
30th April 2021
INTRODUCTION
This week’s Gospel refl ects on how the Shepherd loves each 
one of his fl ock and keeps them safe, always protecting them. 

In all aspects of our school life, children feeling safe and their 
well-being are paramount. The gate is important to keep the 
sheep safe. ‘The gatekeeper opens the gate for them, and 
they listen to His voice.’ (John 10: 3). We are a family at St 
Thomas More with God at the centre, enabling us to share 
God’s love within our community and beyond. We protect 
those without a voice by providing help and guidance to 
those in need.

God bless, Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 3rd May 2021
May Bank Holiday - school closed
Thursday, 6th May 2021
School Council Meetings in Glendale Hall
Year 7 (P1), Year 8 (P2), Year 9 (P3), Year 10 (P4)
London Mayoral Elections - lunchtime voting

View of St Thomas More 
School with sunlight 
refracted through the 
double cupula on top of 
the Glendale building. This 
image was kindly sent in 
by one of our neighbours 
(Mr. P Burnham).

PUPIL REMINDERS
• Please arrive at school on time, before 08:50am, 

(those arriving before 08:30am are entitled to a free 
breakfast).

• Please carry out twice weekly Covid testing and log 
results with the NHS and on our school form.

• Please ensure that you are dressed in your full school 
uniform and have all the necessary equipment everyday.

• Please go straight home from school and do not loiter 
in the local area.

VISIT FROM THE MAYOR OF HARINGEY
We were honoured 
to receive a visit 
from The Mayor of 
Haringey, Cllr Adam 
Jogee this week.  He 
walked across from 
the Civic Centre on 
the other side of 
the park outside of 
school to speak to 
two classes of Year 8 
pupils.  He was enthusiastic in explaining the need for Covid 
19 vaccinations, his passion for letting people speak for 
themselves to those in power and supporting the housing 
and employment needs of the young people in our borough.

Cllr Adam Jogee is a Haringey resident, who went to school 
in Haringey and graduated with a History degree from SOAS 
(School of Oriental and African Studies), University of London. 
At 29, he is one of the youngest ever mayors of Haringey.

While he was in the Geography class he explained his role 
as our local mayor, his role models as well as the upcoming 
elections for local councils as well as for the position of 
London Mayor. He is a Labour councillor, but while in offi  ce 
must remain impartial. He wore his ceremonial chain – which 
is the biggest of all the 29 mayors in London. He mentions 
he is part of a WhatsApp group for all the mayors called “The 
Chain Gang”!  He was accompanied by Ms Lynch, who is 
with him to protect the chain of offi  ce, not as his bodyguard!

His powerful message to those pupils at St Thomas More 
who may be interested in politics and getting involved: 
“Speak out, speak up and don’t be afraid.”  I hope some 
of our pupils are inspired to take up his message and involve 
themselves in local and global good causes.

SPORTS COMPETITION IS BACK 
Pre Covid, St Thomas More 
School was mixing with the best 
schools, not just in Haringey 
but across London.  When the 
Covid pandemic hit, it not only 
stopped schools competing 
but stopped world sports. 
After many months without 
competing, our pupils were very keen to get back playing 
at their top level and challenge for honours again, not just 
in Haringey but also across London.
Once the government said the lockdown was coming to 
an end, we put on extra curricular sports to get our pupils 
ready to represent their school again in competition. This 
past week the Haringey School Games Organisers have 
started the borough football championship tournament. The 
Year 10 tournament is on 4th May; we wish the boys’ and 
girls’ teams the very best of luck.
• Year 7 Girls 3rd – First ever competition together. 
• Year 7 Boys 2nd – First ever competition together. 
• Year 8 Girls 5th – Great result, after only fi ve training 

sessions for some pupils.
• Year 8 Boys 1st – Successfully defended their title which 

they won in Year 7.
• Year 9 Girls -2nd – Lost on penalties in the fi nal against 

a very strong Fortismere team.  
• Year 9 Boys 5th – Great result again after only a few 

training sessions together as a team. 



Tel: 020 8888 7122  Fax: 020 8826 9370  Email:  parents@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk
www.stthomasmoreschool.org.uk

Words of the Week

Gospel Refl ection
Why does Jesus speak of himself as the true vine? When 
Jesus calls himself the true vine, he makes clear that no 
one can claim their spiritual inheritance through association 
with a particular people or bloodline. Rather, it is only 
through Jesus Christ that one can become grafted into the 
true “vineyard of the Lord.”
Jesus off ers true life – abundant life which comes from God 
and which results in great fruitfulness. The vinedresser must 
carefully prune the vine before it can bear good fruit. Jesus 
used this image to describe the kind of life he produces in 
those who are united with him – the fruit of “righteousness, 
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom 14:17). Jesus says 
there can be no fruit in our lives apart from him (Jn 15:4). 
The fruit he speaks of here is the fruit of Holy Spirit: “love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
humility and self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23).
No one can bear fruit without being connected to Christ, 
the Vine. Fruitfulness is not primarily a matter of what I 
accomplish. It is the result of my being in close fellowship 
with Him. Whenever you wonder if you are being a 
“fruitful” Christian, ask yourself, “Am I like Jesus? Is His 
life fl owing through me in the ordinary activities and 
relationships of each day? Fruitfulness for Christ depends 
on fellowship with Him in our daily prayer and daily 
readings of the Holy Bible; receiving the Holy Eucharist at 
least every Sunday to love Him, so much as we love our 
neighbour as He loves us.

Prayer
“Lord, may I be one with you in all that I say and do. 
Draw me close that I may glorify you and bear fruit for 
your kingdom. Infl ame my heart with your love and 
remove from it anything that would make me ineff ective or 
unfruitful in loving and serving you as My All. Amen.

Tuesday - Compel (Verb):  Force or oblige (someone) 
to do something.
Wednesday - Regurgitate (Verb): Repeat 
(information) without analysing or comprehending it; 
Bring (swallowed food) up again to the mouth;
Thursday - Enhance (Verb): Intensify, increase, or 
further improve the quality, value, or extent of. 
Friday - Complacent (Adjective): Showing smug or 
uncritical satisfaction with oneself or one’s achievements.

Idiom of the Week
‘The elephant in the room’
Meaning: There is an obvious problem or diffi  cult 
situation that people do not want to talk about.
Example: Politicians are focusing on the wrong issue 
and ignoring the elephant in the room.

If you’re not thinking about a negative thought, your 
vibration is going to raise to its natural positive place. Good 
things are coming down the road. Just do not stop walking.

’ h kk b h hyou’re not thininkking about a negative thought, your
Thought for the Week

I am the true vine (Pope Francis)
For more refl ection watch the video of Pope 
Francis: God wants us to be fruitful, follow this 
link: http://www.pagadiandiocese.org/2017/12/19/
pope-francis-at-santa-marta-god-wants-us-to-be-fruitful/

Motivational Quote
Darkness cannot drive out darkness. Only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate. Only love can do that.

‘The God Who Speaks’: The Year of the Word
Seven (and seven is not a random number because it 
indicates fullness) are the images that Jesus brings to 
the expression “I am”, revealing a particular dimension of 
himself: I am the bread of life (Jn 6:35), I am the light of 
the world (Jn 8,12), I am the door of the sheep (Jn 10,7), 
I am the good shepherd (Jn 10,11), I am the resurrection 
and the life (Jn 11,15), I am the way, the truth and the life 
(Jn 14: 6), I am the true vine (Jn 15: 1).

RE
Week beginning 2nd May 2021:
Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8
Jesus teaches that he is the vine and that his disciples are 
the branches.

INTOUNIVERSITY
A group of twenty pupils in Year 9 
attended the IntoUniversity Haringey 
North Centre in Tower Gardens Park 
this week, for a programme entitled 
‘Leadership in FOCUS.’  The three-
day programme teaches leadership 
skills and raises aspiration, self-
esteem and motivation.

SISTER ACT
Congratulations to all of 
the pupils who successfully 
auditioned for the school 
production of ‘Sister Act’. 
Rehearsals have begun and 
we look forward to sharing 
it with you on 13th and 14th

July 2021, at 6.00pm.


