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We are always sad at this time of year to say 
farewell to staff  who are moving on.  Mr Morrant 
has provided security services for six years 
in the school and we wish him well in a new 
entrepreneurial undertaking. 

We will be welcoming Mr Borley, who is rejoining the 
school as head of Economics and Business Studies.

I would like to thank Miss Knaggs for the high 
standards reached in this, her inaugural edition of 
‘The Glendalian’.

We remain focused on academic studies, and are 
determined to ensure that progress made by all 
our pupils is exceptional. To this end, I can see that 
the Christmas holidays are a wonderful opportunity 
for students to revise their work, spend more time 
than usual on homework tasks, and for some of 
our older pupils, to revise thoroughly for the extra 
assessments that will take place on their return to 
school on 7 January.

Christmas is a time to refl ect and spend time with 
family and loved ones.  The hope that the birth 
of our Lord Jesus Christ brings is much needed in 
these turbulent and unsettled times. 

On behalf of Mr Martin, Mr Rowland and myself, 
may I take this opportunity to thank you all for 
your ongoing support this term and to wish you all 
a happy, holy and peaceful Christmas with family, 
friends and loved ones.

Martin Tissot
Executive Headteacher

Dear Parent/Carer,

The highlight of our last half term has been the 
production of Mary Poppins, a magical feast of 
music and fantasy to put us in the Christmas mood. 
Congratulations are due to Mrs Rosen, Miss Bevan, 
and the production team, ably assisted by Mr 
Gaughran, our Musical Director & Mr Rhodes, our 
Head of Technical Production.

The talent at St Thomas More is not confi ned to 
the arts, but extends across a signifi cant number of 
sports. A few highlights this term include our Under 
16 girls’ basketball team, who have taken home the 
Haringey Cup, and the Year 11 boys’ football team, 
who won the Middlesex Cup.

We are preparing for advent in several ways.  
Some of our Year 8s have been involved in the 
Journey to Advent Project, led by Ms Greer and 
Fr Stogdon, assistant priest at St Paul’s in Wood 
Green.  The project culminated in the Adoration of 
the Blessed Sacraments.  We were delighted that 
some parishioners from St Paul’s were also able to 
participate, reinforcing the close bond we have with 
our local parish.

The whole school participated in Red Wednesday 
with a collection for persecuted Christians, which 
raised over £1200, and our Christmas Appeal for 
foodstuff s to provide hampers for the needy is well 
underway.  My thanks go to parents, pupils and staff  
who have generously donated items of food.  The 
hampers will be distributed locally, to families in 
need and to the elderly.  It is particularly important, 
as a Catholic School, to remember those less 
fortunate than ourselves at Christmas.

Our annual Senior Citizens’ Party attracts veterans 
from far and wide, who come to enjoy our excellent 
food, entertainment, and the company of our Year 
10s and Sixth Formers.  This year, we welcomed 
over 100 guests.
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This UK Parliament Week, we welcomed David Lammy for a challenging Q&A with our Year 11 pupils.

Zeliha Diken in Year 11 said, “The evening gave me a better understanding of politics, and how it impacts 
Tottenham. It was interesting to learn about the views of the Labour Party in generally, and David Lammy 
specifi cally, and how they would deal with things if they were in power. It was a great experience that I will 
remember, I am so glad that I went along.”

The rest of the school community participated in UK Parliament Week by taking part in a school-wide 
referendum on the question “Should the voting age in England be lowered to 16 years?” 8BK2 (with 

the help of Mr Kemp) 
put together a brilliant 
assembly on the 
referendum question for 
the rest of Year 8. During 
his visit the evening 
before, Nel Majewska 
asked David Lammy 
whether he thought that 
the voting age should 
be lowered. He very 
enthusiastically said he 
did, pointing out that when 
there are so many other 

things young people are able and obliged to do, they should be allowed to vote too. 

In total, 203 pupils cast a vote in the referendum, with 69% voting in favour. Bennedicte Mpembele in Year 
9 voted, and said “It was really important for me to take part, to express the views of my generation. I don’t 
really feel happy with how our country is run at the moment and would like to have a chance to change it, 
especially as it is young people who are going to be living with the impact of decisions being made for the 
longest”.

Our local MP for Wood Green and Hornsey, Catherine West, responded to the results: “Thank you so much 
for sharing your referendum results with me. You can tell your students that they have my full backing. I’ve 
always argued for votes at 16 and will continue to make the case if it comes back to Parliament.”

David Lammy’s visit to our school was an insightful and informative 
opportunity for us Year 11 pupils to gain a better understanding of David 
Lammy’s role as MP for Tottenham, as well as the problems facing Britain 
and politics as a whole. Within our question and answer session, David 
Lammy went into great detail about his role as a member of parliament and 
how it aff ects his life on a daily basis. He also explained how he became an 
MP and discussed the role resilience played as a black man growing up in a 
world which ‘places caps on others’; he reminded us to emulate his resilience 
to reach the same levels of success. This genuinely motivated me as David 
Lammy off ered a clear example of a hard-working, determined man who grew 
up in a deprived area of Tottenham and worked his way towards excellence. 
This was an excellent opportunity to speak with a man who possesses the 
ability to make signifi cant and real changes not only in Tottenham, but in 
England as a whole and I am grateful to have experienced this. A huge thank 
you to Ms Thomas for arranging this opportunity!
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UK Parliament Week

by Miss Th omas, History Teacher

by David Ohene Nyantakyi, Year 11
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IntoUniversity is a national charity that provides 
sustained academic support, motivation and 
encouragement to help young people realise their 
full potential.

This term, the team from IntoUniversity Haringey 
North have delivered a variety of workshops to 
diff erent year groups as follows:

Year 7 – ‘Choosing Success’
Year 8 – ‘Learning Techniques’
Year 11 – ‘Communication in the workplace’
Year 12 – ‘Independent Learning’

The team have also given one-to-one support to all 
Year 13 students writing Personal Statements for 
their UCAS applications.  Personal Statements are 
an important part of the university application as 
they enable pupils to provide additional information 
and a chance to express their individuality. 

Support for the Most Able

ntoUniversity is a national charity th
Workshops

by Ms Brightling, Highly Able Assistant
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‘During the half-term break I was one of fi fteen 
students from St Thomas More School who 
attended a three day FOCUS Arts programme at 
the IntoUniversity Haringey North Centre in Tower 
Gardens Park. The programme was specifi cally 
focusing on Art, Music and Drama. It gave me a 
chance to try something new and took me out of 
my comfort zone. For example, one activity was to 
write our own song ‘London our City’ with the help 
of students from the Royal College of Music. I made 
friends with people from other Haringey schools and 
had a wonderful time.’

‘The programme was really fun. I made new friends 
and learnt new skills. We went to Jackson’s Lane and 
were taught a dance routine.’

‘My favourite part of the programme was the art 
because I felt I had time to express myself with the 
chance to really think about what to paint. I made 
friends with people in diff erent year groups who I don’t 
normally speak to. I highly recommend going if you 
don’t have anything to do during the half-term break.’

‘It was a great experience doing diff erent activities 
focused around the arts including painting, music, 
dance and drama. It was a joyous three days and I 
hope to go again.’ 

‘The mock interviews we tried were awkward at fi rst and quite 
amusing but the feedback was useful and helped me to think about 
how I present myself in a formal situation.’ 

‘My experience with IntoUniversity has been very 
positive and has allowed me to learn new skills. 
For example, it has built my confi dence to present 
in front of a crowd and to do it successfully by 
using eye contact etc. IntoUniversity has also 
given me many opportunities such as visiting 
universities which has helped me know what to 
consider when I choose where to study.’

‘IntoUniversity provide workshops that spark 
thoughts about what the future could be like and 
explore the diff erent paths students could follow. 
They have helped me realise that the correct path 
for me is likely to be university. In 
the latest workshop we learnt about 
the importance of communication 
in the workplace with activities such 
as mock interviews, decoding and 
body language. It started with the 
staff  acting out a nightmare interview 
with the interviewee arriving late, 
looking too casual in appearance and 
speaking inappropriately. This was 
clearly what not to do in an interview 
if you want to impress. By the end of 
the workshop I had a much clearer 
idea about how to prepare for an 
interview which is something I hadn’t 
considered much before.  I think the 
skills I learnt are transferable and will 
be useful in the future.’

D ring the half term break I as one of fifteen

Holiday FOCUS Arts Programme

Sorcha, Year 8

Zeo, Year 8

Elizabeth, Year 9

Reda, Year 7

Harry, Year 11
Mayowa, Year 11

Sara, Year 12

Here is what some of us had to say:
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Brunel Urban Scholars
During the half-term break two pupils on the Urban 
Scholars Programme, Eriver Kawuna and Oscar 
Kadir, attended a one day Interview workshop at the 
Moody’s Corporation offi  ces in Canary Wharf. They 
were advised on how to improve a CV, using a CV 
they had prepared in advance as a discussion point 
during the mock interviews.

‘The Moody’s offi  ces is situated in a building that 
was the fi rst to be built in Canary Wharf. It was a bit 
intimidating when I fi rst arrived but the staff  soon put 
me at ease. Ms Brightling had advised me to dress 
professionally as I was an ‘ambassador’ for the 
school and so had dressed in a suit and tie. I was 
surrounded by top city workers and I was pleased 
that I felt part of it being dressed similarly. The views 
from the window were amazing.

We had two workshops, the fi rst was about image 
and how to present yourself professionally, the 
second was about work/life balance. We were 
shown how to eff ectively write a CV that stands 
out from the others and how to make a good 
impression. I had mentioned my charity work in 
my CV but I hadn’t linked it to how this would be 
benefi cial in the workplace. I now understand that 
what is written in a CV needs to relate to the job I 
am applying for. We were given a chance to ask 
questions and I wanted to stand out so I spoke up 
and asked about competitiveness in the workplace 
and was told it is very competitive but that this leads 
to better results.

I was quite nervous during the mock interview but 
soon relaxed and was given positive and helpful 
feedback from it.

The day was a wonderful 
experience and I learnt 
so much from it. I am 
considering careers in 
Medicine or Finance and this 
experience gave me a taster 
of the world of Finance and 
gave me skills I can use no 
matter what path I choose.’

The feedback to the 
school was that ‘Oscar 
was amazing and had 
overwhelmed the volunteers 
there.’

For the Year 10 session, Brunel engaged a 
professional fi lm company, Complexity, to work 
with the Urban Scholars to produce a short fi lm 
using their mobile phones. The pupils were 
given guidance on how to create, plan, direct 
and take part in a fi lm sequence. The fi lms 
were then edited by the fi lm team, guided by 
the scholars. The day focused on the skills 
required to complete the project and how these 
‘employability skills’ can be transferred and used 
in many other contexts.

‘This session was diff erent to the others as 
instead of being inspired and taught life lessons 
we were able to put our imagination on fi lm. 
We worked in groups of six and, overseen by 
a professional editor who gave us pointers and 
ideas, brain-stormed about the theme of our one 
minute fi lm. When it came to fi lming everyone 
was given diff erent roles: actor, director and 
cinematographer. Our creativity was allowed to 
run loose and our partnership skills also. It was 
an amazing day.’

‘I found it really exciting because producing your 
own drama performance on fi lm is not something 
I have done before. I learnt how to work as a 
group and to combine everyone’s ideas into one. 
My leadership traits were really useful for the 
group activity and we all discovered what roles 
we were best suited to. Overall it was fun and 
helped us to understand and refl ect on how to 
work well in groups.’ 

Interview Workshop at Canary Wharf
Year 10 Filming Session

Mannaab, Year 10

Suria, Year 10

Oscar, Year 11
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Prize Giving
On Thursday, 18 October 2018, the school held 
its Twelfth Annual Prize Giving Evening, celebrating 
the progress, eff orts and achievements of its pupils.  
The guest speaker this year was Catherine West, 
Labour MP for Hornsey and Haringey, who kindly 
joined Mr Tissot in presenting the pupils with their 
awards. 

Heads of departments nominated those pupils 
whose hard work deserved to be recognised on 
this special evening. Certifi cates and vouchers were 
awarded and special awards presented.  

The school choir and soloists sang beautifully 
and the drama department performed a short 
extract from ‘Shackles’, devised by the pupils, as 
well as giving us a sneak peak at what was to be 
the fantastic ‘Mary Poppins’.  The Violin Ensemble 
performed brilliantly.  The whole evening was a 
wonderful reminder of the talents and abilities of 
the pupils of St Thomas More Catholic School. 

Congratulations to all of our very deserving award 
recipients!

Maja Maciurzynkska received the Charles Cullen 
Award for The Best Year 12 Results.

Fayeti Buyanga received The PTA Award for 
Outstanding Academic Progress.

Klara 
Patseva 
received 
the Sheila 
Berkery-Smith 
Award for 
Outstanding 
Service to 
St Thomas 
More Catholic 
School.

Beatriz Catuzzo received the Fred Neuner Award 
for Outstanding Service in the Community.

uurzrzrzynynynkkkkskskskkkkakaka received the Cha

zzzzzzzooooo received the Fred Neune

gaga received The PTA Award f
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Jayden Malinzi received The Old Glendalians’ 
Award and Bursary for a Pupil who has Excelled 
in Performing Arts (£50 Bursary), and Franz De 
Guzman received The ‘Doggie’ Davies Award (The 
Old Glendalians) for Outstanding Community Service 
Outside School (£50 Bursary). They both received 
their bursaries at the Old Glendalian Luncheon, 
featured across the page.

Manaab Berhanu received The Jack Petchey 
Award for Contribution and Commitment within 
School.

Giovanna Trafeli received The John Shaughnessy 
Award for Services to the School Choir (£50 
Bursary).

Richard Huang received The Les Aldrich Award for 
Music.

Mary Habtes and Dimitrios Mylonas were the 
joint recipients of The Ruben Varughese Bursary 
Award for the Best A Level Results (£100 Bursary). 
Sadly, Dimitrios was at university and was unable to 
attend the ceremony.

Lin Ly received The Patrick Egan Memorial Cup for 
the Best Year 11 Examination Performance.

ang received The Les Aldrich

rafffelilili received The John Sha

rhah nu received The Jack Pet
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This term, Franz de Guzman (left) and Jayden Malinzi (right) had the opportunity to attend the annual Old 
Glendalian’s Luncheon in Enfi eld. Each year, former students of Glendale Grammar School meet for lunch 
and reminisce about ‘the old days’. To maintain the link between Glendale Grammar and St Thomas More, 
the Old Glendalians support the award of the Doggie Davies Cup for Outstanding Community Service and 
the Old Glendalian’s Award for Excellence in the Performing Arts at our annual Prize Giving Ceremony. 
Franz, recipient of the Doggie Davies Cup, and Jayden, winner of 
the Old Glendalian’s Award, attended the lunch and received their 
awards and 
bursaries. They 
were honoured 
to be there 
and were an 
absolute credit 
to their families 
and the school.

We are honoured to be associated and work closely with the 
Jack Petchey Foundation. We are currently running the Gold 
Achievement Award as well as the ‘Speak Out Challenge’. 
The Achievement Award allows the school to present three 
awards per term. Our pupils and staff  are all involved in the 
nomination and selection process. 
 
Each winner receives a certifi cate, pin badge, notes from 
Sir Jack Petchey CBE and their congratulations letter with 
Achievers Card. These are presented during assemblies and 
photographs are displayed around the school and on the 
website. The winner also gets to decide (in consultation with 
teachers) how their £250 grant will be spent 
in order to make the most impact for our 
pupils. The winners then attend the Annual 
Schools’ Event to collect their Achievement 
Award medallion. 
 
We feel these awards are extremely special 
as pupils are nominated by their peers as 
well as staff . Winners are extremely proud 
of gaining the award and we look forward 
to continuing our celebration of pupils who 
volunteer, commit, support, and go that extra 
mile. Congratulations to our Autumn Term 
Winners!

We are honoured to be associated and work closely with the 
Jack Petchey Awards

d G (l ft) d J d M li i ( i ht) h d th t it t tt d th
Old Glendalian Luncheon

Shinee Gunaskekara, Year 10

Souharda Chanda, Year 11

Yasmin Young-Clarke, Year 8

By Mr 
Gaughran, 
Head of 
Music

by Mr Ajayi, Head of Science
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Th is term, we held our Th is term, we held our 
annual school production annual school production 
of Mary Poppins!of Mary Poppins!  
The drama, music, art and media departments 
have worked tirelessly with our dedicated team 
of pupils to bring Mary Poppins to life this 
term.  Accompanied by the delightful choir of St 
John Vianney Catholic Primary School, the cast 
performed to two sell out audiences, who were 
blown away by the exceptional talent.

‘Mary Poppins was a great experience. This 
was my second production and I enjoyed it 
as much as last year. It was a bit stressful, 
but we still had an amazing performance. 
We spent a couple of hours after school and 
had rehearsals during the day on the week 
of the performance. I will defi nitely consider 
auditioning for next year’s production!’

‘Mary Poppins was great. Time consuming, 
yes, but great none-the-less. I loved every 
moment of it: the ups, the downs, and all the 
in-betweens. I never regretted joining up for 
this performance. The auditions may have 
been wracking, the process tiring, but the 
result was fantastic. Defi nitely worth it!’

Maja, Year 8 (Chorus)

Gabriela, Year 8 (Winifred Banks)



Upon arrival, I was greeted by the sounds of carefree chatter from the jovial infant choir 
merged with a beautiful jazz piece. A nice surprise was the gingerbread biscuits - which I 
happily devoured. Having watched this timely classic numerous times, particularly during the 
Christmas period, I had great expectations for the school’s adaptation. 

It was not practically perfect in every single way, but it certainly was 
supercalifragilisticexpialidocious! The collaborative eff ort from various departments clearly paid 
off . The cast whole-heartedly embodied their characters: from the bird woman’s melancholy to 
Bert’s amiable persona.

Tewoh-Joy Pessima, Year 12, reviews Mary Poppins

‘As this is my fi rst time in STM doing a 
production, I found it very interesting. It was a 
bit hard and stressing doing the rehearsals but 
when I did the actual performance it was one of 
the best times of my year at STM! As Ms Corry 
I think I did a really good job.’

‘The most amazing time of my life! The music, 
the stage, and most importantly the teachers 
and friends that are actors and directors did 
really well!’ Andy, Year 8 (Robertson Ay)

Hannah, Year 8 (Ms Corry)

I certainly won’t 
be fl ying a kite 
in this dismal 
weather, but I 
will be humming 
‘Chim chiminey’ 
sporadically for 
the next couple 
of days.





by Elizabeth (Year 9), Oscar (Year 11), Harry (Year 11), and Modesas (Year 11)

Harry, Year 11

Oscar, Year 11

Modesas, Year 11

Coff ee and Computers
Laptops and tablets are becoming far 
more popular. There’s an increasing rush 
to use technology to allow people to stay 
connected with each other.  As the world 
evolves, technology plays a major role 
around the world. Social tools are booming 
in popularity as devices become more 
popular. But who are we being social with? 
It’s certainly not with the older people 
in our lives. A lot of elderly try to get 
involved with technology, going out and 
buying laptops that no one teaches them 

how to use. So they don’t. Although technology may be benefi cial, it can also cause hindrances to those 
who are not completely familiar with it. Worst of all, the less able will face insecurities about their capability 
in using a computer.

What’s important to a lot of elderly people? It’s really very simple; being connected with their family.
There is often a technological barrier with them and the people they want to contact. It is small and easy 
things that we know how to do, which they may fi nd diffi  cult. This often causes a lack of communication 
between our generation and theirs.

We want to change that.

This is why we have teamed up, as representatives of our school with a small successful charity, to close 
this ever-increasing gap. Coff ee and computers, as the name suggests, consists of in-school tutoring to 
people that want it, with the products that they want to use, to do the things that they feel are important, 
all over a cup of coff ee. Living up to the Catholic ethos, students of St Thomas More believe that it is 
important to help the community in order to tackle the technological divide. Using our knowledge of 
computers, we want to share these skills to bring families as well as the community together. Once a 
month, we have a session with anyone struggling with technology, on a Wednesday at 4:10pm.

“Being passionate about computers, I started out helping my relatives with the technological issues that 
they were facing. Around me, I see a lot of students my age indulged into technology to the point where 
they become anti-social. I also see a lot of elderly people struggling with technology; especially when being 
faced with social media. I came up with the idea of fi xing two problems with one solution. I initially came 
up with the idea of building my own charity from the ground upwards to fi x these problems. However, I 
also discovered that there was an organisation that shares the same interest as my peers and I. I decided 
to contact the founder of ‘coff ee and computers’ to 
integrate the charity into our school.”

“I joined this project so that I can make a diff erence 
in this society that we live in.”

“By joining this project, I can aid the technological 
knowledge of the elderly. Personally, I invest most 
of my time on a computer, this has allowed me to 
acquire a lot of computer-based skills; because of 
this, I believe these skills should be spread to the 
elderly, as they struggle with technology the most.”
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“God sent forth his Son”, but to prepare a body for 
him, he wanted the free co-operation of a creature. 
For this, from all eternity, God chose for the mother 
of his Son a daughter of Israel, a young Jewish 
woman of Nazareth in Galilee, “a virgin betrothed 
to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin’s name was Mary”

The Father of mercies willed that the Incarnation 
should be preceded by assent on the part of the 
predestined mother, so that just as a woman had 
a share in the coming of death, so also should a 
woman contribute to the coming of life.

Religious Education Department
by Mrs Henry, Head of RE

The Liturgical Year begins on the fi rst Sunday of 
Advent. The season of Advent begins four Sundays 
before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve. 
Roman Catholics observe the season of Advent.

The word ‘Advent’ comes from the Latin ‘adventus’, 
meaning ‘the approach’ or ‘the coming’. For 
Christians, there are three ways of thinking about 
the coming of Jesus:

• Past - It means looking back and thinking about 
the coming of Jesus 2000 years ago in a stable 
in Bethlehem.

• Present - It means Jesus coming into people’s 
lives now, and being present in the Christian 
community at Christmas.

• Future - It means looking forward to the future 
and Jesus coming again at the end of time.

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation for 
the coming of Christ at Christmas. Christians 
are encouraged to actively prepare for the birth 
of Christ, not simply wait for it to happen. During 
Advent, Catholics get ready for the festival of 
Christmas by examining their lives in a thoughtful 
way. This involves:

• Refl ecting on their lives as Christians to   
see what improvements can be made in order to 
become a better person.

• Performing good deeds – doing practical things 
to help people in need.

• Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

• Praying, asking God to help them change for the 
better.

Advent

The Advent wreath is a religious symbol. The 
wreath is a circle of evergreen decorated 
with candles and ribbon. The candles are lit 
consecutively each week during Advent. Lighting 
candles on the advent wreath is a way of looking 
forward to the coming of Jesus at Christmas. 

Th e Advent Wreath

• Circle: The wreath is a circle with no beginning 
and no end. It symbolises the unending love of 
God.

• Light: Candlelight symbolises thousands of 
years of waiting in hope for the coming of 
Jesus.

• Three Purple Candles: Purple symbolises the 
need for people to prepare for the coming of 
Jesus by being sorry and asking forgiveness 
for their sins.

• One Pink Candle: Pink symbolises the joy of 
living a good life as a follower of Jesus.

Th e Symbols

Christmas is the time when Christians focus on an 
important aspect of their faith: when God became 
human in Jesus Christ. This Christian belief is called 
the Incarnation. The mystery of the Incarnation 
is that Jesus is truly God, and truly human. For 
Christians, the birth of Jesus is a sign of God’s 
great love for the world. The festival celebrating 
His birth is therefore a joyful occasion and a time of 
thanksgiving. Christians thank God for sending His 
only Son to the world to be born. 

Christmas

Mary’s Predestination
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At the beginning of the year, Father Perry, Father 
Jon from St Paul’s Catholic Church in Wood Green, 
and our regular Priest, Father Chris, said mass for 
all year groups. We welcomed the pupils and asked 
God to bless them as they began a new school year.

Each year group started the term with a mass, 
celebrated by a diff erent priest from the Parish 
community. All the masses were very uplifting, and 
pupils found that they benefi ted both spiritually and 
morally.

• Prayer books - these were distributed to all new 
staff  at the beginning of the year.

• Gideon Bibles - The Gideon Bible organisation 
came to talk to our Year 7 pupils at the beginning 
of the year and gave each pupil a Gideon Bible.

• Retreats - At the end of Summer Term there was 
a mini retreat for Year 9, and a full retreat for 
Year 10.

• All Saints’ Day (1 November) - this was 
celebrated with fi ve masses, which all pupils had 
the opportunity to partake in, presided over by 
fi ve priests.

• All Souls’ Day (2 November) - we kept a prayer 
book, in which everyone was able to write a 
remembrance prayer.

• Red Wednesday (28 October) - all pupils and 
staff  were asked to wear something red to show 
solidarity for all Christians and people of other 
minority religions still persecuted for their faith. 
We are proud to have raised over £1200.

Father in this season of advent we prepare our 
hearts for Your coming.
You are the vine, we are the branches.
Come and tend us, prune us, clean us. 
Discard in us everything that will not bear fruit,
Nourish in us everything that bears much fruit.
 
As we celebrate your fi rst coming as a vulnerable 
baby,
Our hearts await your glorious coming as the 
eternal King. 
Nurture in us expectant hearts O Lord.

Cultivate in us a deep longing for more of you O 
God.
Until that Day when you burst through the heavens,
And fl ood our horizons with your glorious splendour.
 
For yours is the Kingdom and the power and the 
glory,
Throughout all ages and generations.
Amen.

F th i thi

Advent Prayer

Lord Jesus you are the light of the world              
COME LORD JESUS
You are light in our darkness                                
COME LORD JESUS
Son of God, save us from our sins                        
COME LORD JESUS
Bring hope into the lives of all people                   
COME LORD JESUS
Give your peace to all nations                               
COME LORD JESUS
Be the joy of all who love you                               
COME LORD JESUS
Bless us as we gather here in your name               
COME LORD JESUS   
Lord Jesus, stay with us.                                       
COME LORD JESUS

LoL rddddddd Jesus yoooouooooo  are ttttthhehhh
Advent Litany

So Far this Year...

Voluntary Mass

Father Chris continues to lead voluntary mass on 
Wednesdays, and weekly confessions that allow 
pupils to refl ect on their week and pray the Rosary. 
Father Jon, the new Parish Priest from St Paul’s, 
comes in every Tuesday to help and assist where 
needed.

We continue with ‘Moment for Jesus’ every day 
at 2pm in the Chapel. Due to the overwhelming 
response from pupils asking for prayers to be said, 
this half-term the pupils are making a prayer tree, 
where the whole school will have the opportunity to 
put their prayers to be read out during ‘Moment for 
Jesus’ and Wednesday Voluntary Masses.

As a Catholic School we pride ourselves on 
supporting charities that are linked to the Catholic 
Church, and as a school we have been very 
generous in collecting and giving to those who are 
less fortunate then ourselves. Staff  and pupils make 
it their responsibility to help those in need. During 
the Christmas period we collect and distribute dry 
goods to the charities we support: The Catholic 
Children’s Society (CAFOD); The Cardinal Hume 
Centre for the Homeless and the London Catholic 
Worker. Not only do we send food but we also give 
donations that we have collected in school. This 
year, we have an additional charity: Mary’s Meals.

A C th li S h l id
Christmas Charities
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Last year, four Year 12 students from St Thomas 
More undertook three days of training as part of the
CAFOD Young Leadership programme, followed 
by an end of year celebration and visit to CAFOD’s 
Romero House.

This year, the students will focus on developing 
leadership skills such as planning, presenting, 
problem solving,and communication. The students 
will also gain a deeper understanding of CAFOD 
and its mission, vision and values.

Between training days, participants will be 
encouraged to volunteer for CAFOD to make a 
diff erence in fi ghting poverty and injustice.

Plans for the New Year
This academic year the Department will be having 
various visitors to talk to pupils about the work they 
do. There will also be:
• Sixth Form charity work
• Charity speakers
• CAFOD talks and workshops
• Cardinal Hume Centre for the Homeless visit
• The Franciscan Friars visit to school
• London Catholic Worker visit to school
• Retreats for all year groups
• Mary’s Meals Visits
• Sixth Form retreat to Walsingham
• Year 12 Trip to Lourdes

Liturgical Activities in School 2018-2019:
• Break Times: Prayers in the Chapel. Pupils can 

make requests for someone that they wish us to 
pray for.

• Assemblies: Pupil led assemblies for all year 
groups based on the Liturgical Calendar.

• Mondays: Refl ection sessions - pupils read 
passages from the Bible and prayers are off ered.

• Wednesdays: Refl ection in the Chapel.
• Thursdays: Lunchtime Video Club.
• Fridays: Refl ection in the Chapel with Ms Henry.
• Everyday at 2.00 pm: ‘Moment for Jesus’ (The 

Angelus).

ar four Year 12 students from St Thoma

CAFOD Young Leadership 
Programme

This is the year of Adoremus, an initiative to create 
a special opportunity to refl ect on the centrality of 
the Eucharist in the life of the Church. In light of this, 
we embarked on our Year 8 “Journey to Advent“, 
which involved Father Jon and I working closely 
with Mrs Wameyo’s Year 8 class to prepare them for 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.

The pupils had three lessons preparation, and 
in week 4 they participated in twenty minutes 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in our School 
Chapel. They were joined by two parishioners 
form St Paul’s Church: Julia D’Souza and Donatus 
Ebrend. They were both very impressed with the 
reverence and serenity of our pupils, and found the 
experience very rewarding. The majority of pupils 
found the experience very calming. Here are a few 
of their comments:

“I feel light hearted, as if all my problems were taken 
and I feel very calm and relaxed, as if I have no 
worries on my mind.” 

Journey to Advent “I felt very diff erent to what I felt before and it was 
like I knew God was with us.” 

“I felt better and I could start afresh.” 
 
This has been a very encouraging start to 
establishing Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament as 
a regular feature in our school.

of Adoremus, an initiative to create
by Ms Greer, teacher of RE
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This term, 44 pupils from St Thomas More School, Salvatorian 
College, and Bishop Douglass School made an unforgettable journey 
to Rome, Italy. This is the sixth year that the schools have made 
this highly successful trip. In their quest for spiritual and cultural 
fulfi lment, they visited various sites, most notably the Vatican – the 
headquarters of the Catholic Church and the home of our beloved 
Pope Francis. The group was lucky enough to be able to see the 
Pope at the papal audience on the third day of the visit.

Los Posadas is a traditional South American 
nine day religious observance, where a statue 
of Mary and Joseph travel from house to house 
commemorating their journey to Bethlehem. This 
year, the tradition was brought to the parish of St 
Paul’s in Wood Green. On Friday, 7 December, the 
statue was received into St Thomas More Catholic 
school, where it was taken reverently to our Chapel. 
Pupils prayed Los Posadas prayers during their 
regular “Moment for Jesus” session. We were very 

pleased to be part of their 
journey. The statue will be taken 
to the homes of a number of 
parishioners from St Paul’s 
Church leading up to Christmas.

L P d i t

Los Posadas

Rome Trip

David, Year 11, said, “This was one of 
the most amazing things I have ever 
done. The highlight of the trip was having 
the opportunity to see the Pope. I also 
loved the culture of Rome. All of those 
old buildings were so beautiful. Our tour 
guide was a really nice person who taught 
us the history of places like the Vatican, 
the Colosseum, and some of the famous 
cathedrals, such as St Peter’s Basilica.”

Not only did the pupils enrich their 
knowledge, they also learned to get along 
outside of the school environment and 
interact with others they had never met 
before. Patricia, Year 8, said, “The trip to 
Rome helped me to make new friends and 
to build my confi dence in living with ‘strangers’ from 
other schools.” Patricia also felt very moved by the 
dedication of the local people to the preservation of 
their ancient culture and relics: “I’ve realised that 
the community really cares about its churches and 
monuments because there were military vehicles 
everywhere, protecting the historical structures. 
The citizens were also very vigilant and wanted to 
ensure that their city was treated with respect.”

p
jo
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pa
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by Ms Greer, teacher 
of RE

by Ms Henry, teacher of RE
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Although rehearsals for Mary Poppins have kept the 
department very busy, we still had time to provide 
the pupils with a range of exciting opportunities, 
including a number of workshops, theatre visits and 
even a trip to Eastenders’ Studio!

As a reward for winning the Rudolph Walker Inter School Drama Award, Jaime, Ronaldo, Amiyah and 
Vanessa were given a tour of Elstree Studios, where Eastenders is fi lmed. They visited the set and met 
many of the cast.  Jamie said, “It was such an honour to be given a tour of the Eastenders set by Rudolph 
Walker. The whole experience was a real eye 
opener as I never realized how much work 
goes on behind the scenes just to make one 
episode.  You would not believe how small 
Albert Square is in real life and to meet some 
of the cast was inspirational.” The winners 
were then treated to lunch by Rudolph, where 
they got to hear more about his acting career.

In September we were visited by Splendid 
Productions, who performed the greek tragedy ‘The 
Oresteia’ to 150 GCSE and A Level students as part 
of their exam requirement. Following the interactive, 
Brechtian style performance, pupils participated in 
a workshop with members of Splendid, who helped 
them explore a number of the Drama techniques 
used in the play, and provided the pupils with lots 
of useful information for the Live Theatre Review 
section of their exams.

Drama Department

In September we were visited by Sp
A Splendid Performance

Th eatre Visits

k I t S h l D A d
Eastenders Set Tour

Pupils visited 
the theatre to 
see a number 
of performances 
this term, 
including ‘The 
Jungle’ at the 
Playhouse Theatre and ‘An Ear for an Eye’ at the 
Royal Court Theatre. The productions provided them 
with inspiration and ideas to incorporate in their 
own pieces. The pupils also took part in a number 
of workshops to aid their understanding of the 
productions.

Our excellent relationship with the Donmar 
Warehouse continues to grow. This term students 
attended a performance of Brian Friel’s ‘Aristocrats’ 
and participated in a workshop which developed 
their understanding of the storyline and style of 
the play. Our A Level students were also invited 
to participate in the exciting ‘Donmar on Design’ 
exhibition, in which they attended a workshop at 
the Donmar run by leading theatre designers from 
a number of West End shows, who shared their 
vast knowledge of design with the students and 
helped them create their own set designs. Students 
enjoyed the experience immensely and asked if they 
could attend again next year to continue developing 
their theatre design knowledge!

Th eatrTh eatr
Pupils visPupils vis

by Mrs Rosen, Head of Drama, and 
Miss Bevan, Drama Teacher
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• AS Level performances of ‘Monsters’ and 
‘Attempts on her Life’

• A Level performances of ‘The Visit’ and ‘The 
Caucasian Chalk Circle’

• GCSE Component 2 Scripted Performances 
Showcase 

• Theatre visits in January to ‘Sweat’ and ‘The 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time’

f ‘M t

Coming Soon

In collaboration with Jacksons Lane Art Centre, we celebrated the 
100th anniversary of women being awarded the right to vote with 
‘Worlds by Women’, an immersive piece of theatre, performed in 
the Teaching School to sell out audiences. Pupils from Years 11-
13 worked with director Katie Posner to devise a response to the 
Suff ragette Movement. Their performance explored women’s 
rights of the past, present and future, and the powerful piece was 

followed by a debate led by Catherine West. Head Girl Klara Pastvea, 
who took part in the 10 week project, said, “Participating in this fantastic 

project has really developed my awareness of the issues surrounding women’s rights, and 
from now on I will continue to take a keen interest in the issues that will have an impact of myself, 

growing up as a young woman in 2018. I have met so many inspirational women through the project 
and am so grateful to all the staff  at Jacksons Lane that have made this opportunity possible.”

The group visited the V&A Museum archives to research the history of the Suff ragettes and consider how 
it could be presented on stage. Vanesa, Year 13, said, “I’m fascinated by how the actions of women 100 
years ago has had an impact on my life today.”

The group visited the V&A M
Behind the Scenes

oration with Jacksons Lane Art Centre, we celebrated th
Worlds By Women
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Art Department

David, Year 12

Kevin, Year 13

Veronica, Year 13

Veronica, Year 13

Veronica, Year 13
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For the background used in the play, I chose a colour 
palette based on a photograph that I took of a sunrise. 
The sky had the colours orange, yellow, purple and pink; 
these I would have to reproduce on a huge scale. The 
artist reference that I used to paint the background is 
Claude Monet.

I have used rollers to create a fl at fi nish. They also 
allowed me to blend the colour and work very fast. 
I organised my team and explained that they would 
be working from the background to the foreground. I 
gave specifi c instructions to the  team members and 
much like Andy Warhol’s “Factory”, work was fast and 

precise. Each member of the team had a particular task, but only I as artistic director made fi nal decisions 
concerning colour and content. I feel that the fi nal outcome has been very successful, and is a testament 
to organisation and design. I had the help from my fellow colleagues; Josue, Jennifer, Noemi, Jesus, Hritik, 
Veronica, Mr Brankin and Miss Hernandez.  

My contribution to the backdrop was two paintings of trees. These trees have been painted using a variety 
of techniques. Firstly using inks to create a wet eff ect in the sky. I let the inks run down the surface in the 

style of the artist Peter Doig. 

I chose to paint the tree as though water was 
running. I have chosen to use my idea from last year 
fi nal piece to make this painting, which was a 3D 
sculpture with a waterway painting eff ect on it.

For this painting I also took the theme from this year, 
“Colours”, and added to my theme from last year, 
“Waterways” to make this painting look more alive 
with bright colours, which is the leaves that I have 
painted with ink to make the it more alive. The colour 
at the bottom of the tree is blue, because it is like the 
water is running down. 
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Making Mary Poppins

by Jessica, Year 13

by Judit, Year 13

21

Th e Glendalian



For the second year running, St Thomas More 
Catholic School hosted practical music examinations 
for the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music in July. 20 pupils sat exams in piano and 
violin. For their exams they prepared three pieces 
to perform, practised scales and other technical 
exercises, sight read, and even did some aural 
tests. We were delighted to receive the results in 
September. Congratulations to all the students! 

At the end of the Summer Term, the Music 
Department hosted its annual Summer Showcase. 
Musicians from across the school came together to 
give excellent, high standard musical performances. 
Pupils played the cornet, guitar, vocals and piano. 
Everybody in the audience really enjoyed the event. 
A huge well done to all the pupils involved. 

We have over 130 pupils enrolled on our 
instrumental scheme and we are so pleased 
with the progress we see being made! We were 
absolutely thrilled this year to be able to introduce 
Woodwind into the instruments we have on off er. 
We have a number of students now learning to play 
saxophone and 
clarinet. This is 
a huge step for 
the school. The 
instruments now 
on off er are: 
• Drums
• Bass guitar
• Classical  
 guitar
• Violin
•         Woodwind
• Piano
• Voice

In November, a group of Year 11 music pupils took 
a trip to the Royal Albert Hall, accompanied by Mr 
Higueras and Mr Rhodes. We are currently studying 
how the music industry works, so this trip gave us 
an insight into how an iconic venue such as the 
Royal Albert Hall is run. On arrival, our guide took 
us to see the entrails of the venue, showing us the 
hall’s enormous underground loading bay. Later, we 
toured the corridors and the stage hall while our 
guide explained the hall’s booking system and the 
operational procedures when an event is on. Finally, 
we visited the Queen’s personal box and we were 
even allowed to visit the chamber where the Royal 
Family relaxes during the intervals!

oooo

Music Department

In November a grrororoooooooooouuuupupupupupupp oooooof YYeYYeYYeeYeYeYeYeeeeeeearararararaaarrara 111111111111111111111111111 mmmmmmummumumummum sssisissis cccc puppupppppupipiipp lslsss tttttttttttttoooooooooooooo kkkkkkkkkkkk

Year 11 BTEC Music Trip to the Royal 
Albert Hall

Instrumental Lessons

the Summer Term tttttttheheeheheeeh Musssssiicicicc
Summer Showcase 2018

ABRSM Exams

by Mr Gaughran, Head of Music

AAtt th
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The St Thomas More School Choir has gone from 
strength to strength. With over 40 members, we 
are really looking forward to all of the performance 
opportunities we will have this year. 

In October, we were invited to participate in the 
150th Anniversary of St Paul’s Catholic Primary 
School. We attended their celebration party and 
gave three performances including ‘The Lord is My 
Shepherd’, featuring Leticia Martins, and ‘Amazing 
Grace’, which involved a small group of singers.

Our annual performance at Prize Giving was very 
well received. The choir gave an emotive rendition 
of ‘A Believer’s Prayer’, sharing our Catholic values, 
and fi nished with a powerful performance of ‘This is 
Me’ from ‘The Greatest Showman’, featuring Leticia 
Martins on lead vocals. As parents entered the hall, 
they were welcomed by the wonderful sound of the 
St Thomas More Violin Ensemble playing a medley 
of songs from ‘La La Land’.

The choir had the amazing opportunity to travel 
to The Rhineland, Germany in July, for its second 
Annual Choir Tour. We were also thrilled to be joined 
by the St Thomas More Violin Ensemble.

Pupils spent three fun-fi lled days performing, going 
to Phantasialand, going on a river-boat cruise, 
bowling, and much more! The concerts took place 
in St. Peter Kirche, Bacharach and Kurhaus Bad, 
Neuenahr. Despite nearly missing one concert 
because the coach driver took us to the wrong 
venue, both events were a huge success. In both 
concerts they received standing ovations. People 
walked in off  the streets in Bacharach to hear the 
choir because they sounded so good! One lady was 
visiting Germany from England. When she returned, 
she emailed the school to congratulate us on how 
successful the concert was. We are now very much 
looking forward to our 2019 tour to Belgium. 

he amazingggg opoooo portunity t
Choir Tour 2018

Th e Choir
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This term, the year 10 GCSE Food Group visited Organic Lea Food 
Farm. It was a wonderful day, during which the pupils got a tour of 
the whole site, full of a range of diff erent foods and leaves. Pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed trying the edible fl owers and leaves as they 
were shown around. After the tour, we went to a classroom where 
we were taught how to make our own compost using recycling, 
all building up to our pupils developing understanding of ‘Food 
Provenance’ (a topic in their Food GCSE) and our new Garden 
Initiative in School. Pupils will be gathering recycling around school 
and making their own compost where they will grow their own 
herbs and vegetables which they will cook with. Once we learned 
how to make compost, our pupils got their gloves on and starting 
building their own garden at the Organic Lea Farm. They turned 
the soil, gathered brown recycling and green recycling and layered 
it appropriately for their compost heap.

This term, our Year 10 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition pupils 
have been developing their technical skills in the kitchen. We have 
been learning about science in the kitchen, specifi cally: dextrinization, 
crystallisation, caramelisation, making meringue, parfait and sauces 
(for example, a range of coulis). The pupils have been learning about 
the science of food in lessons and applying it with fantastic creativity 
in the kitchen. Recently, pupils had their year 10 assessment. They 
displayed a range of cooking skills and brilliant fi nesse in presentation. 
Well done year 10 Food Group!

r 10 GCSE Food Group visited Organic Lea Food

Food Department

This term, the ye
Farm Trip

Thhhhiisii term, ooouruu YYYeaeaaaaeaaaaar 1101 GGGGGGCSCSSSSSCSCSCSCSCSSSEEEEEEE FFFooFooFFFFFF ooodoooo Pre
Tasty Treats from Year 10!

Maria-Christina: gingerbread 
parfait layered with cookies and 
topped with white chocolate.

Donique: upside down pineapple 
cake with home made pineapple 
ice cream.

Katie and Isabella sadly missed 
the photography, but made 
amazing white chocolate and 
candy-cane cookies served with 
melted chocolate brownie.

Valentina and Sandra: 
chocolate brownie with meringue 
and a raspberry coulis.

Ralitsa and Valentina: banana 
and oat layered meringue.

Michaella and Luiza: stacked 
cookies - chocolate and melt 
in the mouth cooikie dough, 
decorated with icing sugar and 
strawberries.

Y 110!Year 1100!!
by Miss Monsurate, Food Technology Teacher

Maria Christina: gingerbread
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On the 12 November we were asked, by a company called Bidfood, to help 
make a sculpture out of objects we can recycle such as plastic bottles, 
chocolate tins, cardboard and bubble wrap. With these items, pupils in year 
7 and 8 came up with many inspirational ideas. One pupil even made a 
Christmas tree!

On the 12 November we were asked by a com

Bidfood Recycling Competition

The reason we were asked to do this is because 
people need to know the importance of reusing, 
reducing and recycling. Recently in many waters 
around the world, animals have been suff ering 
because people have been careless and if this 
continues, then in the next seven years, all sea 
life will be extinct. This not only aff ects fi sh but 
also people because the waters will be fi lled 
with plastics, meaning some of the waters could 
be contaminated with plastic.

Now when people come into both of the 
school’s canteens they see what we have done 
and we all hope that they will support Bidfood 
on their mission for a better planet. Special 
thanks to Mr Abdou and Mr Brankin.

When we were making our projects we stumbled across many problems. Some of our projects were hard 
to make so we had to work in partners. But the main reason we were here, at the recycling project, was 
to raise awareness of our surroundings. I think it was a great idea to let the future generations understand 
the problems we could make. There were a lot good designs like an octopus, rubber band bottle powered 
car and some amazing fence art!

Recycling is very important as waste has a huge negative impact on the natural environment. Harmful 
chemicals and greenhouse gasses are released from rubbish in landfi ll sites. Recycling helps to reduce the 
pollution caused by waste. ... Recycling reduces the need for raw materials so that the rainforests can be 
preserved.

A few facts:
• Recycled paper 

produces 73% less 
air pollution than if it 
was made from raw 
materials.

• 12.5 million Tonnes of 
paper and cardboard are 
used annually in the UK.

• The average person in 
the UK gets through 
38kg of newspapers per 
year.

• It takes 24 trees 
to make 1 ton of 
newspaper.

by Logos Attickal, Year 7

Art in action!
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School Clubs are a superb way for pupils to take part in a 
range of extra-curricular activities to support their learning. 
They also provide a great opportunity for pupils to build 
friendships. There are currently over 30 clubs running.

A Year 7 pupil stated, “This school off ers so many school 
clubs and it has been a great opportunity for me to build new 
friendships and help me to feel more settled at secondary 
school”.

Science Club provides a fun and friendly space 
for pupils to engage in hands-on experiments 

and explore a range of 
fascinating topics.

This term in Science Club, 
pupils have had loads of 
fun. Our budding scientists 
have explored a range 
of habitats using Virtual 
Reality, created their very 
own lava lamps, made fl uff y 
slime, built balloon rockets, 
created pH potions, grown 
crystals, used microscopes, 
and built models of the 
solar system!

History Club is every Thursday lunchtime for pupils 
in Years 7 to 10. They debate with other history 
fans, research areas of interest with support from 
the History 
Department, 
watch 
documentaries, 
create models 
and posters, and 
much more. 

Pupils have 
created models 
of historic 
landmarks, such as Medieval castles and the 
Colosseum of Rome. November’s focus was on the
Remembrance and the impact of war on society.

BBC School Report Club is designed to give pupils 
the opportunity to produce their own reports, and to 
reach and inform a real audience about the stories 
and topics that matter to them.

There are reporting opportunities all year round: 
• Uploading young people’s work and programme 

ideas directly to the BBC where they can be 
pitched to programme-makers.

• Attending BBC events in your area.
• Learning a range of journalistic and technical 

skills from BBC staff , presenters and online 
resources.

• Taking part in high-profi le projects involving 
hundreds of UK schools and youth organisations.

This year, in an attempt to promote a stronger 
culture of reading for pleasure, we launched a range 
of stretching reading clubs targeted at KS3 and KS4 
(Years 7 to 11). The texts being led by teachers are 
thought-provoking, challenging and so far have led 
to some fantastic discussion. Ms Whelan noted how 
her Year 8 group have been particularly impressive 
with their feminist discussion, thinking in a way that 
challenges their own preconceptions.

Lambda Club is a drama group where pupils pick a 
poem, extract from a book or scene from a play, to 
then learn and perform to each other each week. 
This will hopefully culminate in an end of year 
performance!
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Clubs

History Club is every
History Club

bd Cl b i dL m
Lambda Club

This yyyyyeaeaeaeaaearrrr iiiinnnnnnn ananaaan aaaaaattttttttttememememe
Reading Club

BBC School Report Club is desBBBBBBCCCCCC ScScScSccchhhohohh olololol RRRReppporororroo tttt CCCClu sisiiiggngnggngnedeedee tttt
BBC School Report Club

Science Club

way for pupils to take part in a
by Miss Christodoulou, Clubs Coordinator
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Geography Trip to Pendarren House

The geography Department took twelve Year 11 geographers to Pendarren House to 
study a range of physical upland features.

On our mountain walk, we saw corries, aretes and tarns. We nearly lost a few pupils to 
the extreme winds, but thankfully we all made it back safe and sound! After our walk, 
the geographers explored underground caves, and following excessive rainfall, they got 
a bit more wet than they would have liked. A fantastic trip was had overall.

By Ms Dunne, Assistant Headteacher
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We were lucky enough to secure tickets to 
Shakespeare’s Globe’s production of Macbeth 
at its candlelit Wanamaker Theatre. Numerous 
scenes were acted with very little lighting, 
and some with a single character. The viewing 
was very atmospheric, and truly captured the 
essence of ‘Macbeth’.

Pupils in Year 11 attended a lecture on 
Shakespeare beforehand as part of their 
‘Ambitious Fiends’ discussions, which focuses 
on how Renaissance playwrights dealt with 
the themes of ambition and the supernatural. 
This gave pupils some excellent insight into 
the context in which the play was written. The 
performance gave pupils invaluable insight into 
how stagecraft, pacing and actors’ positioning 
on stage are used for dramatic impact.

In September, A2 English Literature students attended 
a workshop at the house of the poet John Keats in 
Hampstead. It was very exciting to be physically in the 

place where our 
beloved poet lived 
and wrote, and look 
out at the garden 
that he described 
so beautifully in 
his poems. The 
Educational Offi  cer 
of the house ran 
a thorough and 
extremely informative 
workshop and we 
left with a wealth 
of knowledge about 
Keats’ life, as well as 
analysing together 
two of his poems.

In November, seven students from the A level 
English course made a trip to a poetry night in 
Hammersmith. We enjoyed a long ride on the 
Piccadilly line to Hammersmith, then walked 
along the river, enjoying the lovely view of the Thames at 
night.

We had decided to attend an open mic poetry night 
as part of our study of contemporary poetry, and were 
recommended the “Boomerang Club” in Hammersmith. 
We saw a mix of acts: from a poet talking about love 
to one talking about insects, from a performer rapping 
through the alphabet to another throwing sharp sarcasm, 
we were exposed to a real range of styles and topics.
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English Department
We were lucky enough to secure
Macbeth at Th e Globe

In September, A2 English Literature
A2 Trip to Keats’ House

In November seven students from

A2 Trip to Poetry Night

Erik: “It was a wholesome night. The 
people were nice and interesting.”

Veronica: “It was very diverse: there 
was space for lots of diff erent people 
to come and share their words.”

Chidu: “There was an integration of the old and new, with 
some poets looking to the past and others exploring very 
contemporary issues like Brexit.”

The Globe Players gave an 
excellent performance of J B Priestley’s ‘An 
Inspector Calls’.  Pupils from Years 10 and 
11, who have been studying the play for 
GCSE English Literature, thoroughly enjoyed 
watching it come to life.  The players stopped 
at key scenes to give a brief explanation as 
to the importance of this scene within the 
play, enabling pupils to take notes.  Watching 
texts that are studied in depth within the 
classroom gives a deeper understanding of the 
text and enables pupils to experience how the 
playwright intended his work to be portrayed.

B P i tl ’ ‘A

An Inspector 
Calls

K t ’ Hto Keats’ Houset

by Ms Mackay, Miss Nelken and 
Mrs Cliff ord, teachers of English
by Ms Mackay MMiss Nelken anddbby Ms Mackay, Miss Nelken anddbb M M k MMi N lk dd
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by Sophie, Year 11

By Daniel Ellis, Year 9

Pupils’ Corner

YYYYYYYYYYYYY 1111111eeeeeeeeeeeeeee, YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYeeeeeeeeeeeeaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrr 111111111111111111111111111111111

Before I entered Year 11, I thought it was overwhelming.  I had friends in the years above me who would 
tell me about the extra lessons that would be forced upon them.  There was, of course, a divide in those 
who thought they needed the extra help implemented and those who didn’t.

Enter Year 11, I found myself in a conundrum.  Immediately, we had Period 6s and began Saturday 
revisions the following weekend.  I had no clue how I felt about it.  My peers would complain – Period 
6s were no issue, however many of us had not experienced Saturday revisions!  As a teenager, who 
procrastinates and loves to sleep, I have complained myself.  However, I began to get used to them.  In 
all honesty, I began to prefer it over school.  Wearing my own clothes, being able to bring my phone and 
being given free snacks, and yet we’re still able to do our work and revision.

I haven’t decided what exactly I want to do in the future.  Neuroscientist, physicist, or owning my own 
clothing brand are only a few of the career paths I’ve looked into.  St Thomas More is giving me the 
support with numerous clubs (I used to go to a debating club and art club, and I’m currently in a politics 
club), as well as bringing people from various jobs to talk about what they do, work experience, and days 
dedicated to helping students with their future.  Now they are supporting me again by off ering extra 
lessons and revision, giving me the best possible opportunity to achieve my grades – enabling me the 
confi dence and freedom to choose my future career path.

Sophie refl ects on her fi rst term in Year 11

This term, we’ve been reading ‘A Christmas Carol’, a novella by Charles Dickens set in Victorian London. 
The novella focuses on a character called Ebenezer Scrooge, a miser who is described as a covetous, old 
sinner’. He doesn’t have a very good reputation with the townsfolk, but as the story progresses we learn 
that there are reasons behind his attitude.

During our English lessons, we have analysed Scrooge’s character with two specifi c quotes standing out: 
“Hard and sharp as fl int” and as “solitary as an oyster”. We engaged with these lines in closer detail, 
discussing what is implied by the explicit information employed by Dickens. 

Over the course of a few weeks, we looked further and further into Scrooge’s life and relationships and 
have created our own writing pieces using images from Victorian London as a stimulus. As we read A 
Christmas Carol, we are summarising as well as keeping track of the challenging vocabulary Dickens is 
notorious for. 

A Christmas Carol has certainly provided ample refl ection time in the lead up to Christmas. Just like 
Scrooge’s experience, Christmas off ers an opportunity to challenge your own conceptions about yourself 
and the world around you. Personally, I believe Christmas is a time for family, friends and fun; a time for 
giving and receiving; a time to acknowledge just how privileged we are. 

Daniel refl ects on ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles Dickens.
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Students in Years 12 and 13 began the year with a 
range of workshops that focused on independent 
study skills, mindfulness and team building.

Dame Barbara Stocking, President of 
Murray Edwards College, University of 
Cambridge, visited school this term to 
share her experiences of working as 
the Chief Executive of Oxfam with our 
Sixth Form. She told the story of her 
exciting career path, explaining how to 
gain experience in the charity sector, 
and then went on to meet small groups 
to discuss life at Cambridge. She has 
invited the group to spend the day 
with her at Murray Edwards College to 
experience life at Cambridge.

25 students in Years 12 and 13 attended a workshop 
delivered by the National Apprenticeship Service 
this week. The workshop introduced the students 
to the diff erent types of apprenticeship and the 
wide range of industries that off er apprenticeships. 
All of the pupils found the workshop very helpful 
and interesting, and they left with a much better 
understanding of where to fi nd vacancies and
how to make the best applications.

The Access Project provides in-school support and 
tuition to pupils to allow them to gain access to top 
universities. We are currently in our second year of 
the project, with 42 pupils from Years 10, 11, 12 
and 13 enrolled in the programme.

Pupils have attended tutorials with industry 
professionals in earnest with over 120 hours of 
tuition already logged.

Three Year 13 students are in the process of 
applying to Oxford and Cambridge, two of whom 
have been working with The Access Project core 
programme. All three attended mock interviews with 
TAP. 

In school provision has focused on supporting the 
Year 13 UCAS applications, delivering a ‘Making 
smart A-level choices’ workshop to the Year 11s, 
and launching our Oxbridge, Steps to Law, and 
Medicine societies to the Year 12s. Next term, Years 
10 and Year 11 will visit a top University.

Two Year 11 pupils won fi rst and second prizes in 
a refl ective essay competition between all Access 
Project schools, judged by some of the Cambridge 
alumni tutors.
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Sixth Form
St d t i Y 12 d 13

Off  to a good start!

The Access Project provides in schoo

Th e Access Project (TAP)

me Barbara Stocking President of

Visit by Dame Barbara 
Stocking

25 students in Years 12 and 13 attended a worksho
National Apprenticeship Workshop

Kristian and Jodi-Ann, Year 13, with Catherine Camp 
of the National Apprenticeship Service.

by Mr Ruggiero, Head of Careers
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Sport at St Th omas More
St Th omas More: Overall Sports 
Winners 2017-2018
The St Thomas More boys’ and girls’ sporting teams 
won the ‘Overall Sports Performance Award’ in 
Haringey for the last academic year!

The Haringey Schools Game Organiser hosted 
several sports competitions for all secondary schools 
in the borough, where each school accumulated 
a certain number of points for winning a sporting 
competition.

St Thomas More were fortunate enough to fi nish 1st 
in almost every sport and were crowned the overall 
champions; a cash prize of £500 was awarded to 
the PE department. The success is testament to 
the hard work and commitment from both staff  and 
pupils over the past year.

The Year 11 boys competed in the Haringey 
Badminton Tournament this year, putting in a 
fantastic eff ort. Richard, Luc-quartas, Jeremiah and 
Hao-Xi represented St Thomas More and fi nished in 
9th position. 

The Year 8 girls’ handball team played their 
tournament in December. With their skilful passing, 
leaping, hard-throwing and off -the-ball moving, the 
Year 8 team fi nished 2nd in Haringey and the Year 9 
team fi nished 4th. Congratulations to the teams!

St Thomas More’s Under 15 boys’ volleyball team 
have been crowned Haringey Champions for the 
third year running. The team was led by the current 
Year 10 England trialist, Nahome. The team beat 
Gladesmore 25-12, Greig City 25-9 and Alexandra 
Park 25-9 to win the tournament, and will now 
represent Haringey in the London Youth Games.   

The Year 8 girls
Handball The Year 11 boys

Badminton

St Thomas More
Volleyball

The U14 boys’ handball team are Haringey 
champions for the second year running. The boys 
delivered a number of convincing victories against 
Greig City, Alexandra Park School, Fortismere and 
Park View to secure 1st position. Michael and Moses 
produced fantastic individual performances to guide 
the team to victory. 

by Mr Ameh, Mr Omojudi, Miss Monsurate, 
Ms Th omas and Ms Eshen, PE Teachers
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The Year 7 girls have drawn one match and won 
6 matches, including a fantastic 10-1 win against 
Heartlands High School. They have set themselves 
up very well to head into their fi nal matches of the 
season. 

Congratulations to all the teams and good luck on 
your fi nal matches!!

Our Year 10 and 11 pupils took part in their fi rst 
mixed netball tournament at the University of 
Bedfordshire on Thursday, 6 December, where they 
played against many teams. 

Nahome, Hannah, Colleen, Edric, Ayarna and Ade 
showed their amazing shooting, while Anna-Maria, 
Latriece, Joyce, Enrique, Donique, Zeus, Caleb, 
Matilda and Aaliyah protected the defensive third.

David Barclay, David Ohene, Tei-Ann and Marlon 
played as Centre with Harley, Chairra, Malinda 
and Christina as Wings. They played against the 
University of Bedfordshire and drew 2-2. This was 
an amazing achievement as there was a minimum 
of a 3 year age gap.

Well done to all the players.The girls’ netball teams have had an amazing start 
to their season.

The Year 10 team has gone from strength to 
strength. For the past few years they have been 
beaten by Fortismere school so this year they were 
determined to win. It was an excellent match with 
amazing intercepts from Anna-Maria and shooting 
from Christina and Colleen. Donique, Latriece and 
Izani used their set plays. The girls fi nished off  the 
match with a 7-5 win! 

The Year 8 and 9 teams have also had great starts, 
with the Year 8s winning 12-1 against Duke’s 
Aldridge and the Year 9s beating Park View 15-0. 
We are hoping for even more success in our fi nal 
matches.

Netball

Girls’ Basketball
The girls’ Under 16 basketball team have been 
crowned Haringey Champions after winning the fi nal  
of the Haringey Cup against Alexandra Park School 
on Wednesday, 21 November. 

The third quarter ended 12-12, but the girls went 
into the fi nal quarter focused and determined to 
come out on top. With Chairra’s and Kechell’s drives 
towards the basket, Tei-Ann’s and Anna-Maria’s 
interceptions, Estelle’s pressure and Anna’s lay ups, 
they sealed a phenomenal 24-12 win!

The team will now play London Youth Games. Well 
done girls!

The Year 9 and 10 girls’ volleyball team won bronze 
medals in the Haringey Volleyball Tournament this 
term. They have been training with our external 
volleyball coach Gary and have been perfecting their 
dig, volley and smash shots. The games were very 
close and as the tournament progressed the girls 
became more and more confi dent. They just barely 
missed out on silver. Well done girls!
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Boys’ Basketball: Year 9
The Year 9 boys have been highly successful in 
the Haringey League, and are through to the fi nals 
against Greig City after some astounding wins. In 
their fi rst game of the term, they beat Ark John 
Keats Academy 82-14. This was Michael’s fi rst 
game, and he scored several layups.

They went on to beat Lammas School (Waltham 
Forest Champions) 56-50, despite being on the back 
foot for the majority of the game. Keanu saved the 
day, driving towards the basket several times in the 
fi nal quarter to put St Thomas More in the lead, 
while Chukwudi made a memorable fi rst dunk!

Tobi and Ridley played their fi rst games since Year 7 
to help the team beat Edmonton County 75-13. The 
top scorer in this match was Gabriel.

The fi nal games of the season were a 62-5 win 
against Heartlands High, and a 76-12 win against 
Alexandra Park School.

The Year 10 boys also had their fi rst game against 
Ark John Keats Academy. A polished performance 
saw St Thomas More win 23-12, with most points 
coming from Nathan and Toks.

The Year 11 team fi nished jointly at the top of the 
Haringey Basketball League this term. Marleigh 
orchestrated a polished performance to seal a 49-37 
win against Alexandra Park, while Jaiden (Harin-
gey Hawks player) scored a number of baskets to 
give the boys a 76-6 win against Woodside High. 
Ronaldo, Edric and Daniel also displayed solid 
performances.

The Year 10 boys also had their fi rst game agai
Boys’ Basketball: Years 10 and 11

20 talented Year 7 boys got to work with last year’s 
National Basketball Champions (Haringey Hawks) 
at the Haringey Sixth Form Centre. The head coach 
delivered skill-related activities, and the Under 18 
team demonstrated a number of leadership drills 
for our Year 7 pupils to use in their own sessions. 
Several prizes were awarded to our pupils for their 
creativity and work ethic.  

20 talented Year 7 boys got to work with las
Year 7 Leadership Sports’ Trip

Junior NBA League: National Cup
30 of the top schools in the country have been 
selected for the Junior NBA League, and allocated 
a professional team. St Thomas More’s Year 7 boys 
are one of those teams, and have been allocated 
the Toronto Raptors.

They played their fi rst two games this term, 
fi rstly beating Greig City 22-14. This was 
especially impressive as they had to make up a 10-4 
defi cit, which they did with some prolifi c layups from 
Kwesi, Jazye and Ibuchi.

The team continued their exceptional play, beat-
ing Maria Fidelis 25-6 on the same day. Points from 
Cristiano, Daniel and Jesse, and great play from 
Ananiah, Henry, Emmanuel, Tyrese and Darren 
sealed the victory for the team.
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The Year 7 boys have been working hard for 
succcess this term, and have so far made it to the 
third round of the London Cup.

They started by beating Woodside High 2-0 in the 
Haringey League. They initially found it hard to 
penetrate Woodside’s defence, but were extremely 
resilient, and second half goals from Ibuchie and 
Kobi brought the team to victory.

Another strong performance against Highgate Wood 
saw our boys take a 6-0 win, followed by a draw 
against Fortismere School.

The boys’ fi rst London Cup game was a home game 
against Bow School. St Thomas More sailed to 
victory, with goals from Cristiano, Kevin, Akon, Kobi 
(with 2) and Isaac (with 3).

They most recently beat Norwood school 2-1, with 
goals from Kwabena and Ibuchie.

The Year 7 boys have been wor
Football: Year 7 Boys

Football: Years 8 to 11 Boys
The Year 8 boys are through to the second round of 
the London Cup, and quarter-fi nals of the Middlesex 
Cup.

Romeo scored in the fi rst game of the season to 
give the boys a 1-0 win against Alexandra Park. A 
week later, second half goals from Kobi, Cristiano, 
David and Xavi saw the boys take a comfortable 4-1 
victory against Woodside High, despite being down 
1-0 in the fi rst half.

The team continued to display their competence 
as they secured another victory against Park View.  
Jayshaun, Rennie, Romeo (with 3) and David scored 
to secure a 6-0 win. 

Their fi rst London Cup match against Bow School 
was won 8-2, with goals from Romeo, Lamarrhio, 
Jayshaun, David, Jesse and Emmanuel, and they 
replicated their success in the Middlesex Cup by 
beating Heathland 2-1. Goals were from Xavi and 
Rennie.

The Year 9 boys have claimed victories against 
Park View School, Alexandra Park, Fortismere and 
Woodside this term, and are yet to lose a match. 
Several goals from Thomas, Tobi, Karnae and Tobias 
have put the squad into the quarter-fi nal of the 
Middlesex Cup and a solid performance against the 
East London Science School has progressed the 
team to the second round of the London Cup. 
Captain Raymond is determined to win all three 
trophies this season!

The Year 10 team has taken full points against 
Fortismere, Woodside and Dukes academy as the 
opposing teams cancelled the games at the last 
minute. The team have also progressed to the 
next round of the Middlesex Cup after beating 
their Haringey neighbours 6-1 with goals from 
Ronaldinho, Kaquan (with 4) and Quaine.

The Year 11 boys’ football team have been crowned 
champions after winning the Haringey Football Cup. 
The tournament was hosted by St Thomas More at 
the Frederik Knight Sports Ground. The Year 11s 
secured victories against Highgate Wood, Greig 
City, Park View and Woodside to take home the 
gold. Top scorer, Massie, said he was pleased his 
players showed fantastic cohesion to come through 
as champions. The captain, Donnabhan, received 
Player of the Tournament. Well done on this 
amazing achievement, boys!

The boys have also progressed to the quarter-fi nals 
of the Middlesex Cup after beating Compton School, 
Marylebone Boys and University College London. 
Goals from Jeremiah and Nathan, and a last minute 
penalty from Alex, affi  rmed the fi nal victory.
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The Under 13 girls’ football team have done 
extremely well so far this season. They are currently 
unbeaten in both the Middlesex and London Cups.

Their fi rst London Cup game was against Brampton 
Manor, where they won 13-0. They are now 
through to the quarter-fi nals after beating St. Mary 
Magdalene 5-4 in extra time. Goal scorers were 
Megan (with 4) and Andrea.

Their fi rst Middlesex Cup game resulted in a 4-2 win 
against Chace Community School. They then beat 
Gladesome School 11-0, and are currently top of 
their group.

St Thomas More are currently at the top of the 
tables for Years 8, 9 and 10, and second for Year 7.
St Thomas More are currently at the top of the

Haringey Football League Current 
Standings (Boys)

The Sixth Form boys started their season with a 
compelling display against Drayton Manor. Goals 
from Jeremiah, Ronald, Peter and Eddy (with 2) saw 
them outclass their rivals 5-1.

They replicated their success a week later, beating 
Preston Manor 4-0 in the Middlesex League and 
Southgate College 3-1 in the fi rst match of the 
Middlesex Cup. Goals were from Jeremiah, Peter, 
Aaron, and Eddy.

Jeremiah, Eddy, Aaron, Quinton and Dylan all scored 
to secure a 7-2 victory against John Lyon in the 
most recent game, progressing our Sixth Formers 
into the semi-fi nals of the Middlesex Cup.

The Sixth Form boys started their seas
Football: Sixth Form Boys
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Football: Under 13 Girls

Girls’ Rugby
This term, our girls’ rugby Under 13s and Under 15s 
have performed excellently on the rugby pitch.
 
The Under 13 and Under 15 teams both gained a 
silver medal at the Haringey Tag Rugby Tournament, 
winning two matches and losing one.

The girls have been training exceptionally hard three 
times a week, in full contact rugby, and are fearless 
on the pitch. Their tackling, scrums, lineouts and 
passing are of the level of a team that has played 
for years.  They show great team work, resilience, 
passion and strength.

On 21 November, the Under 13 team travelled 
to Buckingham in Milton Keynes to play a rugby 
specialist school: The Royal Latin School. The 
girls played a four quarter game (10 minutes per 
quarter). The opposition were confi dent, play-
ing at home, and were beating us with a 3-0 lead, 
however, our girls regrouped, discussed defensive 
tactics and decided how to utilise their fastest 
players. 

In the second quarter, Abosa scored a fantastic 
try, sprinting straight through their defensive line. 
Our team started to attack more aggressively, 
and Dyanna and Makaya made some exceptional 
tackles to protect their line. The score card by the 
third quarter was 5-5 and the girls really showed 
resilience - they were taking big hits and recycling 
back into the game without a thought.

We cleared the ball out well, tackled well and made 
some brilliant runs - winning the game 9-5! Ashieka 
was a brilliant, supportive captain. Well done to the 
whole team!

The St Thomas More boys’ swimming team took 
the bronze medal in this year’s Haringey swimming 
contest. Eight swimmers competed in a number 
of races to accumulate the most points for their 
team. Benjamin Figueira, Patrick Lohan and Gerard 
Dominguez produced some excellent performances 
to secure the most points for the team.

The St Thomas M

Swimming

Megan in Year 8 is currently the leading goal scorer 
with 16 goals, followed by Adaora in Year 7, with 8.
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The boys started the season with an unfortunate 
9-8 loss in their warm up fi xture against Seven 
Kings. Several tries from Dainnan, Ikenna, Chukwudi 
and Patrick weren’t quite enough for the win!

The team had better success in their opening 
National cup fi xture against Colne School from 
Essex. Ikenna, Raymond, Dainnan and Chukwudi 
all scored a number of tries to vanquish their 
opposition 10-3.

The boys started the season
Rugby: Year 9 Boys

Rugby: Year 8 Boys
The Year 8 boys played their fi rst game this season 
against Seven Kings. After several tries from Samuel 
and Romeo, the warm up fi xture ended in a 7-7 
draw.

After winning the Regional competition, the team 
qualifi ed for the National Cup, along with eight other 
schools from around the country. Unfortunately, the 
team lost their fi rst game to Colchester 6-2. They 
are now in the waiting game to see if they can 
make it to the semi-fi nals, having been awarded the 
points for their second game as the East London 
Science School were unable to play the match.

Kofi , Karnae, Denzel and Lloyd represented the 
boys’ Under 15 table tennis team in the Haringey 
Cup. The boys played fantastically, coming second 
out of 11 teams.

Kofi, Karnae, Denzel and Llo
Boys’ Table Tennis

Year 11 pupils Richard and Victor entered the Jack 
Petchey Table Tennis Competition due to their 
playing prowess. Both St Thomas More pupils beat 
various pupils across London to receive the gold 
and silver medals in the competition. An excellent 
achievement for both boys!

The semi-fi nal showed fantastic eff ort from the 
boys, with tries from Dainnan, Romeo, Ikenna, 
Chukwudi, and Ronnie. This wasn’t enough to win 
the match, but the boys have done an amazing job 
to fi nish in the top four teams in England! Victor with his silver medal:

Richard with his gold medal:

’ T bl T ioys’ Table TennisR b Y 8 BRugby: Year 8 Boys BBo

36



On Wednesday, 12 December, our KS3 pupils performed in the Haringey Dance Competition at
Heartlands High School. The pupils have worked very hard with Miss Kumar to develop their own 
choreographed dance, which tells a heart-wrenching story of the battle between angels and demons, 
darkness and light.

The routine comprises two pieces of music - ‘Birds Set Free’ by Sia and ‘Swan Lake’, and fuses 
contemporary style with ballet. The pupils have been learning how to portray a range of emotions through 
dance, and the resulting piece is both expressive and emotive. The performers are skilled and articulate, 
and it was certainly the angels rather than the demons that came out on the day!

Well done St Thomas More School Dancers!

On Wednesday 12 December our KS3 pupils performed in the Haringey Dance Competition at

Haringey Dance Competition

The PE department off ers a wide range of sports 
clubs for all pupils to attend. If there are any pupils 
interested in attending clubs, they should check the 
schedules in the PE changing rooms.

The PE department o
School Clubs
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The following pupils have been scouted by reputable sports teams as they have demonstrated their 
talents to an exceptional level:

f

Pupil Successes

Ioannis Kanatas, Year 10, 
(seen here with the Middlesex 
team coach) gained fi rst place 
in December, playing for the 
Middlesex team in the Under 
16 Water Polo Inter County 
Championship.

Simone Cioara Mantino in Year 
9 represented St Thomas More 
in the London Regional Schools 
Judo Championship. Simone 
obtained the silver medal and 
qualifi ed for The National Schools 
Championship that will take place 
next year. A big well done to 
him and we wish him well in the 
National Competition. 

Isaiah has been a member of 
Tottenham’s Youth Academy for 
the past few years. He has been 
playing exceptionally well and 
shown versatility in a number of 
positions.   

Saorisa and Trea 
Hourigan in Year 7 
played for TFA (Total 
Football Academy) 
from 2017-2018, and 
are currently playing 
for Haringey Girls’ 
Academy. Last year 
they won the Aces 
and Nationals. Trea 
is a midfi elder and 
Saoirse is a goal-
keeper. 

Point guard Keanu has been 
a prominent member of the 
Haringey Hawks Under 14 and 
Under 16 squads. 

Six foot three Jacob Pelling has 
been a prominent member of this 
year’s Haringey Hawks team. He 
also received a cap for the Under 
16 team.

Six foot four Chukwudi 
Dioramma continues to 
represent last year’s national 
basketball champions, the 
Haringey Hawks, at both Under 
14 and Under 16 level. His team 
remain unbeaten this season!

I i h h b b f
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Khayon Edwards is still working 
hard for the Arsenal Youth 
Academy. He is a regular squad 
player who plays every week. 
We wish him a lot of success and 
hope he continues to progress at 
Arsenal. 

Quaine Bartley is a decisive 
member for the AFC Wimbledon 
Football Academy. Quaine has 
scored several goals this season 
and continues to push on at his 
club. 

Megan Peters-Weise in Year 
8 played for Totenham Hotspurs 
ladies for three seasons, from 
2015 to 2018, and Omonio Boys 
Youth team for 6 seasons from 
2012 to 2018. She represented 
Enfi eld in Germany and at the 
London Youth Games in 2015 
and 2016. She currently plays for 
Haringey Girls’ Academy and was 
chosen to represent Middlesex 
this season.

Congratulations to Nathan Brown in Year 11. He has been off ered 
a 2 Year Scholarship contract at Cambridge United Football Club, 
starting 30 June 2019. This is fantastic news for all of Nathan’s family, 
St Thomas More Catholic School Community, and of course Nathan 
himself! He has worked tirelessly, committing many hours towards his 
development, with the best result possible. We wish him well in his 
pursuit of becoming a professional footballer.

Alex Mansaray is also showing a lot of promise in the Cambridge 
United Football Academy.

Tobi has established himself in 
the Watford Youth Academy. He 
scored 2 goals in a 10-0 win in his 
most recent performance against 
Reading Academy.

Hubert’s continued excellent 
performances for Arsenal have 
captured the attention of England 
national coaches once again. 
Hubert has been invited to St 
George’s Park, the home of 
the FA, to partake in a two day 
‘England Men’s Goalkeeping 
Development Event’. This is a 
huge honour, which both Hubert 
and the School are extremely 
proud of.
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Congratulations to Na hthan Brown in Year 11 He has been offered

Quaine Bartley is a decisi ey

H b t’ ti d ll t i

39

Th e Glendalian



Peer Mentoring

Governors and Staff  
at St Thomas More 

Catholic School would 
like to wish you a 

safe, happy and holy 
Christmas Christmas 

Our Peer Mentoring programme has been growing 
in popularity and now has over 50 mentors, who 
provide younger pupils with support, guidance, 
friendship and reinforcement. The programme is 
designed to contribute to the development of both 
mentors and mentees and enable them to develop 
the confi dence, self-esteem and skills they need for 
success in school and in life. 

One mentor said, “Mentoring helped me to develop 
my leadership and management skills. I feel that 
I made a positive impact on my mentee as I 
encouraged and supported him to build new friendships. Mentoring has given me the confi dence to support 
others and I feel proud of the impact I’ve made.” 

The Peer Mentoring programme helps the school to support its Catholic ethos. Staff  are especially proud of 
how the Mentors have grown into their roles. Feedback from pupils has been overwhelmingly positive and 
indicates that the programme has been a great success.

Mentees eff used that their Mentors truly helped 
them grow as individuals. One said, “My mentor 
has helped me to develop my confi dence, 
communication skills and given me guidance 
throughout my school year. The scheme has really 
helped me to settle into a new school and feel a 
part of the school community.”

h b i

by Miss Christodoulou

St Thomas More Catholic School
Glendale Avenue
Wood Green
London
N22 5HN

Tel: 020 8888 7122
Fax: 020 8826 9370
Email:  offi  ce@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk
www.stthomasmoreschool.org.uk


