16th October 2020
INTRODUCTION
“Fratelli Tutti”

This week I have been discussing Pope Francis’ encyclical
“Fratelli Tutti”. One of its main themes is the notion that we
are all one family, and St Thomas More Catholic School is
no exception to that. I consider us all very much one family
and even more so in these current times. Where people
may be feeling isolated and alone, they would welcome
someone they don’t know so well looking out for them.
As in the Parable of the Good Samaritan: Love shatters the
chains that keep us isolated and separated, in their place it
builds bridges. Love enables us to create one great family,
where we all of us can feel at home. I have reminded all
pupils this week to look out for those that need love and
treat them like your family.
As we enter the final week before half-term I would like
you to help us in reminding your child to adhere to our
COVID-19 procedures in school, which will ensure their
safety. As the days are getting colder your child will need
to wear a jacket to school, this should be plain blue or
black with no patterns or lines.
Please use the “Parents - Latest News” section of our
website to find out about any updates. I have included a
new Frequently Asked Questions document.
Please note that all pupils will be having a session on
online safety and pupil well-being next week.
God bless,
Mr Rosen
Acting Head of School

GETTING OUR BEARINGS!

At the beginning of this week,
our Year 7 geographers went
out to Woodside Park with their
OS maps and compasses to
test how Ordnance Survey are
doing at their jobs. From finding
where North is in the park,
investigating the paths, to scrutinising where trees are!
The pupils behaved extremely well and stayed with the
staﬀ at all times, making it a pleasant experience for all.
After the trip, our geographers certainly knew that their OS
maps showed what they saw on the walk around the park.
Ordnance Survey, you passed the test!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 19th October
AS/A-Level Resit Exams continue
Year 12 & Year 13 Psychology Webinar (15:30-17:00)
Tuesday, 20th October
Year 12 Mark Evison Workshop (16:15-17:15)

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Historical Icon:

ROSA PARKS

Career: Civil Rights Activist
Rosa Louise McCauley Parks (4th February
1913 - 24th October 2005) was an activist
in the Civil Rights Movement, whom the
United States Congress called “the first
lady of civil rights” and “the mother of
the freedom movement”.
On 1st December 1955, in Montgomery, Alabama, Parks
refused to obey bus driver James F. Blake’s order to give up
her seat in the “colored section” to a white passenger, after
the whites-only section was filled. Parks’ act of defiance
and the Montgomery bus boycott became important
symbols of the modern Civil Rights Movement. She became
an international icon of resistance to racial segregation.

Current Icon:

LENNY HENRY

Career: Comedian and Actor
Lenny Henry (born 1958 in Dudley,
Birmingham) has been a regular figure in
UK television since the 1980s, both as a
comedian and as an actor.
In 1985 he co-founded Comic Relief,
initially as a response to the famine in Ethiopia,
before developing the charity to “bring about positive and
lasting change in the lives of poor and disadvantaged
people” across the world. It has currently raised over 1
billion pounds for these causes.
Henry has also been an open critic of the lack of ethnic
diversity in British television and continues to promote
television based around ethnic minorities.
HEADTEACHER’S
AWARD
This week’s winners of
the Headteacher’s Award
for outstanding work in
RE are: Huugo Boateng
(9DX1, pictured), Paula
Kouame (9KL1) and
Diellza Dimitrova (9MC1).
Congratulations to all!

RE

18th

Week Beginning
October 2020:
29th Sunday of Year A:
Give to God what belongs to God:
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-21:

The Pharisees objected to Jesus because they were strict
law-abiders, rejecting anyone who did not keep to the
letter of the law. They failed to see its overall purpose and
therefore opposed Jesus in many of the things he said and
did. Many of the occasions when they objected to Jesus
were over the question of the keeping of the sabbath. In
today’s Gospel it is over the question of taxes.
The Pharisees went out of their way to trick Jesus. But
Jesus always had an answer. Here, Jesus rather cleverly
asks them to produce a coin and asked them to say whose
head was inscribed on it. It was that of Caesar. So, Jesus’
answer was to give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and
to God what belongs to God. The rules of the state can
live alongside the laws of God but God is supreme. You
can debate what might belong to Caesar, but ultimately
everything belongs to God.
Once we accept that everything belongs to God, we are
ready to take on the role of being stewards of God’s
creation. That means that we care for the earth, all that
God has created, people and the environment. All these
rules and regulations and guidelines that we are subject
to during this pandemic, are part of making sure that we
are safe, however unfair, inconvenient or mistimed we
might argue they may be. God has given us the earth and
we must care for it, make sure that it is in good shape for
future generations and that our fellow earth-dwellers are
cared for.

The funds raised build much-needed infrastructure,
from chapels and schools to orphanages, clinics and
dispensaries. Requested by local community, the support
from Mission transforms lives and creates a hub from which
the young Church can flourish and grow: spreading the
Good News of the Gospel, ministering to the faithful, and
delivering essential services in health and education.
World Mission Sunday is when we pray for the spread of
the Word throughout the world and for the wellbeing of all
in the missionary lands. We know that charities have been
badly aﬀected by the pandemic. Today is an opportunity
to put that right by our prayers and support, for missions
throughout the world. It is all part of being one united
body created by God, loved by him and invited to love one
another.

Saints of the week:

Sunday, 18th October: St. Luke, Evangelist & Gospel Writer,
Patron Saint of artists, physicians, and surgeons.
Thursday, 22nd October: St. John Paul II (the Great), Pope
Patron Saint of World Youth Day.

CREST AWARDS

The following pupils were active members of the STEM
Club last year and completed projects for “The Mayor’s
London Scientist Programme”. They have been presented
with their CREST Awards in the Year 10 and Year 11
assemblies this week. Year 10 pupils: Olivier Cieciorowski,
Andrew Knight, Michal Kuracinski, Daniel Nash, Hannah
Clifton, Tietie Ngina. Year 11 pupils: Elizabeth Osei, Elena
Tchamapi Simeni, Kimberley D’Souza, Beatriz Cattuzzo,
Beatriz (Maria) Carrion Quezada, Katelyn Noceda Pantoni,
Sofia Davila, Wojciech Kuzniak.

Prayer:

Father in heaven I give you today, all that I think, and do,
and say. Fill me with grace and make me strong, with you
at my side I won’t go wrong. Amen.

The God Who Speaks: ‘The Year of the Word’

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful.
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts
to God. (Colossians 3:15-16).

Words of the Week

World Mission Sunday 18th October 2020:

All parishes throughout the world celebrate World Mission
Sunday because it is vital to the growth of the Church and
the spread of the Gospel in predominantly impoverished
and remote areas overseas.

Monday- Conspicuous - (Adjective) - Clearly visible;
attracting notice or attention.

Honesty is the first chapter in the book of wisdom.
Don’t gain the world and lose your soul; wisdom is
better than silver or gold. Knowledge is of no value
unless you put it into practice. To acquire knowledge,
one must study; but to acquire wisdom, one must
observe. “Education is the passport to the future, for
tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it today”.
There is no substitute for hard work.

Wednesday- Palpable - (Adjective)- (Of a feeling or
atmosphere) so intense as to seem almost tangible; Able
to be touched or felt.

Thought for the Week
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Tuesday- Devolve - (Verb)- Transfer or delegate (power) to a lower level, especially from central government
to local or regional administration; Pass into (a diﬀerent
state, especially a worse one); degenerate.

Thursday- Misconstrue - (Verb) - Interpret (a person’s
words or actions) wrongly.
Friday- Precarious - (Adjective) - Not securely held or
in position; dangerously likely to fall or colLapse; Dependent on chance or uncertain.
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