
8th January 2021
INTRODUCTION
Dear Parents/Carers,
Happy New Year! I hope that you were able to enjoy the 
Christmas break and that you and your families are safe 
and well.

In Pope Francis’ homily at the start of the year he urged 
us to create a ‘culture of care’.  “This year, while we hope 
for new beginnings and new cures, let us not neglect care. 
Together with a vaccine for our bodies, we need a vaccine 
for our hearts. That vaccine is care. This will be a good 
year if we take care of others, as Our Lady does with us.” 
The start of this year has been an extremely challenging 
one in which the school has had to adapt to the many 
changes very quickly. I can only thank you all for your 
support in these times.

I feel that we have been ahead of the game this week 
in terms of our online provision. Our staff  have been 
completely prepared to deliver online lessons and provide 
work for your children. This is an extremely important time 
for your child to keep up with their education and I ask for 
your support in ensuring that they are online at the correct 
time and engaging in the lesson. (Letters and timetables 
are on the website under the ‘Parents-Latest News, Letters 
Home’ tab). Each pupil should have on average 3 lessons 
per day along with work that has been set. Therefore a 
minimum of 5 hours per day should be set aside for online 
work and studying.

I would like to use this newsletter as an information sheet 
to enable you and your child to access the online learning 
and support the school has on off er.

Our main communication with you all will be through email 
and our website on the ‘Parents-Latest News’ tab. The 
following emails should be used to contact us:

parents@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk for any 
communication you would like to have with the school.

it@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk for IT and Microsoft Teams 
related communication you need to have e.g. issues with 
log ins and other technical issues.

God bless, 
Alex Rosen, Acting Head of School

CHRISTMAS BAKING
The Year 9s made some Christmas desserts at home for 
Food Tech.  So good!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Monday 11th January
Year 8 Parents’ Forum (17:30-18:30)

SAFEGUARDING
During this diffi  cult time we understand pupils may feel 
low, uncomfortable and/or unmotivated. We ask that if 
you have any concerns regarding your child to please 
contact your GP, contact the school via the e-mail address 
below, speak to a member of staff  or use the online free 
counselling services at Kooth. The contact details are:

feelingsafe@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk This is an email 
address that pupils can use to share concerns that they 
may have.

www.kooth.com Kooth off ers free and confi dential online 
support for 11 to 18 year olds.  12pm to 10pm Monday to 
Friday and 6am to 10pm Saturday and Sunday.

CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Pupils were able to watch 
a recorded version of our 
traditional Christmas Carol 
Service from their classrooms, 
including carols from the choir, 
on 17th December.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD
At the beginning of the year a number of Year 9 students 
were enrolled to begin working towards their Duke of 
Edinburgh Award. The good news is that lockdown won’t 
stop them from achieving their goals and the award is a 
great way to keep motivated and active during this diffi  cult 
time. Students who successfully applied will be invited to 
a recurring meeting to discuss these plans on Microsoft 
Teams, beginning next Thursday at 3.20pm.
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Words of the Week

The capacity to learn is a gift; the ability to learn is a skill; 
the willingness to learn is a choice. It does not matter how 

slow you go as long as you do not stop. It may not be 
easy, but it will be worth it in the long run.

Thought for the Week

RE
Week Beginning 10th January 2021:
Gospel Reading: John Chapter 1: 1-7:
Second Sunday after Christmas
Gospel Refl ection: God sends his son, Jesus

God created the world, and out of love made people to 
live in it. His plan for us was destroyed when Adam and 
Eve disobeyed him by eating the forbidden fruit. He sent 
someone special to rescue us from our wrongdoings. His 
name is Jesus. We thank God our Father for sending Jesus, 
the light of the world, to chase away darkness forever.

Think about the time when you last met someone, maybe 
from your family or friends. Have you always been as kind 
and thoughtful as you should have been?

The words of St Paul remind us of the way we should try 
to act towards other people. You are God’s chosen people. 
Always be ready to care for others, and to be kind and 
gentle. Be patient and calm, and never boast or be proud 
of your goodness. Just as God always forgives you, so you 
must always be forgiving towards others. Fill your hearts 
with love, and whatever you do, do it for God. (St Pauls 
Letter to the Colossians 3: 12-14, 23).

Prayer
Father you loved us so much that you sent your only son 
Jesus so that we could share your everlasting life. We 
thank you for this love and ask you to help us to try not to 
spoil your plans again. Amen.

Gospel Refl ection for the Epiphany of the Lord: 
6th/8th January – Let there be light
In the Book of Genesis, we hear these dramatic words from 
God, ‘Let there be light.’  In John’s gospel, Jesus describes 
himself with these equally profound words, ‘I am the light 
of the world.’ (8.12). Today we celebrate the great festival 
of light, the Epiphany of the Lord. 

As a church, we remember and celebrate that Jesus, who 
was born in the darkness of night in an animal shed, is the 
light of, and for, the world. The word ‘epiphany’ means to 
make known or to reveal. The angels made known and 
revealed to the shepherds, the joy of the birth of Jesus. In 
the same way, the star led these strangers from the East 
and revealed the same Jesus to them.

Monday- Stumble - (Verb) - Trip or momentarily lose 
one’s balance; almost fall.
Tuesday- Indomitable - (Adjective) - Impossible to 
subdue or defeat.
Wednesday- Concise - (Adjective) - Giving a lot of 
information clearly and in a few words; brief but 
comprehensive.
Thursday-  Diminutive - (Adjective) - Extremely or 
unusually small.
Friday-  Ardent - (Adjective) - Very enthusiastic or 
passionate.

Our fi rst reading from the Prophet Isaiah calls us to ‘Arise, 
shine out because our light has come, the glory of the 
Lord is rising in us, though night still covers the earth 
and darkness the people. Through the birth of Jesus and 
today’s wonderful feast, we are the people on whom a 
great light has shone.
Traditionally, we believe that the shepherds did not stay 
at the stable after seeing Jesus, Mary and Joseph; they 
left glorifying and praising God. They left fi lled with the 
good news of this wondrous child. Just as the angels had 
proclaimed the good news to them, the shepherds in their 
turn shared their good news with others. In the same way, 
the visitors from the east, after they had given Jesus their 
gifts also left the stable. They didn’t stay there either. We 
are only told that they did not go back to Herod but went 
home another way. We can only assume, that they too 
told everyone what they had seen and heard in that small 
stable in Bethlehem.
As we look upon the crib, we cannot stay there. Like 
the shepherds and the magi, we too are called to move 
away and take the light of Jesus with us. We are asked 
not only to admire the light, but to be people of light. As 
Jesus himself tells us, ‘you are the light of the world and 
your light must shine.’ The light of the Epiphany is given 
to us as a gift, but we cannot keep it to or for ourselves. 
Through the quality of our daily lives and how we treat 
each other, we are called to make our families, homes, 
parish communities and the wider world a better and 
brighter place for all people, especially the poor and the 
marginalised.
Prayer
God of all heaven and earth, from the breath of your love 
came the creation of the world. We are amazed at the 
vast beauty of the night sky and at the intimate nature of 
the love you have for us your children. Be our daily star, 
guiding our lives to search for kingdom love. Amen

‘A God who Speaks’: Year of the Word
But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the 
light, for whatever makes manifest is light. (Ephesians 5:13).

For whatsoever is born of God over cometh the world: and 
this is the victory that over cometh the world, even our 
faith. (1st John 5:4).


