
14th January 2022
INTRODUCTION
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called 
children of God. (Matthew 5:9). 
Peace Sunday this year is on 16th January. Each year on 
Peace Sunday we promote the Pope’s World Day of Peace 
message and this year the message is entitled ‘Dialogue 
between generations, education and work: tools for building 
lasting peace’. In his message Pope Francis highlights how 
education is fundamental for peace and that teaching and 
education are the foundations of a cohesive civil society 
capable of generating hope, prosperity and progress’. 
Our vision for all pupils at St Thomas More School is for 
them to be high achieving, aspirational individuals who are 
global citizens with British values and have understood and 
lived through the Gospel values.  We aim for our pupils to 
understand that they are part of a diverse community and 
that peace and tolerance are key attributes to which they 
must adhere. 
God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, 18th January 2022
STEM Club, Imperial College Virtual Tour (10:00-11:00)
Wednesday, 19th January 2022
Year 13 Media Trip
CAFOD Young Leaders Trip to CAFOD HQ (10:00-
15:00) selected students only
Thursday, 20th January 2022
Year 13 IntoUniversity Workshop (09:10-13:30)
Friday, 21st January 2022
Year 7 Author Visit and Talk (14:10-15:10)

YEAR 9 VACCINATIONS
The Immunisation Team will be attending the school 
on Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th March 2022 to administer 
the Diphtheria/Tetanus/Polio and Meningitis ACWY 
immunisations to Year 9 pupils. If you would like your 
child to receive this immunisation, please click on the ‘Click 
Here’ button in the letter attached to complete the consent 
form online. This MUST be completed before Sunday 27th

February 2022. If you have any questions, please call 0208 
017 7925 or email Haringey@v-uk.co.uk.

PSHE
During our PSHE Morning on 
Tuesday 11th January, Year 7 
were exploring the topic of 
diversity while Year 8 were 
studying peer pressure. 
Year 9 were learning about 
divorce and separation 
and Year 10 were studying 
respectful relationships. 
Year 11 studied a range of 
techniques and strategies to 
deal with exam stress. 
Year 12 were learning how 
to articulate relationship 
values and to apply them 
in diff erent types of 
relationships exploring while 
Year 13 were exploring the 
identifi cation of healthy and 
unhealthy relationships.

OUR NEW STUDENT SCHOOL LEADERS

GIRLS IN PHYSICS
Highgate School would like to invite girls in Years 9 to 13 
and their female parents/carers to an evening of Physics. 
There will be two speakers, whose bio can be seen in the 
poster attached, speaking about their experience of being 
a woman within physics and also their work within the 
fi eld, alongside answering any questions. The event will 
take place at the Mills Centre, Highgate School from 17:30-
19:00 on Wednesday, 9th February.  The sign up form can 
be accessed here. Further information about the event will 
be emailed out closer to the time.

This week our new Prefects in Year 12 were announced. 
These students will join our Student School Leaders in Year 13 
as the very best of St Thomas More Catholic School. Prefects 
set an example for students throughout the school, and play 
an important role in representing St Thomas More in our 
wider community. The application process is rigorous and the 
successful students have met incredibly high standards in 
order to obtain this prestigious role. Applications will open later 
this term for a second round of Year 12 students to apply.

https://form.jotform.com/220064735198357
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Words of the Week
Monday - Arbitrary (Adjective): Based on random 
choice or personal whim, rather than any reason or system; 
(Of power or a ruling body) unrestrained and autocratic in 
the use of authority.
Tuesday - Transfi xed (Verb): Cause (someone) to 
become motionless with horror, wonder, or astonishment. 
Wednesday - Vicarious (Adjective): Experienced in 
the imagination through the feelings or actions of another 
person; acting or done for another.
Thursday - Cull (Verb): Reduce the population of (a wild 
animal) by selective slaughter; select from a large quantity; 
obtain from a variety of sources.
*Cultural Capital: In biology, culling is the process 
of segregating organisms from a group according to 
desired or undesired characteristics. In animal breeding, 
it is the process of removing or segregating animals from 
a breeding stock based on a specifi c trait. This is done 
to exaggerate desirable characteristics, or to remove 
undesirable characteristics by altering the genetic diversity 
of the population.
Friday – Elapse: (Verb): (Of time) pass or go by.

Idiom of the Week
‘In hot water’
Meaning: To be in trouble, particularly of being criticised 
or punished.
Examples: ‘Boris Johnson is in hot water about the 
exposure of his lockdown parties.’
‘A construction company is in hot water after a building 
collapse.’

YEAR 7 AND 8 BASKETBALL
The Year 7 and 8 basketball 
team fulfi lled their fi rst Jr NBA 
league fi xtures this season. 
The Year 8 game fi nished 
40-8 to St Thomas More 
school with Alexander scoring 
the most points. The Year 7 
game fi nished 12-10 to St Thomas More with Rocco Fiore 
(7DX2) scoring the most points. Well done to both teams and 
good luck to them in the forthcoming rounds. 

YEAR 10 FOOTBALL
A 5-2 win for the Year 10 football team meant that all year 
groups have qualifi ed for the Middlesex Cup quarter-fi nal. 
The player of the match was Cristiano Reis Ferreira Figueira 
(10KL2).

YEAR 9 INDOOR ATHLETICS CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to the Girls’ 
Year 9 athletics team for 
continuing St Thomas More 
School’s legacy. They have 
once again been crowned 
Haringey Athletics Champions. 
St Thomas More School has 
won this competition for the 
15th consecutive year. 

The Year 7 and 8 basketball 
teams model their new 
Jr NBA kits. The Year 8 
team will be representing 
Oklahoma Thunder and 
the Year 7 team will 
be representing Dallas 
Mavericks. We wish the team 
every success for this season.  

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 
change. The courage to change the things I can. Wisdom 

to know the diff erence.
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 

in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)
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Thought for the Week

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2022: 
18th-25th January
We look forward to the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
The theme for 2022 is: “We 
saw a star in the East, and 
we came to worship him” 
- “Nous avons vu son astre 
à l’Orient et nous sommes 
venus lui rendre hommage” 
(Matthew 2:2).
At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ 
prayer for his disciples that “they may be one so that the 
world may believe” (see John 17.21). Hearts are touched 
and Christians come together to pray for their unity. 
Congregations and parishes all over the world exchange 
preachers or arrange special celebrations and prayer 
services. The event that touches of this special experience 
is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
This year the liturgy has been put together by churches 
in the Middle East. More than ever, in these diffi  cult times, 
we need a light that shines in the darkness, and that light, 
Christians proclaim, has been manifested in Jesus Christ.
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RE
Week Beginning 16th January 2122 Year C
Second Sunday after the Epiphany
Gospel Reading: John 2:1-11
Refl ection on the Gospel Reading: The Miracle of 
Cana (The Wedding)
A miracle is a sign of God’s power and glory, a remarkable 
and amazing event that cannot be explained. Today we hear 
how Jesus performed his fi rst miracle by changing water into 
wine. Jesus is the light of the world who chases away the 
darkness with his love.
This Sunday we begin the liturgical season of Ordinary Time. 
For many Sundays in this lectionary cycle (Cycle C), our 
readings will be taken from the Gospel of Luke. Occasionally, 
however, we will read from John’s Gospel. This is true of 
today’s Gospel reading, which describes the beginning of 
Jesus’ ministry and his fi rst miracle.
To situate the reading within the context of John’s Gospel, 
we note that John’s report of this event follows Jesus’ call of 
his fi rst disciples. John tells us that Jesus and his disciples 
were invited to this wedding at Cana, as was Jesus’ mother, 
Mary. There is no parallel report of this miracle at Cana in the 
Synoptic Gospels.
In the Church’s liturgical history, the wedding feast of Cana 
is closely associated with the baptism of the Lord and the 
adoration of the infant Jesus by the Wise Men. In this context, 
the sign Jesus performs at the wedding feast is celebrated as 
an epiphany or a manifestation of Jesus’ divinity.
Yet awareness of Jesus’ impending passion and death is ever 
present in John’s Gospel. Even in this report of Jesus’ fi rst 
sign, the language used anticipates Jesus’ passion. When 
Jesus says to his mother that his hour has not yet come, he 
protests against her wishes in language that John will use 
again when reporting Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples. 
When introducing the story of Jesus washing his disciples’ 
feet, John writes that Jesus knew that his hour had come. In 
John’s Gospel, Jesus is very much in command and aware of 
all that is to happen to him.
The gospel tells us of the fi rst miracle of Jesus according 
to the gospel of John. It happened in a wedding at Cana, 
a village in lower Galilee. We must remember that the very 
purpose of John in writing his gospel was to introduce to his 
readers that Jesus was and is the Messiah. Therefore, the 
miracle at Cana is part of the evidence that indeed Jesus 
was the most-awaited Messiah. It must also be pointed out 
that Jesus came to earth to reunite the people with God 
the Father. The wedding at Cana is therefore a most fi tting 
introduction to this endeavour of “union”. In many other 
accounts of the bible, we often read of wedding images 
(Matthew 22: 1–14, Luke 14:7-14).
The miracle of turning water into wine is an inauguration of 
God’s presence in the world. In the last supper, we know that 
Jesus turned wine into His own blood. The “hour” that Jesus 
mentioned refers to His glorifi cation through His passion, 
death and resurrection.
There are several points for meditation from this miracle 
story. The presence of God through Jesus brings us joy and 
merriment, as what happens in a wedding.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, 
played a prominent role in the 
miracle event. Remember, the 
servants did not inform the bride 
and groom about the problem but Mary knew it and she made 
the fi rst move. During His crucifi xion, right before he expired, 
He entrusted to John as his own mother (John 19:27).
Jesus is concerned about our problems including our material 
needs. He truly cares for us. Jesus performs miracle even if 
it is not yet the proper time. At a time when we are lacking 
of something, He comes to the rescue. He does not want us 
to be put to shame as He did for the bride and groom at the 
wedding of Cana.
Jesus is not just the source of abundance, He also gives us 
what is superior to what we already know or tasted. The 
quality of wine that the headwaiter tasted was the best of all 
and it came last! How often do we hear the words “The best 
is yet to come”?
Miracles happen when we do what Jesus tells us, when we 
are obedient to His will and when we humble ourselves and 
submit to His authority. His disciples began to believe in Him 
after the miracle. Let us believe in Jesus as our saviour. He 
does perform miracles daily for us. Each day that we wake up 
is in itself a miracle. Let us thank Him daily.
Prayer
Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform 
the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, and in 
the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 
Spirit of God, fi ll us with faith and joy, so that through us 
others may come to know you. Through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Motivational Quotes
Lord, I give you every day of this new week. Give me wisdom 
to live, strength and fi rmness, serenity and confi dence in you.
A God Who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
May the Lord bless you and protect you. May the Lord smile 
on you and be gracious to you. May the Lord show you his 
favour and give you his peace. Amen. (Numbers 6:24-26).
“Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lord, the Lord is my strength and my song; He has 
become my salvation.” (Isaiah 12: 2).
Saints Day for week beginning 16th January

2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Psalm week 2

Sunday,  16th January Peace Day
Monday, 17th January Saint Antony, Abbot
Tuesday, 18th January Tuesday of week 2 in 

Ordinary Time
Wednesday, 19th January Saint Joseph Sebastian 

Pelczar, Bishop
Thursday, 20th January Thursday of week 2 in 

Ordinary Time or Saint 
Fabian, Pope, Martyr or 
Saint Sebastian, Martyr

Friday, 21st January Saint Agnes, Virgin, Martyr
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DATE   TIME   Sixth Form (t.warriner@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk)  
SATURDAY  

15.1.2022  

  

  

09:30 – 11:00   YEAR 13 ECONOMICS – Mr Tissot (MS4) – 9.15am 
start  

LEVEL 2 BTEC SPORT – Mr Ameh (DG4)  

12A BIOLOGY – Mrs Sinanan (MG10)  

12D BIOLOGY – Dr Nourbakhsh (MG4)  

YEAR 12 FURTHER MATHS - Mr Alibanwe (EF6)  

11:00 – 12:30   LEVEL 2 BTEC SPORT – Mr Ameh (DG4)  

12D BIOLOGY – Mrs Sinanan (MG10)  

12A BIOLOGY – Dr Nourbakhsh (MG4)  

YEAR 12 MATHS - Mr Alibanwe (EF6)  

12.30 – 14.00   Year 12 and 13 ART – Ms Bona (MF3)  

12A and D BIOLOGY – Dr Nourbakhsh (MG4)  

DATE   TIME   YEAR 11 (t.warriner@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk)  
SATURDAY  

15.1.22  

  

  

OPTION D DAY  

09:30 – 11:00   ART – Ms Bona (MF3)   

DRAMA – Mrs Rosen and Miss Bevan (NF1 and NF2)  

IT – Mr Ghoudelbourk (MF1)  

MEDIA  – Ms Slevin (NF3)  

SPANISH – Mrs Silva (MS5)  

FOOD TECH – Ms Dunne (NG1)  

11:00 – 12:30   ART – Ms Bona (MF3)   

DRAMA – Mrs Rosen and Miss Bevan (NF1 and NF2)  

FRENCH – Miss Chignac (MS1) – Mr Tissot (10.45am 
start)  

IT – Mr Ghoudelbourk (MF1)  

MEDIA  – Ms Slevin (NF3)  

SPANISH – Mrs Silva (MS5)  

FOOD TECH – Ms Dunne (NG1)  

12.30 – 14.00   MEDIA (option D) – Ms Marquez (NF4)  

FOOD TECH – Ms Dunne (NG1)  

TECHNOLOGY – Mr Dolan   





Working on behalf of

Meningitis ACWY and Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio vaccination

Dear Parent/Carer, 

The Meningitis ACWY vaccination helps to protect your child against four types of meningococcal 
bacteria (groups A, C, W and Y) that can cause meningitis (inflammation of the lining of the brain) 
and septicaemia (blood poisoning). These diseases are very serious and can be fatal in some cases, 
especially if not diagnosed early. During this school year, children in year 9 will get the vaccine 
routinely along with the DTP (Diphtheria, Tetanus & Polio). 

If you would like more information, please visit 
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/men-acwy-vaccine.aspx where you can find 
information about the disease and the vaccine. If you would like to discuss the vaccines with a 
nurse, or if you require help to complete the form, please contact your immunisation team in your 
child's school area below.

We hope that this information addresses any concerns you or your child might have about the 
vaccination and you will feel confident that having the Meningitis ACWY vaccine will help to protect 
your child against a very serious illness.

If this is NOT your child’s 5th dose of diphtheria, tetanus and polio vaccine, they will need to have 
one or more follow up doses to complete the course to ensure that they have full immunity. Please 
arrange to have this with your child’s GP 4 weeks after the dose they receive in school.

We will be attending St Thomas More School on Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th March 2022 to carry 
out these Immunisations. 

Please complete the E-consent form* (one for each child) before Sunday 27th February as the link 
will expire. To complete the consent please click here. If you require a paper consent form then 
please speak to the school
*The person who has parental responsibility must sign the consent form.

It is important to complete the form even if the recommended vaccination is refused.

To improve our service, we would be grateful if you would tell us your reason for refusal. Should you 
change your mind later, please feel free to contact us. The person who has parental responsibility 
must sign the consent form*

Information about the vaccination will be put on your child’s health records, including records at 
their GP surgery Please turn over for information on how we handle your child’s data. 

Yours Sincerely,

Amanda Schiller
Clinical Director
Vaccination UK

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/men-acwy-vaccine.aspx
https://london.schoolvaccination.uk/dtp/2021/haringey
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Additional information about DTP & Men ACWY 
Immunisation:

Are there any side effects? 

It is common to get some swelling, redness or tenderness at the injection site. Sometimes a 
small painless lump develops, but this usually disappears in a few weeks. More serious effects 
are rare but include fever, headache, dizziness, feeling slightly sick. If your child feels unwell after 
the immunisation, give paracetamol or ibuprofen. If their temperature persists, speak to your GP 
or call the free NHS helpline: 111

About the Meningitis ACWY vaccine
The Meningitis ACWY vaccine protects against four types of meningococcal bacteria (groups 
A, C, W and Y) that can cause meningitis (inflammation of the lining of the brain) and 
septicaemia (blood poisoning). It is routinely offered to teenagers in school Years 9 or 10 at 
the same time as the DTP vaccine. 

Meningococcal disease (meningitis and septicaemia) is a rare but life-threatening disease 
caused by meningococcal bacteria. It can lead to life-changing disabilities, such as 
amputations, hearing loss and brain damage.
Older teenagers and new university students are at higher risk of infection because many of 
them mix closely with lots of new people, some of whom may unknowingly carry the 
meningococcal bacteria at the back of their nose and throat. 

About the DTP vaccine
The 3-in-1 teenage booster vaccine (DTP) is routinely offered on the NHS to all young people 
aged 14 (school year 9). The vaccine is given to boost protection against 3 separate diseases: 
diphtheria, tetanus and polio. 

If my child was vaccinated against DTP as a young child, are they still protected? 

Your child will have some protection, but the booster vaccination will strengthen their immunity 
and help keep them protected for many more years.

How many boosters does my child need? 

In total, your child needs 5 doses of the tetanus, diphtheria and polio vaccines throughout their 
childhood. This will build up and maintain their body's own immunity against these infections 
and protect them against the diseases.

Your child will receive the first 3 doses as a baby at 8, 12 and 16 weeks. The 4th dose is given 
around the age of 3 as a pre-school booster in the 4-in-1 vaccine, and the 5th and final dose is 
the teenage 3-in-1 booster given at age 14 (school year 9).
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Additional information:

*The consent form needs to be signed by a person with parental responsibility which includes: 

• Mother: automatic
• Father: if married to the mother either when baby is born or marries subsequently
• Unmarried father: if name appears on birth certificate (since 1/12/03) or legally acquired
• Others: if parental responsibility is legally acquired
• Parental Responsibility Agreement: signed, properly witnessed and sent for registration to Principle 

Registry or the Family Division (High Court)
• Residence Order: granted by the Court

• Please note that young people under the age of 16 can give or refuse consent for themselves if 
considered competent to do so by nursing staff. 

Vaccination UK Privacy Notice 2022/2023:

Who is collecting the data?
Vaccination UK is collecting information about your child to ensure that we have up to date health 
information about their health at the time that you are consenting for them to receive an immunisation. 
Their demographic information is used to ensure that we identify their electronic health record accurately. 
What data is being collected?
We ask for basic demographic data to allow us to identify them and their health record. The information 
about their health is utilised by the nurses to ensure that they can confirm that the immunisation is suitable 
for them. 
What is the legal basis for processing the data?
Section 9 (2)(h) of the Data Protection Act 2018 allows for processing of your child’s data for the provision of 
direct healthcare and the management of healthcare systems. 
Will the data be shared with any third parties?
Your child’s data will be shared with their General Practice (GP) and with the child health information system 
(CHIS) which holds immunisation and screening information for all children in the UK.
How will the information be used?
We collect data on consent forms to allow us to identify a person’s health record if you have consented to 
their immunisation and to allow the nurses to make decisions about their care based on the most up to date 
information about their current health. 
How long will the data be stored for? 
The information will be stored on their electronic health record after their vaccination; this information will 
be then be available throughout their lifetime. Their paper records will be destroyed once they have been 
scanned on to their record. 
What rights does the data subject have?
Data subjects have the right to request a copy of any data we request or record about them.
How can you contact us with queries or concerns about this privacy notice?
If you have any queries or concerns regarding the information that we hold about your child or have a 
question regarding this notice, please contact:
action@vaccinationuk.co.uk

mailto:action@vaccinationuk.co.uk



