18 November 2016
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday, 21 November 2016
• Year 11 Life Matters
Tuesday, 22 November 2016
• CAFOD Assembly for Year 9 (08:50-09:10)
• Prizegiving Ceremony (19:00-21:00)
Wednesday, 23 November 2016
• Years 9 and 10 GCSE Music Trip to Royal Festival Hall
• Sixth Form School Drive Stay Workshop (12:3013:30)

BARCLAYS ‘IT GIRLS ALLOWED’
Ten Year 8 girls were chosen to represent St Thomas More
this week at the Barclays ‘IT Girls Allowed’ event in Canary
Wharf. The event aims to inspire the next generation of
Computer Scientists and give more girls the opportunity
to take part in a career they may not have thought about
before.

Thursday, 24 November 2016
• Sixth Form Drama Students’ Trip to see King Lear at
The Old Vic, (17:30-22:00)

Pupils developed their skills in cryptography, innovation
and robotics through a series of challenges and our very
own Mannab Berhanu’s entry was chosen from six other
schools as the winner of the “Designing the Future” task.
Mannab was awarded with a brand new tablet computer
whilst runner-up also went to St Thomas More’s Miriam
Vyas for her Tsunami prevention invention.

Friday, 25 November 2016
• Year 11 Life Matters Workshop (09:10-10:10)
• A2 Media Study Day at The BFI (10:30-15:30)

Christina Mikeli said, “I thought it was a great opportunity
to team up with our classmates and learn about Computer
Science from the Banking sector”.

INTRODUCTION
This week was Anti-Bullying Week. The pupils have been
involved in activities and competitions to highlight the
issues and hurt that bullying can cause. Thank you to
all the pupils who entered the poster competition. The
winning poster will be printed and displayed in the school
to help raise awareness of and stop bullying.
One area which has become more of a societal issue in
regards to bullying is the use of social media. All Year 7
pupils had an e-safety presentation this week about how
to use the internet safely and responsibly. Parents are
reminded of the need to monitor their children’s online
activity.
Thank you to those parents who were able to attend the
Year 7 Parents’ Forum on Monday evening. The feedback
was very positive with a number of ideas of how to make
St Thomas More Catholic School even better. Comments,
ideas and suggestions are always welcomed - please email
parents@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk with any suggestions.
On Tuesday, we held out Sixth Form Open Evening which
was attended by all Year 11 pupils and some of their
parents, along with some prospective external pupils from
other schoola. We would encourage applications to the
Sixth Form as soon as possible so interviews can begin to
take place.
Next Tuesday is our Annual Prize Giving Ceremony. Pupils
who are receiving awards have been issued with a letter.
Tickets for guests should be collected from Miss Adams in
the Headteacher’s Ofﬁce.

The next IT trip will take place in January 2017 when
Years 9 and 10 girls will be invited to visit the Google
Headquarters in London and learn the magic behind
Computer Science.

LOST PROPERTY
There is a very large number of winter coats in lost
property. Any pupil who has lost a coat in school should
see Ms Evans in Pupil Reception to see if it has been
handed into lost property.
RE DEPARTMENT
33rd Sunday Of Year C
The disciples of Jesus were concerned about the future.
Jesus had told them. “The time is near at hand” and “the
end is not so soon”. He was preparing them for his second
coming, but we are still waiting. At the same time, we must
always be ready. What Jesus did predict was that there
would be famines, wars, earthquakes and plagues.
He prepared them for these disasters but promised he
would be with them. For ourselves, we can be conﬁdent
that Jesus will remain with us through all our trials and as
Jesus says, endurance will win us our lives.

URBAN SCHOLARS
Our Urban Scholars had a double win this week; the
Year 11 cohort was awarded £40 each as a reward for
coming second in a competition presenting their ideas on
Social Media Policy for the school. They also came ﬁrst
for a pitch they developed on a ﬁlm they called ‘Journey’
about three children’s journeys to this country. They were
congratulated on their presentation and teamwork.
The Year 12 cohort experienced motivating sessions on
Personal Statements and Linguistics used in Forensic
examinations.

Prayer
Grant us, we pray, O Lord our God, the constant gladness
of being devoted to you, for it is full and lasting happiness
to serve with constancy the author of all that is good.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for
ever and ever.
Amen
Christmas Donation
Every year we make it our charitable duty to offer help and
support to the charities that we support here at St Thomas
More School. This year we are supporting three charities;
The Catholic Children’s Society, The Cardinal Hume Society
and Mary’s Meals. We are asking for dry goods or a small
donations to support those that are in need, both at home
and in other countries. Your gifts help defray the costs
the Diocese bears in fulﬁlling its lifetime commitment to
helping those in need.

Words of the Week
Monday: Contemporary (adjective) – this means
living or occurring at the same time or something
belonging to or occurring in the present or
Contemporary (noun) – a person or thing living at the
same time as another.

Many thanks for your continued support.
GLENDALIAN PUPIL ARTICLES
For this term’s Christmas edition of The Glendalian, we
would like to include articles written by pupils. Pupils
can write a short article on a topic they feel passionate
about, the theme of Christmas or perhaps a personal
experience they would like to share - it is up to them!
Pupils should give their articles to form tutors. The best
articles, as chosen by The Glendalian editorial team, will
be published in the Christmas edition.

Thought for the Week
“When
hen you practice gratefulness, there is a sense of respe
respect
towards others”.
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Tuesday: Plagiarise (verb) – this means to take (the
work or an idea of someone else) and pass it off as
one’s own
Wednesday: Whimsical (adjective) – this means
playfully quaint or fanciful, especially in an appealing
and amusing way.
Thursday: Mitigate (verb) – this means to make
(something bad) less severe, serious, or painful/Lesson
the gravity of (an offence or mistake).
Friday: Complement (noun) - this means a thing that
contributes extra features to something else in such a
way as to improve or emphasise its quality/a number or
quantity of something, especially that required to make
a group complete.
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