRODUCTION

Hope, Faith and Strength.

An extract from the encyclical “Tutti Fratelli” - on faith - 
from Pope Francis: “Faith has untold power to inspire and 
sustain our respect for others, for believers come to know 
that God loves every man and woman with infi nite love.”

As we head towards the fi nal week of this half-term our 
faith is going to help guide us, it will ensure that we are 
on the right path to achieve our goals. I was encouraged 
to hear this week that our Head Girl, Marilyn Gomes, has 
received a conditional off er to study Law at Cambridge 
University. We wish her every success in her preparation 
for her fi nal assessments this year, along with all Year 11 
and Year 13 students. 

The feedback I have been receiving from parents this week 
has been amazing and I know that our staff  are thankful 
for your comments. As a school we are always looking to 
ensure that the pupils are progressing and in response to 
your feedback I would like you to encourage your children, 
where possible, to have their cameras on during lessons as 
this will help with engagement.  Our Assessment 2 point 
is approaching and teachers will be collecting work and 
assessing your children over these next few weeks to assist 
with these decisions. 

God bless,
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

UNIVERSITY AND APPRENTICESHIP 
INFORMATION EVENING
On Wednesday 10th February (5:30pm-6:30pm), parents 
of Year 11 and Year 12 students are invited to join an 
information evening to learn more about post-18 options.  
The evening will feature presentations from Oxford Brookes 
University and the National Apprenticeship Service, as well 
as a panel of former students who have gone on to study 
at university and on apprenticeships.  A Zoom link will be 
emailed before the event. 

APPRENTICESHIP EVENTS 
Next week marks National Apprenticeship Week. There are 
a number of events being hosted virtually this year. 
On Thursday, 11th February, 6:00pm-7:00pm, Accenture will 
be hosting a virtual event for students and their parents 
or carers about their Technology Degree Apprenticeship. 
Register here: https://accenturece.avature.net/eventsEN/
EventDetail?eventId=9775

On Friday, 12th February, 11.30am-12.30pm, the Army 
will be delivering a webinar on the apprenticeships they 
off er. Register here: https://events-emea3.adobeconnect.
com/content/connect/c1/3956621110/en/events/event/
shared/default_template_simple/event_registration.
html?sco-id=4651441329 

CAREERS SEMINARS FOR PARENTS
‘Invest In’ are running the two online seminars 
below in the next few weeks. These events are 
for parents of pupils aged 12-18 and are free to 
attend. Register here: https://investin.org/pages/
parent-series?mc_cid=00e70b51fb&mc_eid=632bd85344

The Skills Surgery
Wednesday, 24th February (7:00pm-8:00pm)
How to break into careers in medicine, dentistry and 
veterinary science.

The Power of Networks
Wednesday, 3rd March (7:00pm-8:00pm)
How your child can build a powerful professional network. 

SCIENCE CLUB 
Online Science Club for Year 7 
and Year 8 pupils will start on 
Tuesday, 9th February, from 
3:15pm to 4:00pm and will 
continue every Tuesday.  
There will be fun activities, quizzes, demonstrations, 
weekly competitions and more!  

Please contact Mrs Thomas-Boniecka for any extra 
information and email parents@stthomasmoreschool.org to 
sign up.
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Words of the Week

Learn from the past by looking forward to the future 
with positive thoughts. One small positive thought in the 

morning can change the entire outcome of your day!

Learn from the past by looking forward to the future

Thought for the Week

RE
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord:
On 2nd February 2021 we celebrated the Feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord, Candlemas Day. On this day, we 
recall how Jesus, 40 days after his birth, was brought to 
the Temple by his parents and presented to the Lord. The 
words of Simeon indicating that Jesus would be a light to 
all nations inspired this day to be remembered with the 
lighting of candles. Although we were unable to have a 
procession this year, we could have a lighted candle in our 
home and say a prayer. 

This feast commemorates how Jesus, as a baby, was 
presented to God in the Temple in Jerusalem. This 
presentation fi nds its complete and perfect fulfi lment in 
the mystery of the passion, death and Resurrection of 
the Lord. The Feast of the Presentation of the Lord is a 
combined feast, commemorating the Jewish practice of 
the purifi cation of the mother after childbirth and the 
presentation of the child to God in the Temple and his 
buying back (redemption) from God. It is also known as 
the Feast of the Purifi cation of Mary, and the Feast of 
Candlemas.  

It is also called the Feast of Encounter (Hypapánte in 
Greek) because the New Testament, represented by the 
baby Jesus, encountered the Old Testament, represented 
by Simeon and Anna. Joseph off ered two pigeons in 
the Temple as sacrifi ce for the purifi cation of Mary after 
her childbirth and for the presentation and redemption 
ceremonies performed for baby Jesus.

Week Beginning: 7th February 2021 Year B
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Gospel Reading: (Mark 1:29-39)
Gospel Refl ection: Jesus cures the sick
When it was evening, after sunset, they brought to Jesus 
all who were ill or possessed by demons. The whole town 
was gathered at the door. He cured many who were sick 
with various diseases, and he drove out many demons, not 
permitting them to speak because they knew him. Rising 
very early before dawn, he left and went off  to a deserted 
place, where he prayed. Simon and those who were with 
him pursued him and on fi nding him said, “Everyone is 
looking for you.” He told them, “Let us go on to the nearby 
villages that I may preach there also. For this purpose have 
I come?” So he went into their synagogues, preaching and 
driving out demons throughout the whole of Galilee.

Jesus rose “very early before dawn” and went out to a 
“deserted place” to pray, to be in communion with God. 
He is able to turn his back on the adulation and keep his 
mission on a steady course because he does not lose sight 
of why he came; to preach the good news of salvation. 
He does not lose sight of his mission because he never 

Monday - Fleeting (Adjective): Lasting for a very 
short time.
Tuesday - Garnish (Verb): Decorate or embellish 
(something, especially food).
Wednesday - Reproach (Verb): Express (to someone) 
one’s disapproval of or disappointment in their actions.
Thursday - Jeopardy (Noun): Danger of loss, harm, 
or failure.
Friday - High-fl yer (Noun): A person who is or 
has the potential to be very successful, especially 
academically or in business.

Idiom of the Week
‘A storm in a teacup’
Meaning: A situation in which people are very angry 
or upset about something that is not important; a 
disproportionate reaction of anger or concern.
Examples: 
‘He’s created a storm in a teacup; it’s just a tiny scratch 
on the car.’
‘She was upset by the argument, but realised afterwards 
that it was a storm in a teacup.’

loses sight of his Father. This is how we reorder ourselves, 
by praying, being in communion with God so that Jesus’ 
mission is truly our own. (Living Liturgy, p.54).

Mark’s Gospel tells us that after this healing, it became 
diffi  cult for Jesus to travel freely. There are several possible 
explanations for this. There might have been concern 
about the repercussions of Jesus’ breach of social and 
religious norms. In touching the man with leprosy, Jesus 
made himself unclean. Mark’s narrative, however, leads to 
the conclusion that Jesus’ movement was hampered by his 
popularity. Despite his instructions, the cured man spread 
the word about Jesus’ healing power. Even when Jesus was 
in deserted places, people sought him out in search of his 
healing. 

Prayer:
For the grace to pray privately and to pray together, 
For the grace to serve the poor with dedication and 
faithfulness, 
For the grace to support and care for each other. 
Help us to have the grace to spread the Good News of 
Jesus.  Amen.

A God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’
God’s Complete Knowledge and Care
LORD, you have examined me and you know me. You 
know everything I do; from far away you understand all my 
thoughts.  You see me, whether I am working or resting; 
you know all my actions.  Even before I speak, you already 
know what I will say.  You are all round me on every side; 
you protect me with your power.  Your knowledge of me is 
too deep; it is beyond my understanding. (Psalm 139: 1-5)


