
2nd July 2021
INTRODUCTION
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 
Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.” (John 15:12-15). 

In the month of July, Pope Francis has issued his prayer 
intention and calls on us to become “passionate architects 
of dialogue and friendship” to solve the confl icts and 
causes of division that exist in society and among individual 
people. In his encyclical “Fratelli tutti”, which I mentioned 
earlier in the year, he dedicates a whole chapter to 
“Dialogue and Friendship in society.” As a Catholic school, 
with a diverse population and over 41 languages spoken, I 
am extremely proud when I look at our school community 
and see the friendships that exist.  

Next week is an extremely important week for us as we 
celebrate the Feast Day of St Thomas More on Friday 
9th July. We would normally hold a whole school mass. 
However, due to Covid restrictions we will be having 
several smaller masses which will be socially distanced. 

God bless
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENT
Monday, 5th July 2021
Years 7, 8 and 9 Assessments begin 
Tuesday, 6th July 2021
8KL2 & 9BK2 Geography Trip to Alexandra Palace 
(09:10-15:00)
Year 10 Bird Man Workshop (08:50-11:10)
AS Business & Economics: Think Investment Induction 
Session (15:10-16:10)
Wednesday, 7th July 2021
Year 12 IntoUniversity Workshop (09:10-13:30)
Year 7 Punctuation Show (11:30-12:30)
Thursday, 8th July 2021
David Lammy school visit (09:30-11:00)
Year 9 Science Reward Trip
Black Quill Workshop 2 (14:10-15:10)
Friday, 9th July 2021
Feast Day of St Thomas More, school ends at 12:00 noon

IDIOM OF THE WEEK WRITING COMPETITION 
All year, students have been learning a new idiom every 
week. To coincide with National Writing Day, students 
entered a writing competition inspired by an idiom of 
their choice. We received lots of entries and it was a real 
pleasure to read students’ imaginative pieces. 
The winners are.... 🏆
1st place
Thomas Clifton, Year 7, winner of a £20 Amazon voucher.
2nd place
Delia Sanz Borbely, Year 8.
3rd place
Divine Omolade, Year 10.

YEAR 7 & 8 SUMMER SCHOOL PROGRAMME
We will be running a 2-day Summer School Programme for 
pupils in Years 7 & 8. Letters containing more information 
have been emailed home and a copy has also been handed 
to your child.

Year 7s are invited in on Thursday, 22nd and Friday 23rd

July 2021 and Year 8s are invited in on Monday, 2nd and 
Tuesday, 3rd August 2021.  Please return the reply slip on 
the letter by Wednesday, 7th July, in order to secure 
your child’s place.

SISTER ACT JR
We would like to invite you 
to the school production of 
Sister Act Jr on Wednesday 
14th or Thursday 15th July, 
at 6.00pm, in our new 
theatre - the Year 7 playground. 

Tickets are on sale now via Parent Pay at a cost of 
£3.50/£2.50 for concessions. 

We are operating at a reduced capacity so get yours before 
they sell out!

The Sister Act Team 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Before School 
(8:00-8:40am)

Y7 Y10 Y9 Y8 Y7

Break Time 
(11:10am-
11:25am)

Y8 Y7 Y10 Y9 Y8

Lunch Time 
(1:30pm-2:00pm)

Y9 Y8 Y7 Y10 Y9

LIBRARY TIMETABLE
Please fi nd below the library timetable for the summer term.

Please note that students can only use the library during 
their designated times, as we cannot safely mix year 
groups.  Homework can also be done in year group classes 
before school (it might be another class, but their year 
group) and at Prep, after school ends.
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RE
Solemnity of Saints Peter and St Paul Year B 
Week Beginning 27th June 2021:
Gospel Reading: Matthew 16: 13-19
Gospel Refl ection: Feast of St Peter and St Paul:
Peter named Jesus as the Messiah in this gospel. Later, 
Jesus named Peter as the foundation of the earthly Church 
and gave him the keys of power. Peter was to be like the 
steward of a palace, making decisions for the Church 
community. God promised to stand behind Peter’s decisions.
Sometimes it seems like an awesome responsibility, but 
children look to their parents on which they build many 
things: their trust in other people, their hope, and certainly 
their faith in God’s promises. The way our children see us 
respond to others, what they hear us say, and what they 
see us do, will shape who Jesus is in their lives.
Take this opportunity to learn more about our Pope Francis. 
Each person should understand that our Pope has followed 
Peter as leader and decision-maker for the Catholic Church. 
While all people are human and capable of error, God 
promises to be with us in our responsibilities.
Prayer
Lord our God, radiant, light giving, and almighty God 
through all the ages, be with us in our time too. Strengthen 
the grace we have received from Jesus Christ, and let it 
be known over the entire world so that your name may be 
honoured everywhere.  Amen
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B:
Week Beginning 4th July 2021:
Gospel Reading: Mark 6:1-6:
Gospel Refl ection: Jesus of Nazareth
In the time of Jesus, Nazareth was a little town in the 
hill country of Galilee. Jesus spent his childhood there, 
living with his parents Mary and Joseph. During a visit to 
Nazareth, he found that he was not welcome anymore!
Jesus said, “Let your goodness shine out like a light in the 
darkness, so that through you, the love of our heavenly 
Father will touch the lives of others.” (Matthew 5:16-17).
The words of St Paul remind us how we should live as 
brothers and sisters (Colossians 3:12-14, 23). Always 
be ready to care for others, and to be kind and gentle. 
Be patient and calm, and never boast or feel proud of 
your goodness. Just as God always forgives you, so you 
must always forgive others. Fill our hearts with love, and 
whatever you do, do it for God.
Our hearts go out to Jesus in this gospel because we 
feel his pain when his own family and friends reject him. 
The news of Jesus’ miracles and healings had by now 
spread throughout the region and when he returned to 
Nazareth to teach in the synagogue, the people there 
were unbelieving. How, they wondered, could someone 
as common as a labourer have such authority from God? 
Sadly, Jesus could not do the wondrous work of God in his 

own hometown. There are not further times recorded in 
the gospels that Jesus entered another synagogue after 
the rejection he experienced in Nazareth.
How many times do we shy away from saying what we know 
to be the truth? We may see a co-worker, a relative or friend 
making some poor decisions. Alternatively, we may witness 
injustices in our society. It is easier to turn our heads in the 
other direction and not get involved. After all, our lives are 
going fairly well and someone else’s mistakes or misfortunes 
do not really aff ect us. However, don’t they? We are 
answerable fi rst to God, but we also need to keep in mind 
that our children are watching (and will eventually imitate) 
our every move. As diffi  cult as it is, it is our responsibility to 
show them how to be strong and courageous even when our 
words and actions might be unpopular.
Prayer:
Lord, O great and almighty God, we thank you that you 
have given us the Saviour in whom we can become united 
and have peace on earth. May he, the Saviour, work 
powerfully among us? May your Spirit come into people’s 
hearts so that they learn to acknowledge you as their 
leader and their God and to rejoice in their lives, which are 
intended for eternal life? Amen
Motivational Quote:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will fi nd; 
knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks fi nds, and to him who knocks it 
will be opened.”
A God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’
“No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgement thou 
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the 
Lord, and their righteousness is of me,’ saith the Lord.” 
(Isaiah 54:17).
“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of 
God, that he may exalt you in due time.” (1st Peter 5:6).

Words of the Week
Monday - Obdurate (Adjective): Stubbornly refusing 
to change one’s opinion or course of action.
Tuesday - Avid (Adjective): Having or showing a keen 
interest in or enthusiasm for something; having an eager 
desire for.
Wednesday - Veer (Verb): Change direction suddenly.
Thursday - Semantic (Adjective): Relating to meaning 
in language or logic.
Friday - Equidistant (Adjective): At equal distances.

Idiom of the Week
‘To move the goalposts’
Meaning: to change the rules while something is in 
progress - this often makes it more diffi  cult for other people.
Examples: ‘We’d almost signed the contract when the 
other company moved the goalposts and said they 
wanted more money.’
‘The government has been accused of moving the 
goalposts regarding the easing of lockdown.’

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents 
and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s 
respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 

parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment.

cation must develop every child’s personality talent

Thought for the Week


