15th May 2020
INTRODUCTION

As you are aware there is still no clear decision on a date
for secondary schools to re-open before the end of this
term. It now looks very unlikely that the vast majority of
pupils will return before September. We will inform you as
soon as possible of any plans for partial re-opening.
Teachers are now starting to trial a supplement to work set
on Show My Homework with some pre-recorded voice-over
Powerpoint lessons to support pupil understanding. This
will begin with Year 10. There will also be assemblies on
Monday morning for Year 10 via the Zoom online platform.
Details have been emailed to parents. Other assemblies for
other year groups are being planned.
Ofqual (the examination regulator) has now produced
further guidance about the grading system for pupils in
Year 10 and lower who were due to sit examinations this
summer. Centre assessment grades will now be submitted
for all exams, except Community Languages, so that pupils
will be awarded grades this summer. Letters have been
emailed to parents of all aﬀected pupils, and copies are on
the school website in the Parents section in Letters Home.

AMAZON VOUCHER WINNERS

The winners of £10 Amazon vouchers for this week are:
Year 7: Emmanuel Agyepong, Sebastian Lobo Diaz, Aidan
Trafeli, Rohi Tunga Kisembo, Delia Sanz Borbely
Year 8: Daniel Otuechere, Soﬁa Dominguez Pedraza,
Alexander Farina-Piedrahita
Year 9: Gabriela Timoszuk, Scarlett Sharp, Kaiyah Dixon
Year 10: Whitney Smith-Mensah Amah, Andrea Carboni,
Kalyss Bouyen
Year 12: Aaliyah Perfect
Well done to all the nominees. Congratulations to the
winners! Vouchers will be emailed to the winners.

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE PUPIL WORK

In H+SC we always discuss how events impact our
development (Physical, Intellectual, Emotional and Social).
This week Crystal in Year 10 presented how COVID19 has
impacted her development.

Work is continuing to be set for pupils via Show My
Homework and we ask parents to encourage your child to
engage in as much work as they are able. If your child has
any issues please email: parents@stthomasmoreschool.
org.uk. We will always try to respond within 24 hours.
Mark Rowland
Head of School

RESURRECTION

Simon Greenleaf (1783-1853) was an eminent Professor of
Law at Harvard University. He was a professed atheist who
was challenged by some of the law students at Harvard to
apply his rules of evidence to the story of Christ’s alleged
resurrection.
He accepted the challenge and set out to prove the falsity
of the story. However, his scepticism was challenged
on many fronts. In his own words “Jesus had recently
perished, by the sentence of a public tribunal. The laws of
every country were against the teachings of his disciples…
they could expect nothing but contempt...torments and
cruel deaths. It was therefore impossible that they could
have persisted in their belief in Christ’s resurrection had
they not known this fact as certainly as they had known
any other fact. According to the laws of legal evidence
used in courts of law, there is more evidence for the
historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ than for
just about any other event in human history.” Eleven of the
Apostles were put to death for their faith. Would you suﬀer
persecution and death for what you knew was a fantasy?
Fr Chris Connor

In addition, Agnes in Year 9 created a poster on key
content she has learnt this year.

RE

Week Beginning 18th May 2020
Sixth Sunday of Easter Year A
Gospel Reading: (John 14: 16-20)
Gospel Reﬂection Reading: I will not leave you on
your own
As Jesus shared the Last Supper with his disciples, he
told them that soon he would be leaving them to return
to his heavenly Father, but he would not leave them on
their own. He promised to send a special helper – the Holy
Spirit. Jesus told his disciples ‘Others will not be able to see
him or know that he is there’. The Holy Spirit is one of the
great mysteries of God. St John said this about the Holy
Spirit: ‘The wind blows wherever it pleases; you hear the
sound it makes, but you cannot tell where it comes from or
where it is going. So it is with the Spirit of God’.
If you blew all of the air out of your body and did not
breathe any more in, what would happen? Without
breathing you cannot live. The Spirit is the breath of God,
who ﬁlls us with life and makes us strong.
(Isaiah 60: 1-3). The glory of God is shining on you! All
other people will live in the shadows, but you will always
have God’s light to chase away the darkness. Other people
will look at you and see the light of God’s love shining out.
Prayer:
Come Holy Spirit, and breathe your life into us, so that we
can bring Christ into the world and touch the lives of others
with his love. Amen.
God Who Speaks ‘The Year of the Word’
St. John 14:1–10
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father’s house, there are many dwellingplaces. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way
to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord,
we do not know where you are going. How can we know
the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth,
and the life. No one comes to the Father execept through
me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From
now on you do know him and have seen him. No one
comes to the Father except through me.’

MEDITATION

The World Community for Christian Meditation (WCCM) has
developed videos providing short meditation sessions which
children and young people can participate in, whether in
school or based at home. Full details are available here:

Thought for the Week
Do not judge each day by the harvest you reap,
but by the seeds that you plant

Tel: 020 8888 7122

HELP THE HOMELESS

One of the charities the school supports is The Passage,
which is a Roman Catholic homeless charity based near
Westminster Cathedral. During the Covid 19 crisis The
Passage has been tasked with providing meals every
day for homeless people currently housed in emergency
accommodation in local budget hotels. To help fund this
work for the next 10 weeks The Passage need to raise
£300,000 from charitable giving. We are asking if you
would consider helping to support their work by donating
the £10 cost of a day’s meal package for a homeless
person. You can do this very easily by clicking on the link
below:
Thank you for considering this request. We know that it
would really help the work of this great charity if you could
aﬀord to donate.

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

Below are details of organisations to help if you or a family
member needs any support:
Haringey CHOICES - for young people up to the age of
17 years and their families or by telephone: 020 8702 3405
Also Kooth – online counselling support 11 – 25 years

Words of the Week
Monday- Impetus - (Noun) - The force or energy
with which a body moves; something that makes a
process or activity happen or happen more quickly.
Tuesday- Lucid - (Adjective) - Expressed clearly;
easy to understand.
Wednesday- Yearn - (Verb) - Have an intense
feeling of longing for something, typically something
that one has lost or been separated from.
Thursday- Quixotic - (Adjective) - Extremely
idealistic; unrealistic and impractical.
Friday- Guise - (Noun) - An external form,
appearance, or manner of presentation, typically
concealing the true nature of something.
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