St Andrew Dung Lac

Through the missionary efforts of various religious families beginning in the sixteenth
century and continuing until 1866, the Vietnamese people heard the message of the gospel,
and many accepted it despite persecution and even death. On June 19, 1988, Pope John
Paul II canonized 117 persons martyred in the eighteenth century. Among these were
ninety-six Vietnamese, eleven missionaries born in Spain and belonging to the Order of
Preachers, and ten French missionaries belonging to the Paris Foreign Mission Society.
Among these saints are eight Spanish and French bishops, fifty priests (thirteen European
and thirty-seven Vietnamese), and fifty-nine lay people. These martyrs gave their lives not
only for the Church but for their country as well. They showed that they wanted the gospel
of Christ to take root in their people and contribute to the good of their homeland. On June
1, 1989, these holy martyrs were inscribed in the liturgical calendar of the Universal Church
on November 24th.

St Clement I. Pope Ireland – St Columbian

Little is known of this apostolic father beyond a few facts. He was a disciple of S. Peter, and
perhaps of S. Paul. It is thought that the Clement whom S. Paul praises as a faithful fellowworker, whose name is written in the Book of Life [Philippians 4:3], was Clement, afterwards
Bishop of Rome. But there is great difficulty in admitting this supposition. It is certain that
Clement, the idol of the Petrine party in the Primitive Church, about whom their myths and
traditions circled lovingly, was quite removed in feeling from the Pauline party.

According to Tertullian, Clement succeeded S. Peter immediately in the episcopal
government of the Church at Rome. But in the list of Bishops given us by Irenaeus and
Eusebius he occupies the third place after the apostle, that is, after Linus and Cletus
(Anacletus). It is, however, probable that the Church at Rome had at first two successions,
one Petrine, the other Pauline, but that they speedily merged into one; and this will account
for the confusion in the lists of the first Bishops of Rome. Clement probably was Petrine, and
Cletus Pauline bishop, the former ruling the converted Jews, the latter the Gentile converts.
We know nothing of the events of his pontificate, except that there was a schism at Corinth,
which drew forth a letter from him which is preserved. S. Jerome and S. Irenaeus do not say
that he died a martyr's death, but Rufinus and Zosimus give him the title of martyr; but this
title by no means implies that he had died for the faith; it had anciently more extended
signification than at present, and included all who had witnessed a good confession, and
suffered in any way for their faith.

