
7th January 2022
INTRODUCTION
‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he 
will make your paths straight.’  Proverbs 3:5-6 
Happy New Year! I hope that you were able to enjoy the 
Christmas break with your loved ones. Our return to school 
this week has been a successful one; it has been wonderful 
to see your children return fi t and healthy and ready to 
start the new term. Routine is very important for our young 
children and getting back into a routine and starting on the 
right foot is vital for success. I would be very grateful if you 
can support your child by: checking and signing their new 
journals this weekend, following up on any homework that 
has been set and ensuring that their uniform is all ready to 
go for Monday morning.
God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, 11th January 2022
BTEC Exams begin
PSHE morning (08:50-10:10)
School Council meeting (14:10-15:10, Glendale Hall)

CAPITAL CHILDREN’S CHOIR
Congratulations to Giovanna Trafeli, 11BK1, who has 
gained a place in the Capital Children’s Choir. The choir has 
performed at the FA Cup Final, at the International Rugby 
Finals and even in the presence of Pope Benedict at the 
Vatican. We look forward to hearing about her successes.

KS3 ANCIENT HISTORY CLUB
In December our Ancient History Club explored the 
ancient roots of some winter celebrations with an Iron Age 
Yule feast! Students sampled such ‘historically-accurate’ 
delicacies as root vegetable stew, bread and goats cheese, 
glogg and a typical Iron Age (chocolate) Yule log. Pupils 
all helped with the cooking and celebrated the end of a 
successful term of Ancient History Club. 

The club will continue on Wednesdays 3:10-4:10pm this 
new year, from 19th January, with a whole host of new 
civilisations to be explored. We will also be expanding to a 
focused Latin Club on Tuesdays after school.

UBU
The GCSE and A-level Drama students were treated to the 
tale of ‘UBU’. Splendid Productions presented a brand new 
adaptation of the surrealist classic in their very own style. 
This was followed by workshops exploring power dynamics. 
We look forward to seeing the work the students produce 
in their upcoming devised performances.
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Week Beginning 2nd January 2022 Year C
Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord: 
Gospel Reading Matthew Chapter 2:1-12 
Refl ection: Epiphany of the Lord 6th January 2022

The Epiphany is indeed a great Feast, and the joy caused us 
by the Birth of our Jesus must be renewed on it, for as though 
it were a second Christmas Day, it shows us our Incarnate 
God in a new light. It leaves us all the sweetness of the dear 
Babe of Bethlehem, who hath appeared to us already in love; 
but to this it adds its own grand manifestation of the divinity 
of our Jesus. At Christmas it was a few Shepherds that were 
invited by the Angels to go and recognise THE WORD MADE 
FLESH; but now, at the Epiphany, the voice of God himself 
calls the whole world to adore this Jesus, and hear him.

The Sixth of January, therefore, restored the celebration 
of our Lord’s Birth to the Twenty-Fifth of December; but in 
return, they were united in the one same Epiphany, three 
manifestations of Jesus’ glory: the mystery of the Magi 
coming from the East, under the guidance of a star, and 
adoring the Infant of Bethlehem as the divine King; the 
mystery of the Baptism of Christ, who, whilst standing in 
the waters of the Jordan, was proclaimed by the Eternal 
Father as Son of God; and thirdly, the mystery of the divine 
power of this same Jesus, when he changed the water into 
wine at the marriage feast of Cana.

Prayer
O Lord, bring light to the darkness as we search for you, 
let your light shine upon us. As the star guided the Magi, 
may we be guided by your light and grace. 
May we, like the Magi, off er you our gifts each day? 
As we discover you in the midst of our lives. Amen. 

Week Beginning 9th January 2022: Year C
First Sunday after the Epiphany
Gospel Reading Luke 3: 15-17
Refl ection: Baptism of the Lord

Baptism is not only a sign of profession, and mark of 
diff erence, whereby Christian men are discerned from others 
that be not christened, but it is also a sign of Regeneration or 
New-Birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive 
Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the promises of 
the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of 
God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed, Faith is 
confi rmed, and Grace increased by virtue of prayer unto God.

The Baptism of young Children is in any wise to be retained in 
the Church, as most agreeable with the institution of Christ.

“You are my beloved Son; with You I am well pleased.”

God reveals two important mysteries at Jesus’ baptism in 
the Jordan River. The fi rst is an eternal mystery, while the 
second is bound up with the course of salvation history.

The fi rst mystery revealed at the Baptism of the Lord Jesus 
is the Most Holy Trinity. This mystery is not spoken of 
often in the Gospel accounts, so consider each of the three 
divine Persons of the Most Holy Trinity in the light of the 
Lord’s baptism.

Concerning God the Holy Spirit, it’s notable that the Holy 
Spirit descends in the form of a dove. The dove calls to 
mind Noah and the Ark.  After forty days of the Flood, a 
dove descended to reveal to Noah that dry land had been 
found and God’s destruction ended.

In the account of the Baptism of Jesus, the order of 
events is reversed: Jesus ascends from the water, the 
dove descends, and then - the next passage in the Gospel 
according to Mark tells us - Jesus spends forty days in a 
desert to start His work of restoring life.

In the Flood, God destroyed corrupt human beings to 
destroy sin.  But in the Gospel, Jesus is destroyed by 
corrupt human beings in order to destroy sin.  The former 
eff ort failed, while the latter - thanks be to God - has truly 
won for us God’s victory over sin.

Concerning Jesus, it’s revealed at His Baptism that He 
is the Son of God.  The Church proclaims this truth 
throughout the Christmas Season, of course.  But Jesus is 
baptised when He is thirty years old.  Very likely, the events 
surrounding the birth of Jesus had been forgotten by many 
at that point.  Yet the Baptism of Jesus was the start of His 
public ministry.  It was important at this point that God the 
Father would declare Jesus to be His own Beloved Son.

However, today’s feast reveals a second mystery in addition 
to the mystery of the Trinity’s inner life.  Today’s feast of the 
Baptism of Jesus reveals that you yourself are called to be 
a child of God by means of sharing in the life and death of 
Jesus Christ. Jesus, of course, had no need to be baptised.

He was baptised for the same reason that He became human; 
for the same reason that He taught and worked miracles; for 
the same reason that He was crucifi ed, died, and was buried 
for us. Why that we might have life and have it to the full.

Likewise, Jesus was baptised for us. He was baptised to 
show us the way, because baptism is the way into the life 
of Jesus, and through Him into the inner life of the Trinity.

Your baptism was the moment when you became one 
member of Christ’s Body. Your baptism was the moment 
when Christ’s life became the meaning and goal of your 
life.  Your baptism was the moment when God the Father 
adopted you as His own child.

Your relationship with God the Father, as one of His very 
dear children [see Ephesians 5:1), is the heart of your life 
as a Christian.

Concerning, fi nally, the divine Father who adopts sinners 
through baptism, there are pitfalls that we have to be 
wary of.  First, God as a Father is a father in His own way, 
not as we might wish. In other words, God is not Santa 
Claus, who gives us what we want. God is our divine and 
providential Father who gives us what we need.

Second, God the Father does not remove every obstacle 
from our path. Some obstacles He does remove for us, 
out of love. But out of love, some obstacles He does 
not remove, instead showing us how to resolve them 
ourselves, and demanding that we take responsibility for 
that which is in our power.
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Third, God the Father doesn’t keep us at a remove.  He 
wants us to become like Himself in all things. He wants us to 
become like Him even in off ering sacrifi ce. Santa Claus never 
asks us to give up things, or to sacrifi ce our very selves.

God the Father does ask that of us, because that’s what He 
Himself did for us in sacrifi cing His Son Jesus for our sins.  
Sacrifi ce is not the sum total of our relationship with God 
the Father. But it is the highest measure of whether each 
of us becomes like Him, which means; whether each of us 
becomes as loving as He is. 

Prayer
Spirit of energy and change, in whose power Jesus was 
anointed to be the hope of the nations: be poured out also 
upon us without reserve or distinction, that we may have 
confi dence and strength to implant your justice on the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Motivational Quote
“Therefore, I’m all right with weaknesses, insults, disasters, 
harassments, and stressful situations for the sake of Christ, 
because when I’m weak, then I’m strong.” No matter what 
life throws your way, God will make you strong enough to 
survive it. (2 Corinthians 12:10-11). 

A God Who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
“A person’s steps are made secure by the Lord when 
they delight in his way. Though they trip up, they won’t 
be thrown down, because the Lord holds their hand.” 
Following the path of God will ensure that you are guided 
by Him through any trouble that may come your way. 
(Psalm 37:23-24). 

“He’s the one who comforts us in all our trouble so that we 
can comfort other people who are in every kind of trouble. 
We off er the same comfort that we ourselves received from 
God.” (2 Corinthians 1:4). 

Saints of the Week
Wednesday 12th January: St Aeired of Rievaulx Abbot
Thursday 13th January: St Hilary, St Kentigern, Scotland)

I will proclaim your greatness, my God and king: I will 
thank you forever and ever. Every day I will thank you; I 

will praise you forever and ever. The Lord is great and is to 
be highly praised; his greatness is beyond understanding. 
What you have done will be praised from one generation 
to the next they will proclaim your mighty acts. They will 
speak of your glory and majesty, and I will meditate on 
your wonderful deeds. People will speak of your mighty 
deeds, and I will proclaim your greatness. They will tell 
about all your goodness and sing about your kindness. 

(Psalms 145: Verse 3-6).

proclaim your greatness, my God and king: I w
Thought for the Week

Words of the Week
Monday – Embellish (Verb): Make (something) more 
attractive by the addition of decorative details or features.
Tuesday - Dearth (Noun): A scarcity or lack of something.
Wednesday - Contemptuous (Adjective): Showing 
contempt; scornful; Showing strong dislike or a lack of 
respect for someone or something.
(Contempt (Noun): The feeling that a person or a thing 
is worthless or beneath consideration.)
Thursday - Cautionary (Adjective): Serving as a warning.
*Cultural Capital - Cautionary Tale: A cautionary tale 
is a genre of story that is told to warn the audience of a 
specifi c danger. Cautionary tales are written to teach a 
lesson or a general moral issue, normally to young children. 
An example of a famous cautionary tale for children is ‘Little 
Red Riding Hood’.
Friday - Invincible (Adjective): Too powerful to be 
defeated or overcome.

Idiom of the Week
‘Pie in the sky’
Meaning: An unrealistically good idea, wish, or promise 
that is unlikely to happen.
Examples:
‘Thinking that you’ll get excellent grades without putting 
the work in is pie in the sky.’
‘He dreams of being a major league basketball player, but he 
knows it’s only pie in the sky unless he trains consistently.’



Saturday Classes 8th January 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

DATE TIME Year 11 
(t.warriner@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk) 

SATURDAY 
8.1.2022 

 
 

09:30 – 11:00  BTEC MUSIC – Ms Yang (NG2) 

11:00 – 12:30  BTEC MUSIC – Ms Yang (NG2) 

12.30 – 14.00   

DATE TIME Sixth Form 
(t.warriner@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk) 

SATURDAY 
8.1.2022 

 
 

09:30 – 11:00  YEAR 13 H&SC – Ms Christodoulou (MF5) 
YEAR 13 SPORT – Mr Ameh (MF2) 

11:00 – 12:30  YEAR 13 H&SC – Ms Pitfield (MF5) 
YEAR 13 SPORT – Mr Ameh (MF2) 

12.30 – 14.00   


