10 March 2017
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 13 March 2017
• Mock Exams’ Week
• Science Week
Tuesday, 14 March 2017
• Keats Performance Dress Rehearsal at Keats’ House
• Urban Farm Visit For Year 7 Pupils
Wednesday, 15 March 2017
• The Big Bang Fair
• Youth Club (15:15-17:15)
Thursday, 16 March 2017
• AS Drama and Theatre Performance of ‘Road’ (16:1517:15)
• Science Fair (17:00-18:30)
Friday, 17 March 2017
• Pupils’ Visit to Wood Green Library
• Drop Down Half Day (13:30-15:10)
• PTA Quiz Night (19:00-21:00)
INTRODUCTION
This week has seen some great successes and experiences
for our pupils. Our KS3 and KS4 girls’ dance groups
attended a regional competition and won! The girls
will now go on to compete in the national levels of the
competition. Well done and good luck to them.
On Wednesday night, our outstanding choir was invited to
perform on stage at Wembley Arena as part of the Voice
in a Million Concert. Their performance was excellent with
many positive comments from the organisers and those
who came along to watch. In May the choir will be going
on tour in Holland. Well done to all involved.
Also on Wednesday, the Year 9 pupils went to the Globe
Theatre. The weather was not very kind but again,
members of the public commented to the teachers
accompanying the pupils on how excellently behaved the
pupils were, their polite manners and maturity, both whilst
travelling on the tube and at the theatre. Well done to all
the Year 9 pupils.
KEATS’ HOUSE
Pupils from Years 8, 9 and 10 have been working hard
creating performances for “Keats’ Writ in Water”. The
performances are taking place at Keats’ House on
Saturday, 18 March, 11am, 12.30pm, 2.30pm and 4pm.
Tickets are free and you can book online at https://
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/writ-in-water-omg-keatstickets-31719277212. Please see Miss Gibb in the Drama
Department for more details.

CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITION
To celebrate World Book Week, our Year 7 and 8 pupils
took part in a creative writing competition. Pupils were
asked to write the opening chapter to our guest author,
Lindsey Barraclough’s, latest spooky novel ‘Long Lankin’.
We asked Ms Barraclough to judge the entries and after
what she admitted was an extremely difﬁcult decision, Ms
Barraclough awarded the following pupils as the winners:
Year 7 - 1st Anabela Henrique Santos; 2nd Hannah
Yew; 3rd Abena Serwaa-Achiaa. Year 8 - 1st Chloe
Quilliec; 2nd Agnieszka Jaworska; 3rd Marian McDonnell.
The runners up all received book vouchers and the
two winners each received a signed copy of Lindsey
Barraclough’s novel ‘The Mark of Cain’ and an Amazon Fire
tablet so they can download all their treasured books onto
one device.
VOICE IN A MILLION CONCERT
On Wednesday, 8 March, the St Thomas More School Choir
made its debut appearance on the Wembley Arena stage
performing ‘The Colour Purple’.
The pupils gave a phenomenal performance and were
received with huge applause and cheers from the crowd.
One of the organisers commented that the St Thomas
More Catholic School Choir was one of the best school
choirs to ever take the stage at a VIAM event! Their
behaviour was exceptional! Well done to all involved.

TOMMY AWARDS
Last week, the school held its eighth Annual Tommy
Awards. The awards showcase our students’ work in
media, drama and
music to parents, staff
and guests. This year
we were honoured
with three special
guests; Leon Mann,
a sport journalist
broadcaster; Lisa
Wilkinson from
Jacksons Lane
and past student
and ex-Head Boy
Lemar Barrett who
entertained and
inspired us with his
animation and spoken
word performance.
The night was
complete with our red
carpet, the coveted Tommy Award trophies and of course
the chance to see the winners’ works in full. The evening
highlighted achievements from pupils in Year 9 to Sixth
Form students, with award categories such as Best Music
Video, Best Composition and Best Actors.
Thank you to the staff and parents who joined together
with some great applause to support our students and
celebrate their successes and congratulations to all the
winners!

NUMBER DAY
Earlier in the term, the school took part in National
Number day, as organised by the maths department. Year
7 pupils worked hard collecting sponsorship to compete in
the different puzzles and activities which made up the day.
The grand total raised this year is £450! Well done to
pupils and thank you to staff, family and friends who
sponsored pupils. All money raised will go toward the
National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
(NSPCC).
The school has been supporting Number Day for four years
and during that time, has raised over £1000 for the NSPCC,
a charity which supports children in need.

Thought for the Week
“Success is a science;
if you have the conditions, you get the result.”
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RE DEPARTMENT
1st Sunday of Lent (A)
We battle with temptation constantly – temptations to do
wrong but also temptations not to bother to do some good
act. The more we reﬂect on the ways that Jesus overcame
his temptations, as laid out in this week’s Gospel, the
stronger we will be to resist the devil leading us to do
wrong and leading us away from doing what is right and
good. Lent is a good time to perform acts of kindness and
generosity, our response to all that the Lord does for us.
Prayer
Grant, almighty God, through the yearly observances
of holy Lent, that we may grow in understanding of the
riches hidden in Christ and by worthy conduct pursue their
effects. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever.
Amen

GLOBE THEATRE
After the success of last week’s Year 10 trip to The Globe
Theatre, the English Department braved the wind and rain
and this week took the entire cohort of Year 9 to watch
Shakespeare’s “The Taming of the Shrew.” Once again the
pupils thoroughly enjoyed themselves, joining in with the
actors and the sense of fun that emanated from the stage.
Both trips have been a worthwhile experience for the
pupils and as always they behaved impeccably eliciting
compliments and praise from the public.

Science Words of the Week
Monday: Placebo: (Noun) A substance with no medical
effect that is given either to patients or individuals
involved in a drug trial. A measure designed merely to
humour or placate someone.
Tuesday: Inertia: (Noun) The resistance of any physical
object to any change in its state of motion. A tendency
to do nothing or to remain unchanged.
Wednesday: Inert: (Adjective): Chemically inactive.
Lacking the ability or strength to move.
Thursday: Organic: (Noun/Adjective): 1. Describing
chemicals that contain carbon. Relating to or derived
from living matter.
2. Describing produce that has been grown without the
use of artiﬁcial chemicals, pesticides or fertilizers.
Friday: Momentum: (Noun) The quantity of motion of
a moving body, measured as a product of its mass and
velocity. The impetus gained by a moving object.
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