
10th September 2021
INTRODUCTION
Welcome back.
‘God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.’ 
Genesis 1:31A.

As we begin the new school year the Gospel reading 
about Jesus healing the deaf man enables us to see God’s 
way clearly and to walk in the right direction. The lesson 
for us, as the letter of St James indicates, is to make no 
discrimination against the poor and those who are unable 
to do what we can do - to treat people fairly, to help 
people with diffi  culties, to love others as God loves us.
I hope that you have all had a restful and safe break this 
summer; It was wonderful to see your children this week; 
I was so impressed with how smart they looked and their 
enthusiasm in returning to school.

I was extremely pleased with how we all responded to the 
diffi  culties placed in front of us last year; our exam results were 
exceptional; placing us in the outstanding bracket and ensuring 
that we continue to be one of the top performing schools in 
the country and the top performing school in the borough. 
85% of our students achieved 9-4 (A*-C) grades, with 100% 
of students achieving A-level passes - 64% A*-B. 

I look forward to this year and I have high hopes that your 
children will rise to the challenge once again; by working 
hard and being a credit to you and your families.

God bless
Alex Rosen
Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 13th September 2021
Period 6 starts for Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.  
Timetables are available on the school website.
School Council Election Week begins 
(08:30-09:00 every day)
Thursday, 16th September 2021
Year 12 IntoUniversity: Cohort 1 (09:10-11:10), 
Cohort 2 (11:30-13:30)
Saturday, 18th September 2021
Year 10 & 11 Brunel Urban Scholars Programme on 
campus (08:00-16:00)
Year 12 & 13 Paintball Trip

LONDON YOUTH GAMES
Congratulations to Prince 
Michael Osuji (Year 11) 
and Adaora Dioramma 
(Year 10)!  Both pupils 
represented the Haringey 
U18 basketball teams in 
this year’s London Youth 
Games’ competition and 
they were both crowned 
London champions. 
Prince Michael represented the boys’ team who vanquished 
Greenwich in the fi nal. Adaora scored the winning free-
throw in the girls’ fi nal to marginally beat Lewisham.
To compete against 32 other boroughs in the capital and 
fi nish fi rst is an exceptional achievement for both students. 
Above all, playing against pupils who were 2 or 3 years 
older than them is testament to their playing ability.

COLLAGE ARTS 
We are thrilled to 
announce that the 
song ‘Come Together’, 
written and recorded 
by our pupils, with 
producer Kevin 
Mark Trail, has been 
released as part of 
the Amplify project. 
Coordinated by Collage Arts, our Year 9 pupils were asked 
to respond to the problem of hate speech with positive 
messaging. Listen to their fantastic work here:
Album: https://soundcloud.com/user-402460238/sets/amplify
Article: http://www.collage-arts.org/young-people-record-album/
If you child is interested in taking part in Drama or Music 
workshops with Collage Arts please see Miss Bevan or Mrs Rosen.

A-level and GCSE results days.
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RE
Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary time Year B
Week Beginning 12th September 2021
Gospel Refl ection:(Mark 8:27-35) Jesus is the Son of God
Today’s reading is the turning point in Mark’s Gospel. In the 
presentation of the life and ministry of Jesus found in the 
Gospel of Mark, the deeds of Jesus have shown Jesus to be 
the Son of God. Yet many, including Jesus’ disciples, have 
not yet realized his identity. In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks the 
disciples for a fi eld report by asking what others say about 
him. He then turns the question directly to the disciples and 
asks what they believe. Peter speaks for all of them when he 
announces that they believe Jesus to be the Christ.
Now that the disciples have acknowledged Jesus as the Christ, 
Jesus confi des in them the outcome of his ministry: he will be 
rejected, must suff er and die, and will rise after three days. 
Peter rejects this prediction, and Jesus rebukes him severely. 
The image of Christ that Jesus is giving is not the image of 
the Messiah that Peter was expecting. Jesus then teaches the 
crowd and the disciples about the path of discipleship: To be 
Christ’s disciple is to follow in the way of the cross.
Prayer
We ask you, O Lord, to help us through diffi  cult times when 
our troubles seem almost too much to bear. Give us the 
strength to carry on and to always do our best. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Season of Creation
The World Day of Prayer for the Care and Creation took 
place on 1st September and the season continues until the 4th

October, the Feast of St Francis of Assisi. During this season, 
we are encouraged to pray and engage in community 
events in order to deepen our relationship with our God, 
our neighbour and the earth we share, being even more 
attentive to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.
Prayer
Father, Lord of all creation, we praise you with all your 
creatures and the whole universe that comes forth from 
the work of your hands. We acknowledge the privilege and 
responsibility that you give us as stewards of your creation. In 
our ignorance, we have done damage to our common home 
and our brothers and sisters are suff ering.
Through faithfully following your Son, guide and direct us to 
prepare for a better future. Teach us to contemplate you in the 
beauty of the universe, for all things speak of you. Give us the 
grace to recognise, respect and protect all you have created, 
using wisely all that you have entrusted to us.
Holy Spirit, who fi rst hovered over the dawn of creation and 
drew order out of the chaos, help us to build your kingdom of 
justice, love, peace and beauty where the poor of the earth are 
crying out. You, who live and reign, world without end. Amen.
Motivational Quote
God has a reason for allowing things to happen. We may 
never understand His wisdom, but we simply have to trust 
His will. (Psalm 37:5).

Education Sunday
Next Sunday is Education Sunday, taking the theme ‘A 
Word in Season’. It is a day to give thanks to God for all 
who teach and all who study, for all who continually have 
to fi nd the right words and deliver them with enthusiasm 
and graciousness. We pray for all involved in our Catholic 
schools around the world, as they set out on a new 
academic year with some changes afoot. 
Prayer
Dear Lord, thank you for the gift of Catholic schools. 
Thank you for all those who have given their talents to 
educating our young people. Through the challenges they 
encounter each day, lead them to an ever-deeper appreciation 
of the sacred duty to which you have called them. 
Thank you for all those who contribute to the effi  cient running 
of our schools; support staff , kitchen staff , maintenance staff , 
governors and chaplains. 
We thank them for their hard work and dedication. Thank you 
for all those who lead our Catholic schools. May they be people 
of integrity so that they can be witnesses as well as teachers? 
We pray that the schools they lead will become places where 
our young people can experience your love in their lives. 
Thank you for our pupils. May your love strengthen and 
nurture them through the infl uence and example of those 
who care for them. We pray that through their time at 
school they will fl ourish and grow to discover who you have 
called them to be. We make this prayer through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our teacher and our Lord, Amen.
The God Who Speaks: ‘Year of the Word’
But they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and 
not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. (Isaiah 40:31).
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your 
God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10). 

Words of the Week
Monday - Serene (Adjective): Calm, peaceful, and 
untroubled; tranquil.
Tuesday - Succumb (Verb): Fail to resist pressure, 
temptation, or some other negative force.
Wednesday - Devoid (Adjective): Entirely lacking or 
free from; empty.
Thursday - Clutter  (Verb): Cover or fi ll (something) 
with an untidy collection of things.
Friday - Plausible  (Adjective): (Of an argument or 
statement) seeming reasonable or probable.

Idiom of the Week
‘To spill the beans’
Meaning: To reveal secret information. 
Examples: ‘You need to arrive at 6pm for the surprise 
party – be careful not to spill the beans!’
‘His co-worker spilled the beans about a new product 
they were developing and a competitor heard about it and 
released their own version.’ 

Our ears must indeed be open to listen to His word and we 
must seize every opportunity that is placed before us to 

share the gift of faith that we have been given.

ars must indeeded be open to listen to His word and
Thought for the Week


