
11th June 2021
INTRODUCTION
“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, as God in Christ forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32
This week we have had a focus on respect for each other 
and good manners. I talked about this earlier in the year 
and it is always worth revisiting. It is part of our mission 
statement that we would like our pupils to “.. grow in their 
faith and benefi t from an enriching education”, it is only 
with respect for each other and good manners that we are 
able to do this. As we continue to guide your child on their 
journey at St Thomas More, we are looking at all aspects of 
their development, including understanding how we should 
treat each other. “And as you wish that others would do to 
you, do so to them” Luke 6:31.
We have devised a new Relationship and Sex Education 
programme (RSE) which will be delivered to all pupils 
in the summer term. If you would like to enquire about 
the programme, please contact the school at parents@
stthomasmoreschool.org.uk.
This half-term we will be carrying out assessments for all 
year groups. Your child will be receiving topics lists and they 
will be expected to revise at home for the assessments.
God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENT
Wednesday, 16th June 2021
Year 10 Mock Exams begin
Thursday, 17th June 2021
Year 12 IntoUniversity workshop (09:30-13:30)
Friday, 18th June 2021
Sixth Form ‘Career in the Civil Service’ talk (14:10-15:10)

YEAR 12 TAKE TO THE TREETOPS!
On Tuesday afternoon, Year 12 students took on the 
‘Treetop Challenge’ at Go-Ape Alexandra Palace. Students 
showed incredible bravery as they swung from the treetops 
and ziplined across the park, jumping from great heights 
and pushing themselves to the limit. After such a long time 
without school trips taking place, it was wonderful to see 
our students having such a great time, working together 
and supporting one another. 

WORK EXPERIENCE SUCCESS 
Following the launch of the STM Careers Wakelet, a 
number of students have successfully organised virtual 
work experience. Joyce Makuiza (Year 12) has secured a 
prestigious placement with FTI Consulting (from 28th June). 
Over the course of the week, she will attend 4 workshops and 
8 inspirational talks led by FTI employees from all walks of 
life across their diff erent business segments and will work on 
a project with other sixth form and undergraduate students.
Devin Sarfo (Y12) has secured a placement at Leicester 
Football Club. He will hear from department managers and 
leaders across the business to understand all the working 
parts which go into creating a football club and understand 
what it is like to work for LCFC.
Students can fi nd links to further work experience opportunities 
on our wakelet: https://wakelet.com/@stmcareers

UNIVERSITY OF THE ARTS DRAWING AWARD
Congratulations to Andrea Carboni, Kimberley D’Souza, 
Alberto Carboni, Sofi a Davila, and Beatriz Cattuzzo, on 
successfully completing the University of the Art London 
Level 2 Award in drawing. The award is an Ofqual 
recognised qualifi cation worth UCAS points. This is the 
fi rst time that Year 11 students from St Thomas More Art 
Department have received a certifi cate from a university, 
UAL is Europe’s largest specialist art and design university 
and their certifi cates are highly regarded by employers and 
universities globally. If you are interested in joining an art 
club or entering competitions, please speak to Mr Brankin 
in the Art department, and visit www.arts.ac.uk/awards.

INVESTIN INTERNSHIPS
Congratulations to the Year 11 pupils who have gained an 
Internship with Investin this summer. This is a prestigious 
scheme that our ambitious Year 11 and 12 pupils can apply 
for, in order to gain work experience in competitive fi elds. 
Victoria Skubik will be enrolling on ‘The Young Doctor 
Programme’, Anabela Henrique Santos will be shadowing a 
psychologist, whereas Beatriz Cattuzzo and Arserina Mpulusu 
will be discovering more about the world of dentistry.

YEAR 9 ADDITIONAL LESSONS
Year 9 will be given additional lessons in Science, English and 
Maths, as part of our Covid catch-up programme.  Year 9 
pupils were given this information in letters handed out today.
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RE
Feast Day this Week:
Friday 11th June 2021: The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
The Sacred Heart of Jesus is a devotion with long and 
historic prominence within Christianity, and in modern 
times has been established as a Solemnity for the universal 
Church. The Solemnity was fi rst celebrated in France. 
The local bishop at the behest of St John Eudes, who 
celebrated the Mass on August 31, 1670, approved the 
liturgy. The celebration was quickly adopted in other places 
in France. In 1856, Pope Pius IX established the Feast of 
the Sacred Heart as obligatory for the whole Church.
Saturday 12th June 2021: The Immaculate Heart of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary
This is a devotional name used to refer to the Catholic view 
of the interior life of Mary, mother of Jesus, her joys and 
sorrows, her virtues and hidden perfections, and, above all, 
her virginal love for God the Father, her maternal love for 
her son Jesus Christ, and her motherly and compassionate 
love for all mankind.
Traditionally, the immaculate heart is depicted pierced with 
seven wounds or swords, in homage to the seven sorrows of 
Mary and roses, usually red or white, wrapped around her heart.
Eleventh Sunday of the Year B
Week Beginning 13th June 2021
Gospel Reading: Mark 4: 26-34
Gospel Refl ection: The Kingdom of God
Jesus compares the kingdom of God to a little mustard seed, 
which grows from a tiny beginning into something great.
At Baptism, we are given the light of Christ’s love, which 
burns, in our hearts. As children of the light, may our 
goodness shine out for others to see, so that they too will feel 
the warmth of God’s love and become part of his kingdom.
One day Jesus told this parable to the people: “The 
kingdom of God is like a tiny mustard seed. Night and day, 
the little seed sprouts and grows. No one sees it growing 
or knows how it happens. Until one day it has become a 
large and leafy shrub, and the birds of the air fi nd shelter 
in its many branches.”
Jesus told the people many parables, and later when he 
was alone with his disciples, he helped them to understand 
their message.
The mustard seed is the smallest of seeds. While the early 
Christian community was small, this parable assures Mark’s 
readers that their eff orts will be very fruitful in growing toward 
the Kingdom of God. Jesus preaches about that kingdom 
in today’s Gospel reading. He again uses everyday images 
- those of seed, sowing, growth, and harvest - to make his 
point that God’s kingdom is ‘naturally’ growing. Its fruitful 
harvest will seem just as miraculous as when a farmer plants 
seeds and those seeds later sprout up into a large plant.
The word of God is planted in our hearts, and as we grow 
in kindness, love, understanding and forgiveness, we share 
it with others and in this way God’s kingdom grows too.

Words of the Week
Monday - Wrest (Verb): Forcibly pull (something) from 
a person’s grasp; to get something with eff ort or diffi  culty.
Tuesday - Replenish (Verb): Restore (a stock or supply) 
to a former level or condition; fi ll (something) up again.
Wednesday - Extol (Verb): Praise enthusiastically.
Thursday - Rubric (Noun): A heading on a document; 
a set of instructions or rules.
Friday - Gauge (Verb): Estimate or determine the 
amount, level, or volume of something.

Idiom of the Week

d f h k

‘To open a can of worms’
Meaning: A situation that, once started, is likely to 
become problematic or have a negative outcome.
Examples: Corruption is a serious problem, but nobody 
has yet been willing to open up that can of worms.
By bringing up the fi ght again, she was just opening up 
a can of worms. 

“If you’re not being respected or appreciated, it’s time to stand 
up for yourself. The rain will pass. Keep your head up. Look for 

the rainbow.” If you don’t believe in yourself, then who will?

’re not being rreespected or appreciated, it’s time to st
Thought for the Week

Prayer
Lord our God, we come into your presence and bow down 
before you, the Almighty. We come before you and repent, 
believing in you and in your will to save us. Your will to 
save goes out over the whole world, that all may repent 
and be redeemed. Grant us the thoughts of your heart so 
that we may begin to understand your will.  Amen.
Motivational Quote
“God never said that the journey would be easy, but he did 
say that the arrival would be worthwhile”. God is preparing 
you for something great. Just hold on.
The God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’
“I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will have the 
light of life and will never walk in darkness”. (John 8-12).
“The Lord says: Do not be afraid because I am always with you. 
With me by your side, you have nothing to fear. I will protect 
you from harm and save you from danger.” (Isaiah 41-10).

NATIONAL READING CHAMPIONS QUIZ
This week, 8 enthusiastic 
Year 7 readers competed 
in the National Reading 
Champions Quiz. They 
worked brilliantly as a 
team and demonstrated 
brilliant knowledge and passion for reading. Congratulations 
to all involved for representing the school so well.

NETWORKING WORKSHOP 
During the Year 12 into Year 13 Induction, we ran fi ve 
sessions on UCAS and careers. The highlight was a 
Networking Workshop led by Tom Hadley. Tom was a 
Senior Policy Adviser at the CBI, has worked in Europe and 
America, and is now an independent consultant, working 
with the UN and WHO. He shared practical tips on building 
a personal brand online and relationship building, with many 
anecdotes from his varied career. This was followed by a CV 
workshop led by Jamie Fox (London Careers Cluster).


