
28th May 2021
INTRODUCTION
It’s time to say goodbye... 
After Pentecost, the Easter season is over. Therefore, we say 
goodbye to the gospel of John and say hello again to the 
gospel of Mark. We return to the incredible story of Jesus and 
how he collects disciples, prepares them for mission, heals 
the sick and teaches about the kingdom of God.  
It has also a time to say goodbye to our Year 13 students 
who have now fi nished their career at St Thomas More 
School. We were incredibly grateful to have Father Fortunatus 
preside over our Year 13 end of year mass; it gave us an 
opportunity to come together in the Glendale Hall and 
celebrate their achievements. They have been a credit to the 
school and we wish them every success for the future. 
As we enter this short break, I would like to thank you for 
your support for the school and I wish you and your families 
a well-deserved rest and to remain safe. I look forward to 
seeing your children after the half-term, where our focus will 
be on preparation for their assessments.
God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 31st May - Friday, 4th June
School closed for half-term holiday
Monday, 7th June 2021
School reopens (08:50am start) 
Science Week begins
Year 9 Guided Curriculum Interviews begin
Year 11: Sixth Form Taster Day
Year 12 Transition Day
Tuesday, 8th June 2021
Year 11: Sixth Form Taster Day
Wednesday, 9th June 2021
Year 8 Parents’ Evening (17:00-19:00)

YEAR 10 FOOD TECH
Well done to the Year 10 Food 
Tech class for their hard work in 
their assessments.  Panagiotis 
Gravanis (10 KL2) is pictured with 
his delicious pizza.

KEW GARDEN VISIT
The STEM club visited 
the Royal Botanic Kew 
Gardens on Thursday. 
Students explored 
a variety of plants, 
their habitats and 
adaptations.

JACKSONS LANE WORKSHOPS
This week in drama, 
pupils in Years 8, 9 and 10 
developed their circus skills 
with JL Circus. As well as 
running free weekly circus 
skills sessions, Jacksons 
Lane have exciting summer 
opportunities that include planning a music and dance 
performance. See attached fl yers for further details. 

OUR NEW STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM 
We are delighted that 
our Student Leaders 
for 2021/2022 can 
be announced. On 9th

July 2021, our new 
Student Leaders will be 
commissioned into their 
new roles at our Feast 
Day Mass, and will take 
over the responsibilities 
of the current team. Sandra Domingos Coimbra and 
Ioannis Kanatas will be commissioned as Deputy Head 
Girl and Deputy Head Boy. Tara McCarry and Daniel 
Tewelde will be commissioned as Head Girl and Head Boy. 
These students will be key representatives of St Thomas 
More School, both within the school itself and our wider 
community. They are expected to be role models for every 
student and to set an example that all others follow. They 
also provide representation of our student body to the 
governing board and senior teachers at the school - they 
ensure that our students’ voices are heard and listened to. 

HOUSE COMPETITIONS
Throughout the week, Years 7 to 10 participated in some 
House Competitions during their P.E lessons. All pupils are 
placed into 4 diff erent house teams, called Tower (Green), 
Thames (Blue), Chancellor (Yellow) and Temple (Red). Since 
the term commenced, the pupils have been engaging in 
diff erent athletics events such as javelin, shot putt, triple 
jump, discus, long jump, hurdles and sprinting. All year groups 
were competing against each other in their respected houses, 
participating in a number of the aforementioned events to win 
the competition. The fi nal scores were as follows: 1st Temple 
(134 points), 2nd Chancellor (132 points), 3rd Tower (129 
points), 4th Thames (127 points).  Congratulations to team 
Temple for fi nishing 1st in this year’s athletics competition.
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RE
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi) Year B
Week Beginning 31st May 2021:
3rd June 2021: Gospel Reading Mark 14:12-16, 22-26
Gospel Refl ection: The Body and Blood of Christ:
What would happen if we had no food or anything to drink? 
Together they keep us alive, and without their life- giving 
nourishment, we would die. Jesus is the ‘bread of life’ who 
shares himself with us in a special way during the Mass.

Jesus and his disciples had gathered to celebrate the 
Passover meal together. While they were eating, Jesus took 
some bread, gave thanks to his heavenly Father, broke the 
bread, and gave a piece to each of his disciples, saying. 
‘Take this and eat it, this is my body.’ Then he took a cup of 
wine. Again he praised his Father, and passed it to each of 
his disciples saying, ‘Take this and drink it, this is my blood, 
poured out for you. Do this in memory of me.’

Mark describes for his community the words and actions 
of Jesus at the Last Supper. Scholars believe that the 
words are more an attempt on Mark’s part to help his early 
Christian community understand the Eucharist than they 
are the actual words spoken by Jesus. Still they help us 
understand that Jesus was leaving the physical company of 
the apostles, and he gave them a way of remembering him 
through bread and wine, his body and blood.

Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for all your goodness 
and for the peace, you give us. Unite us as your people, 
we pray. Unite us as one people with all your children who 
have ever lived, as one people with all who want to serve 
you. The more faithfully and joyfully we are your people, 
the more blessing you can give. Let the material world 
come under your hand. Guide your children on earth. Lead 
us in such a way that others may be helped. When we 
suff er, grant us strength and understanding of your will. 
Protect us today and always.  Amen.

Motivational Quote
‘Always be joyful (rejoice). Never stop praying. Be thankful 
in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus.’ (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18).

The God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39).The 
Lord’s unfailing love and mercy still continue, fresh as the 
morning, as sure as the sunrise. The Lord is all I have, and 
so I put my hope in him. (Lamentations 3: 22-23).

Words of the Week
Monday - Tenacious (Adjective): Tending to keep a 
fi rm hold of something; Clinging or adhering closely.
Tuesday - Insulate (Verb): Protect (something) by 
interposing material that prevents the loss of heat or the 
intrusion of sound.
Wednesday - Lukewarm (Adjective): (Of liquid or 
food that should be hot) only moderately warm; Tepid; 
Showing little enthusiasm.
Thursday -  Stringent (Adjective): (Of regulations, 
requirements, or conditions) strict, precise, and exacting.
Friday - Bedraggled (Adjective): Dishevelled; Messy 
and fi lthy.

Idiom of the Week
‘Keep it under your hat.’
Meaning: To not reveal or discuss something publicly. 
Examples: ‘Keep all details about the party under your 
hat; we want it to be a surprise!’
‘She knew she was going to get promoted to be the new 
director of the company, but she kept it under her hat
until a formal announcement was made by the board.’

Being happy is not all that diffi  cult, it’s all about allowing 
yourself to appreciate the new opportunities that come 

with a new day and forgetting those opportunities missed 
in the previous days.

ffig happy is nott all that difficult it’s all about allowin
Thought for the Week

GEOGRAPHY FIELDWORK IS BACK ON!
8MC2 were the fi rst class 
to go up the hill to the 
top of Alexandra Palace, 
to see the glorious views 
of London on the hottest 
day of the year so far. 
It was a great day out 
collecting traffi  c count 
data and doing a bipolar 

survey on the way. We monitored the environmental quality 
and sketched the glorious views as we strolled up the hill, 
warming up: some of us wishing we had seen the weather 
forecast before getting dressed!
The cold blast of air in the ice rink was just what we needed 
to cool off  after the 
Geography tasks were 
completed. With skates 
fi rmly laced on we hit the 
ice.... some literally.  It 
was a really good start to 
the “new normal” we are 
starting to enjoy. 

FOOTBALL PROGRAMME
St Thomas More 
commenced a football 
programme amalgamating 
with Tottenham Hotspur 
Football Foundation on 
Monday evening. The 
Year 7 boys and girls were 
granted the opportunity to work with Tottenham’s academy 
coaches and learn a number of skills to develop their ability 
in football. The programme will continue every Monday 
after half-term from 3:15 to 4:15.


