08 September 2017
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Tuesday, 12 September 2017
•
Year 11 Up the Ante Evening (16:30-17:30)
Thursday, 14 September 2017
•
Year 13 IU Support with Personal Statements
•
School Photographer
Friday, 15 September 2017
•
Year 13 IU Support with Personal Statements

INTRODUCTION
Welcome back to all. We hope everyone had a good
summer break. We particularly welcome parents of our
new Year 7 pupils. As you will see later in the newsletter,
those pupils who sat exams in the summer term did very
well in both KS4 and KS5 courses. Well done to all pupils
and staff for their dedication and hard work.

EXAMINATION RESULTS 2017
Once again, GCSE pupils and A Level students performed
extremely well in their exams. A number of pupils
achieved fantastic results, noticeably Maja Maciurzynska,
Ismaeel Rujbally and Anahy Mercado Zambrana in Year 11.
Maja attained Grade 9 for maths, 2 8s for English along
with 5 A*s and 5 As; Ismaeel was rewarded with Grade 9
for maths along with an A* and 4 As; and Anahy achieved
Grade 9 for Maths, 7 and 8 for English along with 5A*s and
3As.
In the Sixth Form, top performers included Omar Graoui
and Abida Khanom. Omar achieved an A in Arabic, A in
business, and a B psychology, whilst Abida attained and A*
in biology, and A in chemistry, and an A in mathematics.
Well done to pupils and students for their hard work and
congratulations on achieving such great results.

The school has had a great start with new Year 7 pupils’
ﬁrst day on Wednesday. We held our ﬁrst mass of the year
with Year 7, and those parents who were able to attend.
Each year group will have a mass over the next few weeks
with concelebrant, Fr Christian, from our local parish St
Paul’s.
All pupils have been back at school since Thursday. Sixth
form students had their induction day also on Thursday.
Sixth formers will start lessons on Monday.
We would like to remind parents to ensure their child’s
lunch account has been topped up with money. This can
be done online via ParentPay, by using the Pay Point card
at any pay point shop or by giving pupils the money to load
on their account by using the machines at school. If you
are having any issues with your child’s account or require
more information, please email:
ﬁnance@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk

Maja Maciurzynska, Ismaeel Rujbally and
Anahy Mercado Zambrana

Unfortunately, during the summer break, a number of our
school community suffered bereavements. Please keep the
families of all those who have died in your thoughts and
prayers.

Omar Graoui and Abida Khanom

DUKE OF EDINBURGH TRIP
In July, the Year 10 Duke of Edinburgh group packed their
bags and headed into Epping Forest for their practise
expedition. After carefully making their way through a
series of ﬁelds, they set out on a two day trip where they
put their map reading, navigation skills and perseverance
to the test.
The smiles did begin to wane a little towards the end of
the ﬁrst day, as the reality of a walking expedition had
started to set in, however once camp was set up and the
campﬁre was lit, the group relaxed and had an enjoyable
evening. Day Two involved the pupils making their way to
checkpoints with only remote supervision and, although
one group took a wrong turn and found themselves a little
lost, everyone made it back in time to enjoy some lunch
and a few cakes at the local summer fair!
A big congratulations to all pupils and staff involved!

REFLECTION FROM THE RE DEPARTMENT
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 – 22nd Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Whoever wishes to come
after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow
me.” There it is – the cost of discipleship in one line. Make
no mistake, the cost is high. Jesus never promised us that
if we followed him life would be wonderful. He never said
that we would always be healthy; that we would always
have enough money; that we would always be happy; that
we would never experience pain, or suffering, or loss. No,
He never said that.
What He said is that if we want to follow Him, it will cost
us our whole lives. We will be asked to endure whatever
life has in store for us and bear it in the name of Jesus. We
will be called to love even when it hurts, to sacriﬁce even
when it feels we don’t have enough, and to trust in God
even when He seems to be missing. What He does promise
us is that if we do deny ourselves, if we do carry our cross,
if we do follow Him, we will have eternal life. The cost is
worth it.
Reﬂection
Do all things through his own glorious power. Seek the
Lord, rely on His strength, pray for His wisdom, know His
will and act according to it. This is what it means to act
from His own glorious power because we are one with the
Lord in mind, heart and soul.
Prayer
God of might, giver of every good gift, put into our hearts
the love of your name, so that, by deepening our sense
of reverence, you may nurture in us what is good and, by
your watchful care, keep safe what you have nurtured.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for
eve and ever.
Amen

Words of the Week
Monday: Quaint (Adjective) - Attractively unusual or
old-fashioned.
Tuesday: Anathema (Noun) – Something or someone
that one strongly dislikes.
Wednesday: Benefactor (Noun) - A person who gives
money or other help to a person or cause.

Thought for the Week
The capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is a skill;
the willingness to learn is a choice. It does not matter how
slow you go as long as you do not stop. It may not be easy,
but it will be worth it in the long run.
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Thursday: Superﬂuous (Adjective) – Being more than
enough/unnecessary/extravagant
Friday: Speculate (Verb) – To form a theory or opinion
about a subject without ﬁrm evidence.
Invest in certain ventures in the hope of gain, but with
the risk of loss.
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