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We are well aware that this has been a tough time for 
some families and rest assured that we will continue 
to work in the best way that we can to mitigate the 
negative effects and ensure our pupils catch-up.

It’s always sad at this time of the year to say 
goodbye to staff who are moving on to new 
positions or new ventures further afield: Mr Bent 
(Deputy Headteacher, Secondment to Bishop 
Douglass), Miss Agostini (English/LSC), Miss Amadi 
(RE), Miss Amery (Art & Design), Ms Gyebnar 
(SEN), Mr Koullas (Music), Miss Krajciova  (D&T), 
Miss Laniyan (RE), Ms Mackay (English), Ms Morris 
(English), Miss Mukhtar (English), Ms Ortiz Torres 
(MFL), Mrs Thomas-Beniecka (Science), Mr Wyartt 
(Maths/Economics).  We thank them all for their 
contributions to St Thomas More and wish them 
every success for the future.

I hope that you and your families are able to get a 
break this year and I wish you a restful and healthy 
summer.  May I thank you for your ongoing support of 
the school which is vital to our continued success.   I 
look forward to welcoming pupils back safe and sound, 
looking smart in their uniforms in September, ready to 
develop their talents to the full.  God bless you.

Martin Tissot
Executive Headteacher

Dear Parent/Carer,

Another extraordinary school year draws to a 
close.  I’m sure you will want to echo my thanks 
to Mr Rosen and the staff for their commitment 
and dedication this year. I’m optimistic that we 
are coming to the end of significant disruption to 
our daily lives.  It is clear that Covid-19 remains a 
threat to the health of the world but our progress in 
vaccinations in the UK and in the developed world, 
should mean that we are able to resume a “normal” 
way of operating.  Certainly we are planning to 
disband the bubble-system next year and we are not 
expecting to ask pupils to wear face masks on our 
return in the autumn.  I think it is likely that children 
of the age of 12 and above will be vaccinated and 
this should help to keep everybody safe.

Our examination groups, in particular, rose to the 
challenge of remote learning and have worked 
tirelessly since their return to face to face teaching 
and I’m confident they will get the results they 
deserve.

I am delighted with the attitude and the response of 
our Year 10 group who are working consistently and 
conscientiously.  I am certain that they will rise to 
the challenge of returning to full GCSE examinations 
next year and will achieve high progress scores.  

My thanks are due to the pupils of the school 
who responded to the challenges we faced with 
enthusiasm and equanimity.  School staff quickly 
adapted to teaching online, distributed hundreds of 
laptops and kept in touch with our pupils.  We set up 
a testing centre upon their return in March and have 
managed staggered arrival, lunch and leaving times.  

The Glendalian
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Student Voice
by Ms Thomas, teacher in charge of Politics & teacher of History

Our Student Leaders

We are delighted that our Student Leaders for 
2021/2022 can be announced. On 9th July 2021, our 
new Student Leaders were commissioned into their 
new roles at our Feast Day Mass. Sandra Domingos 
Coimbra and Ioannis Kanatas will be commissioned 
as Deputy Head Girl and Deputy Head Boy. Tara 
McCarry and Daniel Tewelde will be commissioned 
as Head Girl and Head Boy. 

These students are key representatives of St Thomas 
More School, both within the school itself and our 
wider community. They are expected to be role 
models for every student and to set an example that 
all others follow. They also provide representation 
of our student body to the governing board and 
senior teachers at the school - they ensure that our 
students voices are heard and listened to. 

We have recruited some excellent students to form 
our Student Leadership Team for the year ahead, 
and will begin the next academic year with fourteen 
excellent Year 13 Prefects.

Congratulations to:
• Suria Morton
• Rhona Kiweewa
• Leyla Espinosa
• Marian McDonnell
• Beklem Kubak
• Tara McCarry
• Sandra Domingos Coimbra
• Chanel Lwanga
• Miriam Vyas
• Stefanos Chatziplis
• Jayden Malinzi
• Ioannis Kanatas
• Daniel Tewelde
• Benjamin Francis-Harewood

These students are expected to be role models to 
our younger students, and as such it is important to 
help them develop leadership qualities they can use 
as prefects, but also take with them into the future. 
Former Chief Inspector of Schools for England, Sir 
Michael Wilshaw, visited St Thomas More and delivered 
an informative training session to our prefects.

Here are the reflections of Head Girl, Tara McCarry, 
on the session:

“As a Prefect within the school, we must understand 
our role, so all Prefects took part in training so 
we have a better understanding of how we can 
implement our role throughout the school. We 
met with Sir Michael Wilshaw who was the Chief 
Inspector of Ofsted, and someone who is seen as 
a leader in education around England. He led an 
engaging talk, explaining what it means to be a 
leader and helped us gain some experience through 
the use of activities. In his talk, he explained how 
important the Prefect role is, and explained how we 
are role models to younger years and a voice for our 
peers, helping to make the school a better place. 
He explained some of the key skills that we need to 
be illustrating when being a Prefect, for example, 
inner-resilience, confidence and leadership. When 
put into a scenario by Sir Michael Wilshaw, I had to 
react and use those skills he mentioned to solve the 
problem. After being put on the spot, and after an 
informative and captivating training session and talk 
with Sir Michael Wilshaw, I now feel more prepared 
in tackling any scenario as a Prefect, and I aim to 
use those skills to be an outstanding Prefect and 
role model to all peers within the school.”

Suria Morton shows off her public speaking skills in 
Prefect Training.
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Our School Council
The Year 12 Prefects took over their role as 
chairs of these meetings from Year 13 Prefects 
in the summer term, and have approached this 
responsibility with maturity and confidence. The 
School Council has continued to focus on Covid-19, 
but also played a key role within our in-school 
London Mayoral Election, with School Council 
Representatives promoting the election within their 
form groups and ensuring an excellent turnout for 
the vote. They have also worked to put together 
questions for Father Jonathan, which you can read 
in this very issue of The Glendalian! On 3rd July, the 
School Council took part in a ‘Learn with the Lords’ 
session via Zoom, where they put their questions to 
a member of the House of Lords.

The pictures below show our School Council 
Representatives working with the prefects to devise 
their perfect school.

We asked the Prefects to share their thoughts on 
what it means to them to have such an important 
post within our school. Their thoughts were 
anonymous, but see what they had to say below:

“I feel proud to be chosen as a representative of the 
school, and being looked upon as a role model for 
younger students. Being a prefect is an important 
role within the school, so being chosen to fulfil this 
role is something to always be proud of.”
“When I was in the younger years I looked up to 
prefects, I understood the high expectations of St 
Thomas More and I viewed them as a the perfect 
student.”
“Acting as a role model gives students a chance to 
aspire to be the best version of themselves.”
“It is a privilege to help the school.”

Here are some thoughts of our School Council 
representatives:

“The meetings are a real forum for discussion. I 
think that the involvement of the older students 
(us Prefects) makes the students feel comfortable. 
Sometimes, it is better for them to hear from us 
than their teachers” Tara McCarry, Head Girl (12BK1)

“Not only does it help others, it inspires me to do 
better” Thomas Clifton (7BK2)

“I feel responsible” Nicola Grad (7BK1)

“We like to voice different opinions as a group.” 
Nataly Nikol Barba Nunez (10KL1)

“I like to get my point across and debate.
Blessing Mose Musese (10BK2)

“Your voice can be a powerful weapon.”  
Wudase Fekade (10DX2)

Remember, elections for School Council Form 
Representatives will take place in September!

The Glendalian
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Careers
by Mr Ruggiero, Careers Leader 

Year 12: Networking & CV Workshops
During the Year 12 into 13 Induction, we ran five 
sessions on UCAS and careers. The highlight was a 
Networking Workshop led by Tom Hadley (below). Tom 
was a Senior Policy Adviser at the CBI, has worked 
in Europe and America, and is now an independent 
consultant, working with the UN and WHO. He shared 
practical tips on building a personal brand online and 
relationship building, with many anecdotes from his 
varied career. This was followed by a CV workshop led 
by Jamie Fox (London Careers Cluster).

Work Experience Success
Following the launch of the STM Careers Wakelet, 
a number of students have successfully organised 
virtual work experience. Joyce Makuiza (Year 
12) has secured a prestigious placement with 
FTI Consulting (from 28th June). Over the course 
of the week, she will attend 4 workshops and 
8 inspirational talks led by FTI employees from 
all walks of life, across their different business 
segments and will work on a project with other sixth 
form and undergraduate students. 

Devin Sarfo (Year 12) has secured a placement 
at Leicester Football Club. He will hear from 
department managers and leaders across the 
business to understand all the working parts which 
go into creating a football club and understand what 
it is like to work for LCFC.

D&T Construction Site Visit
While workplace visits couldn’t go ahead as normal 
this year with Covid restrictions, sometimes we 
forget that the school itself is a workplace! Mark, 
from Horizon Construction Group, gave a tour of the 
new Teaching Block to Year 10 GCSE Design and 
Technology students and introduced them to the 
different roles available in construction.

Alumni Talks
One of our former students, Renato from the class of 
2013, returned to St Thomas More to deliver a talk 
to Year 10 students about his career journey and 
delivered a workshop to Sixth Form pupils. Renato 
studied MSc Engineering at Imperial College London, 
and completed a number of prestigious internships 
before becoming an analyst at JP Morgan. 

Investment 2020
Investment 2020 work with schools with the goal to 
help students learn about investment management. 
Geography students in Years 10-12 heard from 
Arthur Hill, an investment analyst at Cambridge 
Associates, on how investment works and socially 
responsible investing. While 31 A-level Economics 
and Business students have been enrolled on 
the ‘Work Insights Programme’, with a series of 
workshops planned in the Spring Term and a 
workplace visit. At the end of the programme, 
students have an opportunity to get a real job with 
a starting salary of £21k!

InvestIn Internships
Congratulations to our Year 11 pupils who gained 
an Internship with Investin this summer. This is a 
prestigious scheme that our ambitious Year 11 and 
12 students can apply for, in order to gain work 
experience in competitive fields. Victoria Skubik will be 
enrolling on ‘The Young Doctor’ programme, Anabela 
Henrique Santos will be shadowing a psychologist, 
whereas Beatriz Cattuzzo and Arserina Mpulusu will 
be discovering more about the world of dentistry.
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Workshops 
This term the following workshops have been delivered:
Year 8 – ‘Pathways to Success’

Year 9 – ‘Introduction to University Life’ 

Year 10 – ‘Education Choices’

Support for the Highly Able
by Ms Brightling, mentor and assistant to the ‘Highly Able’

Additional Programmes
Leadership in FOCUS
“I really enjoyed the workshop because it allowed 
me to learn new skills and make new friends. It was 
nice to be at the IntoUniversity Centre and focus on 
learning and reinforcing skills.  My favourite part of 
the workshop was the outdoors group activities as 
we got to communicate with new people and practice 
how to be good leaders.” Alizon Barba Nunez (9MC1)

‘IntoUniversity workshops are fun and helpful. They 
have helped me know what I want to choose for 
GCSEs and how to look after myself at university.  
It has helped me grow in confidence especially in 
talking to others. Working in pairs and groups makes 
me think carefully about what I say and helps me 
consider the choices I make.’’ Ross Daldy (8BK3)

Careers in FOCUS
During this workshop pupils heard from three 
different speakers working in Finance, Law and 
Script-writing.
“It is a long process to becoming a solicitor and 
there are various routes into this career including 
schemes for school leavers. It involves teamwork, 
and support from colleagues really helps. It is 
interesting meeting different clients and helping 
people serving their rights.” Abenezer Dereje (9BK1)

“I really enjoyed the IU workshop. It was fun, 
especially the business tasks we completed. We 
were able to learn about running a business and all 
that is involved. It helped us prepare for the future. 
I hope I can attend more programmes like this.”
Prince De Castro Figueira (9BK2)

“My favourite part of the programme was when we 
were working as a group with other people in our 
team. Many people had great strategies for us to 
work with. This boosted our confidence as it worked 
well. It enabled us to better understand what we 
want to study at university and jobs we may be 
interested in for the future. We improved our skills 
of talking to each other and this will be useful when 
preparing for interviews or drama performances.”
Lauretta Kasobya (9BK3)

Business in FOCUS

The Glendalian
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“We had a very engaging programme with interesting 
speakers. I particularly enjoyed the first speaker who 
was a BBC news reporter who had met the boxer 
Mohammed Ali. The food was good. They provided 
us with a barbecue outside.” Calvin Shetty (10MC1)

“The campus was BIG, like a city! We saw students 
as they comfortably went about their business 
living in their university community. The students 
reassured us about our worries concerning loans. 
They explained that you only pay back the loan 
if you earn over a certain amount. I was very 
impressed with the Covid safety measures they had 
put in place for us during our visit. It inspired me 
to raise some points in our school council meeting. 
We were given masks, sanitiser and gloves and 
strictly followed a one-way walking system to keep 
us safe. We remained in our school ‘bubble’ which 
meant we were not able to mix with pupils from the 
other schools but hopefully we will be able to do so 
eventually.”  Kimberly Mombley (10MC1)

On a hot Saturday in June the Year 10 group were at 
last able to visit the Brunel University campus for the 
first time.  Their monthly Saturday programme has been 
virtual due to Covid so this was an exciting change. Year 
9 pupils were also able to enjoy a campus visit this term.
“The first speaker was brilliant. He read his audience 
well and got us on our feet and moving when he 
sensed we were getting fidgety. He told wonderful 
stories of his experiences. The second speaker was 
not as engaging although the topic of ‘Mindset and 
wellbeing’ was interesting.” Rebecca Aseke (10MC1)

“Becoming a solicitor involves taking a lot of exams 
and you need to respect other people and show 
empathy. Script writing requires creativity and 
persistence.” Prince De Castro Figueira (9BK2)
“A career in Finance needs good communication 
skills and mathematical ability. It is very culturally 
diverse and can enables you to travel to different 
countries. To be a Script-writer you need a passion 
for writing, a love of stories and imagination. No 
two days are the same. It involves working alone 
and with people and working hours are flexible.” 
Ailisa Murray (9MC1)
“I learnt that good communication, clear writing, 
self-discipline and attention to details are three 
important skills for a Legal Aid Solicitor.” 
Gideon Achaiw 9DX1
“Being a Legal Aid Solicitor is rewarding as you 
get to help others who may not be able to help 
themselves.” Brinnel Bogues Robotham (9BK3)
“I am interested in a career in Midwifery or Law. 
Skills I would need for these careers include good 
communication, confidence and respect for other 
people.” Esther Osei Owusu (9KL1)
“I would like to find a job involving Business 
or Psychology involving skills such as good 
communication, teamwork, organisation and being a 
good listener.” Leoni Efite (9DX1)

Brunel Urban Scholars Programme

Year 9 ‘Urban Scholars’
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University of Sussex Access Programme
The Sussex Access Programme which has been 
running this year is a Post-16 online programme 
supporting learners to navigate their understanding, 
access, and possible transition to higher education.

“I have taken part in six of the sessions this year 
on both general and subject-specific topics such 
as accommodation at university and Psychology. 
I particularly enjoyed finding out about Clinical 
Psychology concerning mental health. It has made 
me even more determined to study Psychology at 
university with the idea of becoming a Psychologist.”
Naisha Gaynes (12BK2)

Sussex Post-16 Summer School
This summer the University of Sussex will be running 
their brand new summer Post-16 programme as 
part of the Sussex Access Programme. The series 
of events will include 4 sessions delivered over the 
course of two weeks. Students will focus on one 
academic subject for the duration, starting with 
three online academic sessions, and culminating in 
an in-person event, which will take place at their 
beautiful campus in Falmer, East Sussex.  

The campus visit will give students a real taster of 
student life. They will have the chance to explore 
the campus and facilities, including a final session 
with their academic group, and will also experience a 
mini lecture on a fun topic. There will be a focus on 
social aspects of university life, which so many have 
been unable to experience in the past year, including 
breakfast and lunch in the campus eatery, a fun 
quiz event at the Student Union and a networking 
activity with the student ambassadors. During the 
programme students will work independently on 
an academic assignment, which they will submit 
and receive feedback on from their academic at 
the end of the event. As ever, the brilliant team 
of student ambassadors will be present at every 
session, sharing their lived student experiences and 
answering any questions that students may have. 

Pupil Successes
Nicholas Clark-Cuenco 

Yasmin Young-Clarke

Congratulations to Nicholas 
Clark-Cuenco (9BK1) for 
winning the London FA’s Rising 
Star Award last year (2020), 
for his charity work through 
football. 
After waiting patiently for over 
a year due to the pandemic, 
he was finally presented with 

his Award by London Football Association CEO Paul 
Bickerton at St. Paul’s Sports Ground in South London.

Congratulations to Yasmin 
Young-Clarke (10MC2). 
Yasmin has been selected for 
the AP Saints National U16 
Netball Squad.  She started 
playing for AP Saints in 2019 
and was selected for Pulse 
Netball Team in 2020.

Yasmin is a Young Volunteer for England Netball. 
She creates programmes to raise money charities. 
Yasmin organised a mental health workshop 
during lockdown for netball players.

Shakil Nicolaou
Shakil has been a pivotal player 
this season for Tottenham’s 
Youth Academy. His skill-set has 
granted him the opportunity 
to represent the U13 and 
U14 teams. His imperative 
contribution has assisted 
Tottenham’s Youth Academy to 
receive a number of accolades. 

This included during their last tour in Holland where 
Shakil received the Player of the Tournament Award 
and scored in the final against Genk.  

Shakil has been the top scorer for the U13s and U14s 
for the past two years and has demonstrated his 
versatility by playing in numerous positions. His hard 
work has been very evident as he is moving towards 
receiving a scholarship at the club. His recent gold 
medal and Player of The Tournament Award for 
St Thomas More School in the Haringey 7-a-side 
football tournament is testament to the effort he 
has put in this year. Above all, Shakil has signed 
a sponsorship contract with Nike this year after 
receiving several offers from other major brands.

The Glendalian
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The Access Project
by Ms Nolan, Senior University Access Officer 

Weekly Online Tutorials
Students on The Access Project have continued 
to receive 1:1 tuition for an hour a week in their 
chosen subject. Tutorial attendance has been 
excellent from students at St Thomas More, and 
has actually increased even more since tuition was 
moved online due to the pandemic. This tuition has 
proved to be particularly beneficial for exam year 
students who recently sat their final assessments 
in school: sessions with their tutors have been an 
invaluable revision resource and provided them 
with targeted and individual support. In our recent 
student survey, students commented on how much 
this tuition has helped them: 
“The most valuable part of my online tutorials is going 
over exam style questions. I struggle to put knowledge 
into a structured paragraph but with the help of my 
tutor I feel like I’ve improved.” Aecy Asemota (12MC2)
“Many misconceptions I had made in school 
were cleared during the tutoring sessions. I like 
that my tutor links certain topics to increase my 
understanding of how they work in real life.” Meena 
Chiu (10BK1)

Mentoring
I have continued to hold 1:1 mentor sessions in 
school with students. This has included meeting 
individually with Year 12 students to discuss their 
university and course choices and helping them 
to find enrichment opportunities that will enhance 
their personal statements. These students will also 
have a second meeting with me this term where I 
will read over their personal statement first drafts 
and give them specialised feedback. Students will 
be encouraged to work on redrafting their personal 
statements over the summer so that they can make 
competitive applications to top universities in Year 13. 
I have also met individually with Year 10 students in 
order to set academic goals with them and to ensure 
they are prepared for the step up to Year 11. The 
students have been encouraged to engage with wider 
reading outside of the curriculum through a reading 
challenge - a special mention goes to Pearl Fakah 
in Year 10 for the excellent essay she produced. I 
am also currently conducting online meetings with 
Year 13 students to create results day plans so that 
students are prepared for different scenarios.

The Access Project has continued to offer support to students in Years 10 to 13 in order to help them to access 
top universities. As students returned to school after the lockdown, weekly tutorials and in school mentoring 
sessions and workshops have continued. Students also receive a termly newsletter with work experience and 
enrichment opportunities for them to get involved in. I’m pleased to say that 100% of our Year 13 students have 
also signed up to be a part of our Alumni programme, which provides them with extra support at university.

“It makes me feel great to be part of a community 
which helps students aim for higher goals and 
achievements such as going to prestigious 
universities.” John Caidic (11DX1)

Workshops 
Workshops this term have included a Year 10 
session that looked at different university pathways 
and the link between GCSE grades, A-level grades 
and options for degree choices. Students learnt 
about the careers available through studying a 
range of different degrees and how decisions and 
actions they take now could affect the path they 
can take in the future. I have also conducted a 
workshop with Year 12 students, with information 
on how to write a personal statement, including 
tips from admissions tutors at selective universities. 
Year 12 students created plans for their personal 
statement in this workshop and have been 
encouraged to start thinking about their first draft. 

Year 12 Virtual University Trips

Whilst it hasn’t been possible for Year 12 students 
to visit a university in person, The University of 
Sussex conducted a virtual trip session on Zoom 
for Access Project students. The session allowed 
students to find out more about studying at a 
selective university, as well as having the chance to 
experience two taster lectures in subjects related to 
the degree they would like to study. 
For the first time, The Access Project also decided to 
collaborate with University College London to create 
a virtual trip for parents and carers of students 
in Year 11 and Year 12 too. The session involved 
vital information about the timeline of applying to 
university, as well as information on student finance 
and student support and wellbeing at university. The 
session was a great success, with feedback from 
parents being overwhelmingly positive.
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Religious Education Department
by Mrs Henry, Head of RE

The time had come for Jesus to say goodbye to his 
friends and to return to his Father in Heaven. They 
had work to do when he was gone, but through the 
Holy Spirit, they would never feel afraid or alone.
Jesus knew that it was time for him to be with his 
Father in Heaven again. He had done everything 
that his Father had wanted him to do. The disciples 
were filled with great sadness because they knew 
that they would not see Jesus again in this world, 
and they felt alone and afraid.
Jesus knew how sad and afraid his friends would 
feel, but he told them he would be with them 
always. He would be with them through the power 
of the Holy Spirit and through the sharing of bread 
and wine at the Eucharistic meal. Jesus promised to 
be with his disciples always, and in the same way, 
he shares himself with us through the Holy Spirit 
and our sharing in the Eucharist.
Just before His ascension, Jesus commanded His 
disciples to “Go into the whole world and proclaim 
the gospel to every creature.” This statement 
is known as the Great Commission, recorded in 
(Matthew 28:18-20). His exhortation applies to us 
today just as much as it did to the original disciples. 
Jesus calls us to spread the gospel to everyone. In 
fact, at the end of every Mass we are asked to bring 
Jesus to the world. Recalling one version of the 

dismissal at Mass: “Go and announce the Gospel of 
the Lord” or, another more common version, “Go in 
peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.” Yet, we cannot 
give away what we do not have. What then is ‘the 
gospel’ that we are to proclaim? The word ‘gospel’ 
means ‘good news’. What is the good news? Simply 
put, it is Jesus Himself. Jesus is God in the flesh. God 
became man in order to bring about salvation from 
sin. All that Jesus did and taught was good news.
However, even more so, the death and resurrection 
of Jesus are the center of the gospel. Without 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, the rest would be 
meaningless. He died to take all our sins to the 
grave and He rose to bring us new life and prove 
victorious over sin and death. As a result, we can 
have salvation from our sins and communion with 
God. Now that is good news and it is worth sharing! 
Whom will you share it with this week? Jesus calls 
us to be His witnesses to the world by spreading 
the gospel. The Holy Spirit gives us everything we 
need to succeed. Look for opportunities this week 
to share about Jesus with people in your spheres 
of influence and ask the Holy Spirit to guide you in 
those moments.

Prayer
Lord Jesus, help us to remember that you are with us 
always and we need never be afraid. Help us to go out 
and do your work in this world until we see you again, 
when you come back to us at the end of time.  Amen.

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Week Beginning 16th May 2021
Reading John 17: 11-19
Gospel Reading: Keep us in your eye
Looking up to Heaven Jesus said: “Father, now I 
must return to you and leave these friends behind. I 
have shared your Word with them and watched their 
faith in you grow, when many others chose to doubt. 
I have watched over them and kept them safe from 

Due to the pandemic last year and again this year, 
we were unable to come together as a school to 
celebrate the day of obligation, ‘The Ascension of 
the Lord’, with priests coming in to say Mass. On 
the 13th May however, the whole school was able 
to watch the live stream mass for ‘The Ascension 
of the Lord’.  A few of our students and one of our 
SLT staff went to St Paul’s Catholic Church to say 
Mass, with Bishop John Sherrington presiding over 
the Mass.  It was very reverend, prayerful, and 
reflective and enjoyed by the students and staff.

The Ascension of the Lord:
Gospel Reading Mark 16: 15-20:
Gospel Reflection: 13th May 2021

The Glendalian



11

The Glendalian

danger and those who wish them harm. Now I am 
sending them out into the world, and I ask you to 
watch over them always and keep them in your care.”

Gospel Reflection
On Thursday, 20th May, we remembered the day 
when Jesus returned to his heavenly Father after 
saying goodbye to his apostles. Before leaving 
them, he prayed to his father and asked him to 
always keep them in his care. I will remain in the 
world no longer, but they are still in the world, and 
I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by 
the power of your name, the name you gave me, so 
that they may be one as we are one. While I was 
with them, I protected them and kept them safe by 
that name you gave me. None has been lost except 
the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled.
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things 
while I am still in the world, so that they may have 
the full measure of my joy within them. I have given 
them your word and the world has hated them, for 
they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world. My prayer is not that you take them out of 
the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As 
you sent me into the world, I have sent them into 
the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too 
may be truly sanctified.”

Gospel Reading: John 15:26-27,16:12-15
The Spirit of truth will lead you to the 
complete truth
Pentecost Reflection:  23rd May 2021
Fifty days ago, we celebrated the Resurrection of 
Jesus at Easter. Some were lucky and privileged 
to have been able to go to church for the Easter 
liturgies. Sadly some of us were still unable to go to 
church because of shielding, social restrictions and 
because churches in some places were still closed. 
Many took part in the liturgies in their homes as 
they watched them on line. I hope that we each 
took part in our own way and gave the best we 
could, given that we are still living with Covid 19.
Sunday 23rd May, marks the end of the Easter Season 
but it ends with the life-giving outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit over our world, the church and on each of us 
personally. Before his Ascension, Jesus promised 
his followers that he would send them a Helper, an 
Advocate, namely the Holy Spirit to encourage and 
strengthen them. This is not something that just 
happened in the past a long time ago. This dramatic 
and powerful outpouring of Christ’s new life is 
happening today, here and now. Today, you and I are 
personally filled with and anointed with the life-giving 

and encouraging Holy Spirit.
After more than two thousand years, we perhaps 
look back at the first followers of Jesus as being 
great leaders. Initially they were not! They were not 
strong, confident, courageous or even very faithful. 
They betrayed Jesus. Peter denied him and the 
rest of them deserted him when he needed them 
the most. After his death, they all doubted and hid 
themselves away out of fear because the Jewish 
and Roman authorities were looking for them. They 
had lost all heart and hope. 
Then the strangest thing happens to them. The 
house shakes with the sound of wind and the sight 
of fire. These frightened followers of Jesus are 
transformed from within. Through the Holy Spirit, 
they are given new hope, new heart and new 
purpose. Their fear is silenced and replaced with 
courage and conviction. They leave the room in 
which they were hiding and go into the streets to 
proclaim the good news about Jesus. They become 
new people with a new message. At this very 
moment the missionary church is born.
We are no different from the first followers of 
Jesus; we too have been given the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. When we were baptised and celebrated our 
Confirmation, we too were anointed with the oil of 
Chrism and filled with Holy Spirit. God says to us 
today and every day; ‘You are my servant, whom 
I strengthen, with whom I am pleased, I have 
filled you with my Spirit.’ God continues to call 
and fill us with the same Spirit that the first followers 
of Jesus experienced. We are sent out just as they 
were. Today we are called to be open to the Holy 
Spirit; today we too are called to be transformed so 
that we can live and share our faith with courage and 
conviction. Today it is our privilege and responsibility 
to proclaim the good news about Jesus.
There is nothing mild, gentle or polite about the 
Holy Spirit or Pentecost; it is a wild and radical 
experience that both encourages and challenges 
us. Saint Oscar Romero who was murdered while 
bishop of El Salvador in 1980 said, “The Spirit 
makes all things new, we are the ones who 
grow old and want to keep everything to our 
aged way of doing things; the Spirit is never 
old, the Spirit is always young.” (17 Dec. 1978).
Today, may each of us be open to experiencing the 
transforming power of the Holy Spirit in our daily lives. 
May we be renewed and refreshed with the power 
of the risen Lord so that in the words of Pope Francis 
“we may, go out again and again without 
hesitation, without fear to proclaim the joy of 
the good news which is for all people.”
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, 
and fear of the Lord.
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Prayer
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Come, Lord, and take 
over my life, you are true love, love divine, flowing 
and glowing, brightness in my darkness, power 
in my weakness, peace in my troubled life. What 
beauty and purity, sweet fragrance and harmony, 
what splendour and wonder, such joy and glory 
Lord. You are so brilliant and illuming, so caring and 
comforting, so gentle and renewing, so patient and 
liberating, so motherly and wise. You are true love, 
divine Lord, come and take possession of my soul. 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. Amen.

The God Who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled 
the whole house where they were sitting. They saw 
what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and 
came to rest on each of them. (Act 2:1).

Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi) Year B
Week Beginning 31st May 2021:
3rd June 2021
Gospel Reading Mark 14:12-16, 22-26
Gospel Reflection: The Body and 
Blood of Christ
What would happen if we had no food or anything 
to drink? Together they keep us alive, and without 
their life-giving nourishment, we would die. Jesus 
is the ‘bread of life’ who shares himself with us in a 
special way during the Mass.
Jesus and his disciples had gathered to celebrate 
the Passover meal together. While they were eating, 

Jesus took some bread, gave thanks to his heavenly 
Father, broke the bread, and gave a piece to each of 
his disciples, saying, “Take this and eat it, this is my 
body.” Then he took a cup of wine. Again he praised 
his Father, and passed it to each of his disciples 
saying, “Take this and drink it, this is my blood, 
poured out for you. Do this in memory of me.”
Mark describes for his community the words and 
actions of Jesus at the Last Supper. Scholars believe 
that the words are more an attempt on Mark’s part 
to help his early Christian community understand 
the Eucharist, than they are the actual words 
spoken by Jesus. Still they help us understand that 
Jesus was leaving the physical company of the 
apostles, and he gave them a way of remembering 
him through bread and wine, his body and blood.  
Another special event in the Liturgical Calendar, 
Sunday 14th June, was the feast of Corpus Christi, 
the real presence of Christ in the Eucharist. Saint 
John Paul 11 wrote, “The Eucharist...is the most 
precious possession which the Church can have in 
her journey through history.” He did not say that the 
Eucharist is the greatest gift that Christ has in fact 
given us, but that it is the greatest gift that He can 
give the Church during her earthly pilgrimage. Why 
is that? Because in the Eucharist, Christ is giving us 
Himself, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity as a gift. God 
cannot give us anything better than His own self can. 
While it will be a little longer before public Masses 
are fully celebrated, at least we can now attend a 
short mass or watch it live stream. For Catholics this 
has an added importance because in the Tabernacle 
is the real presence of Christ.
When we come to Church, we adore Christ in the 
Tabernacle. The great nineteenth century French 
Saint, St John Vianney, noticed an old man who 
would come every day to the Church and just 
sit and gaze at Jesus’ hidden presence in the 
Tabernacle. One day he asked him what he did 
during his prayer time in Church. He replied, “I look 
at Him, and He looks at me”. When we partake 
in Eucharistic adoration, we are looking at Jesus, 
looking at us with love.

Prayer
Dear Father in heaven, we thank you for all your 
goodness and for the peace, you give us. Unite us 
as your people, we pray. Unite us as one people 
with all your children who have ever lived, as one 
people with all who want to serve you. The more 
faithfully and joyfully we are your people, the more 
blessing you can give. Let the material world come 
under your hand. Guide your children on earth. Lead 
us in such a way that others may be helped. When 
we suffer, grant us strength and understanding of 
your will. Protect us today and always. Amen.

The Glendalian
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Feast Day: Friday 11th June 2021 
The Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
The Sacred Heart of Jesus is a devotion with long 
and historic prominence within Christianity, and in 
modern times has been established as a Solemnity 
for the universal Church. The Solemnity was first 
celebrated in France. The local bishop at the behest 
of St John Eudes, who celebrated the Mass on August 
31, 1670, approved the liturgy. The celebration was 
quickly adopted in other places in France. In 1856, 
Pope Pius IX established the Feast of the Sacred 
Heart as obligatory for the whole Church.

Feast Day: Saturday 12th June 2021
The Immaculate Heart of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary
This is a devotional name used to refer to the Catholic 
view of the interior life of Mary, mother of Jesus, her 
joys and sorrows, her virtues and hidden perfections, 
and, above all, her virginal love for God the Father, 
her maternal love for her son Jesus Christ, and her 
motherly and compassionate love for all mankind.
Traditionally, the immaculate heart is depicted 
pierced with seven wounds or swords, in homage to 
the seven sorrows of Mary and roses, usually red or 
white, wrapped around her heart.

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist Year B
Week Beginning 20th June 2021
Thursday 24th June 2021
Gospel Reading Luke 1: 57-66-80
St John the Baptist
Earlier in Luke’s gospel, we learn that Elizabeth 
and Zechariah are elderly, but miraculously are 
expecting a baby. When an angel tells Zechariah 
that he will have a son, Zechariah questions how 
that can be. Because he questioned the angel, 
he was silenced until the baby was born. Today’s 
gospel begins with John’s birth. Elizabeth’s 
neighbours ask her what she plans to name the 
baby. Since the angel had instructed them to, they 
planned to name their baby, John. The name John 
means Yahweh has shown favour. The people were 
amazed by this because it was customary to name 
a baby after his father. They turned to Zechariah to 
confirm Elizabeth’s unusual answer. On a table, he 
wrote that the boy’s name would be John. At that 
moment, Zechariah was once again able to speak, 
and the first thing he did was praise God.
The destinies of John and Jesus are closely linked. 
John will eventually go about proclaiming the 
coming of Jesus, the messiah. The message John 
proclaims is the Good News of Jesus. Like John, 
we are all called to tell others about Jesus’ saving 
power. Help one another recognise the way each 

person shows God’s love to others. It might be 
actions, words or prayers.

Prayer
We dedicate ourselves to you, the holy, just, 
righteous, and merciful God. Grant that we may be 
your children, led and guided by you every day. Turn 
our hearts to you so that you can make us more 
and more as you want us to be. Turn our hearts to 
you until your goal of atonement and redemption is 
reached through the quiet working of your almighty 
power.  Amen.

A Redeemed World? 
by Father Chris Connor
A little while ago, one of the pupils asked a teacher 
at a non- Christian school “Sir, Christians believe 
that we live in a redeemed world. What do you 
think?” The teacher paused for a few seconds 
and then went to the window of the classroom. 
He opened the window, put his head through and 
looked right and then left. He then returned to 
his desk and said, “It doesn’t look like it does it?” 
Given the state of the world over 2,000 years after 
Christ, one can have a certain sympathy with his 
viewpoint. We believe that through His death and 
resurrection He has definitively triumphed over evil 
and redeemed the world. Yet suffering and evil 
continue unabated.
What difference has Christ made? Father Raniero 
Cantalamessa OfmCap, the preacher to the papal 
household, wrote of redemption in these words, “In 
the colour spectrum there is an area close to the 
red which cannot be seen by the naked eye. These 
infrared rays make it possible to grasp different 
aspects of our planet, things which otherwise would 
be unknown to us. The picture that emerges is quite 
different from that of ordinary experience. 
The same thing happens where the invisible world is 
concerned. There is an aspect of reality, the aspect 
that cannot be seen with the naked eye but only in 
the light of divine revelation. Human beings, even 
if learned and wise cannot even suspect it. It is the 
Easter picture of the world that emerges from the 
death and resurrection of Christ; it is the world as 
God sees it. It does not merely show another aspect 
of reality but shows everything in a new light.”
The Covid-19 pandemic is a testing time for all of 
us, but it offers an opportunity for a deeper trust 
and hope in God. Ultimately, everything is in God’s 
hands and through the death and resurrection of 
Christ, the victory has already been won. In the 
words of Samwise Gamgee, one of the hobbits in 
the profoundly Christian epic the Lord of the Rings, 
“Above the shadows rides the Sun”.
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Retreats
Retreats enable pupils to take a step back from 
life and organise priorities. The RE Department are 
doing our best to try to have a couple of retreat 
days for Year 7 students before the end of the 
school year. I hope that we should be back to some 
sort of normality in the next school year.

CAFOD Young Leadership 
Programme 2021-2022
CAFOD Young Leadership programme started three 
years ago and this year it will begin again at the 
beginning of the new academic school year. The 
programme involves sixth forms from various school 
communities across the Westminster Diocese.  
Five of our Year 12 students will enroll on the 
programme for September. The programme consist 
of three training days throughout the year, followed 
by a national celebration day in London at the end 
of the academic year. 

Gospel Reading and Reflection:
Matthew Chapter 16: Verses 13-19:
Solemnity of Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul Apostles
Feast of St Peter and St Paul: 29th June 2021
History of St. Peter and St. Paul Day
Solemnity of Saint Peter and Saint Paul; we 
normally have several masses in school to celebrate 
this joyous occasion but, because of the pandemic, 
it was not possible.
Peter was the leader of the apostles and the 
first pope. Paul was born Saul, but converted to 
Christianity on the road to Damascus. They had 
been imprisoned in the infamous Mamertine Prison 
of Rome and both had foreseen their approaching 
death. It is said that they were martyred at the 
command of Emperor Nero. Even though they were 
killed on the same day, their method of execution 
would have differed.
Saint Peter was crucified, whereas Saint Paul 
would have been beheaded with a sword, as 
he was a Roman citizen and afforded a quicker 
execution. It is said of Peter that he was crucified 
head downward as he did not feel worthy of being 
crucified in the same way as Jesus.
On 29th June, coastal and island communities may 
decorate their boats and wharves to give praise to 
St. Peter, who was the patron saint of fishermen.  
St. Paul was known for his handcraft.
This is probably one of the oldest feast days 
celebrated in the Christian calendar. In 2010, 
images of Peter and Paul were found on the wall of 
catacombs dating back to the 4th century AD.
The feast of St Peter and St Paul is known as a 

‘Solemnity’. For Catholics, this means they can eat 
meat on the day, even if it falls on Friday when 
normally fish would be eaten. 

What is the big deal about today?
Today’s Gospel gives a hint about what is special 
about today. Peter tells Jesus that He is the Messiah, 
the Son of the living God, and Jesus responds by 
calling Peter the “rock” on which He will build His 
Church. Remember that Jesus made it clear to Peter 
when he gave him his answer. He got it from “my 
heavenly Father.” In other words, God revealed 
Himself to Peter.
We celebrate Saints Peter and Paul together because 
they are both important figures in the early Church, 
who were just as sinful as the next person was. Yet 
God found a way to reveal Himself to both Peter and 
Paul and used them to build up His Church.
Peter and Paul both died as martyrs in Rome, 
around 63 AD: Peter by crucifixion and Paul, as a 
Roman citizen, by beheading with a sword.  Both 
saints’ bodies are buried under Basilicas in Rome, 
and they are considered patron saints of the city, so 
on this day the Romans really celebrate.
“I have read where they would start the night before; 
artists would create beautiful street art depicting 
saints using things like flowers and coloured sand on 
the street leading up to St. Peter’s Basilica. In the 
evening, there is a music performance and fireworks 
in the Piazza di Santa Maria del Popolo.” (St Peter 
and St Paul Encyclopaedia).
I believe that God can call sinners like you, me, Peter 
and Paul to do great things for His Church. Moreover, 
celebrate that no matter what turmoil or crisis our 
Church may face or what is happening in the world, 
“the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail 
against it.” By asking God to reveal himself to us 
mere mortals, he will help us to turn from our sinful 
ways so that we too can do great things for his Holy 
Church and for the world. Happy Feast Day everyone.  

Masses
End of examination Mass for Year 13 was held in the 
school this year and was presided over by Father 
Fortunatus. Although somewhat different, it was a 
moving and spiritual mass enjoyed by everyone.
Sadly, it was not possible to have the Year 11 end 
of examination Mass but we wish them well in their 
next adventure.

The Glendalian
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Business Department
by Mr Borley, Head of Business & Economics

Year 12 meet the City
 “Financial literacy is like reading and writing. 
It is an essential skill for the 21st century.” 
Did you know that trade is as old as language?  That 
money is as old as mathematics?  Some historians 
believe that we developed better language and 
better maths, thousands of years ago, precisely in 
order to exchange goods and services. 

A class of Sixth-Formers studying for the Certificate in 
Financial Education (‘CeFE’), had a video conference 
call recently with the London Institute of Banking 
& Finance (‘LIBF’). The session was arranged to 
discuss career paths, apprenticeships, employment 
opportunities, further education and higher 
education. The LIBF is 140 years old and provides 
industry leading education and thought leadership. 

Mr Scott Mowbury, Financial Capability Manager at 
the LIBF, presented to our Year 12 class and held a 
Q&A session with students; Anna Ellis, Kevin Wu, 
Arnold Efite, Kevin Galeano Corrales and Orestis 
Bali.  Mr Mowbury emphasised the importance of a 
rounded education, including English and Maths, and 
outlined the opportunities that CeFE can open up, for 
example in the new digital and circular economies, 
combatting cyber-crime and even fraud investigation. 

The CeFE qualification is unique, practical and 
rigorous. The syllabus covers the financial system, 
the economy, budgeting, debt management, 
exchange rates, taxation, business cycles, interest 
rates, entrepreneurship and global trade. In addition, 
the course emphasises citizenship, the rule of 
law and social responsibilities. It is an impressive 
addition to any CV and academic record. With an 
Ofqual accreditation at Level 2, it is equivalent to 
GCSE (grades 9 to 4, or A to C). 

Here’s what our students think:

“I’ve enjoyed this course. I can see the real world 
through a financial view now, and the everyday 
decisions we make.  It will help me as I progress 
through further studies, employment and my life in 
general”  Anna Ellis (12MC2)

“This qualification has given me a chance to look 
at the serious side of responsibilities, for budgeting 
and living within our means, and to make sense 
of business. I’ve learnt about debt and managing 
finances, and that will be useful to me”   
Orestis Bali (12MC2) 

More information about the LIBF can be found at:  
https://www.libf.ac.uk/

Mr Neophytou, Maths and Business Teacher

A Visit from JP Morgan
We were delighted to welcome ex-pupil Renato 
Agyemang Duah back to St. Thomas More Catholic 
School. Renato has excelled to become an analyst 
at the giant investment banking firm J.P. Morgan. 
He delivered a workshop to the current AS Business 
and Economics students, who were delighted to be 
given an insight into the corporate world. Renato 
discussed a variety of different topics, from his daily 
routine, to advice on potential career pathways future 
students could follow. He was keen to tackle any 
misconceptions and ensure that our pupils were not 
deterred from achieving any ambitions they may have 
of working in this sector. Renato will also be returning 
to our Careers Fair next February, to continue to 
inform and inspire others to follow in his footsteps.
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English Department
by Miss Daniels, Second in English

Despite a challenging year, we are so proud of all our students who have demonstrated resilience and an 
incredible willingness to keep learning and progressing. Students in all year groups have produced brilliant 
work this year, and we have continued to participate in lots of extra-curricular opportunities.

We are thrilled and proud 
that three of our students 
won 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 
for the annual Knights 
of St Columbia essay 
competition for 14 to 18 year 
olds. This year, the theme was: 
How has Covid-10 affected our health, our 
families, and our communities? 

1st place  
James Palmer (10DX1), prize £20.00.

2nd place 
Daniel Tavares (11MC2), prize £15.00.

3rd place
Kalyss Bouyen (11MC2), prize £10.00.

Knights of St Columbia 
Essay Competition

National Writing Day
We celebrated National Writing Day on 23rd June by 
creating a writing wall. Students in Year 7 took part 
in the national ‘#Fillthebox challenge’ in which they 
wrote a story, poem or letter of connection in a post-
it note box. Here is a selection from our writing wall:

The Punctuation Show
As we go to print, we are 
excited to welcome back 
‘The Punctuation Show’! A 
combination of rock concert, 
comedy show and grammar 
lesson, this is a fun event for 
the whole of Year 7, which will 
revise and boost key punctuation skills. We will report 
more on this in the Autumn edition of The Glendalian.

Jack Petchey’s Speak Out Challenge
We are delighted to welcome the Jack Petchey’s Speak Out 
ambassadors for our annual workshops for the whole of Year 10, in the final few weeks of term. Students 
will craft speeches and deliver them with a view to competing at regional and national level. This is a 
fantastic way for students to develop their confidence and public speaking skills, and have their say on 
matters that are important to them. We are also delighted to be hosting the regional competition at St 
Thomas More School in 2021/22, and we look forward to that.

The Glendalian
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Literacy
by Miss Daniels, Literacy Co-ordinator

National Reading Champions Quiz
Eight enthusiastic Year 7 readers competed in the 
National Reading Champions Quiz in May, after 
reigning in the first round in school. They worked 
brilliantly as a team and demonstrated brilliant 
knowledge and passion for reading. Congratulations 
to all involved for representing the school so well. 
All students were awarded certificates and prizes.

Black Quill
Five of our students are currently taking part in a 
community project, ‘Black Quill: A Celebration of 
Black Voices Living in Haringey’. Kieron Rennie, the 
organiser of the project, is excitedly working with 
our students on this, so that we, as a school, can 
contribute to this community collaboration. Students 
will take part in two poetry workshops, exploring 
themes around the Black British experience, and 
from this the community poem will be created.

Idiom of the Week Writing Competition
All year, students have been learning a new idiom 
every week. To coincide with National Writing Day, 
students entered a writing competition inspired 
by an idiom of their choice. We received lots of 
entries and it was a real pleasure to read students’ 
imaginative pieces. The winners are... 🏆

1st place 
Thomas Clifton, Year 7, winner of a £20 Amazon 
voucher.

2nd place 
Delia Sanz Borbely, Year 8.

3rd place 
Divine Omolade, Year 10.

Book Clubs
All year, students have enjoyed lunchtime reading 
clubs. Our Year 9 Song of Achilles book club have 
even enjoyed an ‘Ancient Greek feast’ with their 
reading!

Popular fiction and non-fiction books are now 
available in the E-praise shop.

The Spelling Bee
Our much loved spelling bee competition will take 
place in the coming weeks for students in KS3. We 
are very much looking forward to celebrating our 
top spellers, and to watching teachers face their 
own spelling hurdles! We look forward to sharing 
the winners with you in the Autumn edition of the 
Glendalian.
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Science Week 2021!

On Friday 11th June, students from 
Year 7 were treated to an exciting and 
engaging display of a variety of animals 
from across the world. From a Mexican 

redknee tarantula to an African Ball 
Python, the students were captivated by 
the fascinating facts and asked the most 

stimulating questions. Students were 
delighted to have the opportunity to have 
some hands-on experience with nearly all 

of the animals.

“I thoroughly enjoyed the bird show that was 
showcased for Year 9. It gave me an insight of 
the beautiful world outside of school and how we 
should show appreciation for the beauty of nature. 
My favourite was the eagle, however all of it was 
amazing.” Mina Pham (9BK3)

“During Science Week I enjoyed when we got to see 
the birds and learn how fast they are. It was fun 
touching the insects and animals and I also enjoyed 
it when we learned about their natural habitats.”
Matheo Quilliec (7KL1)

Over the course of two days, KS3 students 
were invited to an enthralling aerial display 
from a diverse range of birds. They were 

introduced to an American bald eagle with a 
history in Hollywood and witnessed the silent 

flight of a barn owl to name a few. As the 
students were astonished by these magnificent 
creatures, they were simultaneous educated 

about the birds and the environmental factors 
currently affecting their lifestyles and habitats. 

“During Science Week I enjoyed the petting zoo 
because I was able to see animals that I wouldn’t 
normally be able to see. I loved how I was able to 
learn about their habitats and interesting facts. We 
saw a frog, chicken, tarantula and millipede and we 
were even allowed to touch them.”  
Samah Wahr 7KL1

by Miss Thompson, teacher of Science

The Glendalian
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“Science Week was an amazing experience 
as I actually was faced by my biggest fear. 
Spiders! The bird show was an interesting 
show because in the end the bird 
disobeyed the owner. Thank you to the 
Science team!” Lamek Berhe (7KL1)

“The bird show was an amazing experience. We were told 
fascinating facts about each bird, which was exciting to learn, 
and each bird was a different size. The owl was my favourite, 
it flew so gracefully and the feathers were one of a kind.” 
Jaylen Telfer (9BK3)

Thank you to all of the students that showed off their incredible scientific artistry in the 2021 Science Poster 
Competition. It was a very difficult task to choose only 3 winners, but congratulations go to: Aoife Wohlgemuth 
and Maria Timoszuk (7BK1), for a detailed investigation into the “History of Computers”, Amy Zheng, (8MC2), 
for a colourful display of innovations across Chemistry, Biology and Physics and Ananiah Berhanu (9DX1), for a 
fascinating dive into the details of “A heart in a box”. So many spectacular examples but some special mentions 
go to Cassius Hamilton (7BK1), Jeremiah Lane (7KL1) and Mikal Wolday (7BK2), for their exceptional efforts.

Poster Competition

Some of the members of 7BK1 have 
been hard at work creating mini 

science projects, with topics varying 
from space to computer coding. Well 

done to Gelila, Blessing, Maria S, 
and Nevarsana, David, Oliver, Nicola, 
Aoife and Maria T, for creating some 

spectacular models and presentations.
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A global pandemic could not stop St Thomas More’s school production of Sister Act Jr. The Year 7 
playground became our theatre and in just 10 weeks our dedicated cast rehearsed through rain and shine 
to create a performance against all the odds!

20

Trey Francis & Eric Afari An Nguyen, Yazmin Zorba & 
Rafaela Demori

Tiffany Fernandes &  
Laura De Klerck

Trey Francis, Joshua O’Reilly, Kofi Darko, Iosef 
Restrepo Gonzalez & Wisdom Okereafor

Christian Ciora Mantino, Giovanni De Alcantara 
Rocha, Jaylen Telfer & Joshua O’Reilly

The Glendalian
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by Mrs Rosen, Head of Drama 

Yasmin Zorba who starred 
in the production, in the 
role of Mother Superior, 
was awarded The Old 
Glendalian’s prize for 
the Performing Arts by 
Richard Greenhill. This 
award is in recognition of 
Yasmin’s hard work in both 
music and drama, and for her long-standing 
commitment to, and involvement in, school 
productions. 

The Glendalian
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“I really wanted to be involved with Sister Act, 
but I knew that I didn’t want to perform, so I 
was delighted to discover that there are also 
production roles that support performances. 
As the Stage Manager, I had to check that all 
of the performers were present at the correct 
rehearsals, place the props and set in the correct 
places and then cue all the soundtracks - even 
in the rain. I can’t believe how much we have 
packed into the last few weeks and can’t wait 
to see the final performance. It has been an 
amazing experience and opened my eyes to the 
many different job roles in the performing arts.”
Jasmine Ehiogu (9MC2) Stage Manager

“I play the role of Ernie and as he is only in 
the first scene I then use multi-role playing to 
become newscaster, and an altar boy.
My experience so far has been really great and 
very fun. I have met new people and also learnt 
many more drama techniques. It has been hard 
work rehearsing every day but so rewarding and 
I can’t wait to perform in front of an audience.”
Julian-Conrad Doria (8MC1)
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Drama Department
by Mrs Rosen, Head of Drama 

What has been going on in The Drama 
Department this term?
The exciting news of theatres reopening meant that 
we could have socially distanced audiences back in 
the Drama Studio for live performances!

Live Performances
The A-Level Drama students created a performance 
in response to Kafka’s ‘The Trial’ and made their 
performances relevant to a contemporary audience 
by exploring the effects of the national lockdown 
on society, and asking the audience some thought 
provoking questions.
“Creating a performance in a Brechtian style was 
challenging but hopefully we have helped to educate 
our audience about a range of issues that may affect 
them or someone they know.” Tara McCarry (12BK1)

The Year 10 GCSE pupils created their own 
performances based on the Elizabethan tragedy 
‘Doctor Faustus’ by Christopher Marlowe. 
“I really enjoyed showing an audience our piece and 
learning more about the seven deadly sins. Creating 
a group performance has really helped to build up 
my confidence and I enjoyed working with other 
people in my class”. Byrone Appiah (10KL2)

The pupils are currently documenting their progress 
for their coursework portfolios and we expect them 
to receive excellent grades to reward all of their 
hard work. After this, they will begin rehearsing 
monologues in preparation for their second round of 
live performances as part of the GCSE course. 

We also welcomed Key Stage Three pupils back 
into the drama studio this term. Year 7 have been 
creating performances inspired by a murder mystery 
at Darkwood Manor. Year 8 have been exploring 
the topic of refugees and have been creating 
responses to the poem ‘It Was Terrifying!’, whilst 
Year 9 have been studying extracts of the play 
‘An Inspector Calls’ and learning about a range of 
theatrical elements. All pupils have been showcasing 
the drama skills they have learnt this year whilst 
working towards their end-of-year assessments.

Extra-Curricular Events
Drama and Music Showcase
This year we were fortunate enough to hold our 
Drama and Music showcase at the McQueens 
Theatre in Wood Green to a live, socially distanced 
audience. Our hosts Divine Luwero and Manasse 
Kakesa guided us through a variety of performances 
including monologues, songs, original compositions 
and the premiere of ‘Nations Coming Together’, a 
song written and produced by Year 9 pupils as part 
of the Amplify project, in the recording studio at 
Collage Arts, with their production team. Collage 
Arts generously provide subsidised drama or music 
classes for our pupils; please speak to Mrs Rosen or 
Miss Bevan for more information.

The Glendalian
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Coming soon…………… 
• The Rudolph Walker Inter-School’s Drama 

Competition - to be confirmed.
• 9th November 2021 - Paper Birds Theatre Company 

perform ‘Broke’ to GCSE and A-Level groups.

Drama opportunities outside of school
• Collage Arts Drama and Music workshops: 

Saturdays in Wood Green (£2.00 a session).
• JL Circus: Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays 

in Wood Green and Tottenham - Free. 

Please see Mrs Rosen or Miss Bevan for more information. 

Jacksons Lane
Jacksons Lane Circus ran circus skills workshops 
with pupils in Years 8, 9 and 10, in which pupils 
had the opportunity to try out a fun range of 
circus skills, including juggling and skipping.  As 
well as running free weekly circus skills sessions in 
Wood Green, Jacksons Lane have exciting summer 
opportunities that includes planning a music and 
dance performance. Any pupils who are interested 
in participating in these programmes should speak 
to a member of the Drama Department.

Theatre Visit 
Year 12 pupils visited the Theatre Royal Haymarket to 
see ‘Heathers: The Musical’. This fun sing along musical 
was the perfect way to celebrate a hard year of work 
and was the first opportunity our A-Level students 
have had to visit the theatre properly this year! 
“It was great to finally get to watch a live production 
after a year of streaming online productions – we 
have been very grateful for the free shows that 
theatres have kindly let us access via the internet, 
but it’s not the same as sitting in a real theatre!” 
Benjamin Francis-Harewood (12MC1) 

Rudolph Walker Inter Schools Drama Award
Pupils in Years 9 and 10 were given the opportunity to 
write and then perform monologues in a topic of their 
choice for the annual Rudolph Walker Inter Schools 
Drama Award. The monologues were recorded and 
Blessing Moke Musese in 10BK2’s entry entitled ‘My 
Mother’ has been selected to go through to the final.

The School Production of Sister Act Jr
As you have already read on pages 20 and 21, the 
department has been very busy with rehearsals 
for the school production of Sister Act Jr. We were 
delighted that we could hold the performance 
outside in a Covid safe environment and showcase 
all of our pupil’s hard work. Thank you to Catherine 
West MP and the Mayor and Consort of Haringey for 
making time in their busy schedules to attend.
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Music Department
by Ms Yang, Head of Music

This summer term the Music department have been 
incredibly busy with lots of music making going on. 
Music is at the core of our department so it has 
been amazing to see pupils take part in workshops, 
go on trips and continue to explore their creativity 
through playing music. Here are some highlights of 
this term:

Opera Holland Park
Pupils in Year 7 and Year 12 enjoyed a workshop 
hosted by Opera Holland Park. They were introduced 
to the world of opera and ‘The Marriage of Figaro’ 
and learnt about the storyline and the songs.

The week after, the same pupils went to Holland 
Park to watch snippets of the opera that was 
performed live. The pupils had a great day out and 
learnt a lot about opera. 

WeJam
Pupils in Year 7 and Year 8 enjoyed a rock band 
workshop hosted by WeJam. They were all given 
the opportunity to play different instruments and 
perform as part of a band. The pupils had great fun 
and are eager to do it again!

The Glendalian
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Health & Social Care & Sociology
by Miss Christodoulou, Acting Head of Health & Social Care and Sociology

In Year 10 Health & Social Care, students took 
part in role play to present the seven care values. 
The students applied the key values of respect, 
confidentiality and dignity between a service 
provider and service user.

Role play is a part of their Year 11 coursework 
assessment. It is a fantastic opportunity for students 
to develop their communication and language skills 
and make sense of real life situations.

The Health & Social Care Department also had a 
visit from past student Ashley Nunes, who is now 
in her last year at Kings College University studying 
Child Nursing. Ashley gave an insight into university 
life and her experiences working in hospital wards.

In Year 12 Health & Social Care, students have been 
learning about the different theories of ageing. The 
Social Disengagement Theory suggests that it is 
natural and acceptable for older adults to withdraw 
from society. What’s your opinion?

Deonte Hall (12KL1) & Melissa Veleva (12KL1)

In Year 12 Sociology, students have been learning 
about the changing patterns of family. They have 
been exploring the reasons behind why there is 
an increase in divorce and a decrease in marriage. 
Creating mind maps is a great revision technique to 
summarise key content!

Katie Ritchie (12DX1)Chanel Lwanga (12BK2) Katie Ritchie (12DX1)
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Politics Department
by Ms Thomas, teacher in charge of Politics

A Virtual School Trip to Parliament!

7BK2 were transported from their classroom to 
the Houses of Parliament for a virtual school trip! 
Educators at Parliament taught them all about how our 
democratic process works and how laws are created. 

They learnt about the different functions of the 
House of Commons and the House of Lords, and 
even put together their own list of nominees for a 
peerage - they decided that Mr Lusardi deserves a 
place in the House of Lords!

The virtual trip tied together our learning about 
Medieval Kingship, which includes the creation of 
Parliament by Simon de Montfort. It was a highly 
engaging and interactive session, and 7BK2 made 
excellent contributions.

ShoutOut UK: Local Election Workshop

Ahead of the local and mayoral elections on 6th May, 
some of our Year 13 students attended a workshop 
hosted by ShoutOut UK, an organisation dedicated 
to political literacy, and helping young people 
understand why their votes are so important. The 
students found out about the types of issues dealt 
with by the Mayor of London, and local councillors, 
and what their vote can actually influence. Students 
engaged in lively debate about issues they care 
about, and showed that we have some potential 
leaders of the future among us!

Learn with the Lords

On Friday 2nd July, the School Council Representatives 
in Year 7 and Year 8 had an online ‘Learn with the 
Lords’ session with Lord Woolley of Woodford. Lord 
Woolley has been a member of the House of Lords 
since 2019, and has spent the last 25 years working 
towards creating a fairer and more equal society. The 
students asked him about the organisation, ‘Operation 
Black Vote’, that he set up in 1996, as well as his 
role as a member of the House of Lords and what 
it entails. We are thankful to Lord Woolley for the 
answers he gave the students, and to our students for 
rising to the challenge of questioning him!

Political Media Literacy Workshop
On Thursday 24th June, we welcomed Lucie from 
ShoutOut UK to school to run a workshop with 
Year 12 students about identifying conspiracy 
theories and being cautious consumers of media. 
Students learnt how to spot misinformation and 
disinformation; from Trump’s Twitter to 5G vaccine 
conspiracy theories, we come across harmful ‘false 
news’ every day, and the workshop armed students 
with the skills to tackle it.

“It was interesting to learn how conspiracy theories 
are portrayed in the media. Knowing about the 
different factors will help me to identify conspiracy 
theories in the future. It is important to be an 
informed consumer of the media.”   
Benjamin Francis-Harewood (12MC1)

The Glendalian
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London Mayoral Election

The London Mayoral Election saw democracy 
in action at St Thomas More School. Six polling 
stations were set up across our campus to allow for 
socially distanced voting, and students from all year 
groups got involved in the vote, supported by our 
excellent Year 12 Prefect Team, and Year 12 Politics 
students. Independent candidate Niko Omilana won 
our school election with a landslide 84% of the vote, 
and Labour candidate Sadiq Khan came second. The 
Mayoral Election was also the first time that some of 
our Sixth Form students were able to vote in a real 
election, and many of them took to the chance to 
have their say on the future of our city, like Daniel 
Tewelde (pictured) in Year 12.

“I found the workshop extremely interesting, it 
showed me how easy conspiracy theories can 
spread and be adopted and how it can sometimes 
cause horrible outcomes for those who do end 
up truly believing in them. I also found that 
the workshop has provided me with the tools 
to navigate social media easier and to be more 
conscious of the news and information I am seeing 
and consuming. Even hours after the workshop I 
found myself applying the tools.”  
Suria Morton (12DX1) 

Political Profile: David Lammy

Job: Member of Parliament
Constituency: Tottenham
Time in office: 21 Years
Party: Labour 

David Lammy visited St Thomas More School  
on 8th July 2021.

What has he done?
David Lammy is a successful campaigner for 
social justice. He led the campaign for Windrush 
British citizens to be granted British citizenship 
and paid compensation by the government, 
forcing the Home Secretary to guarantee the 
citizenship of Commonwealth nationals, set up a 
specialist Commonwealth Taskforce and establish a 
compensation scheme.

In the last Parliament, David Lammy led a successful 
campaign for diversity to be included in the BBC’s 
Charter as a Public Purpose, with the BBC setting 
ambitious diversity targets. In 2016, David Lammy 
launched the ‘Save Our Apprenticeships’ campaign, 
following a government announcement of up to 
50% cuts in funding for young people in deprived 
areas, forcing the government into a u-turn, the 
introduction of a 20% payment for 16-18 year olds 
and a separate fund for disadvantaged areas. 

David Lammy has led a high-profile campaign calling 
on Oxbridge to improve access for students from 
under-represented and disadvantaged backgrounds.
Since the Grenfell Tower fire, David has been at 
the forefront of the fight for justice for the Grenfell 
families. 

David Lammy was the first Member of Parliament to 
challenge the gambling issue on Fixed Odds Betting 
Terminals, launching the Stop The FOBT’s campaign 
in 2013. In 2018 the government announced plans 
to cut the maximum stake on FOBTs to £2 per spin.
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History Department
by Ms Johnston, teacher of History

Year 7
As Ms Thomas once said, “Aristotle once said that 
there’s nothing better than a good History class 
at St Thomas More School.” We couldn’t agree 
more! We have been so impressed with the Year 
7 students as they conquered the Wars of the 
Roses topic. From the complicated family tree (and 
good grief is it complicated - were there any other 
options for boys’ names beyond Henry, Edward or 
Richard back then?! Your Year 7 historian will tell 
you ‘no’!) to the varying interpretations of Richard 
III, our Year 7s navigated the material as any true 
historian would: asking the right kind of questions 
and making the right kind of inferences.

Year 8
In the meantime, the Year 8 students finished their 
exploration into the development and impact of 
British imperialism. The students examined British 
colonisation of India along with resistance to British 
influence in the Asante Kingdom along the west 
coast of Africa. These case studies presented the 
students with an opportunity to understand the 
consequences of empire building at a global level. 
From there, students finished the year with a topic 
enquiring into the extension of voting rights to 
disenfranchised groups in Britain in the 19th and 
20th centuries. 

Year 9
As the Year 9s learned over the course of this year, 
the twentieth century was an era of revolution and 
opportunity, of war and genocide, of sovereignty 
and diversity. Their studies ended with a series of 
case studies investigating the migrant experiences 
of those coming to Britain following the Second 
World War. As Britain realised the extent of its 
damage from WWII, it called upon the people of 
its empire, from the Caribbean to Southeast Asia, 
to help the country rebuild and heal. The students 
discovered that the practises of the government 
have not always been in touch with its message on 
multiculturalism and inclusivity.

Year 10
GCSE historians are chugging along with their 
British thematic study on the balance of power 
between government and the people. From the days 
of absolute monarchs holding absolute authority 
to women’s suffrage and the Brixton Riots, what 
factors caused the scales to tip in favour of the 
people having fundamental rights and power, 
instead of the monarch, in society? It is clear that 
the push for a fair democracy in Britain has not been 
a sprint but rather a marathon. Each mile, be it the 
Peasants’ Revolt or Chartist Movement, has brought 
incremental but significant change to the rights of 
British subjects and shaped the state that we live in.

Jacques Mpondo (7BK3) 
drew an artistic rendition of 
himself as a crusader in the 
11th century.

Kwame Blankson (above) and Michelle Claros 
(below), from 7BK3, created their own coat of arms 
as they learned about how the House of York and 
House of Lancaster battled for the throne in the 
Wars of the Roses.

The Glendalian
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Important Figures from History: Fannie Lou Hamer
Fannie Lou Hamer was an American civil rights activist who rose to 
prominence during the Freedom Summer of 1964. Born the 20th child to 
sharecroppers in rural Mississippi, she joined her family, at the age of 6, 
picking cotton. At 13, she dropped out of school and was picking hundreds 
of pounds of cotton a day. Her ability to read and write brought her a 
promotion from field work to administrative duties at the plantation where 
she worked. In 1961, Fannie Lou entered the hospital for minor surgery 
and without her consent underwent a forced sterilisation, a procedure 
that was so common for poor Black women that it became known as a 
‘Mississippi appendectomy’. It is this injustice that is said to have been one 
of the major reasons for her activism in the Civil Rights Movement.

Throughout the early to mid-60s, Ms Hamer was involved with the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), an important 
grassroots group within the Civil Rights Movement that planned sit-ins, 
freedom rides and so on to challenge segregation and Jim Crow laws. The 

summer of 1964 became known as Freedom Summer within the organisation. SNCC focused their efforts 
that summer on registering Black voters living in Mississippi, a state notorious for its institutionalised racism 
that had been successful in its oppression of Black residents. Ms Hamer became an essential figure in the 
voter drive, training those volunteers that would come to the Deep South to undertake this challenging 
and dangerous task. This experience led to her co-founding the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party 
(MFDP), a caucus in the Democratic Party that sought to loosen Mississippi politics from the hold of their 
pro-segregationist members. From Fannie Lou Hamer, we can learn about the importance of perseverance 
when challenged by adversity and injustice.

Local History Challenge
Can you match the historical photo of a site with its contemporary?

Answers: 1-B; 2-C; 3-D; 4-A

1. Newent Villas and 
Pleasant Villas, built 
in 1850.

2. Shops (c. 1910). 3. The Three Jolly 
Butchers Inn (1890)

4. Thatcher Wines, 
Spirits and Beer Store 
(1905)

A. Boots in Wood Green B. Turnpike Lane Station 
and bus stop

C. Commerce Road D. Monaghan’s Tavern 
and office building
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Geography Department
by Mr Wunnerlich, Head of Geography & Ms McEwan, teacher of Geography

Rainforest Project
Pupils in 7BK1 and 7BK3 completed rainforest model 
projects over the half-term. While studying the 
impacts of deforestation in Indonesia, pupils created 
these models to show the layers, features and rich 
biodiversity of rainforests. They also raised awareness 
of the destruction caused by clearing trees for palm oil 
plantations. 

The featured rainforests below are from Marcus, 
Maria and Filip in 7BK1 and Mario in 7BK3:

Visit from the Mayor of Haringey 

We were honoured to receive a visit from The Mayor 
of Haringey, Cllr Adam Jogee in April.  He walked 
across from the Civic Centre on the other side of the 
park outside of school to speak to two classes of 
Year 8 students. He was enthusiastic in explaining 
the need for Covid-19 vaccinations, his passion 
for letting people speak for themselves to those in 
power and supporting the housing and employment 
needs of the young people in our borough. 

Cllr Adam Jogee is a Haringey resident, who went 
to school in Haringey and graduated with a History 
degree from SOAS (School of Oriental and African 
Studies) University of London. At 29, he is one of 
the youngest ever mayors of Haringey.

While he was in the Geography class he explained 
his role as our local mayor, his role models as well 
as discussing the local elections and those for 
the London mayor. He is a Labour councillor, but 
while in office must remain impartial. He wore his 
ceremonial chain – which is the biggest of all the 
29 mayors in London. He mentions he is part of 
a WhatsApp group for all the mayors called ‘The 
Chain Gang’!  He is accompanied by Ms Lynch, who 
is with him to protect the chain of office, not as his 
bodyguard!

His powerful message to those students at St 
Thomas More who may be interested in politics and 
getting involved: “Speak out, speak up and don’t be 
afraid.”  I hope some of our students are inspired to 
take up his message and involve themselves in local 
and global good causes.

The Glendalian
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Geography Fieldwork is back on!

8MC2 were the first class to go up the hill to the 
top of Alexandra Palace, to see the glorious views 
of London on the hottest day of the year so far. It 
was a great day out collecting traffic count data and 
doing a bipolar survey on the way. We monitored 
the environmental quality and sketched the glorious 
views as we strolled up the hill, warming up: some 
of us wishing we had seen the weather forecast 
before getting dressed!

The cold blast of air in the ice rink was just what we 
needed to cool off after the Geography tasks were 
completed.  

With skates firmly laced on we hit the ice.... some 
literally.  It was a really good start to the ‘new 
normal’ we are starting to enjoy. 

7KL3 have been out collecting data to test their 
hypothesis that Green Lanes will have more traffic 
than the local residential streets. We went to count 
the traffic in the glorious sunshine, back in May.

Despite it being tricky to get all the cars counted in 
the allocated time the class got much quicker and 
more accurate as we went along.

We will be going out again regularly to check other 
hypotheses, look at traffic calming initiatives as well 
as how we use the built environment.
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Maths Department
by Mr Calibasi, teacher of Maths

The Importance of Pi
One of the most important numbers in our universe 
is the number Pi (π). Pi Day was first organised 
by physicist Larry Shaw, of the San Francisco 
Exploratorium, in 1988, with the initial celebrations 
involving the consumption of pie - a tradition that 
continues to this day. March 14 or 3/14 was chosen 
as a reference to the first series of numbers in the 
constant and the date was officially recognised by 
the U.S. House of Representatives in 2009.

Pi is an important concept that appears in all 
aspects of maths. It is a crucial concept that helps 
to understand the universal truths and some 
mathematical concepts. Mostly, pi values are used in 
concepts like trigonometry, geometry and advanced 
concepts like probability, statistics, and complex 
numbers. The notation to denote pi is π. If you 
ask any scientist about pi, they will tell that the 
value of pi equal to the decimal value 3.14159. But 
when you ask a mathematician, they will tell that 
pi is a value which is equal to circle circumference 
divided by the circle diameter. It is a well-recognised 
mathematical constant used all over the world. In 
ancient times it was used as a secret code for some 
confidential works. Since a circle consists of 360 
degrees and pi is used to denote the 360 degrees of 
a circle, and it is referred to as “circular constant”.
Most people are confused and they ask the question 
of whether pi is an irrational number or not. It 
always causes confusion. Some people used to 
approximate the value of pi as 22/7 and some 
people take the value as 3.14159. The answer 
to the question ‘Is Pi is an irrational number?’, 
the value of pi is included in rational numbers. 
But there is no difference between the number 
π and the value of π. People will consider that pi 
is irrational and when it approximately equals to 
22/7 is considered as rational. The value of pi is 
normally dependent on geometry to find the area, 
perimeter, and volume of two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional figures. Consider this example, to 
find the volume of a cylinder the pi value is needed, 
since the formula to find the volume is πr2h cubic 
units. Sometimes, it is replaced using the value of 
pi as 22(r2h)/7.  To make the simplification easier, 
some people use the value 22/7 and others use the 
rounded value of 3.14159 as 3.142.

The Glendalian

Celebrating Pi Day with Year 7  

PI day on March 14th provided our students with 
a number of valuable and engaging math-related 
concepts.  During the sessions, students took part 
in a range of engaging activities focusing on the 
importance and significance of the concept of Pi. All 
of the students responded positively.

‘Pi day was really fun and enjoyable. I learnt the 
digits of Pi, how we use it and how to use Pi to 
calculate the area and circumference of a circle. I 
learnt about things such as radius, diameter, and 
circumference. I really liked the cake, it made us 
enthusiastic and excited to learn about Pi.’  
Jeremiah Lane (7KL1).

Year 7 Maths Class (7T4, 7KL1)
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Art
by Mr Brankin, teacher of Art

Patrick Lohan (11MC1) Taysha Crawley-Andrews (11DX2) Hao Xi Wang (11DX1)

Beatriz Carrion Quezada (11KL1) Kimberly D’Souza (11DX1) Alberto Carboni (11BK2)

Shantel McKenzie (11DX1)
Oil painting exploring skin tones.

Jacob Pelling (11DX2)
Oil painting exploring skin tones.

Nathalie Cabrera Collazos (11KL2)



34

The Glendalian

An Artists’ Atmosphere
An independent, disciplined and inspirational environment for GCSE and A-level.

Joshua Villada-Mejia (12DX1) 
is exploring construction 
techniques.

Leyla Espinoza (12MC1) is exploring a range of 
drawing techniques. Leyla is drawing from life.

Melisa Veleva (12KL1, above) and Lillie 
Rayworth (12MC1, left) are developing 
sophisticated techniques in a wide variety  
of materials.

Preparing to paint - Sofia Holguin 
Doughmi (12MC2) is exploring skyscapes.

Juan Camilo Chica Martinez 
is exploring the human form 
in clay.

The Glendalian
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Congratulations to Andrea Carboni, Kimberley 
D’Souza, Alberto Carboni, Sofia Davila, and Beatriz 
Cattuzzo, on successfully completing the University 
of the Arts London Level 2 Award in drawing. The 
award is an Ofqual recognised qualification worth 
UCAS points. This is the first time that Year 11 
students from St Thomas More Art Department 
have received a certificate from a university, 
UAL is Europe’s largest specialist art and design 
university and their certificates are highly regarded 
by employers and universities globally. If you 
are interested in joining an art club or entering 
competitions, please speak to Mr Brankin in the Art 
department, and visit www.arts.ac.uk/awards.

Andrea Carboni Alberto CarboniKimberley D’Souza

Level 2 Award in Drawing

KS3 Art in Practice Theme “Arrival of Spring”: David Hockney - Royal Academy
Students have been exploring the theme of landscape. They have so far been 
looking at the basic elements of art and design; line, colour, pattern and texture. 
Pupils are learning to reinterpret an artist’s work in their own style. In today’s 
lesson they encounter acrylic paint. They must learn to use it both in ‘translucent 
washes’  and ‘opaque, concentrated colour’. Their task is to use the success 
criteria and compose their work considering fore, middle and background and 
decorate their work in a style appropriate to the theme ‘landscapes’.

Atmospheric Perspective: Learning how to create pattern 
and texture using acrylic paint in the style of David Hockney .

Building layers from background to foreground.
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Sport at St Thomas More
by Mr Ameh, Acting Head of PE

St. Thomas More School Primary 
Football Tournament 
This term, we held our annual Year 5 Football 
Tournament where several primary schools in the 
borough were invited to participate in an elite 
primary competition. A total of 7 schools arrived 
with both girls’ and boys’ teams.
It was a compelling competition, which saw 
excellent team goals, talented players and 
demonstration of admirable sportsmanship.

It was also encouraging to witness such high praise 
for our Year 10 and Year 12 sports leaders from the 
primary school PE Leads, Coaches and Teachers. 
Our students were excellent ambassadors, doing 
an excellent job of refereeing throughout the 
competition as well.
Congratulations to our students: Prince Boateng Ofori, 
Samuel Nwabuko, Ivan Bandeira Angelico, Jason 
Appallu-Baafi and Wilfred Tchaptchet, all in Year 10 
and Prince Foli-Arthur, Kolade Animasaun, Tierney 
Gumisiriza, Abel Fasil and Kairo Higgins in Year 12.

The winners on the day were as follows:
Boys
1st Harris Primary Academy Philip Lane 
2nd Brooke House Primary School
3rd Highgate Primary Academy
Girls
1st Muswell Hill Primary School
2nd Campsbourne Primary School
3rd St. Pauls Roman Catholic Primary School

Year 7 Girls’ Football Team

Middlesex County National Semi- Final

A massive congratulations to some of our 
outstanding girls, for representing their county in 
football. Megan, Saoirse and Trea have all made the 
National Final with Middlesex. Good Luck to the girls 
in the upcoming final.
U16s
Megan Peters-Weise (Year 10)
U14s
Saoirse Hourigan (Year 9)
Trea Hourigan (Year 9)

Over the course of the academic year, our Year 7 
girls’ football team has been training every Monday, 
from 3:10-4:30, averaging around 14 to 23 girls 
each session. Coaching this cohort has been an 
amazing experience. The development of this group 
of talented girls really showed in the Haringey Year 
7 Girls’ football tournament, where we finished 3rd in 
the borough. A few of our girls have been training at 
London Elite Women and Girl team.
Good luck to the girls next year as they will be entered 
into the Middlesex, London and English Schools’ Cup.

The Glendalian
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Year 8 Basketball

The Year 8 basketball team played their first fixture 
this term, since the first lock-down. Bishop Douglass 
brought their Year 8 and 9 basketball teams to compete 
against our previous Jr NBA finalists. St Thomas More’s 
Year 8 team vanquished Bishop Douglass’ Year 9s 
24-10, with Saverio and David scoring the most points 
on the day. The second game was against their Year 
8 team, which finished 26-9. Oliver Buenze scored the 
most points in that game. Our Year 8 basketball team 
remain unbeaten since Year 7 and will be looking to do 
well in next year’s London Cup.

Girls’ Rugby

Congratulations to 11 of the Year 9 girls’ rugby team 
for representing London Skolars RLFC in the first 
ever Girls’ Junior Rugby League Club Match. The 
game finished 20-20 on the day.

Tottenham Football Programme

St Thomas More commenced a football programme 
this term, amalgamating with Tottenham Hotspur 
Football Foundation, every Monday evening. The 
Year 7 boys and girls have the opportunity to work 
with Tottenham’s academy coaches and learn a 
number of skills to develop their ability in football.

Year 8 Football

The Year 8 boys’ football team retained their Haringey 
title after winning this year’s 7-a-side football 
tournament. St Thomas More were able to beat every 
team in the borough and receive obtain first position.
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In Conversation with.....Father Jonathan
by the St Thomas More School Student Council

The Glendalian

Father Jonathan, Assistant Priest at St Paul’s the 
Apostle Catholic Church, Wood Green

Background
I was born and raised in North London. In high school I did 10 GCSEs, then for A-level I studied History, 
French, English (Literature and Language) and Drama. Next, I went to university and graduated with a 
degree in English and French.
I spent a year living and teaching in Alsace, France. After graduation, I worked for a while as a cleaner, and 
later my career was serving and supporting homeless young people at a local hostel. Then, at 23 years old, 
I felt called by God to become a priest and I entered seminary (a college for training men to be priests). 
For 6 years, we lived in as a community, eating, praying and studying together. My seminary was called 
Allen Hall in Chelsea, London; it stands on the very site of St Thomas More’s house!
On 30th June 2018 A.D., aged 29, I was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Westminster, in the Catholic 
Cathedral of the Most Precious Blood in Victoria, London - one of the best days of my life! 
I said my ‘First Mass’ in St Joan of Arc church, Highbury (not far from the Arsenal stadium...).  Now I’m 32 
and I’ve served as a ‘curate’/’assistant priest’ in St Paul’s Church, Wood Green for nearly 3 years. 
I can speak several languages (including Welsh and Spanish), but I think British Sign Language (BSL) is 
my favourite. In particular, celebrating a baptism in sign language is another of my happy memories as a 
priest. I’m so grateful to all those who have taught me this skill and language.

Questions for Father Jonathan from the St Thomas More School Council
1. What inspired you to become a priest? 

Growing up I met many holy priests who quietly served people in need, offering kindness and prayers; I 
was always inspired by their heroic example of wisdom and gentleness. Years later, after my uni degree, 
I worked for a charity, helping homeless teenagers. Often over a cup of tea, we spoke about Faith. I 
began to see that many people have never heard of Jesus’s Holy Name; many people don’t know that 
Jesus is full of Mercy and Love, and He always gives us the strength to start again. Then I realised: 
people here in our city are suffering because they do not know Christ. London desperately needs 
Catholic missionaries! Our city, our schools, need priests who can celebrate the Sacraments, especially 
the Holy Mass and Confession.

2. Have you ever been on a pilgrimage? How did you find the experience? 
When I finished my GCSEs, I went to the Marian shrine in Lourdes (France), to give thanks to Our Lady 
for all her help. There, I saw the Power of the Gospel and the Beauty of our Church. In Lourdes, many 
sick and less-abled people go to drink the miraculous holy water. At that holy place, it’s the less-abled 
people who are given priority in the processions, in the cafes, and in all places. Every life is celebrated 
as a gift from God. Following Our Lady’s example at Lourdes, the strong and healthy serve the frail 
and the vulnerable. There I saw the Gospel in action, not mere words but truly Christ the King working 
through His Christian people. I’d encourage everyone to go and experience this! 

3. What do you find most challenging about being a priest? 
A priest’s life is extremely busy. We visit schools, homes, meet families to plan baptisms, weddings, 
First Holy Communions. We hear confessions and anoint the sick. Then, in the evening after a long day, 
the telephone rings or the doorbell sounds, so many people are seeking God and His Sacraments. It can 
be hard to find time for everyone. For this reason, a priest must follow the example of Jesus and go to 
the chapel to be alone with God the Father in prayer! (see Mark 1:35 ; Luke 5:16)
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4. What advice would you give a young person considering the priesthood? 
Go for it! With Jesus, we have nothing to fear!  If Christ is calling you to priesthood, it’s an amazing 
life! God will give you the strength you need. Perhaps read about the lives of the great saints, like St 
Anthony of Padua, St Norbert or St Maximilian Kolbe. Certainly, go to Mass and pray your rosary and 
the Holy Spirit will guide you.

5. What is your favourite bible verse or story? 
Luke 1:26-39 - the Annunciation - when the Archangel Gabriel appeared to Our Lady. Here, the 
Immaculate Mother Mary shows us how to be open to God the Holy Spirit and to follow His plan for our 
life. With Mother Mary, let us always say: ‘Behold, I am the servant of the Lord!’

6. If you weren’t a priest, what would you have pursued as a career? 
To be the goalkeeper for Arsenal F.C., of course! 

7. If you could have any superpower, what would it be and why? 
Truly, the Priest has the power to absolve and forgive sins; to anoint and heal the sick; to bless people; 
to consecrate bread and wine into the Most Holy and Precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ – who 
could dare to ask for greater powers than this?! 

8. If you could bring back someone from the past, who would you choose? 
George Lemaitre – the Catholic priest who theorized the Big Bang; or Gregor Mendel – the Catholic 
priest known as the ‘Father of Modern Genetics’, who developed genetic biology.  I would ask them to 
help me with my science!  

9. What advice would you give your younger self? 
Keep smiling! All will be well, in God’s good time!  

Saint Thomas More Feast Day: 22nd June 2021
Saint Thomas More’s Story
On Tuesday 22nd June, we celebrated the feast of our patron 
saint, St Thomas More. His belief that no lay ruler has 
jurisdiction over the Church of Christ cost Thomas More his life.

Beheaded on Tower Hill, London, on July 6, 1535, More 
steadfastly refused to approve King Henry VIII’s divorce, 
remarriage, and establishment of the Church of England.

Described as “a man for all seasons”, More was a literary 
scholar, eminent lawyer, gentleman, father of four children, 
and chancellor of England. An intensely spiritual man, he 
would not support the king’s divorce from Catherine of 
Aragon to marry Anne Boleyn. Nor would he acknowledge 
Henry as supreme head of the Church in England, breaking 
with Rome, and denying the pope as head.

St Thomas More was committed to the Tower of London to 
await trial for treason: not swearing to the Act of Succession 
and the Oath of Supremacy. Upon conviction, More declared 
he had all the councils of Christendom and not just the council 
of one realm to support him in the decision of his conscience.
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