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Head of School’s Address 
 
 

Dear Year 9 Student, 

 
Welcome to the options process for Year 9 students, parents, and carers. Choosing your options for GCSE is 

an important stage in your education. This is the process that allows you to think about your future goals and 

supports you to choose some of the subjects that you will study over the next two years. We know that it can 

be a difficult time and can cause anxiety because there are a lot of questions that you might have: Which 

subject is right for me? What if I do not know what I want to do in the future? Rest assured that we will help 

you to make choices about your future learning that are right for you. 

This booklet and the options process are designed to make this time less worrying for you and your parents/ 

carers.   They will help you to start making decisions about your learning and to choose subjects that suit your 

aspirations, skills, and needs. Please use all the information available to you: this booklet; advice from 

teachers; your tutors and your parents. All these people know you and may be able to suggest whether they 

think a subject would suit you as a learner. You will also explore some career choices and subjects through 

assemblies, taster sessions in some lessons, Information and Subject leaders’ presentations or through 

discussions with our career’s advisor; Mr Ruggiero. 

Wherever possible we do our best to ensure you are able to study your first choice in each of the option 

subjects. You can select your GCSE/BTEC options using the Options Form through the online google link and 

the paper copy. The deadline for submitting your completed form will be Friday 28th May 2021. The 

completed form should be given to your form tutor. Your options will be used to shape the curriculum next 

year and to help the school to advise you about your choices. 

 
 We hope that the information allows you to make the right choices that will see you well placed to succeed 

over the next two years and beyond. 

 
 
 
 

 
Mr .A. Rosen 

              Head of School 
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Key Stage 4 Curriculum 
The purpose of this guide is to inform students, parents and carers about the Key Stage 4 Curriculum offer 

at St Thomas More Catholic School. Our curriculum is designed to provide students with a breadth of study 

that enables them to pursue every pathway in the future (even if, for many, that pathway is not decided). 

To meet this aim, students in Year 10 and Year 11 study the following core subjects: 

Subject Number of hours studied per week 

English Literature and Language 5 

Mathematics 5 

Science (Combined or Separate) 4 

Humanities: Geography or History 2 

Language: French or Spanish 2 

RE 2 

Core PE  2 

 

In addition to the compulsory core subjects, you will choose 2 additional subjects from the Options Section 

in this booklet. We also require that you choose a reserve subject in case your opted course does not run, 

every effort is made to accommodate students’ first choices but sometimes this may not always be possible 

as class sizes need to be viable in order for classes to be timetabled. In the event that a student is unable to 

take their combination of subjects, they will be contacted to discuss the options available to them. 

              

Art and Design Design &Technology Media Studies Psychology 

Business Drama Music Sociology 

Btec IT* Food Nutrition and Preparation PE Btec Business* 

Btec Health and Social Care* Btec Sport* Btec Music* Computer Science 

 
Additional Subjects 

* These are vocational courses and due to their course content, they will require 10 hours of study per fortnight 

and therefore will take up two option choices. It is recommended that these courses are only taken by students 

who have decided that this is the career they aspire to follow at Post-16 as it will significantly reduce the 

number of qualifications, they are able to study. 

Types of Qualifications 

It is possible for students to achieve a Level 2 qualification in all subjects on offer at St Thomas More Catholic 

School. Many of these subjects are more traditional GCSE subjects, but we also offer BTECs, Technical 

Awards and Cambridge Nationals, all of which are of equal rigour to a GCSE and require the same high 

standards to be demonstrated in the award of a grade. GCSE subjects are graded on a 1—9 scale (please 

see next page for further guidance). BTECs, Technical Awards and Cambridge National qualifications are 

graded as Distinction*, Distinction, Merit and Pass. 
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Options Guide 
Examination, Coursework and Assessment 

GCSEs and other qualifications are assessed through examinations and coursework. This means that some 

of the schoolwork done from an early stage in Year 10 is directly assessed by your teacher and forms an 

important part of your final grade. 

Despite training in the lower school, it is a fact that many students find the organisation and pressures of 

Year 10 and Year 11 to be extremely demanding: self-directed study in your own time will become 

increasingly necessary. It is important that study facilities are available at home and that support and 

encouragement is given from the very beginning of the course. If you have concerns about this, please 

contact us so we can direct students to revision classes and homework clubs, which are all in place to ensure 

all students succeed. 

Please take the time to read the information in the following pages. You will find an outline of all the courses 

offered next year. Each course will give information about type of qualification awarded, the assessment 

process and progression routes for this subject. All of these will be helpful and informative when 

considering which subjects to choose next year. 

You should remember the following when selecting options: 

Do 

• Do choose subjects which you like or enjoy. 

• Do choose subjects at which you are successful. 

• Do choose subjects which you may need for a career or further education. 

• Do find out everything that you can about the subject before you choose it. Once you have started 

a subject we expect you to stick with it for the full two years. 

• Do talk to the people who know you best. 

• Do listen to the advice your subject teachers give you. 

Don’t 

• Don’t choose a subject just because your friend has chosen it, friendships 

may change with time but your GCSE grades will remain with you forever. 

• Don’t choose a subject just because you like, or dislike a particular teacher. 

They may not end up teaching you! 

GCSE Grades 

The guide below will help to remind you of the conversion between the old GCSE grades and the new 

number grade system.



5 | P A G E  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Course Outline / exam content 

There are 4 examined units on the English Language and Literature 
courses: 
 
English Language 
Paper 1 - Explorations in creative reading and writing (Fiction) 
Paper 2 - Modern/pre 19th Century Viewpoints and perspectives (Non 
Fiction)  
 
The overall grade of these two papers receive a GCSE English 
Language. 
 
English Literature 
Paper 1 - Pre 19TH Century text and a Shakespeare play. 
Paper 2 - Modern play and Anthology of poems/unseen poems 
 
The overall grade of these two papers receive a GCSE English 
Literature. 

What type of student succeeds at GCSE 
English? 

To succeed at GCSE you will need to be a good communicator both 
orally and in your written work. You will need to be able to analyse a 
text, using inference and analytical skills. To show your 
understanding you will need to be able to explain ideas clearly and 
logically. When responding to a reading question; you should always 
ensure answers use evidence to support your ideas. When writing 
you will need to use a wide range of vocabulary and structure to 
ensure your writing is shaped and detailed. Equally, spelling, 
punctuation and grammar are marked accordingly and added to 
your overall grade. You should also be confident in speaking and 
listening as this is a vital component of the English Language GCSE. 
 
Homework 
Students receive 3 pieces of homework a week, related to the unit 
being studied at the time. They also receive an extension piece each  
week which they should aim to complete in order to improve their 
chances of success. The more that students can be independent and 
proactive in their learning the better they will achieve. English 
requires students to have a wide range of sophisticated language 
and writing skills.  It is advised that they read a wide variety of texts 
to continually enhance their understanding of this subject 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Complementary Subjects 
English is well paired with any Art and Humanities subject such as 
History, Geography, Media, Drama, Sociology and Psychology. 
However, students have taken English in combination with science 
or business subjects, to develop more rounded skills and maintain a 
creative outlet.  
 
 
Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
By studying English, you will gain expertise in analysing, interpreting 
and evaluating a variety of different literary texts from different 
periods. During the course, your writing and analytical skills will 
develop, giving you the ability to shape a coherent critical argument 
which has textual substantiation. An A Level English course will 
require a 6 or above at GCSE English.  

Career path it could lead to? 

English is a gateway subject, it opens doors for you. If you have a 
strong grade in English, you open yourself up to a wide variety of 
careers such as: Journalism, Solicitor, Law, Research, TV Production, 
Teacher, Drama, History, Psychology, Business. 

What are the entry requirements to study at university? 

You can apply to do a degree in a wide range of subjects such as 
English, Journalism, Media and Communication Studies or Law.To 
study English at university you will need to have GCSE English Grade 
5 and above, in addition, you will most likely need A level English. 
English requires anywhere between A*AA and BCC.  

 

English Language and 
Literature  GCSE (AQA) 
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Course Outline  

Students will be expected to improve their mathematical processing 
skills during Year 9, 10 and 11 in Number, Algebra, Statistics, 
Geometry and Measures. These skills will allow them to bring 
various elements of Mathematics together to solve problems.  
 
There are opportunities to gain other GCSE alongside your maths. 
These are Statistics and Further Maths GCSE and are done in one 
year and offered to selected students only. Moreover, we are also 
offering Additional Maths (level 3) depending on your performance.  

Specification 

The exam boards: Edexcel (GCSE in Maths and GCSE in Statistics), 
AQA (GCSE in Further Maths), OCR (Additional Maths). 

Assessment 

Students are informally assessed on a variety of occasions 
throughout Year 9, 10 and 11 with topic tests and formally assessed 
with mocks exams.  
 
The Mathematics GCSE is externally assessed by 100% terminal 
examination in June of Year 11.  
 
The Statistics GCSE is 100% final exam, and this is completed in year 
9.  
 
GCSE Further Maths and Additional Maths are based on 100% final 
year exams. 

Homework 

You will receive three pieces of homework each week.   

Enrichment Opportunities and Costs 

No extra costs – except that we expect students to own a scientific 
calculator. GCSE textbook are provided for class usage.  A Revision 
Guide is given for free in Year 11.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Intervention 

We have period 6 extra lessons starting in year 10 and Saturday 
morning revision classes. Depending on your performance you might 
be asked to attend more maths’ intervention classes. We select 
students to take part in the Mathematics Challenge.  
 
Available grades: 
Higher Tier 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4 and ungraded.  
Foundation Tier 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 and ungraded. 
 

Complementary Subjects 

Maths is well paired with any of the science or social science 
subjects: Physics, Chemistry, Maths, Economics, Sociology, 
Psychology, and Business 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Depending on your results you will be able to study for an A level in 
Maths, Further Maths. For Physics and the Sciences it is also 
desirable to have achieved a good result in your Maths GCSE.  
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Just about everything! People with Maths degrees and other 
qualifications can go into: accounting, medicine, engineering, 
forensic pathology, finance, business, consultancy, teaching, IT, 
games development, scientific research, programming, civil service, 
design, construction and astrophysics to name a few… 

What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Most university courses look for at least a grade C (new grade 5) in 
Maths. All Engineering courses, Medicine, Mathematics and all 
science subjects need high grades in Maths. Maths entry 
requirements are high. Anywhere between BBB and A*A*A.  
Some universities require additional exams (STEP/MAT).  

 

Mathematics GCSE 

https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/23/Medicine-Healthcare
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/2/Engineering
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/19/Banking-Finance
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/28/IT-The-Internet
https://successatschool.org/careerzonesummary/30/Construction-Property
http://university.which.co.uk/subjects/medicine
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Curriculum Overview 

GCSE (9–1) Gateway Science specification is designed with a 
content-led approach and provides a flexible way of learning. The 
department offers two different routes through their GCSEs in the 
traditional sciences which cover a broad spectrum of scientific 
concepts. They include the GCSE and vocational courses listed 
below; Combined Science, Triple Sciences (Biology, Chemistry & 
Physics). 

Subject Content and Two Year Study 
Programme 

Year Biology Chemistry Physics 
10 Topic B1: Cell level 

systems  
Topic B2: Scaling 
up  
Topic B3: Organism 
level systems 

Topic C1: Particles  
Topic C2: 
Elements, 
compounds and 
mixtures  
Topic C3: Chemical 
reactions 

Topic P1: Matter  
Topic P2: Forces  
Topic P3: Electricity and 
magnetic 

11 Topic B4: 
Community level 
systems  
Topic B5: 
Interaction 
between systems 
Topic B6: Global 
challenges 

Topic C4: 
Predicting and 
identifying 
reactions and 
products  
Topic C5: 
Monitoring and 
controlling 
chemical reactions  
Topic C6: Global 
challenges 

Topic P4: Waves and 
radioactivity   
Topic P5: Energy  
Topic P6: Global 
challenge 

Expectations for Homework and Revision 

Students receive homework three times a week. Science is best 
learned through constant practice and repetition and students get 
plenty of opportunity to do so. Exam packs are produced containing 
every single past paper question so students will never run out of 
practice questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Exam Content 

Extra-Curricular Activities 
Revision support sessions are available. Trips to events such as 
‘Thinktank’ are organised on a regular basis. After school clubs 
include 'STEM club' and 'Science Club'. 
The science department holds a science fair in March where 
students from years 7 – 10 present projects they have been working 
on throughout the year. The Science Fair is judged by guest lecturers 
from various universities.  

Future Directions 
Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Students studying combined sciences or triple sciences can progress 
to study A level sciences. Minimum grade requirements is “66” for 
combined and “666” for triple sciences. 
Career path it could lead to? 
A level sciences are particularly valued when supporting applications 
for degree courses in subjects such as Medicine, Veterinary 
Medicine, Engineering, Environmental Science, Geography, Geology, 
Physiotherapy, and Psychology, Forensic Science, Space Sciences.  
These degree choices can lead to careers such as a pharmacist, 
analytical chemist, forensic scientist, doctor, pyro technician, nurse, 
cosmetic scientist, astronaut, engineer or a paramedic.   
 
What are the entry requirements to study sciences at 
university? 
Entry requirements are high to study a science related subject at 
university. Entry requirements range between CCC and A*A*A at A-
Level.  
 

Combined Science 
Each paper - 1 hour 10 

minutes 

Triple Science 
Each paper - 1 hour 45 
minutes 

Biology-Paper 1 
60 mark written paper 

Biology-Paper 1 
90 mark written paper 

Biology-Paper 2 
60 mark written paper 

Biology-Paper 2 
90 mark written paper 

Chemistry-Paper 1 
60 mark written paper 

Chemistry-Paper 1 
90 mark written paper 

Chemistry-Paper 2 
60 mark written paper 

Chemistry-Paper 2 
90 mark written paper 

Physics-Paper 1 
60 mark written paper 

Physics-Paper 1 
90 mark written paper 

Physics-Paper 2 
60 mark written paper 

Physics-Paper 2 
90 mark written paper 

Science GCSE 
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Course Outlines 

Long Course Short Course 
Component 1 – Study of 
Religion  
Catholic Christianity 
Content - Beliefs and 
teachings, Practices, Sources 
of Wisdom & Authority, and 
Forms of Expression and Ways 
of Life  
 
Component 2 - Study of 
Second Religion  
Judaism  
Content - Beliefs and 
teachings, Practices 
 
Component 3 - Philosophy 
and Ethics  
Content - Existence of God, 
Marriage and the family 
 

Component 1 – Study of 
Religion  
Catholic Christianity 
Content - Beliefs and 
teachings, Practices 
 
Component 2 - Study of 
Second Religion  
Judaism  
Content - Beliefs and 
teachings, Practices 

Complementary Subjects 

Due to its wide-ranging nature, RE is well paired with other 
humanities subjects such as History, Geography and English 
Literature, as well as the social sciences such as Sociology and 
Psychology.  

What type of student succeeds at GCSE RE? 

GCSE RE is a challenging and interdisciplinary course. It allows 
students to undertake an in-depth study of Catholic Christianity and 
Judaism, and encourages a critical and reflective approach to the 
study of religion. This specification allows for a greater emphasis to 
be placed on the study of one religion and brings to life the 
foundations of faith and practice. It is therefore suited for students 
who are curious about different faiths in the modern world.  

Homework 

Students receive 2 pieces of homework a week. They also receive an 
extension piece each week which they should aim to complete in 
order to improve their chances of success.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject requirements 

All GCSE RE students should be able to develop their arguments 
using sources of authority and wisdom and technical terminology. 
Students should be able to critically apply their knowledge and 
understanding.  

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level?  
Students studying Religious Education can progress to study A-level 
Philosophy and Ethics. Minimum grade requirements is a 6 in RE and 
one additional humanities subject.   
Whch career paths it could lead to?  
Due to the academic nature of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics, and 
its emphasis on essay writing and critical thinking, it is particularly 
valued when supporting applications for degree courses in subjects 
such as Politics, Sociology, Psychology, English Literature, History 
and Science. These degree choices can lead to careers in Media, the 
Arts, Psychology and Law. 
 
What are the entry requirements to study RE and philosophy at 
university?  
Entry requirements are high to study a theology or philosophical 
related subject at university. Entry requirements range between CCC 

 

RE GCSE (Edexcel) 
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Course Outline 

Paper 1: Global Geographical 
Issues 
Topic 1 – Hazardous Earth 
Topic 2 – Development Dynamics 
Topic 3 – Challenges of an 
Urbanising World 
Paper 2: UK Geographical Issues 
Topic 4 – The UK’s evolving 
physical Landscape 

Topic 5 – The UK’s Evolving 
human Landscape 
Topic 6 – Geographical 
Investigations 
Paper 3: People and 
Environment Issues 
Topic 7 – People and the 
Biosphere 
Topic 8 – Forests under Threat 
Topic 9 – Consuming Energy 
Resources 
 

The Geography GCSE consists of three components, with an exam on 
each paper at the end of Year 11. Pupils will be required to undertake 
fieldwork at both coastal and urban environments as part of the 
GCSE course. 

What type of student succeeds at Geography 
GCSE? 

Geography is a demanding but exciting GCSE. It requires pupils to be 
curious about the world around them and think critically about the 
ways in which the environment and people are interconnected. 
Along with a natural interest in current affairs, politics and 
sustainability, pupils need to have a healthy interest in our planet 
and the processes that shape the physical and human worlds. Pupils 
will also need to be motivated learners and enjoy being outdoors 
conducting fieldwork. A desire to understand the science behind 
how our planet functions and the complex inter-relationships within 
it is important. Students need to have a sound ability in reading and 
writing essays, as well as basic mathematical and map skills to 
interpret geographical sources.  

Complementary Subjects 

Geography is well paired with any of the science or social science 
subjects: History, Physics, Biology, Mathematics, Economics, 
Sociology, Psychology, and Business. 

Homework 

Students will be set one piece of homework per week. This will focus 
on developing their knowledge of the topics studied further. 
Homework provides the opportunity to develop independent 
research skills, produce extended written work and deepen their 
knowledge of the subject with revision. Pupils need to be organised 
and able to meet deadlines to succeed at this. Challenge homework 
is set each week and completing this is an important part of 
achieving the highest grades in the course. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student View 

“GCSE Geography is one of my most enjoyable subjects. It can be 
applied to many of my other subjects as it contains a very wide range 
of content, from studying the way people and populations have 
changed, to understanding the effects of natural disasters. 
Altogether, Geography is a great GCSE to choose and will be very 
useful for anyone’s future. I am looking forward to studying 
Geography at A – Level.” 
- Daniel Eseigbe, Year 11  
Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
A minimum of a Grade 6 at Geography GCSE is required in order to 
study Geography at A Level. In addition, all students must complete 
the summer holiday work if they wish to complete the course. The 
course requires a strong understanding of Grade A and A* work right 
from the outset. 
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Some graduates pursue jobs directly related to Geography, such as 
in town and transport planning, land and water management, 
environmental consultancy, development policy, tourism or 
recreation. Geography also develops skills valued in more generalist 
careers such as law, information technology (IT), business 
management, and the financial sector. 
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Whether you want to help tackle climate change and deforestation, 
or improve quality of life in growing megacities, a Geography degree 
will equip you with the skills to make a difference in the world. 
Geography, Geology and Environmental Sciences all require 
Geography. Geography is looked on favourably by courses such as 
Environmental Sciences, Engineering, as well as degrees like Law and 
Accounting. Reflecting the diversity of geographical topics, many 
universities now offer joint honours degrees, which allow students 
to study Geography together with other subjects, such as 
Economics. Entry requirements vary from CCC to AAA, depending on 
the chosen course and university. 
 

Geography GCSE (Edexcel B) 
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Course Outline  

There are 4 examined units on the GCSE History course:  
 
Unit 1 - America 1920 – 1973 : Opportunity and Inequality 
Unit 2 - Conflict and Tension between East and West 1945 -1973 
Unit 3 - Britain Power and The People c1170 – the present day 
Unit 4 - Elizabethan England c1568 – 1603 

This qualification is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their 
exams at the end of the course. GCSE History students must take 
assessments in both of the following papers in the same series: 
Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World 
Paper 2: Shaping the Nation 

What type of student succeeds at History 
GCSE? 

To succeed at GCSE you will need to be a good communicator, you 
will need to be able to look at evidence, find clues, carry out 
research and make evidence based decisions. To show your 
understanding you will need to be able to explain ideas clearly and 
logically. You should be good at writing extended answers and make 
sure that are a person who checks over their work. When writing in 
history you need to be accurate and pay close attention to detail.  

Homework  

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week, related to the unit 
being studied at the time. They also receive an extension piece each 
week which they should aim to complete in order to improve their 
chances of success. The more that students can be independent and 
proactive in their learning the better they will achieve. History 
requires students to think and reflect on a wide range of issues and 
the more books and articles they read, along with documentaries 
and lectures they watch, the better their decision making will be.  

Complementary Subjects 

History is an academic subject and as such it goes well with other 
academic subjects such as English Literature and Sociology whose 
study requires similar skills. However, the subject can be studied 
with virtually any other discipline, provided that the necessary skills 
and a willingness to develop or acquire them is present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject requirements 

All students will be expected to have shown a flair or clear 
enjoyment of history during key stage 3. The course is not easy so 
we require you to show determination, good listening ability, and 
the ability to follow instructions and meet deadlines. You will also 
need to be someone who asks lots of questions and does not take 
things at face value, you need to show detective skills to form 
arguments and offer explanations about events.  

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
A minimum of a Grade 7 at History GCSE is required in order to study 
History at A Level. In addition, all students must write an entrance 
essay based on holiday homework. All students are expected to have 
achieved at least a grade 7 in English and show strong ability to 
analyse texts if they have not studied History at GCSE.  
 
Career path it could lead to? 
History is a gateway subject, it opens doors for you. If you have a 
strong grade in history you open yourself up to a wide variety of 
careers such as Archaeology; Journalism; Solicitor, Law, Research, TV 
Production, Teacher.  
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
To study History at university you will not necessarily need to have 
GCSE history, but you will most likely need A level History. History 
entry requirements vary by establishment but usually are quite high. 
Anywhere between BBC and AAA.  

 

History GCSE (AQA) 

http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-english-literature/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-sociology/
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Course Outline  

All papers are equally weighted.  
 
Paper 1: Listening and understanding  
                45 minutes, 50 marks 
Paper 2: Speaking in Spanish/French  
                10-12 minutes plus 12 minutes preparation time, 72 marks 
Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Spanish/ French  
                1hour, 60 marks 
Paper 4: Writing in Spanish/French  
                1 hour 20 minutes, 60 marks 

What type of student succeeds at 
French/Spanish GCSE? 

Successful MFL students have a broad range of skills. They express 
their thoughts fluently and have an interest in the culture and 
identity of the countries and communities where Spanish/French is 
spoken. They also have a good knowledge of how language works.  It 
may open up possibilities if you are planning to do a year abroad as 
part of your degree 

Homework 

Students receive homework once per week. This homework may 
vary from learning vocabulary to independent research. It is 
important to constantly revise grammar and to work independently 
on the various websites used at GCSE level. There will be translation 
exercises as well as extended written pieces. At times homework 
may be to watch a clip of a video or to write a short film review. 

Complementary subjects 

Languages are universally useful. They are often chosen by students 
who are studying other humanities subjects such 
as English or History, but equally Mathematicians and scientists 
often study a language too. Any subject fits. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student View 

“I am enjoying studying languages. I am particularly enjoying the 
book I have been given as extra reading material.  I also enjoy 
learning about the culture of Spanish speaking countries and the fact  
that all lessons are conducted in Spanish. I am hoping to continue 
with Spanish at university”. 
 Jaemal Fergus, Year 13  

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
It is advisable to complete a language at GCSE level prior to 
embarking on an A Level language course. Most students will need 
at least a Level 6 at GCSE to progress to A Level French/Spanish. In 
addition, all students must sit an entrance exam based on holiday 
homework. The course requires an excellent understanding of 
grammatical concepts following on from those needed to attain a 
Grade A and A* at GCSE. 
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Teaching, Interpreting, Translating, Law. Language graduates go on 
to pursue careers in business, investment banking, medicine, law, 
the media and teaching. They have skills which set them apart from 
other graduates, enabling them to pursue a wide variety of 
occupations and opening several different career paths. 
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Although many degrees do not specify that you need a language it is 
always an advantage to have a MFL whether you are studying for a 
BA or for a BSc. An MFL A Level is favourable for any degree which 
requires essay writing. French/Spanish degrees usually require an A 
A* in the first language and a B in the second language. 

 
 

MFL GCSE (Edexcel) 

http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-english-language-and-literature/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-history/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-mathematics-further-mathematics/
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Course Outline  

GCSE Art and Design – Exam 40 % Coursework 60 %  
Pupils complete two units of coursework, one based on still life the 
other based on Identity. Pupils also complete a unit for the exam. 
The exam is 10 hours. 
 
BTEC Level 2 Art and Design – Exam 20 % Coursework 80 % 
Unit 1 - Cubism and Graphic Design  
Unit 2 - Exam unit. The exam is 10 hours long. 
Units 3 and 4 - Portraiture.  

What type of student succeeds at Art and 
Design? 

Art and Design is a demanding GCSE. It requires resilience and a 
willingness to work through problems and reflect on ones work 
independently. A love of creativity, awareness of oneself and the 
surrounding world is also essential. 

Subject Requirements at KS3 

A minimum of a Grade 4 at Art and Design at key stage 3 is required 
in order to study Art and Design at GCSE. The course requires a 
strong independent work ethic from the outset. 

Homework 

Students receive homework once a week. Art and design is best 

learned through constant development of skills.  

Student View  

“I love studying Art and Design at GCSE, but it’s really hard work, to 
create high quality work takes a long time and a lot of research and 
practise.”                                                                                 Aurora 
Hovath Year 11 

Complementary Subjects 

Subjects that can complement the study of Art could include Design 
and Technology, Media Studies and History.  English 
Literature, Sociology, Physics, Mathematics and History are endless 
resources that artists the world over have drawn upon to inspire 
their work. 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Art and Design GCSE is favourable for any A Level which requires 
creative / lateral thought. In particular; Art and Design, Fashion, 
textiles, photography and beauty courses. A minimum of a Grade 
4 at Art and Design GCSE is required in order to study Art and Design 
at A Level. 
 
Which career path could Art and design A Level lead to? 
Career paths in art and design can include becoming a Professional 
Artist, a Graphic, Web, Textiles or Fashion Designer, a Photographer 
or Architect. There is also the possibility of becoming an Illustrator, 
an exhibition curator, or working in gallery education. With good 
training, qualifications and professional skills in Art & Design the list 
of possible career routes is endless! 
 
What are the entry requirements to study art-based subjects at 
university? 
Fine Art, Art history, product design, Art therapy, Illustration, 
Photography, Fashion design, Web Design, Game Design, Interior 
Design, Art and design teacher/ lecturer and Graphic design degrees 
require an A level in Art and Design.  
Art and Design entry requirements are anywhere between A* - C. 
However, entry is heavily based on portfolio presentation and an 
interview. 

 
 

Art and Design 
GCSE 

http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-english-literature/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-english-literature/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-sociology/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-physics/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-music/
http://www.dldcollege.co.uk/dld-college-london/courses/a-levels/a-level-history/
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Course Outline  

There are two components to the GCSE Business course:  
 
Theme 1 – Business Activity, Marketing and People. 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 mins - 50% of grade. 
 
The paper is divided into two sections: Section A: 15 marks, Section 
B: 65 marks. The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, 
short-answer and extended-writing questions.  
 
Theme 2 – Operations, Finance and Influences on Business. 
Written examination: 1 hour 30 mins - 50% of grade. 
 
The paper is divided into two sections: Section A: 15 marks, Section 
B: 65 marks. The paper will consist of calculations, multiple-choice, 
short-answer and extended-writing questions. 

Topics covered during the course 

Business Activity, Marketing, People, Operations, Finance and 
Influences on Business. 
 

What type of student succeeds at GCSE 
Business? 

You will need to be a creative thinker and be able to make effective 
decisions. You will have to be able to apply knowledge and 
understanding of business concepts and issues to a variety of 
contexts in a critical way. In addition, the ability to evaluate business 
scenarios is vitally important. You will asked to demonstrate an 
understanding of business activity in order to make judgements and 
draw conclusions. It is important that class and homework tasks are 
completed to the best of the student’s ability each and every time. 

Homework 

Set once a week.  

Every homework includes a piece of extended writing and an 
extension task. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
 
If you wish to study A Level Business, A-Level Economics, then you 
will be required to study GCSE Business. Minimum of five GCSEs, 
grades A*-C including a grade 5 in Mathematics (as there is a need 
to interpret graphs and data, as well as carrying out some 
calculations) and a grade 5 in English GCSE. Additionally, all students 
must complete the holiday homework set.  
 
What Career path it could lead to? 
 
Business is known as an inter-disciplinary subject where you 
combine elements of accountancy, management science, 
economics, social psychology and law. Therefore, punctiliously 
reading a subject such as this is attractive to universities and 
employers alike. It also shows that you are knowledgeable about 
how a business works. There are many transferable skills: 
 
Entrepreneurship, Marketing, Law, Banking, Product Design, 
Technology and Computing. 

What are the entry requirements to study Business Studies at 
university? 
 
Many further education courses will look favourably upon a GCSE in 
Business because it demonstrates an ability of what it takes to make 
a business a success and understand the obstacles that prevent 
many businesses from achieving this. 

Business Studies is taught in all Universities thus the entry 
requirement ranges from DDC to AAA, depending on the institute. 

 

 

Business GCSE (OCR) 
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Course Aim  

• Understand and apply the fundamental principles 
and concepts of Computer Science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and 
data representation. 

• Analyse problems in computational terms through 
practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging 
programs. 

• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically 
and critically 

• Understand the components that make up digital 
systems, and how they communicate with one 
another and with other systems 

• Apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer 
Science. 

Course Breakdown: 
 Two written papers: 
Component 1: 1hr 30 min 
Component 2: 1hr 30min  

Component 1: 
 
 
 
 
 
Component 2: 
2.1 Algorithms. 
2.2 Programming 

fundamentals. 
2.3 Producing robust programs 
2.4 Boolean Logic. 
2.5 Programming languages and Integrated Development 
Environment (IDE) 
 
MANIPULATION TOOLS. Teaching Outline 

First Year:        Component 1. 
Second Year:   Component 2 
 
What type of student succeeds in Computer Science? 

The course is ideal for those interested in following a career in 
Computer Programming, Systems Analysis, Network Engineering or 
any other Computer Science related career path. It is suited to those 
who want to extend perhaps their interest in computers or to 
develop skills such as programming 
Complementary Subjects. 
Computer Science is beneficial for learners with a creative and 
problem-solving instinct who may be interested in Maths or Science 
and are looking for a course, which combines skills from each in a 
client and customer-driven creative sector. 

 

 

 

HOMEWORK 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week. They also receive an 
extension piece each week, which they should aim to complete to 
improve their chances of success.  
Future Directions 

WHICH A LEVELS IT WILL LEAD TO AND THE ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE A LEVEL? 

If you wish to study A-Level Computer Science or ICT related 
discipline, then this course will be very useful. A minimum of a 
Grade 6 in Math’s and English is required to study Computer 
Science.  

CAREER PATH IT COULD LEAD TO. 
Computer Programming, Systems Analysis, Network Engineering,  or 
any other Computer Science related career path, Graphic Design, 
Web Developer, Digital Media and Advertising, Engineering, 
Teaching, IT Management, Analyst, Business and Software 
Development 

WHAT ARE THE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS TO STUDY 
COMPUTER SCIENCE AT UNIVERSITY? 

Entry requirements range from CDD to AAA, with the universities 
most commonly asking for BBC. In addition to the different A 
level requirements above, you will also need at least five GCSEs (A-
C) including science, English, and Maths. Some universities require a 
Maths GCSE for computer science degrees. Computer Science entry 
requirements are a minimum of 160 UCAS points. 
 

Computer Science  

1 Systems Architecture 
1.2 Memory Storage 
1.3 Computer networks, 
connections and protocols 
1.4 Network Security 
1.5 Systems software 
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Curriculum Overview  

The new GCSE qualification is modern and relevant, so students can 
learn about contemporary technologies, materials and processes, as 
well as established practices. The new GCSE places greater emphasis 
on understanding and applying iterative design processes. Students 
will use their creativity and imagination to design and make 
prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering their 
own and others’ needs, wants and values. 
 
GCSE Design and Technology – Exam 50 %, Coursework 50 % 

What type of student succeeds on at Design 
and Technology? 

Design and Technology is suited to students who enjoy the more 
creative aspects of Design and Technology and who like working 
with a variety of materials. Students will learn about a range of 
materials, manufacturing processes, techniques and technologies 
and be able to use them, as appropriate, in the design and make 
process.  

Subject requirements at KS3 

A minimum of a Grade D at Design and Technology at key stage 3 is 
required in order to study Design and Technology at GCSE. The 
course requires a strong independent work ethic from the outset. 

Homework 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week. They also receive an 
extension piece each week which they should aim to complete in 
order to improve their chances of success.  
 
Assessment – Portfolio Work / Coursework / 
Controlled Assessment  

In all cases students will be required to produce a design and make a 
project. This is a controlled piece of assessment and should largely 
be completed within the classroom, but it is still possible for some 
pieces of work to be completed at home at the discretion of the 
subject teacher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teaching Methods 

Lessons that are practical based, where you will develop new skills 
and techniques that will help to improve your practical outcomes. 
Lessons that are theory based, focusing on the knowledge and 
understanding required to pass the terminal exams. In Design and 
Technology there is a need for regular learning and independent 
study. Guidance will be given on how to prepare for lessons and 
consolidate you own learning so that you can have the best chance 
of success. 

Future Directions 

Which A level will it lead to and what are the entry requirements 
for the A-Level? 
Design and Technology GCSE is favorable for AS and A-level Product 
Design courses. They are modern and relevant, so students can learn 
about contemporary technologies, materials and processes, as well 
as established practices. 
Students will use their creativity and imagination to design and 
make prototypes that solve real and relevant problems, considering 
their own and others’ needs, wants and values. Art or design 
technology GCSE grade 4 or above. 
 
Career path it could lead to? 
The study of this course can lead to a future career in Product 
Design, Engineering, Architecture, and Graphic Design. 
 
What are the entry requirements to study Design courses at 
university? 
Engineering, Product Design, Art and Design, Game Design, Interior 
Design, Design and Technology Teacher/ Lecturer and Graphic 
Design degrees require an A level in Product Design. Relevant 
degree subjects include, building studies, civil engineering, structural 
engineering, building control, building surveying. These degrees 
usually require five GCSEs (9-5) including science subjects, English 
and maths, plus at least two A levels.  

 

 

Design and Technology GCSE 
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Course Outline / exam content 

Component 1 - ‘Devising’- A performance is developed from a 
stimulus that is assessed by your teacher and includes the 
submission of a portfolio of evidence that documents your progress.  
 
Component 2 - ‘Performance from Text’- You perform two extracts 
from a play in small groups to an external examiner. 
 
Component 3 - ‘Theatre Makers in Practice’- A written exam taken at 
the end of the course which requires you to answer 6 questions on 
how you would rehearse and perform an extract of text and an 
evaluation of a theatre performance that you have seen.  

What type of student succeeds at Drama GCSE? 

Drama requires team-working skills, as well as self-motivation. 
Confidence and communication skills are just as important as writing 
ability. Experience in Drama is also necessary as you must be 
confident when performing in front of an audience. 

Complementary Subjects 

Drama and Theatre is well paired with any Arts and Humanities 
subject, for instance English, History, or Media. However, students 
also find it an invaluable creative subject alongside science or 
business-based subjects. 

Homework / revision 

Students receive homework every lesson: either practical rehearsal 
or written work. Outside lessons we provide the space, resources 
and guidance; you need to commit to constant rehearsal, research 
and study. 

Extra-curricular opportunities 

The current selection of activities include: Mountview Academy of 
Arts (the professional Drama School) weekly training sessions for 
selected pupils, workshops from Drama Schools including 
RADA/LAMDA/Central, the opportunity to be in termly school drama 
presentations and frequent theatre trips to the West End. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Student View  
“As a Drama student, I have been involved in school productions, 
drama competitions and theatre trips. I love growing in 
understanding of the world around me and myself as a person. 
Having the opportunity to work with Mountview Drama School and 
perform on a West End stage (Donmar Warehouse) has convinced 
me that this is the path I want to pursue.” Tayla Lohan, Year 10 
 
 
 
Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Drama and Theatre, English, Ethics, History, Sociology. A minimum 
of a Grade B in Drama GCSE and Grade 6 in English GCSE is required 
in order to study Drama and Theatre at A Level. In addition, all 
students must take an entrance audition and exam based on holiday 
homework. 
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Acting, Theatre Designing, Directing, Producing, Drama, as well as 
leading workshops. it is also relevant to roles involving presentations 
and public speaking. 
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Drama-related degrees range from Acting (at Drama Schools) to 
Theatre Studies (at Universities) to Applied Theatre (at both). They 
usually require Drama and Theatre A Level and often English too. 
Law degree students often take Drama and Theatre A Level. Drama 
entry requirements are anywhere between BCC and AAB. Some 
have an audition process. 
 

Drama GCSE 
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Course Outline / exam content 

There are two components to the GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
course:  
 
Theory – 1 hour 45 minute exam 
Section A – multiple choice  
Section B – short and longer answer questions 
 
All questions come under one of 6 subsections:  
1) Food Preparation and Skills 2) Nutrition 3) Health and Safety 4) Food 
science  
5) Food Provenance 6) Food Choices 
 
Practical   
Task 1 – food investigation – technical skill (15%) 
Task 2 – food preparation - creating a project and three final dishes which 
includes: planning, researching and demonstrating skills to meet the criteria 
of task set by the examination board. 

Teaching Outline  

Year 9 – Introduction to Food Nutrition and Preparation – Food preparation 
skills, nutrition, health and safety.  
Year 10 – Develop knowledge of food preparation skills, nutrition, health 
and safety and gain more in-depth understanding of food science, 
provenance and choice. 
Year 11 – Application of all theory knowledge and starting Food investigation 
and Preparation coursework pieces. 

What type of student succeeds at GCSE Food 
Nutrition and Preparation? 

GCSE Food Nutrition and Preparation is a practical and theoretical course. 
Students who succeed in this subject are creative in their cooking and work 
hard in lesson time and out of lesson time to develop their practical cooking 
skills. Pupils also need to accompany their practical skills with good 
understanding of human biology and the science behind cooking. Pupils need 
to complete research and case studies and know how to source their own 
products to build meals and recipes that cater to the needs of different ages 
and dietary needs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Subject Requirements 

There are no subject requirements for GCSE Food Nutrition and Preparation, 
however, all students should have basic skills in the kitchen and a basic 
understanding of food and nutrients from science.  

Complementary Subjects 

Food Nutrition and Preparation is paired well with science-based subjects, 
particularly biology.  

Homework  

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week, usually related to component 
3. They also receive an extension piece each week which they should aim to 
complete in order to improve their chances of success.  

Future Directions 

Which Further Education courses require GCSE Food? 
If you wish to start a Food Technologist apprenticeship, take on further 
education or a career in Food Nutrition and Catering, a Food Nutrition and 
Preparation GCSE is looked upon favourably.  
 
Which Further Education courses look favourably on GCSE Food Nutrition 
and Preparation? 
Many further education courses will look favourably upon a GCSE Food 
Nutrition and Preparation qualification because it demonstrates creativity 
and 
practical ability .  
 
Which careers could Food Nutrition lead to? 
Professional Chef, Nutritionist, Dietician, Caterer.  
Skills learned at GCSE Food Nutrition and Preparation are transferable to 
many different career paths and life skills.  
 

Food Nutrition and Preparation 
GCSE (Edexcel) 
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Course Outline  

Media Studies investigating the theoretical framework applied to 
different areas of the Media industry. Including; TV dramas, video 
games, film, promotion & marketing, radio, music videos, magazine, 
newspapers and online media and the production of a media 
product. 
Students will sit two written exams at the end of the course that 
represents 70% of their overall grade. There will be a non-exam 
assessment (NEA) worth 30% that students will complete in their 
final year of the course. 

Paper 1: Television and Promoting Media – 35% of total GCSE grade 
Paper 2: Music and News – 35% of total GCSE grade 
NEA: Creating Media - 30% of total GCSE grade 

Why choose Media studies? 

The GCSE Media Studies course attracts an increasingly large 
number of students every year because it makes learning 
interesting, challenging, creative and fun. Students learn about the 
role of the Media in society, as well as new technologies. Our Course 
offers:  

• Extensive and meaningful coverage of media theory and practice  
• Practical work which integrates theories and concepts  
• A choice of assignments for production and pre-production  
• The chance to study across a range of different media  
• Opportunities to learn about real media products and industries 

Technology 

Students have access to Sony HD cameras, DSLRS, iMac Computers, 
PCs and a range of industry styled editing software. 

Key Skills in Media Studies 

• Critical and analytical thinking and decision-making skills 
• Pre-production and planning skills such as; storyboarding, 

scripting, mock-ups and sketching 
• Production skills such as; filming, recording, and editing. 
• Evaluation skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complementary Subjects 

Media Studies is well paired with Drama, English, Music, Art, 
Sociology and Business Studies. 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
A-Level Media Studies, BTEC National In Creative Media and A-Level 
Film Studies can all be taken after GCSE Media Studies. A minimum 
of a Grade 5 at English GCSE is required in order to study Media 
Studies at A Level.  

Career path it could lead to? 
There are a range of Media Jobs within the media industry. These 
include: directing, producing, editing, Camera Operator, Script 
Writer as well as careers in Advertising, Film Production, TV 
Production, Teaching Media Studies and a Social Media Executive.  

What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Media degrees require A Level Media. 

Examples of courses; 

• Media Studies BA 
• Media Digital Arts and Film 
• Media and Communication 
• Contemporary Media Practices BA 
• Television Production BA 

A good degree in a creative arts subject like Film Studies can also 
develop a wide range of transferable skills including analysis, visual 
communication, problem solving, as well as communication, 
presentation and organizational skills. 

 

Media Studies GCSE 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Course Outline  

There are 3 components to the GCSE Music course:  
Component 1- Performing 
2 performances: One solo and one ensemble performance 
One piece must be linked to one of the four areas of study. 
30% of final grade. Internally assessed.  
 
Component 2- Composing 
2 compositions using Music Technology software: 1 to a set brief; 1 
free composition with a total playing time of between 3-6 minutes. 
30% of final grade. Internally assessed. 
 
Component 3- Appraising 
4 Areas of Study 
2 Set Works within each Area of Study  
40% of final grade. Externally assessed through an examination.  

Teaching Outline 

Year 10 – Performing; Composing; Musical Forms and Devices; Film 
Music 
Year 11 – Performing; Composing; Music for Ensemble; Popular 
Music  

Complementary Subjects 

Music is well paired with other creative subjects such as Media, Art 
and Drama as well as Physics and Maths if it is your intention to 
become a technician or sound engineer. 

What type of student succeeds at Music GCSE? 

GCSE Music is both a practical and theoretical course. Students who 
are learning to play an instrument will be able to do well on this 
course. Students who listen to a wide variety of music will be able to 
understand the theoretical side of the course. Students who succeed 
at GCSE Music are creative and well disciplined. They work hard and 
complete extra work in order to help improve their understanding.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homework 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week, usually related to 
component 3. They also receive an extension piece each week which 
they should aim to complete in order to improve their chances of 
success. Students should also spend at least one lunchtime a week 
working on their compositions and practice their instruments for at 
least 20 minutes a day. 

Subject Requirements 

All GCSE Music students should be able to play a musical instrument 
and should have been receiving instrumental lessons for at least 1 
year. If a student has never had instrumental lessons but shows 
good musicianship, they will still be considered.   

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
If you wish to study A Level Music will require a 9-5 at GCSE Music.    
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Musician, Music Teacher, Music Director, anything in the creative 
industry.  
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
There are two pathways to study music at further education- 
university or conservatoire. A typical offer at university would be 
AAA-AAB and a typical offer at conservatoire would be significantly 
lower (EE) with a heavy focus on performance.  
 

Music GCSE (Eduqas) 
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All pupils in Key Stage 4 do a minimum of two hours of PE per week. 
Pupils also have the option of choosing either GCSE PE or BTEC 
Extended Diploma in Sport.    
 
Winter Term – Football, Netball, Basketball, Badminton 
Spring Term – Trampolining, Volleyball, Fitness and Athletics 
Summer Term – Badminton, Cricket, Softball, Fitness, Dance 
 
GCSE Physical Education is an excellent qualification for pupils who 
wish to either take A Level PE or BTEC Sport.  
You will be required to excel in 3 different sports and complete an 
externally assessed exam.  

Course Outline  

40% - This component is made up of 3 practical sports and a written 
piece of coursework 

60% - Externally assessed exam – 2 examinations – Exam 1 -  
Anatomy & Physiology, Biomechanics, Exam 2 – health, being and 
nutrition, social issues in sport and sport psychology 

Teaching Outline 

Year 10 - Practical sports development, Anatomy and Physiology, 
Biomechanics, Analysis of performance coursework 
 
Year 11 – Practical sport assessment, Socio-cultural Issues in Sport, 
Sports psychology, nutrition and exam preparation 

Complementary Subjects 

Physical Education is well paired with any of the Science or Social 
Science Subjects: Physics, Maths, Sociology and Psychology.  

What type of student succeeds at GCSE PE? 

The students suited to this course will have an interest in sport and 
be able to perform to a high standard in 3 sports. Pupils should be 
training outside of school hours for at least one sport. Pupils will be 
willing to volunteer within the PE department to help develop sport 
in the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Homework 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week and an extension 
piece each week to improve their understanding and further their 
knowledge. Homework ranges in task from answering questions, 
creating presentations, analysing case studies and creating fact 
sheets/posters/leaflets based on their learning. 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Physical Education A Level is favourable for any degree which 
requires a sports or physiological background.  A minimum of a 
Grade 6 at PE GCSE and a minimum of Grade 5 at GCSE English & 
Science is required in order to study Physical Education at A Level.  
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Studying Sport opens up a range of career paths including becoming 
a Teacher, personal trainer, Rehab Specialist, Sports Nutritionist, and 
Sports Scientist. Degree courses PE leads to include Fitness and 
Rehab, Coaching, Sports Management, Personal Trainer, Sports 
Science.  
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
A variety of universities will accept A Level PE, Sports Science, Sports 
Management, Sports Rehab. Sports Science degree requires Physical 
Education A Level. Often Sports coaching or a pathway to teaching 
PE will also require an A Level in Physical Education.  
 
 

Physical Education GCSE 
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Course Outline 

The GCSE Psychology curriculum offers an engaging and 
comprehensive introduction to psychology. Psychology is very 
important especially because it deals with the study of the mental 
processes and behaviour at the same time. It is also applied in our 
daily lives and in many other areas. Psychology is also used to better 
understand and help those with pervasive developmental disorders. 

GCSE Psychology follows the AQA exam specification and covers the 
following topics:  

Unit 1 – Cognition 
and Behaviour 

Unit 2 – Social context and Behaviour 

1 – Memory 
2 – Perception 

3 – Development 
4 – Research 

Methods 

1 – Social Influence 
2 – Language, thought and communication 

3 – Brain and neuropsychology 
4 – Psychological problems 

. 
Each pupil will sit two exams (unit 1 and unit 2) with each paper 
consisting of 100 marks.  
 
Each pupil will receive 1 hour and 45 minutes to complete each 
paper. The specific skills assessed are: 
 
AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological 
ideas, processes and procedures. 
AO2: Apply knowledge and understanding of psychological ideas, 
processes and procedures. AO3: Analyse and evaluate psychological 
information, ideas, processes and procedures to make judgements 
and draw conclusions. 

 
What type of student succeeds at GCSE 
Psychology? 

Psychology is a challenging GCSE course, requiring a great deal of 
reading and constant practice at writing essays. It requires 
determination and resilience, as you will often have to perfect what 
is already “good” work. You need to have an interest in how our 
minds work and be willing to do some independent research. An 
interest in describing, explaining, and predicting human thought and 
behaviour are essential requirements of studying this GCSE. 

 
Homework 

Pupils receive one homework per week that consists of 40-60 
minutes of work. Psychology is best learned through continuous  
reading and writing. Text books are given out with plenty of exam 
style questions, so students never run out of practice questions, and 
have plenty of opportunity to test themselves. Pupils use a 
‘Kerboodle’ digital textbook as supportive reference to homework. 

 
 
 
 
 
Complementary Subjects 

Psychology is well paired with other subjects such as Science, 
Sociology and History.  

Subject requirements 

All students should have a strong grounding in English, Science and 
Maths. The course requires a strong understanding and ability to be 
able to work at Grade 6/7 from the outset. 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Psychology GCSE is favourable for any A Level which requires 
scientific and independent thought. In particular, Biology, Maths, 
Humanities and Sports Science courses. An A Level course will 
require 9-5 at GCSE Psychology as well as other strong results in 
English, Science and Math.  

Career path it could lead to? 
Psychotherapist, Clinical Psychologist, Occupational Psychologist, 
Social Worker, Counsellor, Educational Psychologist, Psychology 
Teacher. Skills learned at GCSE Psychology are transferable to many 
different careers.  

What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Psychology, Criminology, Applied Sport Psychology, Forensic 
Psychology and Criminal Justice, Policing Studies and Forensic 
Psychology, Psychology with Child Development, Psychology with 
Neuroscience.Many further education courses will look favourably 
upon a GCSE Psychology qualification because it demonstrates 
analytical and critical thinking. Psychology entry requirements are 
high due to the popularity of the course. Anywhere between BBC 
and A*A A 

 

Psychology GCSE 
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Course Outline 

Subject Content:  

1. The sociological approach 

2. Social structures, social processes and social issues 

3. Families 

4. Education 

5. Crime and deviance 

6. Social stratification 

7. Sociological research methods 

 

Assessments:  

PAPER 1 – The Sociology of Families and Education 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

100 marks - 50% of GCSE 

 

PAPER 2 – The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and Social 

Stratification 

Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

100 marks - 50% of GCSE 

Teaching Outline 

Year 10 – Introduction to Sociology, Family, Education and Research 
Methods 
Year 11 – Crime and Deviance, Social stratification and Research 
Methods 

What type of student succeeds at GCSE 
Sociology? 

GCSE Sociology is for students who are interested in understanding 
our society and who would like to develop their knowledge and 
understanding of norms, values and morals, which will guide them in 
their life. Sociology empowers pupils with intellectually challenging 
ideas, concepts and essential skills of critical thinking. Students who 
choose to study Sociology should be dedicated to working hard, 
willing to learn about key theorists and apply their knowledge in 
essay questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Complementary Subjects 

Sociology is well paired with a range of subjects: English, History, 
Philosophy & Ethics, Psychology, Business and Health and Social 
Care. 

Homework/Revision 

Sociology students will receive on average an hour’s homework a 
week. Homework ranges in task from answering questions, writing 
essays, creating presentations/ fact sheets and posters based on 
their learning.  

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Sociology is a demanding A Level. It requires commitment and a 
willingness to work independently. Having an interest and 
knowledge of society and politics will also benefit any student on 
this course. If you wish to study A Level Sociology or any written 
based A Level, GCSE Sociology will help you to develop the skills you 
need to succeed at A Level. A minimum of a Grade 5 at English GCSE 
is required in order to study Sociology at A Level. 

Career path it could lead to? 
Politics, Media, Law (The Criminal Justice System), Local Council, 
Civil Service, Social Work, Teaching, Youth Worker, Social 
Researcher, Journalism and many more. Skills learned at GCSE 
Sociology are transferable to many different career paths.  

What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Many further education courses will look favourably upon a GCSE 
Sociology qualification because it demonstrates literacy skills and 
the ability to evaluate and critique. Sociology will benefit you in 
terms of accessing a range of degrees. Sociology entry requirements 
vary depending on your University of choice. 

 

Sociology GCSE 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/the-sociological-approach
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/social-structures,-social-processes-and-social-issues
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/families
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/education
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/crime-and-deviance
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/social-stratification
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/gcse/sociology-8192/subject-content/sociological-research-methods
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Course Outline  

There are 3 components to the BTEC Business course:  
 
Component 1 – Exploring Enterprises (Internally set coursework) – 
30% of the overall grade. 
In this component, you will: 
 

• Examine the characteristics of enterprises. 
• Explore how market research helps enterprises meet 

customer needs and understand competitor behaviour. 
• Investigate the factors that contribute to the success of an 

enterprise. 
 
Component 2 – Planning and pitching an Enterprise Activity 
(Internally set coursework) – 30% of the overall grade. 
In this component, you will: 
 

• Explore ideas and plan for a micro-enterprise activity. 
• Pitch a micro-enterprise activity. 
• Review own pitch for a micro-enterprise activity. 

 
Component 3 – Promotion and Finance for Enterprise (External 
assessment) – 40% of the overall grade. 
In this component, you will learn about: 
 

• Promotion. 
• Financial records. 
• Financial planning and forecasting. 

What type of students succeed at BTEC 
Business? 

You will need to be a creative thinker and be able to make effective 
decisions. You will need to be able to apply knowledge and 
understanding of business concepts and issues to a variety of 
contexts in a critical way. In addition, the ability to evaluate business 
information and issues is vitally important. You will need to 
demonstrate an understanding of business activity in order to make 
judgements and draw conclusions. BTEC Business requires students 
to keep to deadlines and be punctual when handing in work. It is 
important that class and homework tasks are completed to the best 
of the student’s ability each and every time. 

Homework 

Set once a week. 

Every homework includes a piece of extended writing and an 
extension task. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
 
If you wish to study A Level Business, A-Level Economics, then you 
will be required to study GCSE Business. Minimum of five GCSEs, 
grades A*-C including a grade 5 in Mathematics (as there is a need 
to interpret graphs and data, as well as carrying out some 
calculations) and a grade 5 in English GCSE. Additionally, all students 
must complete the holiday homework set. If you wish to study BTEC 
Business in the Sixth Form then you will be required to study BTEC 
Business in years 9-11. 
 
What Career path it could lead to? 
 
Business is known as an inter-disciplinary subject where you 
combine elements of accountancy, management science, 
economics, social psychology and law. Therefore, punctiliously 
reading a subject such as this is attractive to universities and 
employers alike. It also shows that you are knowledgeable about 
how a business works. There are many transferable skills: 
 
Entrepreneurship, Marketing, Law, Banking, Product Design, 
Technology and Computing. 

 
What are the entry requirements to study Business Studies at 
university? 
 
Many further education courses will look favourably upon a GCSE in 
Business because it demonstrates an ability of what it takes to make 
a business a success and understand the obstacles that prevent 
many businesses from achieving this. 

Business Studies is taught in all Universities thus the entry 
requirement ranges from DDC to AAA, depending on the institute. 

 

Business BTEC 
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Course Outline  

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development (Internal)  
Learning Aims: 
A Understand human growth and development across life stages 
and the factors that affect it 
B Investigate how individuals deal with life events 
 
Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values (Internal)  
Learning Aims: 
A Understand the different types of health and social care services 
and barriers to accessing them 
B Demonstrate care values and review own practice 
 
Component 3: Health and Wellbeing (Synoptic/External) 
This external component builds on knowledge; understanding and 
skills acquired and developed in Components 1 and 2. Learners will 
be given a case study and will assess an individual’s health and 
wellbeing, drawing on their understanding of life events from 
Component 1. They will design a health and wellbeing improvement 
plan that draws on their knowledge of services and care values from 
Component 2. A task worth 60 marks will be completed under 
supervised conditions. 

Teaching Outline 

Year 10 
Teaching of Component 1 and complete coursework piece. Teaching 
of Component 2. 
Year 11 
Teaching of Component 2 and complete coursework piece. Teaching 
of Component 3- sit external assessment. 

What type of student succeeds at H+SC? 

BTEC H+SC requires students to be self-motivated and determined 
to work both independently and in groups. Students are required to 
write coursework and take part in role play activities to develop 
their subject knowledge. A successful H+SC student is able to make 
links across the components and apply their learning to everyday 
life. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complementary Subjects 

Health and Social Care is well paired with: English, Sociology, 
History, Geography, Philosophy & Ethics, Economics, Psychology and 
Business. 

Homework 

Students receive 1 piece of homework and an extension piece each 
week to improve their understanding and further their knowledge. 
Homework ranges in task from answering questions, creating 
presentations, analysing case studies and creating fact sheets/ 
posters/ leaflets based on their learning. 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
A minimum of a Grade 5 at English GCSE is required in order to study 
Level 3 BTEC in Health and Social Care. 
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Studying Health and Social Care opens up a range of career paths 
including becoming a nurse, midwife, doctor, physiotherapist, social 
worker, therapist, teacher, dentist or pharmacist.  
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
Health and Social Care can help you onto a wide range of university 
courses; these can range from Midwifery, to Social Work to 
Childcare degrees. Health and Social Care entry requirements vary 
depending on your university of choice. 
 

Health and Social Care BTEC 
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Course Outline  

The following 4 units are studied at BTEC Music:  
 
Unit 1- The Music Industry- Externally assessed written exam 

• Topics studied: understanding different types of 
organisations that make up the music industry and 
understanding job roles in the music industry. 

Unit 2- Managing a Music Product- Internally assessed coursework 
unit 

• Topics studied: plan, develop and deliver a music product 
like a RAP album, promote a music product and review the 
management of a music product. 

Unit 5- Introducing Music Performance- Internally assessed 
coursework unit 

• Topics studied: develop your music performance skills and 
review your own practice and use your music performance 
skills within rehearsal and performance. 
 

Unit 7- Introducing Music Sequencing- Internally assessed 
coursework unit 

• Topics studied: explore music sequencing techniques and 
use music sequencing software to create music. 

Teaching Outline 

Year 10  
The Music Industry. Managing a Music Product. 
Year 11  
The Music Industry Continued. Introducing Music Performance. 
Introducing Music Sequencing.  
 

What type of student succeeds at BTEC Music? 

BTEC Music is a very practical course. Students who are interested in 
the music industry will be able to do well on this course. Students 
who succeed at BTEC Music are creative and well disciplined. They 
work hard and complete extra work in order to help improve their 
understanding.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Complementary Subjects 

Music is well paired with other creative subjects such as Media, Art 
and Drama.  

Homework 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week. They also receive an 
extension piece each week, which they should aim to complete in 
order to improve their chances of success.   

Future Directions 

Which Further Education courses require BTEC Music? 
If you wish to study A Level Music Technology then you will need a 
BTEC in Music. BTEC Level 3 Music courses will also require this.   
 
Which Further Education courses look favourably on BTEC Music? 
Many further education courses will look favourably upon a BTEC 
Music qualification because it demonstrates creativity and discipline.  
 
What are the entry requirements to study Music at further 
education level? 
An A Level or BTEC Music/Music Technology course will require a 
BTEC Music qualification.  
 
Which careers could BTEC Music lead to? 
Sound engineer, recording engineer, roadie, music technologist.  
Skills learned at BTEC Music are transferable to many different 
career paths.  

 

Music BTEC 
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This Level 2 BTEC in Sport – Fitness industry is an ideal qualification 
for anyone looking to enter the sport industry. It will enable you to 
obtain an external leadership qualification  
and understand how to plan training programs and analyse 
performance. 

Course Outline  

Learners are required to complete and achieve all three components 
in the qualification 
 
Component 1 – Understand the Body and the Supporting 
Technology for Sport and Activity (Internal unit) 
 
Component 2 – The Principles of Training, Nutrition and Psychology 
for Sport and Activity (external unit) 
 
Component 3 – Applying the Principles of Sport and Activity 
(Internal Synoptic) 
 

Teaching Outline 

 
Year 10 – Understand the Body and the Supporting Technology for 
Sport and Activity,  
Applying the Principles of Sport and Activity  
 
Year 11 – Anatomy & Physiology – external exam 
What type of student succeeds at BTEC Sport – 
Fitness Industry? 

The students suited to this course will have an interest in sport and 
wish to obtain coaching qualifications. Pupils will be willing to 
volunteer within the PE department to help develop sport in the 
school.  

Complementary Subjects 

BTEC Sport – is closely linked with science   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Homework 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week and an extension 
piece each week to improve their understanding and further their 
knowledge. Homework ranges in task from answering questions, 
creating presentations, analysing case studies and creating fact 
sheets/ posters/ leaflets based on their learning. 

Future Directions 

Which A levels it will lead to and the entry requirements for the A 
level? 
Physical Education A Level is favourable for any degree which 
requires a sports or physiological background. To study BTEC level 3 
Personal Training and Fitness you will need to obtain at least a Merit 
at Level 2.  
 
Career path it could lead to? 
Studying Sport opens up a range of career paths including becoming 
a Teacher, personal trainer, Rehab Specialist, Sports Nutritionist, and 
Sports Scientist. Degree courses PE leads to include Fitness and 
Rehab, Coaching, Sports Management, Personal Trainer, Sports 
Science.  
 
What are the entry requirements to study at university? 
This qualification could lead to a degree course in Fitness and Rehab, 
Coaching, Sports Management, Personal Trainer. A variety of 
universities will accept BTEC Level 2 and 3 Sport – Fitness. Sports 
Science degree requires Physical Education A Level. Often Sports 
coaching or a pathway to teaching PE will also require an A Level in 
Physical Education.  
 
 

Sport – Fitness Industry BTEC 
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Course Aim  

The BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information Technology is a 
digital qualification that gives students a real insight into the 
modern fundamentals of IT. The course is ideal for learners 
pursuing a career in IT who wish to gain a broad taste of 
digital skills and learn content such as User Interface design, 
Cyber Security, Excel and more. Students can progress to 
further education qualifications such as BTEC Level 3 
Nationals or A levels.  
The course is comprised of three components: two that are 
internally assessed 30% each of the total course and one that 
is externally assessed. Exploring User Interface Design 
Principles and Project Planning Techniques counts for 40% of 
the qualification.  
Component 1- Exploring User Interface Design Principles and        
                           Project Planning Techniques. 
 During Component 1, you will:  
• explore user interface design and development principles  
• investigate how to use project-planning techniques to   

   manage a digital project 
 • discover how to develop and review a digital user interface. 
Component 2- Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data.  
During Component 2, you will:  
• explore how data impacts individuals and organisations  
• conclude and make recommendations on data intelligence  
• develop a dashboard using data. 
Component 3- Effective Digital Working Practices. 
 During Component 3 you will:  
• explore how modern information technology is evolving  
• consider legal and ethical issues in data and information 
sharing  
• understand what cybersecurity is and how to safeguard 
against it 

MANIPULATION TOOLS. Teaching Outline 

First Year: Multimedia t and Spreadsheet Projects. 
Second Year – Component 3- Effective Digital Working Practices 
 ( Exam Unit) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What type of student succeeds in the Digital Technology 
course? 

The course is ideal for learners pursuing a career in IT who wish to 
gain a broad taste of digital skills and learn content such as User 
Interface design, Cyber Security, Excel and more. 
Digital Technology courses provide many opportunities for students 
to use their design skills and their artistic flair.  
Complementary Subjects 

DTIT is beneficial for learners with a creative instinct who may be 
interested in Art or D&T and are looking for a course, which 
combines skills from each in a client and customer-driven creative 
sector. 

HOMEWORK 

Students receive 1 piece of homework a week. They also receive an 
extension piece each week, which they should aim to complete to 
improve their chances of success.  
 
Future Directions 
Which A levels it will lead to and the entry 
requirements for the A level IT? 
If you wish to study A Level or BTEC Level 3 in any ICT related 
discipline, then this course will be very useful. The same is also true 
for Apprenticeship courses and Creative Media. A minimum of a 
Grade 5 in Math’s and English is required to study ICT at BTEC.  
Career path it could lead to: 
Graphic Design, Web Developer, Digital Media and Advertising as 
well as Engineering, Teaching, Computer Science, IT Management, 
Analyst, Business and Software Development, among many others. 
What are the entry requirements to study ICT at 
university? 
There are wide ranges of courses that will require an ICT BTEC. ICT 
System degree, Computer Networks, and Graphics as well as many 
others. ICT A Level is favorable for any degree, which requires logical 
thought and problem solving tasks. ICT Entry requirements are a 
minimum of 280 UCAS points DMM National BTEC.  

 

Certificate in Digital Technology 
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