16 December 2016
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 19 December 2016
• Keats’ Project with Jackson Lane (15:10-17:10)
Tuesday, 20 December 2016
• Pupils’ Christmas Lunch
• Sixth Form Parents’ Evening (16:00-18:00)
Wednesday, 21 December 2016
• Prefect Dinner (16:20 onwards)
• Parents’ Carol Service (18:00-19:00)
Thursday, 22 December 2016
• Whole School Carol Service (11:00-12:00)
• End of Term

INTRODUCTION
Yesterday afternoon, we were pleased to welcome over
70 local senior citizens for our Christmas Afternoon Tea
Party. It was a lovely occasion. Our guests were not only
treated to soup, sandwiches and a selection of cakes but
also to performances from our school choir. The afternoon
was rounded up with guest joining the choir in singing
a number of carols. Our thanks go to all the pupils who
were marvellous ambassadors for the school as always,
along with the RE and Music Department and the school
canteen for their organisation and hard work.
Pupils in Year 10 and 11 will be issued with mock
examination timetables and revision topics to revise over
the Christmas break. Sixth Form students will be issued
with their timetables and topics during their Sixth Form
parents’ evening next Tuesday, 20 December.
Next Wednesday evening the school will be holding its
Parents’ Carol Service at 6.00 pm. We encourage as many
as parents as possible to join us to start off the Christmas
festivities. The service will be followed by refreshments of
mince pies, mulled wine and lots of chocolate.
This is the last parents’ newsletter before Christmas. The
Christmas Glendalian will be given to pupils next week please ask them for it.
All at St Thomas More would like to wish you all a very
merry and holy Christmas and look forward to seeing all
the children back safe and sound on Monday, 9 January
2017 at 8.50 am.

PARKING CARS/DROPPING OFF PUPILS
Parents should to be aware we have asked Haringey
Parking enforcement to issue enforcement ﬁnes to any
cars stopping outside the school. Haringey have now
placed a clear sign to this effect outside the school.
We will also the taking registration numbers and if
necessary, photos to aid this.
The issue with people parking outside the school is a
real safety concern for our pupils. For the safety of
pupils, please park/drop off children away from the front
of the school.
DANCE
Pupils in Years 9 and 10 spent hours rehearsing and
choreographing their own contemporary dance in order to
compete against all other Haringey schools, at Heartlands
School, this week in the Haringey School Games Dance
The girls brought home the trophy, beating every school in
the borough. Mr Omojudi, who took the girls to their dance
competition said how fantastic the arrangement of the
dance was and how well thought out the choreography,
the costumes and the performance were.
The girls will now represent Haringey in the London Youth
Games Dance Championship next year on 8 March at the
famous Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park.
Congratulations to Tei-Ann Miller, Estelle Darkwa, Ayarna
Witter-Morgan, Chairra Cabus, Isobel Awaah Duah, Klaudia
Moczulska and Julia Legowiah.

RE DEPARTMENT
3rd Sunday of Advent
As Christmas draws near, the Church emphasises the joy
which should be in our hearts over all that the birth of our
Saviour means for us. The oft-repeated Veni (“Come”) of
Advent is an echo not only of the prophets but also of the
conclusion of the Apocalypse of St. John, “Come, Lord
Jesus,” the last words of the New Testament.
Today is known as Gaudete Sunday. The term Gaudete
refers to the ﬁrst word of the Entrance Antiphon, “Rejoice”.
Rose vestments are worn to emphasise our joy that
Christmas is near, and we also light the rose candle on our
Advent wreath.
Prayer
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast
of the Lord’s Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys
of so great a salvation and to celebrate them always with
solemn worship and glad rejoicing. Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, you Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity
of the Holy spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
SENIOR CITIZENS CHRISTMAS PARTY
Our senior citizens Christmas afternoon tea party was a
shining example of the connection between our school
and the wider community. Senior Citizens from the local
community and Catholic Churches joined us at the school
for an afternoon of festive entertainment of Christmas
carols sung by the School Choir. A Christmas card was also
presented to each guest at the end of the afternoon, they
all had fun and cannot wait for next year.

VOLUNTARY MASS
We did not have room to breathe in our last voluntary mass
of the year! One hundred and ten pupils and staff attended
the end of the year mass. We hope that this will continue
next year, because the pupils are enjoying the mass and
the chance to have a reﬂection before the start of the day.

LUNCHTIME RECITALS
Over the past week, the Music Department has been
holding lunchtime recitals in voice, piano and guitar.
Recitals have been very popular with many pupils and
members of staff attending to watch and support the
performers.

A Year 7 student said, “It was a wonderful day and really
lifted the Christmas spirit of everyone at the party. The
guests clearly had a great time and it was such a rewarding
opportunity to be able to contribute something back into
the local community”.

Words of the Week
Monday: Sumptuous (Adjective) - splendid and
expensive-looking: lavish, luxurious, deluxe, opulent or
magniﬁcent.
Tuesday: Ambit (Noun) – the full scope or extent.
Limits, boundary, or circumference.
Wednesday: Integrity (Noun) - the quality of being
honest and having strong moral principles.

Thought for the Week
“We
e must always ﬁnd time to stop and thank the people
who make a difference in our lives”.

Tel: 020 8888 7122

Thursday: Auspicious (Adjective) – conducive to
success; promising success; propitious; opportune;
favourable.
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