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We sadly say goodbye to a number of staff: Rufus
Ajayi, Aaron Best, Eunyi Choi, Vahide Dervish, EvaLouise Howard, Kelly Kirwan, Regan Lacey, Rebecca
Leach, Alex O’Connor, William Ongeri, Rachel
Owusu-Dome, Christine Spain, Cherrelle Thompson,
Nathan Walsh, Phoebe Ward and Philip Wunnerlich.
Nalini Vicknathasan is retiring after 37 years at St
Thomas More School, although she will be doing
some teaching on a part-time basis next year.
Elisabeth Daly, Amber Dutton, Nataly Hajiantoni,
Patrick Powell are moving to other CHAT schools.
I remind parents again that if they feel their child
is falling behind or they have concerns, they should
contact Clare Dunne, Head of Teaching & Learning
to see what extra support can be provided.
I am delighted that Year 7 is once again full and the
Year 6 pupils have been invited to Summer School.
There are also be opportunities for Years 7 and 8 to
come in for some tailored intervention.

Dear Parent/Carer,
There is no doubt that we are living in interesting
times and that the last couple of years have been
turbulent: Brexit, the impact of the pandemic, the
Ukrainian Russian conflict, the climate emergency,
the deteriorating economic situation and the
prospect of a new Prime Minister and the third
Education Secretary in as many weeks! However,
we need to be optimistic, put our trust in the Lord
and take the opportunity to work together as a
community. Things will get better and we will
support each other as best we can. The parable of
the Good Samaritan in Sunday’s gospel reminds us
that everyone is our neighbour.

Can I take this opportunity to thank you for your
ongoing support. I wish you a good summer and
the chance of some rest and relaxation with friends
and family. I remind you that the whole school is
back on Wednesday 7th September.
With my best wishes
Martin Tissot
Executive Headteacher

Last week was possibly the busiest of our school
year to date. I listened in Staff Briefing as we
were told about the Spanish trip, the end of term
musical performances showcased last week, Year
11 prom, Year 11 into Sixth Form induction day, the
work experience for Year 10, mock exams for Years
7-9 and a number of local trips, including a visit
to the Houses of Parliament – clearly we have not
wound down quietly at St Thomas More. Our Year
12s have now started their Year 13 curriculum and
we held a special Feast Day last week with Bishop
Sherringham co-celebrating with our local parish
priest. We held our sports days this week and a
number of meetings including the Full Governing
Body meeting.
Overall we are pleased with the way that the year
has gone. Although Covid is still with us (increasing
numbers are testing positive), the operation of the
school has gone back to normal and we are pleased
that the vast majority of the pupils have caught up.
Thank you to parents for all the help and support you
have given your child. We are looking to complement
this with extra interventions and bespoke support.
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Religious Education Department

by Mrs Henry, Head of RE

Liturgical in the RE Department
Voluntary Mass

those struggling with long-term chronic conditions
such as dementia. They carried the highest burden
which included prolonged isolation, the distress
for families being unable to visit, delayed medical
interventions and tragic, isolated deaths followed
by shortened, minimal funeral rites. Many family
members and friends continue to bear the wound of
deep grief which hurts and is still in need for healing.

Religious Education plays a central, vital and
important part in the life of the Catholic School
here at St Thomas More. At the heart of the
Catholic Education is the Christian vision of the
human person. This visualisation is expressed and
explored in Religious Education. Therefore, Religious
Education is never simply one subject among many,
but the foundation of the entire educational process.
The beliefs and values that are studied in Catholic
Religious Education encourage and draw together
every feature of the life of a Catholic School.

On this day, we are invited to think again about
the value and worth of older persons in families,
in society and to make practical choices to build
bridges between the generations. Pope Francis has
said that the alliance between generations is our
lost gift and we have to get it back. He invites us to
listen to the dreams of older women and men and
to learn from their care.

We are dedicated to teaching classroom RE,
because all pupils have the right to receive a general
education which will enable them, in the light of
the faith of the Church, to engage with the deepest
questions of life and find reasons for the hope which
is within them (I Peter 3:15) “But in your hearts
revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give
an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with
gentleness and respect”.

Prayer

I thank you, Lord for the comfort of your presence even
in times of loneliness. You are my hope and confidence.
You have been my rock and my fortress since my
youth. I thank you for having given me a family and
for having blessed me with a long life. I thank you for
moments of joy and difficulty for the dreams that have
already come true in my life and for those that are still
ahead of me. Sustain me in weakness and help me to
live life to the full in each moment that you give me in
the certainty that you are with me every day until the
end of the age. Amen.

The aim of Religious Education at St Thomas More
School is to develop young people who are religiously
literate and have the knowledge, understanding and
skills to think spiritually, ethically and theologically,
who are aware of the demands of religious
commitment in everyday life, and who have also
been helped to become mature and committed in
their beliefs and values. We support and reassure our
pupils as they question and seek to formulate their
ideas and beliefs by providing a sound theological
and scriptural basis on which to frame them.

Jewish Workshop

The pupils in Key Stage 3 had the opportunity
to further their knowledge of the Jewish faith.
Across the Diocese there has been a commitment
to explore the relationship between Christianity
and Judaism and develop an understanding of the
beliefs, teachings and practices of this faith.

We are continuing to do so by offering voluntary
mass every Monday where pupil’s teachers and
associates can partake. This is combined with form
masses. This will continue next term (September)
where we will continue to have the pupils being
involved more in the preparation of the masses. The
mass is held in the chapel and is presided over by
the priest, Father Paul. We have such a vast amount
of pupils attending the mass that we are thinking of
having an additional mass during the week.

Some of Year 9 pupils participated in the one day
programme. Our school was warmly welcomed
throughout the day. We were overwhelmed by
the enormous generosity of the entire group of
volunteers who generated a tremendous amount of
interest, enthusiasm and curiosity in the students
about the Jewish community. There is a Jewish
proverb that states, hospitality is one form of
worship and we were extremely well looked after.

A Day For Life

Pentecost Mass at Westminster Cathedral

During the month of June we celebrated “A Day for
Life” The focus this year is older persons. The Covid
pandemic highlighted the desperate plight of many
older people, especially those in care homes and

We were invited to a special Pentecost Liturgy
joining other schools throughout the Diocese
of Westminster to celebrate the diversity of our
Diocese. This reminds us that we are called like the
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The school is always grateful and appreciative for
the time and effort Father Paul takes on behalf of
the students. He is affable, avuncular and wise. His
homily are always sensitive and thought provoking.
His message for the students and faculty was;
where there is an absence of love to bring love.
He said it is not only what you achieve but just as
important what you share.

first disciples to go out into the world and spread
the Good News of Jesus. This was held on Thursday,
9th June 2022, at Westminster Cathedral.
50 students and 4 staff attended the mass which
was led by Mr Henry Hollins. The pupils had a lovely
time at the mass and were very appreciative.

The students were very appreciative and hopefully
they were able to take away with them some
spiritual enrichment. We wish them well in whatever
they endeavour to do.

Year 11 End Of Year Exam Mass

On the 6th of July we held a special end of
Examination Mass for our pupils who are leaving us
this year and for some that will be returning in Year
12. We also had a mass before the examinations for
all examination pupils.
The afternoon was to celebrate the end of school for
our Year 11s at the end of their exams. We were
joined by pupils, parents and staff to celebrate the
mass, along with our Priest Father Paul.
“It was a great occasion to come together as a
Catholic community and celebrate everything that
the pupils have brought to the school in their time
here. Thank you to everyone who helped out and
contributed to a beautiful and reflective leavers
mass.”; the pupils were very appreciative.

Holy Day Feast of St Peter and St Paul

On the 29th of June, as a whole school, we have
come together to live and express the Catholic life
by celebrating the Feast of Saints Peter and Paul
or Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul which is a
liturgical feast which honours the martyrdom of both
Saint Peter and Saint Paul. We know at times that
life is both busy and hectic. Whether we are in work
or in school, we find it difficult to take the time to
enjoy our lives and more importantly have the time
to reflect on our faith.

Sixth Form Leavers’ Mass

The RE Department has been very busy this time
of the year with the Sixth Form leavers’ mass. Trust
in the Lord on your long journey. Trust in the Lord
with all your heart, and do not rely on your own
understanding. Acknowledge him in all your ways, and
he will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5–6).

Despite our struggles to find that time, the Church
has provided a day in which we are reminded
that every single one of us are Apostles, that we
should continue to live out and spread the Gospel.
The pupils and the teachers were reminded that
the feast goes beyond honouring the founders of
the Church but it is a day in which we are one;
strangers have become friends and through Christ
we recognise one another as brothers and sisters.

The St Thomas More Catholic School is defined by
the words of our patron saint, “The King’s good
servant but God’s first.”
The entire school is committed to helping every
student to fully develop their academic and
intellectual potential in parallel with our faith in God.
As the end of the school year is approaching, it is also
the conclusion of the time many Sixth Form students
will spend at St Thomas More. Father Paul presided
over the Year 13s leavers’ mass. This Mass marks the
end of one journey and the start of another.

“To be with Peter means to preserve the unity
of the Christian Church. To speak with Paul
is to proclaim the pure Word of God. Their
passion was to proclaim the Gospel of Christ.
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Their commitment was to create a place for
everyone in Christ’s church. Their loyalty to
Christ was valid to death. Peter and Paul are
for us a strong foundation; they are pillars of
our church.”
The celebration was impeccable. The pupils were
fantastic and the Priests commented on their
excellent behaviour during the masses and the
respects they have shown for the sacrament.
He used these two words to describe the pupils:
“respectful and reverent”.

The question is where true goodness comes from.
Ultimately everything that is truly good comes from
God. There is one true source of goodness in your
life, in my life, and that all comes from God. God
Bless you all. Have a great summer break.

Beginning of the School Year
Consecutive Masses for all Years.

Mondays

I have started a reflection session on a Monday
where we read passages from the Bible and Pray.

Class Masses Wednesdays

Every Wednesday in the Chapel Class masses are
held where the pupils make up their own bidding
prayers etc. (Pupil led).

Thursdays

Every Thursday at lunchtime, the RE Department
runs a video club; all are welcome (normally about
10-15 pupils attend). Will resume in September.

Break Time

In September we will be having a time for reflection
in the Library. We will have a box where the pupils
can make request for someone that they wish us to
pray for. Requests are put into the box in the library
or handed to Ms Henry.

Saint Peter and St Paul

St Thomas More Feast Day

Harvest Feast Day

There was a mass of celebration to remember
the life and good work of one of our Saints, St
Thomas More. This was celebrated by Bishop
John Sherrington who is overseer for the Catholic
Education in the Diocese of Westminster.

During the month of September, collecting for the
Catholic Children’s Society/Harvest Feast Day.

All Saints Day

Hoping to say Mass for the whole school next year.

The pupils, teachers and associate staff played
a very important part in the mass by doing the
readings and our Drama department as usual had a
drama alongside the mass which was based on the
life of St Thomas More. Our thanks to Mrs Rosen
and Miss Bevan in the Drama department who has
never failed to surprise us with their pupils’ beautiful
performances each year.

All Souls (November)

Students write their request this is displayed in the
Chapel and prayer is then said for them.

Coming Up
•

Sixth Form students to organise a dinner/buffet
for the Pensioners in the Area.
• Soup Run for Shelter.
• More visits from outside speakers. Charities that
we support will be in next year to do a talk. I
will be arranging for CAFOD to visit the school to
offer Assemblies and Classroom Workshops.
• Father Paul will be in next year to do a talk on
“Vocation”
• SPUC hoping to arrange visits to do a
presentation on ethical issues etc.
• Christmas Party for the Senior Citizens.
Have a restful end of school year and may God in
his infinite wisdom continue to guide, protect and
watch over each other until we meet again.

Many thanks to the teachers of RE for their
continued support and dedication.
To Ms Natalie Yang and her team. The choir is
absolutely amazing. Their dedication in helping the
RE department is outstanding. Many thanks for your
support. To Mr Rhodes who is always at hand to
assist. May the Lord bless you all.

Goodness

Goodness is a wonderful thing. What do we mean
when we say that someone is good? It really means
that they have goodness in their heart, doesn’t it?
They may be kind, or loving or helpful to others.

5

The Glendalian

Support for the Highly Able

Ms Brightling, mentor and assistant to the ‘Highly Able’

Wider Reading for the Highly Able

As part of our continued drive to promote wider
reading outside of lessons, we sat down with the
History department to discuss what supplementary
texts underpin their discipline. Supplementary reading
allows our pupils to build on prior learning and access
ideas and concepts that go beyond the challenge of our
curriculum. At GCSE and A-Level, pupils who regularly
read outside of their core texts are far more likely to
access top marks.

Year 9 ‘Business in FOCUS’ Trip to
the Bank of America

On Friday 10th June a group of Year 9 pupils visited
the Bank of America Merrill Lynch for a hands-on
work experience day. They worked in teams to
create their own music charity and were supported
by the Bank of America staff who shared their
expertise and provided feedback. Meeting the
volunteers from the world of finance provided a
unique opportunity for pupils to gain an insight into
corporate careers, think about how they can achieve
their goals and develop skills highly desired by
universities and employers.

We thought we’d draw together the top three texts
at KS3, KS4 and KS5 to help inspire you ahead of
your summer reading lists!
Small Island by Andrea Levy – KS3
It is 1948, and England is recovering from
a war. But at 21 Nevern Street, London,
the conflict has only just begun. Queenie
Bligh’s neighbours do not approve when
she agrees to take in Jamaican lodgers,
but Queenie doesn’t know when her
husband will return, or if he will come
back at all. What else can she do?
Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind by Yuval
Noah Harari – KS4
What makes us brilliant? What makes us
deadly? What makes us Sapiens?
Yuval Noah Harari challenges everything
we know about being human.

The pupils said the best things about this
programme were…

Earth is 4.5 billion years old. In just a
fraction of that time, one species among
countless others has conquered it: us.

“It was fun interacting with others.”

A People’s History of the United States by
Howard Zinn – KS5

“Getting out of school because we are able to see a
new environment.”

“The performance because it was fun.”

“To do a simulation because we get to experience
the real world.”

A wonderful, splendid book - a book
that should be read by every student
of American history or otherwise, who
wants to understand their country, its
true history, and its hope for the future.

“Working in a team because it taught me how to
depend on others and share my ideas.”
“Having my own role because it made me feel
responsible for others and the work I produce.”

Historian Howard Zinn’s ‘A People’s
History of the United States’ chronicles American
history from the bottom up, throwing out the official
narrative taught in schools, with its emphasis on
great men in high places, to focus on the street, the
home, and the workplace.

“Working in a group because it was fun.”
“Performing at the end because it improves people’s
confidence.”
“The different Business jobs because it was very
interesting.”

by Mr O’Connor, teacher of English
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The things pupils said they learnt or improved after
attending this programme were...
•

Communication skills

•

Leadership

•

Coming out of your comfort zone

•

Financial agreements

•

Creativity

•

How to talk/pitch ideas to a manager

•

Expenditure

•

Working in a team.

in June. Both were given a tour of the campus
including lecture halls, sporting facilities, student
accommodation, the 24-hour library, Student
Union and the ‘Meeting House’ which is a building
for prayer and contemplation. They played the
‘Budgeting Game’ designed to help them work
out how much money a student might spend at
university. It got them thinking about where the
money would come from (student maintenance
loans, bursaries, part-time jobs etc.) and what to
spend it on (rent, transport, food, books, socialising
etc.) It soon became apparent that living on takeaway food was not good budgeting! The student
ambassadors gave their stories on how they chose
their university, what subject to study and whether
to stay living at home or move away. They explained
the variety of courses available.

“Going to the Bank of America allowed me to
experience something similar to a working day. We
were able to see how meetings worked and gave
presentations to pitch our ideas. In addition, I
learnt what a ’working lunch’ was. It gave me the
opportunity to learn about the world of finance and
gave me ideas for a possible career path.”
Jochebed Amankwah (9BK1)

Workshops

Workshops have continued this term as follows:
Year 9 - ‘Introduction to University Life’
Year 10 - ‘Communication in the Workplace’
Year 12 - Personal Statement support

Trips to Sussex University

“The trip to Sussex was amazing and very
educational! I learnt so many new things about
university and I no longer see it as a chore that
needs to be done so you can work in later life, but
rather a pathway for you to access a degree that
you favour so that you can be in control of your

Two groups have visited the University of Sussex
this term. Year 9s went in April and Year 12s
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own future. One of the hosts at Sussex university,
mentioned this thing called ‘electives’ and she
explained how we are able to choose one module
in each term that we would like to study, just to
gain further knowledge in, simply because we enjoy
it. I find it to be a really good thing because now
this opens up a door for me to study a language
as a module even though it may not relate to my
degree, which I find really exciting. Nevertheless to
summarise the whole trip, it was great! I am very
grateful to Mrs Brightling for organising this trip
because it has brightened my outlook on university
and I do very much look forward to it.”
Crystall Mugabi (12MC1)

Two groups, Year 10 and 11, have also enjoyed
their ‘Family and Friends Days’ which enabled their
guests to see the university for themselves, take
part in the activities and learn more about the
‘Urban Scholars’ Programme.

Brunel University ‘Urban Scholars’
Kanna Iwuoha (9DX1) won a voucher and certificate
for attitude and effort (above left). John, Abenezer,
Oluwatoba and Esmond won a CSI STEM challenge,
scoring the highest and putting them at the top of the
leader board for the whole of the UK (above right).

The four groups in the programme have all enjoyed
a variety of activities and events this term such as
motivational speakers, subject-specific challenges and
talks on a variety of topics such as ‘The importance
of goal setting’ and ‘Identifying fake news’.

Year 12 barbecue

Abenezer Dereje and family

The Year 12 group graduated at the end of this
term following three years of commitment to the
programme. We wish them luck as they approach
their final year in school.

Green Club

by Miss Pitfield, Year 13 Pastoral Assistant

This term, Sixth Form Green Club started
working with Year 6 pupils from Earlham
Primary School to create a develop a
‘wellness jungle’ in their new playground.
This has included prepping the ground for
planting and creating insect hotels.

8

The Glendalian

Careers

by Mr Ruggiero, Careers Leader

This has been another busy term for the careers
programme across the school.

A group of sixty students have participated in
an employability and CV workshop with Danielle
Papagapiou, ex Tesco Clubcard chief, and now
Customer Director at M&S. Year 12 students also
visited a university campus, St Mary’s University,
Twickenham and Sussex University, providing them
the opportunity to ask university student ambassadors
questions about personal statements, student finance
and the university application process.

The highlight has no doubt been our work experience
week. Despite the challenges of the year, over 100
Year 10 pupils found their own placement with
a combination of work experience placements,
employability workshops and workplace visits arranged
for the rest of the cohort. Some of the placements
secured include at Michelin star restaurant Locanda
Locatelli, Aviva, the Garden Museum and JP Morgan.
In addition, for the first time, Year 12 students will also
go on work experience in the final week of term, with
online work experience provision being set up in school.

In addition, subject leaders have worked hard in
linking their subjects to careers. In the last few weeks,
PE have had a Year 9 Sports Careers Day, English
have had an author speak to our Year 9 pupils, on
Friday, Music invited an opera company to speak to
some Year 7 pupils, with a visit to Holland Park as
follow-up, and Drama invited a circus troupe to deliver
a workshop to pupils. These experiences not only
enrich the cultural capital of our pupils, but open them
up to new career paths and new possibilities.

Year 12 students have participated in a series of
workshops to support them in their transition into
Year 13 and to navigate their post-18 options.

Student Leaders

by Ms Thomas, Head of Year 12

We are delighted to welcome our new Student
Leadership Team. These students were elected by their
peers and teachers from our Prefects to represent St
Thomas More students for the academic year 20222023. Each of them has contributed greatly to our school
community and they are role models that can be looked
up to by all. They are supported by a Prefect Team of 23
other Sixth Form students. Our new student leaders are:
Head Girl - Elizabeth Osei (centre left)
Head Boy - Olamide Adeosun (centre right)
Deputy Head Girl - Fiona Arthur (right)
Deputy Head Boy - John Caidic (left)
We wish them the very best of luck in their roles.
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Science Department

by Dr Nourbakhsh, teacher of Science

Sea Life

Earlier in the year, Years 7 to 10 participated in a
science reward trip to Sea Life in Westminster.
Once we arrived at the aquatic paradise we were
met by an array of different aquatic animals such
as: chocolate chip starfish, sharks, manta rays, blue
poison dart frog and bouncing jelly fish and very
cute penguins indeed. It was an exciting experience
and we all learnt something new. Did you know
that male seahorses carries babies! We also got
to have a very exciting experience of touching live
starfish. They were very prickly and squishy which
was very unexpected. Did you know that starfish
have eyes at the end of their tentacles and have no
brain or lungs or heart?!

by Junior 10BK2, Rebeca 10BK2, Inaayah 10BK3,
Hannah 10KL1, Sofia 10DX1

The Medic Society Trip to the Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew

Members of the Medic Society visited various gardens
and habitats, learning about how these support the
evolution and adaptation of plants and animals.
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The Science KS3 Reward Trip to the
Natural History Museum

Nominated pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9 visited
the museum, learning about the variety of plants,
animals, Earth’s surface, and factors influencing
their constant change.

Outdoor Learning

The Year 12 Physics students have shown no signs
of losing momentum after their AS exams! As part of
their second year, they are studying Newton’s Second
Law in more detail, and getting more confident with
the practical elements of the course. Students can
be seen here colliding balls of various sizes and
masses in order to observe changes in velocity and
the balls’ trajectories. Momentum, like energy and
charge, must be conserved, and the students were
able to observe this on a large scale, outside of the
classroom before heading back to break out the
calculators and do some number crunching.

by Mr Saunders, teacher in charge of Physics

The Big Bang Fair Trip

The members of STEM club and a group of Year
10 pupils attended the Big Bang Fair 2022 at The
NEC in Birmingham. Pupils engaged with a variety
of activities and workshops, discovered exciting
possibilities and connected to inspiring role models in
STEM. The Fair provided the pupils with inspiration for
careers in STEM subjects and advice and opportunities
to meet with real scientists and engineers.
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English & Literacy Department

by Miss Daniels, Literacy Co-ordinator

Drop Everything And Read

Year 7 Drama

Drop Everything And Read (DEAR) now takes places
for all pupils in Years 7-13. Pupils will read for 30
minutes each week; pupils in Years 7-9 will read for
pleasure, whilst students in Years 10-13 will read an
academic article related to the subject content.

Pupils have studied a variety of texts and genres
this term; for one of their units, Year 7s have been
developing skills in Gothic writing and identifying
Gothic conventions in literature. As an end of unit
celebration, pupils performed their favourite scenes
from the play script ‘Dracula’, demonstrating their
motivation and enjoyment of the Gothic theme.

For example, the Science department gave the
below article to Year 10 to read independently.
Pupils then discussed and made lists of key
vocabulary, before creating a content map, linking
the article to key curriculum topics, including P7
Energy, C2 Structure and Bonding, P4 Magnetism,
B6 - Fertilisers, C3 - Acids and Alkalis, and C1 Isotopes. A fantastic use of DEAR time!

National Writing Day

On 23rd June, we marked National Writing Day
with lessons designed to spark pupils’ curiosity and
enjoyment of writing. Pupils wrote extended pieces
of both fiction and non-fiction writing, and enjoyed
performing these to their classes.

Book Clubs

All year, pupils have enjoyed lunchtime reading
clubs. Our Year 7s have been reading ‘Goodnight
Mister Tom’ and discussing their personal views on
the issues and themes presented in the novel.

The Punctuation Show

As we go to print, we are
excited to welcome back
‘The Punctuation Show’! A
combination of rock concert,
comedy show and grammar
lesson, this is a fun event
for the whole of Year 7,
which will revise and boost
key punctuation skills. We will report more on this in
the Autumn edition of the Glendalian.

Popular fiction and non-fiction books are available in
the e-praise shop.

Creative Writing Competitions

Many creative writing competitions have taken place
this year. Most recently, we congratulated Nina
Bhonsle (7BK1) for her winning entry into the Jubilee
writing competition. She won a £15 Amazon voucher.
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Year 9 Author Visit

The Spelling Bee

Year 9 were fortunate to welcome YA author Sue
Wallman who told us about the creative writing
process behind her successful thriller books, as well
as the marketing and business side of being an
author. Pupils all received a copy of her latest book,
‘Such A Good Liar’, and got them personally signed by
the author. They enjoyed reading these during Drop
Everything And Read in the following weeks.

Our much loved spelling bee competition will take place
in the coming weeks for students in KS3. We are very
much looking forward to celebrating our top spellers,
and to watching teachers face their own spelling
hurdles! We look forward to sharing the winners with
you in the Autumn edition of the Glendalian.

Year 11 Residential: Kingswood House

During the Easter break, 50 Year 11 pupils packed
their bags and went to Kingswood, Kent for a twonight three day English intensive revision trip. This
is always a great success as pupils get to revise
outside the classroom focusing on specialist skills
that will maximise their potential to reach, if not
exceed, their GCSE English language and literature
grades. The pupils also made full use of the down
time which included zip wires, football, trampolining,
basketball and movie night. The pupils (and staff)
came back tired but happy all agreeing the trip was
educational but also great fun.

by Mrs Clifford, Head of English

Poetry By Heart

Pupils in Years 7 and 8 have loved taking part in
Poetry By Heart (a competition with several rounds,
involving poetry recital). Pictured is our winner, Zalan
Tornay (8MC1) who was delighted to win an Amazon
voucher for his compelling recital of ‘Remember’.
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Art Department

by Mr Brankin, teacher of Art

Hew Locke: The Procession

A Bigger Splash by David Hockney 1967, A Modern Classic is improved. Utopians interact and create a
fascinating performance piece. In all my visits to a British institute I have never seen anyone interact and
enjoy a art piece with such enthusiasm, I must thank these students for showing such natural love for art,
sincerely thank you all, Mr Brankin.
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Utopians Observe and Record
(Great work Nina and Aoife
Year 7)
Drawing seems to be quite
comic, sometimes it not what
you do, it’s how you look
while you do it!?!!

Gabriella and Fiona
(Year 8) make a
photo opportunity at
the Cornellia Parker
exhibition.

Tate Britain Trip, 11th July 2022
Cornella Parker
Photography by Utopian
Fiona Amaniel

Maria, Gabriella and
Oreoluwa make their
marks at the Tate Britain
chalk wall, what’s on your
mind?
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Kacper and Shae, founding members of the Utopia Art Society are...
Immersed in a Cornellia Parker’s installation. Through their combined hard work and enthusiasm we
managed to get funding from the Tate to cover the expense of the tickets for the exhibition.
The Utopia Art society is indebted to their hard work and enthusiasm, and we look forward to more
exhibitions and experiences in the new Academic year.
Shae has designed a Logo and membership card and written the manifesto for the society.
We managed to get 55 Utopian members on the trip to the Tate Britain and we thank the staff members
who supported us and made it possible, especially Mr Brankin who has opened his Art room and
accommodated us every lunchtime this academic year.
We look forward to exploring more media, especially digital media. This is something that we will campaign
for in September 2022 from Mr Tissot and the acting head Mr Rosen - so far we have gotten two tablets
but given the size of our group it is but a drop in the creative ocean.
Digital media is more ethical environmentally, will enhance our future employment prospects and is a
common feature in most Art departments in England and internationally. The Utopian Art Society are open
to traditional and future innovations, we look forward to enhancing all our members learning opportunities.
Thank you, Shae and Kacper.
UTOPIA SOCIETY Manifesto
Shae Brown
•

To explore aesthetics and challenge complacency. Get more
than one iPad, and digital technology, cameras, lighting for
our Society.

•

Art is a vital and empowering force.

•

We aim to expand our knowledge of the history of art and
map new cultural connections and create lasting experiences,
as well as geographical expanse.

•

We welcome idiosyncratic views.

•

We welcome new participants, we are campaigning for
more iPads!!!! One is hardly sufficient! Our current roll is 55
students from all year groups.

•

“Pride thinks its own happiness shines the brighter by
comparing it with the misfortunes of others.” St Thomas More.
This is a document in flux, as is our Society. U.A.S

The Core group of the Utopia Art Society, from left to right; Fiona,
Oreoluwa, Shae, Gabriella, Maria, and Kacper.
Thank you for your dedication and sincerity, Mr Brankin.
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Maths Department

by Mr Calibasi, teacher of Mathematics

Royal Castles, Simultaneous
Equations and Colour by Numbers

Differentiated tasks to develop skills
in multiplying and dividing integers
and decimals by 10, 100, 1000, ….

Year 10 Maths pupils worked as a group of 3
pupils and solved 45 simultaneous equations,
found the sum of the variables and coloured in the
corresponding section of the picture.

8T2 Maths class cooperated and engaged in activities
by solving and colouring activities to improve their
learning, mixed into the task of multiplication and
division are whole numbers as well as decimals.
Completion of the activities revealed a lovely naturethemed picture.

National Saturday Club

Young people across the country are
spending Saturday mornings at their
local university, college or museum
discovering subjects they love. Saturday
Clubs are open to 13–16-year-olds of all
abilities and are free to attend.
Joining the National Saturday Club is a unique opportunity to learn
new skills, discover talents, meet new people, and find out more
about further education, higher education and rewarding careers.
Find your local Club: https://saturday-club.org/subject/art-design/
by Mr Brankin, teacher of Art

More Utopia Art Club Success Stories
Andre Newton (9DX1)
Escape Studios National Saturday Club Feb-March 2022

17

The Glendalian

Drama Department

by Miss Bevan, teacher of Drama

What has been going on in The Drama We have enjoyed live performances
Department this term?
from our exam groups…
We have celebrated the Platinum Jubilee…

As part of our celebrations for St Thomas More’s Feast
Day, we created a performance entitled ‘The Devoted
Servant’. Our pupils devised a piece that explored
Elizabeth II’s service to her country and St Thomas
More’s devotion to his faith. The audience also got
a glimpse of how we will be further celebrating our
School’s Platinum Jubilee in September, when we
return from the summer holidays.

We have honoured Windrush Day…

The Mayor of Haringey, Cllr Gina Adamou, invited our
pupils to join members of the Windrush community
in Wood Green to celebrate Windrush Day at George
Meehan House. The raising of a flag over Haringey
was marked by singing songs and reading poems,
inspired by the experiences of those that travelled on
the Empire Windrush. Michaela Haynes, (7BK2) said,
“I enjoyed reading the stories of children who first
arrived in England from Jamaica and am inspired by
how Ethel Kerr changed British fashion.”
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The A-Level Drama students created a performance
in response to a production of ‘Is God Is’ that
they reviewed after watching it at The Royal Court
Theatre. Although the pupils had the same stimuli,
they created very different performances designed
to educate the audience on British politics and
the role of the Royal Family. Tia Bullen (12KL1),
said “I really enjoyed the process of creating
a performance and I feel that we successfully
educated our audience about a range of issues that
may affect them or someone they know.”

The Glendalian
Our Year 10 GCSE pupils created their own
performances inspired by Paperbirds Theatre’s
verbatim performance of ‘Broke’. Their pieces
explored the cost of living crisis and used interviews
that the pupils had carried out based on their
family and friends’ views on poverty. The pupils
are currently documenting their progress in their
coursework portfolios and we expect them to receive
excellent grades to reward all of their hard work.

We have taken part in workshops and
visited the theatre...

Our Key Stage 3 pupils and Sixth Form students were
invited to take part in some circus skills sessions with
Jacksons Lane, the UK’s leading circus venue. They
are offering FREE circus lessons for young people.
They teach juggling, balancing, stilt walking and unicycling in Wood Green on Wednesdays, at 5.30pm.

Our Theatre Critic Club and pupils from Years 7 and
8 went to see a production of ‘The Play that Goes
Wrong” at the Duchess Theatre. Pupils thoroughly
enjoyed the experience of watching a comedy and are
now writing reviews of the production. Nikola Tonchev
in 7BK1 said “I loved everything about the play and
my sides hurt from laughing so much. The set design
was amazing and the show was full of surprises.”
Our Year 12 A-Level students were inspired by
‘Marys Seacole’ and the portraits on display in WE
BLACK WOMEN at the Donmar Warehouse. Year 12
students Divine Luwero and Sofia Giraldo Henao
were lucky enough to take part in their Backstage
Creatives project. Divine said, “It was an amazing
opportunity to learn more about the many jobs
there are in the theatre, this includes directors,
designers and script writers. We were introduced
to industry professionals who ran workshops on
plotting the lights, building the set, running a show
and learnt how to change a lighting filter.”
The Donmar run a number of projects that pupils of
St Thomas More can be involved with.

We sadly said goodbye to our Year 13 students,
with a theatre visit to see ‘Bonnie and Clyde’ and
Punchdrunk’s ‘The Burnt City’. This also allowed us to
celebrate both Lian-Li Amartey-Hunter and Benjamin
Francis-Harewood receiving the Jack Petchey Award for
running Drama clubs for Year 7 and 8 throughout this
academic year. Thank you for all of your hard work!

Drama Opportunities outside of School

College Arts Drama and Music workshops: Saturdays
in Wood Green (£2.00 a session)
JL Circus: Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in
Wood Green and Tottenham (free).
Donmar Warehouse: workshops and taster days
See Mrs Rosen or Miss Bevan for further details.
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This year the Drama and Music Department were proud to present our annual school production of:

Jaylen Telfer (10BK3), who starred in the production as Miss
Trunchbull, was awarded The Old Glendalian’s prize for the
Performing Arts by Richard Greenhill. This award is a recognition for
all of Jaylen’s hard work in both music and drama, and for his longstanding commitment to and involvement in school productions.
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Once again our Year 7 playground was transformed into the ‘St Thomas More Catholic School Outdoor
Theatre’ as forty-seven of our pupils from Years 7 to 10 performed Roald Dahl’s Matilda Jr, the story of a
magical little girl with big ideas. With such a large number of pupils auditioning for this year’s production,
we were able to create two casts of performers, giving more pupils the opportunity to take on the challenge
of performing in a musical.
Over the course of three days, the cast performed five shows to over eight hundred people in total. Our
audiences included two hundred primary school children from local schools in Haringey including Earlham
and St John Vianney as well as a performance to visiting Year 6 pupils who will be starting Year 7 in
September. Alongside family, friends and the local community it was a pleasure to perform in front of
invited guests including our School Governors, the Deputy Mayor of Haringey Councillor Lester Buxton, and
MP Catherine West.
During production week, five of our GCSE Drama and Music students involved in the show also had the
opportunity to carry out work experience placements as part of the production team which gave them
an insight into the different roles in the theatre industry. Alongside performing, they also learnt how to
set up sound equipment, paint scenery, assist as stagehands back stage and set up the outside space for
performances. Eric Afari in 10BK1 said “it was so interesting learning about the other roles in the theatre
and helped me understand that there are many other career opportunities in the performing arts industry
apart from acting.”
Congratulations to all the cast involved in the show for all their hard work, months of rehearsal and putting
on another outstanding sell-out school production!
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Music Department

by Ms Yang, Head of Music

‘One good thing about music, when it hits you, you feel no pain’ – Bob Marley
The summer term at St Thomas More is always a busy one filled with lots of trips, workshops and fantastic
music making. Congratulations to our GCSE, A-Level and BTEC classes for getting through their exams.
They have worked very hard over the past 2 years considering the circumstances, we wish them all the
luck for results day. Pupils in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been working hard in their Music lessons, learning
about baroque and classical music, rock and pop and samba music. Instrumental lessons are going strong
and we have over 120 pupils learning instruments every week. If you would like to learn an instrument in
September, please see Mr Rhodes for an application form. We offer lessons in piano, voice, violin, trumpet,
guitar (electric, acoustic and bass), saxophone and drums. Extracurricular activities are going from strength
to strength with our school choir, jazz club, logic club, theory club and ukulele club. If you would like to join
any please see Miss Yang for more details.

St Thomas More School Choir

We have been very proud of our pupils in the School
Choir this year. They rehearse every Friday in the
Glendale Hall with Ms Joseph our singing teacher and
have participated in many events this year. A highlight
for them was taking part in the ‘Haringey Schools
Music Festival’ in the Royal Albert Hall where they
sang ‘Songs for Unsung Heroes’. This was a once in a
lifetime opportunity for all of our pupils and they had
the most amazing time. They will also took part in
‘Haringey Schools Music Festival’ in Finsbury Park.

Jaylen, Lauretta, Brianna and Marianne are taking part
in ‘Haringey Vox’, a vocal ensemble run by Haringey
Music Service every Tuesday evening. It is fantastic to
see them representing our school and taking part in
lots of different events and concerts. The next concert
is Haringey Vox Evening from 6.30 – 8.30pm at Holy
Trinity Church, Stroud Green, Granville Road, N4 4LE.
Jaylen will also be singing his own original song and
Yazmin Zorba (11BK1) will be making an appearance.

The choir have also been busy rehearsing for our
annual feast day where they will perform. We are also
going on a choir tour to Germany next summer so
please see Miss Yang if you would like to join!

Trips and Workshops

Trips and workshops continue to thrive in the Music
department and we have had a very busy term!
7BK1 took part in an opera workshop run by Holland
Park, where they learnt about opera and sang
extracts from Tchaikovsky’s ‘Eugene Onegin’. They
were also very fortunate to go and watch it live at
Holland Park which was amazing. With themes of
love, drama and loss, the opera (which was sung in
Russian with subtitles) gripped our Year 7s and they
left the day with a new found love of opera.

Windrush Day and Haringey Vox

Jaylen Telfer, Lauretta Kasobya (10BK3), Brianna
Mombley and Marianne Odimba Kombe (9DX1) were
invited by the Mayor’s Office to participate in flag
raising to commemorate Windrush Day. The pupils
sang ‘Something Inside So Strong’ by Labi Siffre as
the flag went up. They were then joined by other
St Thomas More Pupils who read some beautiful
poems and stories about Windrush. The pupils
performed beautifully and it was an honour for them
to take part in such an important day.
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Year 8 spent last term learning about Gamelan
in music, which is from Indonesia. They have all
learnt about the cultural significance of Gamelan
music, how to play it and how it differs to Western
music. 8BK1 went to the Horniman Museum in
South London where they were able to play on
real, Gamelan instruments. Playing on authentic
instruments was a privilege for our pupils and they all
managed to learn to play a Gamelan piece from Bali.

Year 7 also visited the Horniman Museum for a
sound around the world workshop. They got to learn
about different instruments from different countries
and cultures and had a go at playing them.

Pupils in KS3 visited the Barbican for a concert
entitled ‘Spark Catchers- the often untold story
of women composers’. With live music from the
London Symphony Orchestra, the concert explored
the marginalisation of female composers throughout
the history of music and listened to lots of
different pieces written by female composers. This
included works by Dame Ethyl Smyth - an English
composer and member of the women’s suffragettes’
movement. Fun fact of the day - the person who
composed the famous ‘Dr Who’ theme tune was a
female composer Delia Derbyshire!

The Music department have joined forces with the
Drama department and taken pupils to see not
one, but two plays in one week! Pupils enjoyed a
trip to the Duchess Theatre in Covent Garden to
watch ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’. Judging by the
amount of laughter from our pupils, it’s safe to say
they really enjoyed the play! Pupils also went to
see ‘Fantastically Great Women’ at Theatre Royal
Stratford East where they enjoyed seeing female
empowerment being represented on stage.

Recently we were visited by the British Army Music
and Corps of Drums who did a presentation to our
pupils on music careers in the army. The soldiers
spoke to our pupils about the role of music in
the army and the different career pathways for
musicians. They ended the day with some marching
drills in the car park which they were very good at!

Matilda

Our GCSE music classes in Years 10 and 11
managed to get some last minute revision tips from
the ‘BrightSparks’ Concert at the Royal Festival
Hall. Here pupils went over set works that they
have been studying and brushed up on key music
vocabulary needed for their exams.

‘Sometimes you have to be a
little bit naughty’! Our pupils
have been working hard
acting like naughty school
children in preparation for our
annual production ‘Matilda Jr’!
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Year 11 Prom
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Peer Mentoring

by Miss Christodoulou, Head of Peer Mentoring

Congratulations to everybody who took part in Peer Mentoring this year!
Since September, there have been 115 mentees taking part in the programme, taking the running total of
mentees to 373 mentees and 649 students including the mentors (since 2017).

Congratulations to Daisy Emiko who won a Jack
Petchey Award for being an outstanding mentor!
Daisy supported a range of pupils from Years 7-9
and bravely shared her experience with pupils during
assemblies. She chose to contribute her winnings
towards a trip to Hollywood Bowl for the Top Mentors.

Head of Year Badges

by Mr Wood, Head of Year 7

Congratulations to the following Year 7 pupils who
were awarded a Head of Year badge; Kristella and
Isaac (7BK1), Cerys and Kelsey (7BK2), Sean and
Aleksandra (7MC1), Mason and James (7MC2),
Andie and Amy (7DX1), Anna and Bobby (7DX2),
Courtney and Hiyabeil (7KL1), Koralie and Antonina
(7KL2), Shaw (7KL3).
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Geography Department

by Ms McEwan, and Mr Walsh, teachers of Geography

River Beane Bumble

There is nothing quite as nice as a lovely river visit in the glorious British countryside on the hottest day of
the year. So the Geography weather gods, the school scheduling and Ms Speedy-Sorrentino and Mr CheekyCicco all joined forces to make this a wonderful day along the River Beane in Hertfordshire.
The River Beane is a chalk stream which runs past Hertford and into the River Lea navigation. It’s the
perfect place, safe, cool, accessible as well as stunningly beautiful to take Year 10.
We saw that the river was surprisingly clean, the river load changed dramatically as we
moved down stream and that the wildlife included the infamous Crocodylinae Hertfordius
Robotocus. Its good to see the river being used so much - paddle borders, kayakers,
swimmers, people generally jumping in and cooling off.
The Geography lesson was immersive and memorable. My favourite quote of the day: “I’m
not gonna lie, Miss, this is a nice day out.” Praise indeed! Thanks Year 10 for a great year.
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Geography is Scientific Study of Our World

Year 7 have been designing their own fieldwork this term. We expect a high level of competence and
confidence in data collection, analysis and evaluation techniques in the GCSE course. So at St Thomas More
Catholic School we teach and bed in those skills and expectations in KS3.
This summers’ unit is designed to deliver and expand on existing geographical skills with a tie in to science
and experiment style writing; Maths: numeracy and the manipulation of data and graphing techniques;
and the many different writing styles which students are also using in English: instructions, recount, report,
evaluate, information, and the use of spreadsheets and graphing, presentation, word functions in ICT.
We used the hypothesis making and testing ideas to visit our local area and make data fuelled
observations. And very importantly we had enormous amounts of fun. Well done all.
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London Fieldwork

This term pupils from 8KL2 and 7DX1 were able to explore the capital city by undertaking Geographical
fieldwork investigations at Trafalgar Square and Jubilee Park under the London Eye. Additionally, they were
able to gain a better understanding of marine ecology by visiting Sea Life London following fieldwork.
All in pupils had a fun filled day out in Central London!
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Sociology

by Miss Christodoulou, teacher of Health & Social Care & Sociology
In Year 12 Sociology, students have been implementing a range of revision methods in the lead up to their
exams. Students enjoyed competing in a retrieval activity whereby they worked in teams to recall key
information from families and households. In addition, they created their own presentations and handouts
to deliver to the rest of the class. Students worked on developing their presentation skills, whilst presenting
their knowledge and understanding of a key topic in Sociology.

Personal Skills Programme

by Miss Monsurate, Head of PE

This term we have launched the Personal Skills
Programme. Miss Dag and Mr Gyimah have been working
with 16 pupils to develop their team building, confidence
and communication skills. This week pupils celebrated
each other and reflected on... ‘what makes them cool’.
Their second task was to work together to build the best
giraffe with the resources provided.
This week we want to celebrate the most improved pupil
since the start of the programme, Tyra-Jessica Foster
(7BK2), who has really improved her communication skills.
Please can we congratulate her around school.
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History Department

by Miss Canlett, teacher of History

Year 7

stead for Year 9 and the collapse of the empire in
the 20th century.

Did you think Year 7s’ fascination with strange
manners of death was restricted to English history?
Allow our pupils to enlighten you on both the
creation and rise of the Islamic Caliphate as well as
the great Mughal emperors of India with their two
latest topics. Pupils seemed particularly taken with
Aurangzeb’s approach to brotherly affection - killing
his brother in battle, then parading his headless
body through the streets tied to an elephant. What
will these emperors think of next? Pupils also had
the opportunity to develop their confidence with
presentations in our Islamic Caliphate unit, with
pupils researching, preparing and delivering group
projects to their classes. As we come to the end
of Year 7, we are preparing pupils for even larger
changes ahead in the Early Modern era by finishing
with a Migration Through Time enquiry, allowing
pupils to engage with Britain’s history of migration
from the Romans to the Windrush Generation.

Year 9

Year 9 has also been grappling with the aftermath
of empire in their current topic on Post-War
Migration. Following on from their study of World
War II, pupils explore how post-war independence
for many Commonwealth countries led to an
increase in migration to Britain, and the experiences
of those who came to Britain. From the Caribbean,
pupils engage with the accounts of both Jannett V.
Creese and Kelso Cochrane, whilst from India and
Pakistan pupils dive into the stories of Anwar Ditta
and the Bradford Twelve in order to understand the
range of experiences in post-war Britain. Pupils also
showed great maturity this term in handling our
Holocaust topic, not only responding to the gravity
of the subject, but drawing historical links between
other 20th century genocides across the world. We
hope all students taking History at GCSE will carry
on with this excellent academic approach next year.

Trips

Year 8

Our Year 8 pupils have explored two heavily
intertwined units this term with the Industrial
Revolution and the British Empire. Looking beyond
the list of new inventions to the experiences of the
working classes, of women, and of children within
Britain Industrial Revolution, pupils have started to
explore how rapid urban growth, and the busyness
of the factory floors led to a hotbed of radical
political ideas in the 19th century. Pupils will be
leading this topic to its conclusion with their final
exploration of Suffrage in Year 8. Looking beyond
Britain with their Empire unit, pupils have been
exploring interactions with, and the experiences
of, the Ashanti Kingdom as well as the Mughal
Empire as part of their Empire unit. Pupils are
currently exploring the independence movements
of both Ghana and India to stand them in good
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The History Department has been carting students
all over London with some fascinating trips this
term. Year 7 enjoyed a full day out in the sunshine
at the Tower of London exploring the gruesome
tales behind some of their medieval studies and
experiencing the castle through time. In honour of
the Queen’s Jubilee, pupils also spent time admiring
the history of the Crown Jewels through the ages
and even exploring the Tower of London’s own
Jubilee celebrations through the Superbloom exhibit
(nodding our heads to the Geography department
with this transformation of an urban space).
Year 8 took a trip to the Museum of London
Docklands to draw links to their recent studies of
the Transatlantic Slave Trade and the expansion
of the British Empire through trade, spending time
exploring the museum and listening to expert talks
delivered by the museum. Pupils explored how sea
trade and transport has shaped Britain’s history, with
a particular focus on the role of sugar in fuelling and
funding the early Industrial Revolution.
All of our Year 10 historians got to experience two
days in the sunshine at the National Maritime Museum,
spending time exploring Elizabethan history and the
battle with the Spanish Armada to begin preparing for
their Elizabeth I depth study in Year 11. Certainly eyeopening to compare the challenges as Queen between
Elizabeth I and our current Elizabeth II.

The Glendalian
We can’t wait to see even more trips in the next
academic year engaging with the history all around
us - near and far!
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Ancient History Club

All other pupils will be receiving certificates for
their dedication this year. Ancient History Club
will return in the next academic year - we look
forward to hearing more suggestions for ancient
civilisations to explore!

Ancient History Club has come to the end of its
first year at St Thomas More and ended with a
bang. Pupils delved into ancient Mayan culture,
exploring the significance of masks in life and death
and creating their own. Some of the fantastic (and
fantastically scary!) examples can be seen here. Of
course, it wouldn’t be an Ancient History Club feast
without some questionable historical recipes. While
our chilli-spiced hot chocolate went down a treat,
our attempts at ‘as the Mayans would have made
them’ tortillas did not quite live up to expectations.
Nevertheless, pupils managed to successfully
create guacamole, salsa and a beautiful corn stew.
Budding chefs and historians!
To celebrate the success of the year and to offer a
treat to one lucky team, we ended with a pop quiz
recapping all of the civilisations covered this year.
Congratulations to our winning team of Moriah
(7BK1), Wendy (7MC1) and Alice (7BK1).

Queen’s Jubilee Quiz
3.

With 20th century history and all its huge global
clashes and leaps forward, it is often easy to forget
the fact that a monarch was present in Britain at
all. However our Queen Elizabeth II had reigned
through some monumental points in human history.
Can you correctly guess the events and dates
depicted below?
1.

4.

2.

5.

Answers: 1) Moon landing, 1969. 2)First female Prime Minister in the UK, Margaret Thatcher, 1979. 3) England
wins the World Cup, 1966. 4) Fall of the Berlin Wall, 1989. 5) End of Apartheid in South Africa, 1990.
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Business Department

by Mr Borley, Head of Business & Economics

The Year 10 Business pupils are very much looking forward to their visit to
Alandale Logistics Group Ltd, on Friday 8th July, during work experience week.
Pupils are going to have the opportunity to explore two different aspects of the
company – the corporate world and the construction process. Alandale Group
Ltd provide a wide range of support services to the construction industry, this
includes; security, plant and scaffolding, logistics, northern and building. The
day will focus primarily on the area of logistics, as this links in with the GCSE
unit of study on Operations. Providing this real-world application will enhance
the pupils’ understanding of this key topic and provide them with confidence
for future examinations. It will also hopefully excite an interest in careers within the construction industry
and provide answers to a range of questions the pupils may have about the world of work.

PSHE

by Miss Thomas, Head of PSHE

The PSHE focus for this half-term is ‘Living in
the Wider World’. All year groups have also been
focusing on the British Values. Year 7 have been
exploring financial decision making. They have been
learning about saving, borrowing, budgeting, and
making financial choices. Year 8 have been exploring
the topic of digital literacy. They have learnt about
online safety, media reliability and gambling hooks.
Year 9 have been learning about employability skills
and online presence. During their PSHE lessons they
prepared for their work experience and evaluated
their work experience.
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Modern Foreign Languages

by Mrs Alban Gonzalez, teacher of Spanish

In MFL pupils have studied different topics including holidays, meeting and greeting people, pros and cons
about their area and future plans. They have been writing long and very detailed and creative texts on
these topics, using a minimum of 2 tenses and a maximum of 3 (present, past and future tenses), in both
Spanish and French.
Some pupils have designed café menus in Spanish and French, for our annual MFL Cultural Enrichment day.

Spanish Menus

In Spanish, pupils have produced menus when studying the topic of food. They will use these menus on
the MFL Cultural Enrichment day.

MFL Cultural Enrichment Day

All pupils in Year 7 will celebrate their achievements in language learning this year, by participating in a
Cultural Enrichment Day. The event will focus on the diversity of the French and Spanish-speaking countries of
the world. Music, flags and decorations from various countries will be added to the atmosphere of a culturally
rich and diverse event. Pupils will have the opportunity to taste tapas or have a French/Spanish breakfast.

Fête Nationale

In 8BK2 French, as part of their revision of celebrations
and festivals in France for the end of year assessment,
pupils went more in depth about the French National
Day - “La Fete Nationale” (aka Bastille Day in English).
This day commemorates the anniversary of the
storming of the Bastille on 14th July 1789, one of the
most significant events of the French Revolution, which
ultimately led to the end of the monarchy in France
and the creation of the French Republic. Pupils learned
about the celebrations held throughout France on this
day, including the military parade along the ChampsElysées in Paris, as well as how the French peoples’
relationship with monarchy differs quite significantly
from that of the British people!
The Year 12 Paris trip this summer will be there in the lead up to this national day. Hopefully, students will
be able to get a feeling of the growing excitement among the people in the French capital whilst on the trip.

by Mr Foster, teacher of French
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Barcelona Trip

The MFL department continues to promote cultural capital. Last week, pupils from different year groups
went to Barcelona on an educational trip.
Pupils from different year groups had the opportunity to developed conversational and comprehension
skills through a range of exciting target language focused, excursions and activities with an emphasis on
enrichment experiences.

Pupils visited the Camp Nou Stadium in Barcelona.
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Sport at St Thomas More

by Miss Monsurate, Head of PE

Year 8 Girls’ Football

The second half of our Sports Leaders will be
supporting Earlham Primary School with their Sports
Day on the 12th July.

This term our Year 8 girls’ football team beat
Fortismere 1-0 in a very close match. The girls
are now through to the Finals. We look forward to
seeing them win!

Years 8 & 10 Rounders

Our Year 8 and 10 rounders teams came third in the
Haringey Rounders competition. They demonstrated
fantastic team work and communication and have
vowed to return next year to win.

Sports Leadership Qualification

This term half of our Year 10 Sports’ Leaders visited
Earlham Primary School to lead two PE lessons.
They were all a credit to the school. Both the
teacher and pupils loved their sessions and their
teacher was particularly impressed with how well
planned and executed both sessions were. Please
congratulate them if you see them around school.

Year 10 Sports’ Leaders; Sasha Boakye, Kristianna
Nedd-Campbell, Alice Paduraru, Sabrina Nambaale,
Maja Grzybek, Naomi Edwards, Rebeca Mputu
Nkundo, Obosa Ibizugbe, Joelline Lunkayila, Ketsia
Ewango, Daisy Emiko.

36

The Glendalian

Football Fridays

Each Friday after school, a semi-energetic crew of
teachers come together to play a friendly game of
mixed 5-a-side football.
The Awards 🏆 for the season, go to ….
Most Valuable Player:

Miss Dervish

Most Dangerous Player:

Mr Hollins

Most Improved Player:

Miss Morrissey

The Nobody Can Catch Him
When He’s Running Award: Mr Wunnerlich
And the Special Award for Finally Spending More
Time on her Feet than on the Ground, goes to:
Miss Canlett.
The game is open to everyone. We welcome all
teachers, when the new season kicks off.
by Mr Neophytou, teacher of Maths and Economics

Dinner and Dance

by Miss Pitfield, Year 13 Pastoral Assistant

Year 13 students celebrated their success and time at St Thomas More School this term with their Dinner and Dance.
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In Conversation with.... Miss Thomas

by Miss Thomas, Assistant Headteacher & Head of Year 11 with questions
from the School Council
1.

2.

3.

What inspired you to become a teacher?

I had amazing teachers when I was growing up like Mrs Rosen’s
mum who taught me in Primary School. When I was in secondary
school, I was helping to coach the netball teams in my primary
school. I have wanted to be a teacher since then. It’s a great
feeling seeing people enjoying your lesson and developing.

What is your favourite part of your job? And your least favourite part?

My favourite part of the job is watching pupils understanding and enjoying learning and helping
pupils to overcome challenges. My least favourite part is doing detentions.

Why is women’s sport so important and what do you think we can do to
promote it?

It’s imperative for everyone to have a role model within the industry that they want to be in.
Women’s sport has changed so much and it’s amazing to see so many girls joining clubs. We need
to continue to celebrate achievements and also teach girls about what they can do out of school to
encourage them to continue to take part and lead a healthy life.

4.

5.

Are you enjoying your new role as Assistant Headteacher?

I am really enjoying my new role. One of my roles as Assistant Headteacher is being Head of PSHE
and I have enjoyed developing the curriculum to develop pupils’ knowledge, skills and attributes
to keep themselves healthy, safe and prepared for work and life’s challenges and opportunities in
modern Britain. It helps pupils to manage many of the most critical opportunities, challenges and
responsibilities they will face growing up.

If you could give one piece of advice to yourself at secondary school, what
would it be?

Don’t doubt yourself.

6.
7.
8.

If you could have one superpower, what would it be?

To fly.

What animal would you be?

I would be a bird, to be able to fly and see the world and glide so gracefully.

What is it that makes netball so special to you?

It’s the ultimate team sport. No-one can win a netball match single-handedly. Everyone needs to be
committed and work together to train and to win. Shooters don’t have a backboard and you know
as soon as the ball comes out of your hands if it’s going to go in. You will get a kinaesthetic feel. I
also enjoy netball because it is a very fast paced sport. You can only hold the ball for 3 seconds. You
have to make split second decisions and I like that as I am always moving. When I play I get in my
zone and I can see the same focus in our netball teams. They have learnt how each other play and
have grown as teams and friends.

38

The Glendalian

9.

If you could have any other job what would it be?

If I wasn’t a teacher I would have liked to be a detective. When I was at university I did a module
on forensic psychology and this sparked my interest. I am lucky that I teach A-Level Psychology and
Forensic Psychology is one of the topics I teach. Another job would be an interior designer. I want
to make people feel safe and relaxed in the environment they are in, and interior design focuses on
this through space, lighting and colour.

10. What do you think the meaning of life is?

What a great question. I think everyone has a purpose that they need to bring to life.

11. What did you want to be when you were a child?
A PE Teacher, I made it! And a pilot so I could fly.

12. What advice would you give to your younger self?
Not to worry so much about other people’s opinions.

13. How do you find being an Assistant Head teacher and a PE Teacher at the
same time?

I really enjoy it as am so passionate about sports and I like being able to have an impact on a whole
school level.

14. What quote do you live by?

OHIO - only handle it once. Do something and do it properly the first time so you know you won’t
need to come back to it.

15. What food best represents you?

I think the food that best represents me is calamari. I am at my happiest when I am in or by the sea.

16. Who is your idol?

My grandmother is my idol. My grandparents came to England with 3 small children and they
worked tirelessly to start a life for their family in a new country. She has faced challenges head on.
She learnt English and started a business. When she now goes back to where her business was, she
is greeted with such joy. Her strength, positivity and determination is immeasurable.
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Debate Club

by Ms Fergust, Head of Debate Club

Year 7 preparing for debates.

“Debate Club has helped me understand social
topics other pupils are interested in and it has given
me a chance to meet and make friends with other
Year 7 pupils, who I have formed good relationships
with since I began Debate Club. I now have a
better understanding about topics I would not
normally speak about and my favourite topic was
when we debated whether teachers or robots would
be best in classrooms to teach pupils.
When I first saw the Debate Club posters around
the school, I wanted to join in my first term at St
Thomas More, because I enjoy talking. Actually no,
I love talking! I initially asked Ms Fergust if I could
join but she told me that the club was for Year 10.
My response was that if I join, I could give Year 10
students a challenge. So, Mrs Rosen came up with
the ‘brilliant’ idea that Year 7 should have all the fun!
I am much more confident with debating topics,
listening to others and this has been a good thing
for pupils in the group because they have become
more socially confident for their future.”
Billy Stanton, Year 7

St Thomas More Catholic School
Glendale Avenue
Wood Green
London
N22 5HN

Tel: 020 8888 7122
Fax: 020 8826 9370
Email: office@stthomasmoreschool.org.uk
www.stthomasmoreschool.org.uk

“Year 7 Debate Club is a fun place to hang out and
wind down after a long Thursday at school, and the
best thing ever is that I can do this with my best
friend and acquaintances in my year group.
I have learned plenty of valuable life skills and
lessons at Debate Club. My presentation and
thinking skills have improved as well.
I thought going to Debate Club was going to be
tough and heated but it turns out to be more chilled
and educational than I thought. Whoever said
education was boring was wrong. Debate Club is a
great place to learn.”
Wendy Moreno-Ossa, Year 7
“Debate Club has been a fantastic concept for my
son. It has brought him out of his shell and uncovered
a side of him that we did not know he had. Since
joining Debate Club, my son has shown a real interest
in different topics that he would not previously have
shown an interest in. Politics is one of them!!
Dylan enjoys Debate Club and has asked me not to
pick him up before the end because he enjoys it so
much. This after school intervention has boosted
my son’s confidence as he is now interacting with
students he would not have done before. I am also
happy with the feedback from St Thomas More and
the change in my son. Thank you St Thomas More.”
A very happy, thankful and proud Dad, Marc Doolan.
“At the end of each term, we receive certificates and
it feels good. I am more confident than when I first
started St Thomas More School and my Mum has
received calls home to let her know about my progress.
Every week we get one or maybe two topics to
discuss in pairs or groups. We then have to present
our side to the rest of the group, whether we
agree or disagree to the subject and then we have
questions and answers from the rest of the group.
Not all of us agree, but we all discuss the topic. We
have 10 rules in the front of our exercise books and
we all follow them. The most important one is to
respect each other’s views and opinions.”
Sharayah King, Year 7 (pictured right with Ms Fergust)

