
27th November 2020
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 30th November
Internal mock exams for Year 11
Tuesday 1st December
Internal mock exams for Sixth Form
Wednesday 2nd December
Internal mock exams for Sixth Form
Thursday 3rd December
Internal mock exams for Year 10
Friday 4th December
Internal mock exams for Year 10

INTRODUCTION
Dear Parents/Carers, 
Our thought for the week was: “There is no end to 
education. It is not that you read a book, pass an 
examination, and fi nish with education. The whole of life, 
from the moment you are born to the moment you die, 
is a process of learning.” This thought refl ects a recent 
message from Pope Francis where he encourages us all to 
“....go forward because the world needs the church to keep 
moving.” Not only do we need to keep moving forward with 
our education and faith but we also need to keep moving 
forward with the COVID-19 pandemic. It is times like these 
when we are about to leave national lockdown that we 
must ensure that we are not experiencing “COVID fatigue”. 
All staff  and pupils must ensure that they are remaining 
vigilant and following the rules of social distancing, 
wearing masks and sanitising hands.  We are working 
hard to remain open at St Thomas More and ensuring that 
the pupils have the opportunity to complete their mock 
examinations and continue their education. I thank you for 
your support. 
God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION
Congratulations to the winners of the school Christmas 
card competition. All six winning designs will be made into 
Christmas cards and sent out to the community and parish.

HEADTEACHER’S AWARD
This week’s winners of the Headteacher’s Award for English 
are: Kofi  Darko (9BK1), Paula Kouame (9KL1) and Daniel 
Otuechere (9MC1).

Thandie Akaeke (8MC1)

Maja Kowalska (7MC2)

Joyce Eseigbe (9MC1)

Diellza Dimitrova (9MC1) David Hebda (9BK3)

Rome Andrew Aquino (9BK3)
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Words of the Week

Focus more on the people who inspire you than the people 
who annoy you. You’ll get much further in life.

Thought for the Week

RE
Week Beginning 29th November 2020:
First Sunday of Advent Year B:
Gospel Reading: Mark 13: 32-37:
Gospel Refl ection: Be ready to welcome Jesus:

The word ‘Advent’ means ‘coming’; and it is a time of 
waiting and expectation. Only God knows when the second 
coming will be, but in today’s Gospel we are reminded 
that we must stay awake and be ready for Jesus when he 
returns at the end of time.

Jesus told his disciples: ‘Only my Heavenly Father knows 
when the Son of Man will return, so stay awake and be 
ready so that you will not be taken by surprise. Like a man 
who goes on a journey and tells his servants to take care 
of his home, they must be prepared for his return at any 
time so that he will always fi nd them ready to greet him.’

It is easy to be ready for a visitor when you know the time 
to expect them, but sometimes they arrive unexpectedly 
and surprise you! Would you fi nd it more diffi  cult to keep 
everything just as it should be if you did not know when 
your visitor was coming?
Does anyone know exactly when Jesus will return to us?  
We know that Jesus will return at the end of time, but only 
God knows exactly when that will be.

What Jesus told us to do is to keep ourselves ready for the 
time when he will come again. 
How can we do this? Just as we prepare our homes and 
put them in order for a visitor, so we can prepare our 
hearts and put our lives in order for Jesus.

Advent is a good time to ‘spring clean’ our lives! To polish up 
the good things and make them shine, and to clear out the 
bad habits so that we can make a fresh start. By living each 
day as Jesus taught us, fi lled with goodness and love, we 
will be ready to welcome him when he comes again.

Monday - Luminous - (Adjective): Giving off  light; 
bright or shining.
Tuesday - Nautical - (Adjective): Of or concerning 
navigation, sailors, or the sea; maritime.
Wednesday - Edible - (Adjective): Fit or suitable to 
be eaten.
Thursday - Gesticulate - (Verb): Use gestures, 
especially dramatic ones, instead of speaking or to 
emphasize one’s words.
Friday - Heinous - (Adjective): (Of a person or 
wrongful act, especially a crime) utterly odious or wicked.

Idiom of the Week
‘Out of the frying pan into the fi re’
Meaning: to move from a diffi  cult situation into one that 
is worse.
Example:  
‘I left my old law fi rm but I ended up at one with even 
longer working hours; I went out of the frying pan into 
the fi re.’
‘The student had received a detention for talking, but 
jumped out of the frying pan into the fi re when he 
continued to argue against it.’

Prayer:
Lord Jesus, help us to live as you taught us, with our lives 
fi lled with love and goodness so that we will be ready to 
greet you when you come again in glory. Amen.

A God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’
But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things 
which God hath prepared for them that love him. (1st 
Corinthians 2:9)

But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do 
not break through nor steal. (Matthew 6:20)

EPRAISE CHRISTMAS DRAW
We will be commencing our annual Epraise Christmas 
Draw, which means pupils from all year groups have the 
chance to win a glamorous prize. The top 20 pupils that 
have accumulated the most Epraise points from each 
year group, will be put into a Christmas draw. From this 
selection, three pupils from each year group will be drawn 
out of a hat to win one of the following prizes:

• 1st place - £30 Amazon voucher
• 2nd place - £20 Amazon voucher
• 3rd place - £10 Amazon voucher

There will also be one fortunate pupil from this draw that 
will have a chance to win a laptop. 


